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Was  fully    apprized,  when    I  fij-ft    e?i- 


gaged,  myfclf  in  this  Undertaking,  that 
I  JTiOuld  be  obliged  to  encountei-  with 
great  Oppofitbn  and  many  DiSicuJties 
in  the  P*uriiiit  of  it..  I  could  eafily 
forefee  that  Men  in  Pozaer^  wlio  have 
the  Difpofition  of  Employne7its  and  Rewards  in  their 
Hands,  would  not  want  Advocates  to  defend  their 
Meafures ;  to  put  the  moil:  plaufible  Glofles  on  tlieir 
Condu£l,  and  endeavour  to  reconcile  it  to  the  General 
Principles  of  Liberty.  But  I  ov/n  my  Apprebeniions 
Vv-ent  no  farther;  for  it  did  not  enter  into  my  Thoughts 
that  the  very  firft  Principles  cf  a  free  Governfnent 
would  be  difpated  by  Men,  who  call  Themlelves  Whig^^ 
and  ov/e  their  Preferm.ent  to  thofe  Principles,  however 
They  might  attempt  to  accom.modate  them  to  tileir 
own  Purpofes.  I  could  not  conceive  that  any  Ferfons 
(efpeciaily  of  grave  and  fdlenin  Charafters')  would 
proilitute  Them/elves  fo  far  as  to  phad  openly  for  th(? 
E  xpediency  of  Corruption  and  venal  Dependency ;  :aor 
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did  I  imagine  that  the  Eftablifhment  o?  Jiafiding  Armies 
and  a  general  Excife  would  ever  find  any  Advocates 
in  this  Nation,  under  the  prefent  Government. 

But  Experience  hath  proved  the  contrary,  and  con-^ 
vinced  us  of  the  Truth  of  an  old  Obfervation,  that 
when  Men  are  embark'd  in  the  Defence  of  a  bad  Cauje, 
They  mull:  not  llick  at  any  Ivleafures,  or  Topicks,  to 
fupport  it.  One  Thing  naturally  draws  on  another, 
and  They  are  obliged  to  proceed  from  Step  to  Step, 
till  They  are  driven  at  laft  to  the  Fountain-Head,  and 
the  Confiitution  itfelf  becomes  the  Point  in  Debate. 

The  DoSrineSj  which  I  have  juil  mention'd,  have 
certainly  this  Tendency,  and  affed:  the  fundamental 
Principles  of  our  Government.  That  fach  Dodri/ies 
have  been  advanced  and  defended,  is  too  notorious 
and  melancholy  a  Truth ;  which  makes  it  the  Duty 
of  every  E?igli/hman  to  prevent  the  Propagation  and 
Eftablifhment  of  them,  as  far  as  it  lies  in  his  Power. 

The  Subjeft  o^  Corruptio?:  and  Court-Dependence  hath 
been  pretty  Jully  explained  already,  in  the  Courfe  of 
the^e  Papers ;  and  will,  perhaps,  be  relumed  at  a  pro- 
per Juncflure. 

'  The  Dangers  of  fia?iding  Armies  and  Excife s  have 
likewife  been  inculcated  in  general  Terms ;  but  they 
are  Subjefts  of  fo  much  Importance  to  all  that  is  dear 
and  valuable  to  us,  as  a  great,  free  and  Hourilhing  People, 
that  they  deferve  and  require  a  particular  Examina- 
tion. 

I  mention  thefe  Hvo  Eoiiits  together,  becaufe  I 
think  them,  in  a  great  Meafure,  dependent  on  each 
other  ;  for  as  a  large  Army  cannot  be  fupported,  under 
our  prefent  Circuniftances  of  Debts  and  Expetices^ 
without  burthenfome  Taxes  and  Impofitions,  {q^  it  is  evi- 
dent from  Hifcory  that  a  general  Excife  can  never  be 
eiiablifli'd,  witnout  2i /landing  Arms  to  fupport  it^  and 
in  thefe  two  Points  conliit  the  moil:  terrible  Ideas, 
which  We  can  poihbly  form  to  our  felves  of  arbitrary 
Government. 

I  ihail 
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I  fliall  begin  with  the  Subjeft  of  Excifes,  and  will 
endeavour  to  explain  it  in  a  Manner  and  Style  adapted 
to  the  Capacities  of  all  my  Readers. 

I  chafe  to  enter  upon  this  Subjedl  at  prefent,  that 
it  may  be  fully  difcufs'd  before  the  Parliam.ent  meets. 
In  this  Point,  at  Icaflr,  I  fhall  conform  myfelf  to  a 
Rule  laid  down  by  one  of  my  Adverfaries,  who  was 
formerly  pleafed  to  obferve  that  the  Examination  of 
fach  national  Points  ought  always  to  precede  the  Sef" 
fion  of  Farlidment ;  and  that  eveiy  E?igUfh?nom  hath  a 
Right,  at  tho.e  Times,  to  offer  his  Thoughts  upon, 
fuch  Matters  as  may  poffibly  come  before  that  AJJem^ 
bk.  I  hope  therefore  that  They  will  not  revoke  this 
Conceilion,  but  allow  me  to  exercife  a  Privilege  with- 
out putting  any  bad  Conilruftions  upon  it,  which  They 
have  acknowledged  to  be  theRightof  every  ^ff/^^/Z/^OT^;?. 

I  will  not  pretend  to  afiert  that  any  Minijier  hatii 
aflually  relblved  to  vro^^o-Q  fuch  a  Scheme  as  I  am 
going  to  examine,  or  prepared  the  neceffary  Materi- 
als and  Calculations  for  it ;  bat  as  it  may  be  too  late 
to  oppofe  it  without  Doors,  when  it  is  brought  into 
the  Houfe,  I  think  it  proper  to  give  my  Reafons  againil 
it  in  Time,  whilii  I  am  not  precluded  by  Authority  ; 
iivA  promiie  to  confider  every  Thing  of  Weight,  that 
fhall  be  urged  on  the  other  Side. 

But  though  I  do  not  aver  that  any  Minijler  hath 
yet  embraced  fuch  a  Scheme^  I  Vv?ill  not  diilemble 
my  Apprehenfion  that  Tome  ProjeSlor  may  have  it  in 
his  Thoughts  ;  and  J  will  very  frankly  explain  my 
Reafons  for  it,  as  a  farther  .  Juilihcation  of  this  Enquiry. 

About  a  Year  and  an  half  ago  We  took  Notice  of  a 
Rumour,  that  a  certain  Gentleman  had  projefted  a 
Scheme  for  fubflituting  a  general  Excife  in  the  Room 
of  the  Land-Tax ;  upon  which  Occalion  ¥/e  thought 
proper  to  give  our  Readers  fome  Extrails  from  the 
Writings  of  Mr.  Hampden  upon  that  Subjedl.  This 
Apprehenfion  was  treated  with  great  Contempt  by 
Mr.  Walfngham,  who  endeavoured  to  ridicule  it  as  a 
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ialie  Alarm,  a  meer  Bugbear  of  our  own  raiiing,  in  or- 
der to  keep  up  the  Spirit  of  Difcontent;  becaufe  the 
'StippHes  for  that  Tear  were  already  granted,  and  the 
Seflion  \¥as  then  drawing  to  an  End.  This  defer ved 
DO  ReDly  at  that  Time  5  for  We  only  faid  that  fnch  a 
Scheme  was  on  Foot,  without  defigning  to  infinuate  that 
it  would  be  put  in  Execution  that  Year;  yet  the  very 
next  Scflion  We  faw  it  partly  executed  by  reviving  the 
Exdfe  upon  i^-att,  to  make  Way  for  the  RedudHon  of 
cn^S:i:nn%  in  the  Found  on  Land,  '^'htrt  this  Project 
came  under  the  Ccnf-deiation  and  Debate  of  Pariia— 
jnent,  2.  certain  Gciitleruan  v/as  pleafed  to  promife  the 
Hoafe  that  the  other  Shilling  en  Land  ihould  be  like- 
wife  taken  off.  if  They  would  confent  to  jG?ne  Altera- 
ti&ns  in  the  Colleclion  of  the  Revenue.  By  This  He 
v/as  generally  underilcod  to  mean  the  Converfion  of 
fome  other  taxes  into  Excifes ;  and  fcon  after,  this 
Hint  v/as  explain'd  to  us  more  at  large  in  a  Pamphlet, 
intitled,  a  Letter  to  a  Freeholder  on  the  ReduLiion  of 
the  Land-Tax.  As  this  Treafiie  v/as  difperfed  tilrough 
^  the  Kingdom  by  minifierial  Authority^  and  mull  be 
fuppofed  to  contain  the  Sentim.ents  of  Th^fe^  in  v/hofe 
Service  it  was  known  to  be  written,  I  will  tranfcribe 
a  PalTage  or  two  from  it,  relating  to  the  Subject  now 
before  us. 

"  To  fcatter  Terrors  on  this  Occafion,  fajs  He, 
*'  much  Declamation  hath  been  made  Ufe  of  againll: 
"  a  gnier4al  Exdfe ;  as  if  the  necelTary  Funds,  to  be 
*'  provided  in  Eaie  of  th.Q  Land-Tax,  mull:  introduce 
**  a  general  Exdfe.  This  the  Craftfman  hath  raved 
*«  at  in  Print,  and  his  Patrons  have  not  blufh'd  to  do 
**  it  in  Places,  where  fuch  Fallacies  v/ere  not  altoge- 
**  ther  fo  becomingly  introduced.  Every  one  knows 
'^^  that  tbofe  Taxes  J  which  publick  Neceffity  hath  laid 
"  unon  the  Importation  of  Commodities,  have  been  the 
"  moft  grievous  Burthen  on  the  Britijh  Commerce.  All 
<*  llo?ne-Corifumption  ought  to  be  tax'd  j  but  the  Pro- 
^«  duce  of  our  'Colonics,  brought  hither,    hath  a  vafl: 

"  Difadvan- 
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*'  Difadvantage  in  paying  Duty  upon  being  landed, 
*'  and  receiving  Drawbacks  on  being  exported.  All 
*'  Goods  imported  are  more  or  lefs  fubje<5l  to  this 
"  Grievance  5  and  all  Duties  paid  the  Government  on 
**  Importation  coft  the  Government  10  per  Cent  fOr 
"  prompt  Pa3-ment.  In  many,  if  the  Commodity  be 
*'  entered  for  Re-exportation  within  a  certain  Time, 
"  the  Faflor  claims  a  Drazvback  of  the  intire  Duty, 
*'  and  thus  the  Prsemium,  which  was  allow'd^Him 
•*  on  prompt  Payment ^  is  abfolutely  and  intirely  loft  to 
**  the  Publick ;  by  which  the  Nation,  as  the  Cuftoms 
*'  now  {land,  actually  lofes  i'o  per  Cent,  on  divers 
**  Branches  of  our  Commerce.  Befides,  the  Charges  of 
*^  CommiJ/icn,  Sec.  to  the  Planters  and  Merchants  of  oun^ 
**  Colonies,  which  Thev  muft  allovv^  their  Fadors  here 
**  for  the  Tranfadion  of  their  Bulinefs  at  the  Cujlom" 
**  houfe,  are  a  great  Load  upon  their  Trade. 

*'  Other  Inconveniencies  arife  from  the  Duties  being 
**  paid  on  Importation,  and  Drawbacks  allow'd  on  ex- 
*'  porting  them  again.  Numberlefs  Frauds  are  com- 
"  mitted.  The  clandefline  Running  of  Goods  is  greatly 
**  encouraged  by  this  Method  ',  which  if  changed,  the 
**  People  might  be  conii.derably  eaied,  as  well  at  home 
**  as  in  our  Colonies  abroad.  Who  then  will  be  theSuf- 
*'  ferer,  or  who  will  haveCaufe  to  complain  againil:  rea- 
**  fonable  Methods  for  improving  the  Revenue  and  eaiing 
"  the  People,  by  turning  the  moft  burthenfome  of  the 
*'  Cuftoms  on  Importation  into  Excifes  on  Home-Con- 
**  fumption  ?  Our  Liberties  can  be  in  no  Danger  from 
*'  fuch  Excifes.  They  may  be  as  fafe  in  tins  Ki?tgdom 
♦'*  as  in  the  Republick  of  Holland,  under  the  fame  Re- 
"  gulations  j  and  none  will  be  affected  by  this  Altera- 
**  tion  but  thofe  little,  mercenar-^  FaFiors,  who  from  the 
*'  Lull  of  Lucre  w'ould  have  thefe  Cuftoms  continued 
"  againil  the  Intereil  of  Trade,  againft  the  Eafe  of  the 
"  People,  meerly  that  They  may  have  the  private  Ad» 
"  vantage  of  Praemiums  on  prompt  Paymeiit,  and  Com-- 
**  tnijftom  for  tranfading  Bufmefa .  at  the  Cuftom-houfe. 
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*' .  But  This,  I  am  periuaded,  will  have  io  little  Weight 
*'■  with  the  People  of  England^  .againft  their  general  Ad- 
''  vantage,  that  I  rather  believe  They  will  deipife  the 
*^  Clamours  and  rejcft  the  PerforxS  of  Thoie,  who 
"  oppcfe  a  cominon  Goody  from  any  fach  fordid  Motives ; 
^'  efpeclally  \^'here  there  is  not  the  leaft  Thought  of 
**  any  general  Excife,  nor  any  Tendency  to  it,  nor  any 
"  Increaje  of  Officers  p-opofed,  tliat  may  endanger  the 
"  Liberties  of  thj  People. 

I  have  cited  thefe  Pallages  at  large,  and  in  their  full 
•St-ength,  that  the  Author  may  have  no  Pretence  to 
complain  of  Mifreprefentation,  or  a  partial  State  of  his 
Arguments.  There  is  no  Occafion  to  wreft  his  V/ords ; 
.for  He  fpeaksout  very  plainly,  and  avows  Himfelf  an 
-Advocate  for  ExcifeSy  though  He  is  pleafed  to  difclaim 
the  Defign  of  a  general  Ext  fe\  but  it  will  foon  appear, 
in  the  Courfe  of  tliis  Enquiiy,  whether  the  Pradice  of 
turning  one  Duty  after  another  into  Excifes  hath  no 
Tendency  to  a  general  Excife ;  and  whether  this 
Method  cf  Taxation  can  be  long  carry'd  ©n,  without 
-any  Increafe  of  Officers,  or  any  Danger  to  the  Liberties 
£f  the  People. 

The  Gentleman,  who  ani^ver'd  *  this  Pamphlet^ 
made  fome  cur  Tory  Obfervations  on  the  Scheme  cf 
Excifes^  as  it  is  laid  down  in  the  Paffages  before  cited; 
but  deferr'd  the  particular  Examination  of  it  to  a  more 
feafonable  Jun6iure  ;  yet  even  the  few  Remarks,  which 
He  dropt  on  this  Subjed,  rouzed  up  the  fage  Mr.  Of- 
horm ;  who  told  us,  with  his  ufual  Solemnity,  that 
JExcifes  are  fo  far  fom  being  Badges  of  Slavery,  that 
they  are  the  molt  equitable  Methods  of  raifmg  Taxes  j 
and  that  though  nhe  Words  general  Excife,  have  by 
foolf-  C'ftcm  a  frightful  Idea  annex'' d  to  them,  yet  a 
^neial  Excife  is  the  mofi  reafo?iabk  Thing  in  the  World. 

He 
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He  is  pleafed,  indeed,  to  exclude  all  the  Necejfaries  of 
Life,  Trade  and  Manufactory  from  his  No- 
tion of  a  general  Excife  ;  nay,  He  would  have  it  col- 
lefled  by  the  fezvefi  Number  cf  Officers  pojjibie,  who 
ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  enter  into  private  Houfes, 

' ■  If 'This   can  be  contrived,  and  fettled^  fays  He,  a 

general  Excife  will  be  a  national  Blejfmg.  To  which 
I  reply,  that  We  have  no  Objedlion  to  meer  Words,  or 
bounds,  any  more  than  Mr.  Osborne  ;  and  if  either  He, 
or  his  Patron,  who  mud  be  acknowledged  a  very  great 
Mafler  of  Wa^s  and  Means,  can  find  out  a  general  Tax 
to  fupply  all  the  prefent  Occafions  of  the  Government, 
without  endangering  our  Liberties,  or  afFeiling  the 
NeceJJariis  of  Life,  Trade  andMantifaBoryy  I  am  ready 
to  own  it  a  national  Bleffing.  But  what  is  all  This  to 
the  Purpofe  ?  Will  Mr.  Osborne  pretend  to  lay  that  the 
Salt-Tax,  which  gave  Occafion  to  this  Dispute,  did 
not  affed;  the  NeceJJaries  of  Life ;  or  will  he  have  the 
Confidence  to  ailert  that  the  other  Excifes,  pleaded  for 
by  the  Author  of  a  Letter  to  a  Freeholder,  are  of  this 
Nature  ?  No  i  He  manifeftly  evades  the  Point  in  the 
Paper  now  before  Me,  and  feems  to  advance  Argu- 
ments in  one  Paragraph  with  no  other  'Wiz'w^  than  to 
■knock  them  down  in  the  next,  by  throwing 'in  fuch 
Rellriftions  as  I  have  juil:  mention'd.  It  is,  indeed, 
exadly  of  a  Piece  with  his  other  Writings,  which 
difcover  a  Confcioufners  that  He  is  engaged  in  a  bad 
Caufe,  by  continually  ihuffling  between  his  Principles, 
as  an  EngUfoman,  and  the  Duty  of  his  prefent  Voca- 
tion, as  a  Court-Writer . 

However,  this  Way  of  Reafoning,  in  Favour  of 
Excifes,  is  fuflicient  to  give  us  an  Alarm,  as  it  is 
evidently  calculated  to  prepare  us~for  fomething  of 
that  Nature,  and  hath  induced  me  to  enter  imme- 
diately upon  the  Examination  of  a  Point,  v/hich  I 
apprehend  to  be  of  the  utraoll  Confe(]^uence  to  Great 
B^  iiain, 
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The  Reader  will  perceive  that  J  deiign  this  Paper 
only  by  way  of  Introdudlion  to  Ibme  following  Effays ; 
in  which  I  propofe  to  ftate  the  Nature  of  Excifcs,  and 
fhew  how  they  differ  from  other  Taxes,  with  Regard 
to  the  general  Intereft  of  Trade  and  the  Liberties  of  the 
People.  I  will  likewife  enquire  into  the  Origin  of  this 
Method  of  Taxation,  and  by  what  Means  it  was  firit 
introduced  and  eftablilh'd  amongft  us.  I  will  farther 
endeavour  to  prove  that  the  Scheme  now  in  Difpute 
tends  to  the  Eilabliihment  of  fiich  a  general  Excife,  as 
hath  been  coniiantly  oppoied  in  this  Nation  by  all  the 
great  Patrons  and  AJfertors  of  Liberty. 

To  thefe  general  Heads  I  Ihall  occaiionally  fubjoin 
fuch  Obferva lions  on  particular  Branches  of  the  Argu- 
ment, as  my  own  Enquiries,  the  Information  of  others, 
or  the  Objedions  of  my  Adverfaries  may  fuggeil  to 
me,  in  the  Courfe  of  this  Debate  ^-ibr  I  expert  to  have 
the  whole  Corps  of  Mercenaries  turn'd  loofe  upon  me, 
in  order  to  confound  Truth  v/ith  Numbers,  Clamour 
and  Sophiiiry  ;  but  I  am  fo  fully  convinced  of  the  Me- 
rits of  the  Caufe,  that  I  deiire  only  the  Attention  o^  the 
Publick,  and  the  impartial  Judgment  of  all  dilintereiled 
Men.  I  can  only  add,  that  as  I  am  refolved  to  fpare  no 
Pains  in  the  Illullration  of  this  Point ;  fo  m.y  Pvcaders 
may  be  affured  that  I  wi'l  not  fuffer  myfeif  to  be  di- 
verted fron»  the  Parfuit  of  it  by  2.-ny  perfonal  Scurrilities, 
or  Altercations  foreign  to  the  Purpofe,  D„ 
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Some  Coj:fini-r^ticns  on   the  Nalure  ef  'Ekqis'es,  with 
Regard  to  the  general  Inter ejl  ^  Trade. 

l.??4M^<ic/^  H  E  Subjea  i-,  wichout  all  Doiibf,  ob- 
liged to  bear  the  Burthen  of  thofe  Taxes^ 
which  are  neceffary  to  defray  the  pub- 
lick  Expences  of  the  Nation  ;  but  then 
particular  Care  fliould  be  taken,  in  the 
Manner  of  levying  them,  not  to  give 
any  jufl:  Occafion  of  Complaint;  v/hich  Vv'ill  be  una- 
voidable, where  the  Method  of  Cohesion  tends  to  en- 
fiaving  theSubjeft,  and  fubverting  the  Co.ifdtution  ;  for 
ilnce  all  that  the  People  pay  to  the  Commonwealth  i?, 
in  Reality,  nothing  elfe  than  the  Price  of  thofe  Rights 
and  Privileges^  which  They  enjoy  under  the  prefent 
Government  ;  \o  it  is  not  reafonable  that  any,  who 
pay  their  Proportion  of  that  P?'ice,  Ihould  be  deprived 
of  their  Share  of  the  Purchafe. 

It  often  happens  that  the  Tax  itfelf  does  not  fit  fo 
uneafy  upon  the  People,  as  the  Inequality  of  it,  or  fome 
Sei^erity  in  the  Method  of  colleSling  it.  If  there  ei- 
ther be  any  Partiality  in  the  Irnpofitions  themfelves,  or  if 
one  Part  of  the  Kingdom  are  deprived  of  the  Liberties', 
to  which  They  have  a  Right  in  common  with  the  reft 
of  their  Fellow-Subjefts  j  This  will  certainly  work  Dif- 
content  in  the  Hearts  of  fiich  Men,  and  raile  an  Envy 
in  Them  towards  Thofe,  who  enjoy  the  Privilege?, 
which  They  are  deprived  of,  contrary  to  their  natural 
Right.  Such  reafonable  Diicontents  as  Thofe  are, 
w^hich  arife  from  the  Caufes  above-mention'd,  ought  al- 
ways to  be  guarded  againil  and  prevented  with  the  ut- 
moil  Caution.  They  are  Evils,  which  fpread  foon  and 
wide,  cany  along  with,  them  violent  Refentments,  and 

have 


io         7^^  Graft  s  MA  N.     N^  331, 

hare  often  proved  fatal  to  Government  itfelf.  They 
take  oiF  fo  many  Friends  of  it,  as  iind  themfelves  aiTeft- 
ed  by  thefe  Evils,  and  drive  Them  into  the  oppofite 
Party  ;  for  of  what  Value  is  the  beft  Conilitution  in  the 
V/orld  toThofe,  vv^ho  are  cut  off  from  the  Benefits  of 
it,  and  reduced  to  a  State  o^ Slavery  in  a  free  CounU-^i  ? 
V/ho  can  wonder  if  fuch  Men  fhould  be  provoked  to 
join  with  the  DifafFeded,  and  lay  hold  of  all  Opportu- 
nities to  recover  their  antient,  juil  and  natural  Liber- 
ties ? 

The  trading  Part  o^ Great  Britain  is  Tiot  only  a  very 
large  and  opulent,  but  likewife  the  mofc  valuable  Part 
of  it.  To  their  Labour  and  Induftry  it  is  owing  that 
this  Nation  is  raifed  from  a  wild,  uncultivated  Defart, 
to  its  prefent  Height  of  Riches,  Grandeur  and  Strength, 
TheWifdom  of  our  Anceflors  hath  therefore  been  al- 
ways employ'd  in  the  Encouragement  of  Trade  ;  and 
whenever  the  Neceilities  of  the  State  hath  required  the 
Impofition  of  any  Burthen  on  if,  by  Way  of  Subfidy, 
the  Legiflature  hath  taken  Care  that  the  Trader  fhould 
be  protefted,  at  the  fame  Time,  in  his  Ferfon  and  Pro- 
perty againft  the  Oppreilions  of  Thoie,  v/ho  were  em- 
ploy'd in  colledting  thofe  Sublidies. 

I  am  ready  to  agree  with  the  Author  of  a  Letter  to 
a  Freeholder,  that  thofe  Taxes,  'which  pub  lick  Necejfty- 
hath  laid  upon  the  Importation  of  Commodities,  have 
been  a  very^rievous  Burthen  on  the  Britiih  Commerce  ; 
and  therefore  it  is  a  Duty  incum.bent  on  Miniflers  to 
eafe  that  Burthen  by  all  poffible  Methods  oi  frugality 
and  goodOEconomy  ',  but  if  our  prefent  Circumilances 
v^nW  not  admit  oi  nviy  Redu8ion  of  Taxes,  (which  is 
the  only  effectual  Relief)  and  the  fole  Difpute  fiiould 
be  concerning  fome  Alterations  in  the  Manner  of  col- 
leSiing  them,  a  wife  People  v/ill  always  chufe  the  leaf 
of  two  Evils,  and  defire  to  continue  under  that  Kind 
cf  Taxation,  w^hich  is  moft  agreeable  to  the  Nature  of 
Trade,  and  the  fundamental  Principles  of  their  Conftitu- 

tion. 

This 


ISl^33'«    51?^  Graf  Ts  MAN.  ir 

This  leads  me  to  the  Examination  of  a  Point,  which 
I  derign  to  make  the  Subjedl  of  this  Paper,  by  explain- 
ing the  Nature  o^  Excifes,  and  flievving  how  they  differ 
from  other  Taxes. 

I  am  forry  to  obferve  that  this  Point  fhould  want 
any  Explanation  ;  but  To  it  is,  that  kw  Perlbns  except 
Thofe,  who  are  concern'd  in  Trade  and  Merchandize, 
or  have  had  the  Honour  to  reprefent  their  Country  in 
Parliament,  or  to  fervs  the  Government  in  fome  pub- 
lick  Poft,  feem  to  be  fully  apprized  of  the  Difference 
between  tbefe  Taxes ;  and  the  Letter-Writer  before- 
mention'd  hath  the  Diiingenuity,  amongfl  all  his  gene- 
ral Arguments  for  Excifes, ^io  take  no  Notice  of  the 
mofl: .  material  Objection  againll  them  j  I  mean  the 
Laws  of  Excife. 

It  is  therefore  neceflary,  in  the  iirll:  Place,  to  Hate 
this  Affair  in.  a  true  Light. 

Now,  in  all  Difput^  between  the  Crown  and  the 
SubjeSi,  in  Cafes  relating  to  the  Cufioms,  the  Pvlerits  of 
the  Can fe  are  left  to  the  Decifion  of  Law,  according  to 
antient  Ufage,  in  the  ordinary  Courts  of  Jufcice ;  but 
the  Converfion  of  thofe  Sublidies  into  Excifes  puts  the 
Tr-ader  under  a  new  Set  of  Laws,  form.erly  unknown 
to  our  Conftitution,  and  I  hope.  1  may  fay  without  O'f^ 
fence,  not  altogether  agreeable  to  it ;  for  the  Powers 
given  to  the  Commift oners  of  Excife  in  fome  Meafure 
disfranchife  every  freeborn  Englijhfnan^  as  far  as  He  is 
a  Dealer  in  excifeable  Cofnmodities. 

One  of  the  moH  eilential  Parts  of  our  Conftitution, 
as  well  as  the  flrongeil:  Bulwark  of  it,  is  That  oi  Trials 
iy  Juries  ;  a  Privilege,  v/hich  the  Englijh  Nation  hath 
a Ifer ted  and  prefer ved  for  feveral  Ages,  with  Oceans  of 
Blood  and  an  immenfe  Profufion  of  Treafure.  It  is 
This,  which  fcreens  the  Small  from  the  Oppreffion  of 
the  Great ;  the  Subje^  from  the  unjuil  Reientment  of 
•the  Frince,  or  the  Violence  of  his  Minijiers  ;  and  there- 
fore all  Attempts  to  fupprefs  this  Frivilege  aifeft  our 
£onjiittitio?i  m  one  of  the  tenderell  Parts  of  it,  and  may 

be 
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be  made  ufe  of,  by  b^d  Minifters,  to   the  Introduflion 
of  arbitrary  Goverrwiefit. 

Our  Engl'ijh  Farliaments  have  always  been  fb  zea- 
lous in  their  Endeavours  for  preferving  x^ivi-gre-at  Jezuel 
of  Liberty,  and  transmitting  it  to  latefl:  Generations,  that 
it  hath  been  ellablilh'd  and  confirm'd  by  the  legiflative 
Po^ver  near  threefcore  Times,  fmce  the  l\orman  Con- 
queft.-  It  is,  indeed,  the  moft  effenti'd  Privilege  of 
Magna  Charta  itfelf,  which  is  the  Foundation  of  cur 
Liberties,  and  fo  deeply  engraven  in  the  Hearts  of  the 
People . 

i. 

Give  me  Leave  to  repeat,  that  this  great  and  funda- 
mental Privilege  is  preferved  to  the  Subjeft  in  all  our 
Laws  relating  to  the  CuJfo?ns,  or  Duties  on  hnprtation  ; 
but  turning  the  Ctifto?7is  into  Excifes  on  Home-Confump- 
tion,  acccording  to  the  Letter-zuriterh  Scheme,  is  put- 
ting the  Trader  under  z.  Set  of  Officers,  who  have 
PoN^'Cr  to  interpret  and  execute  the  Laws  in  a  fu?n- 
mary  Manner  ;  for  here  the  Subjeft  is  condemn'd  with- 
out l^rial  by  Juries,  in  the  uiual  Manner,  and  left 
without  any  dernier  Refort  of  fuftice,  unlefs  it  be  to 
the  CG7nnviffioners  of  Appeal,  which  is  a  Kind  of  fine^ 
cure,  dependent  Co7nmiJjhn,  under  Vvhich  the  Subjeft  is 
•try'd  by  his  adverfe  Party  ;  the  Commijfp.oners  and 
their  inferior  Officers  being  Profecutors,  Evidence, 
Judges  and  Executioners.— Perfons  invefued  with  fuch 
a  Power,  and  under  fuch  Circumftances,  wall  feldom 
or  never  lofe  a  Caufe. 

In  all  other  Cafes,  whether  they  relate  to  private 
"Property,  or  \yt  between  the  Crown  and  the  Subject, 
the  Caufe  is  not  \^h  to  the  Determination  of  tki^Judges^ 
tho'  their  -j-  CommiiTion  is  not  fo  precafious  as  That  of 


-|-  In  former  Reigns^  the  Judges  held  their  Places 
cnly  during  the  King's  Pleafure  >  but  This  zoas  found  to  be 
attended  with  fo  ma?iy  bad  Confequences,  that  it  is  pro- 
vided by  the  A61  of  Settlement,  that  They  Jhall  hold 
tht7n,   during  good  Eehaviour. 

the 


N^  33''      T'/?^  Craftsman-         r$ 

the  Excife.^  They  are  under  an  Oath  to  do  impartial 
JullicG  according  to  Law.  They  muft  likewife  have 
the  Concurrenc^e  of  the  Verdift  of  twelve  indifferent 
Men  in  the  -Ncighuonrhocd,  who  are  luppofed  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  Parties^  and  are  fworn  to  try  the 
Caufe  between  Them,  according  to  the  Evidence  given 
in  Court.  They  are  not  obliged  to  follow  the  Di- 
redion,  or  Charge  of  the  Judge^  unlefs  it  happens  to 
agree  with  their  ov^n  Sentiment's  and  Conleiences. 
Nay  farther,  by  a  late  Aft  for  regulrding  Juries^  thele 
twelve  Men  muil  be  choien  by  Ballot  in  open  Court 
from  no  lefs  a  Number  than  Seventy,  to  be  rcturn'd 
by  the  Sheriff;  unlefs  either  Party  demand  a  Special 
Jury,  of  which  I  have  taken  JNotice  in  a  former 
Paper. 

Let  us  now  coniider  the  Cafe  of  the  poor  Trader. 
He  is  left  to  the  final  Determination  of  tlie  Commif- 
fioncrs  c/Exclfei  who  are  not  his  Equals,  ov  Neigh- 
hours,  and-  therefore  cannot  be  fijppofed  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  his  Perjon  and  Characier.  They  are 
nominated  by  the  Cro-zun,  and  depend  upDn  its  Pleaiiire 
for  the  Continuance  of  their  Places.  They  are  under  a 
firi6l  Injunclion  to  take  Care  of  ihe  Revenue,  and  not 
ty'd  down  to  the  Ponies  of  WeJlminJier-HalL  So  that 
when  any  Controverfj;  comes  before  Them,  We  can- 
not be  furprizcid  if  Tliey  ad  many  Times  as  if  They 
thought  it  their  Duty  to  be  fevere,  becaufe  the  more 
Fines  They  lay  upon  the  Subjeft,  the  more  Money 
They  bring  into  the  King's  Coflersj  nor  that  bad  Men 
mav  be  tempted  to  m.ake  this  the  Tenure,  by  which 
They  hold  their  Places. 

But  Th-is  is"  not  the  only  Objefiion  againll  Excife 
Lavjs,  with  Regard  bo  Trade,  though  I  think  it  lb 
material,  that  it  ought  iingly  to  weigh  down  all  the 
Arguments,  which  have  yet  been  advanced  in  Favour 
of  them. 

However,  let  us  view  this  Affair  in  another  Light. 

Vol.  X.  B  La 
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In  Duties  upon  Importation,  a  Man  hath  full  Power 
ever  his  Goods,  as  foon  as  He  clears .  them  of  the 
Cujfom-hcufe  and  gets  them  home.  He  may  difpofe  of 
them  as  He  pleafes,  without  any  Body's  Leave,  and  is 
not  fubjeft  to  the  capricious  Humour  of  every  little 
Officer f  who  may  take  it  into  his  Head,  or  perhaps 
think  it  meritorious,  to  give  Him  as  much  Difturbance 
•as  poffible  in  the  Execution  of  his  Duty.  '  The  Trader, 
in  this  Cafe,  is  not  liable  to  have  his  Shop,  or  Ware- 
houfes  ranfack'd,  without  Information  upon  Oath  that 
feme  contraband  Goods  are  conceal'd  in  them  j  nay, 
even  then  a  Warrant  muft  be  granted  by  a  civil  Magi- 
firate,  and  executed  in  Prefence  of  a  'Peace-Officer^  in 
Day -Time  only,  according  to  the  ufual  and  antient 
Forms  of  Law. 

On  the  other  Hand,  by  theZ^efj  cfExcife,  no  Mair 
is  at  Liberty  to  remove  his  Goods  from  the  Place, 
where  they  were  firll:  depolited,  without  Leave  from 
an  Officer  for  fo  doing,  to  the  great  Interruption  of  his 
otlier  Eufmefs,  and  often  to  the  Prejudice  of  his  parti- 
cular Dealings  and  Contra6ts. 

As  the  Irnprijonment  oJ\  the  Body  is  next  to  the  Lofs  of 
Life,  fo  the  Confinement  of  Property  is  next  to  taking  it 
away  ;  yet  thus  it  is  with  excifeable  Goods.  They  are 
{hut  up  in  Shops  and  Warehoules  under  fevere  Keepers, 
appointed  by  the  Croze?!,  and  cannot  be  moved  from 
thence,  or  difpofed  of  in  a  fair  Way  of  Trade,  (though 
the  Duties  have  been  paid)  without  a  Permit,  or 
Habeas  Corpus ;  being  taken  like  Felons  and  condemn'd, 
if  they  are  found  without  it.  This  is  fuch  an  Inftance 
of  Severity,  and  fuch  a  Reftraint  upon  Trade,  as  is 
hardly  to  be  parallel'd  in  any  free  Country. 

hidufry  hath  its  Foundation  on  Liberty ;  and  thofe 
Men,  who  either  are  a6lually  Slaves,  or  haveReafon  to 
believe  their  Freedom  precarious,  will  never  fucceed  in 
Trade,  which  thrives  and  flouriilies  moil:  in  Climates  of 
Liberty  and  Eafe.  Thefe  keep  the  prefent  Inhabitants 
.at  home,    and  inviie  others-  lo  fettle  amongil  Them, 

more 
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more  than  the  Pleafantnefs  of  Situation,  or  the  whole- 
fome  Temperature  of  Air.  There  are  many  Inflances 
of  fruitful  and  dehghtful  Countries,  which  have  been 
impoverifh'd  and  almoft  depopulated,  in  Spight  of 
JN^ture,  by  Severities  in  Government.  To  This  it  is 
owing  that  l^rade  hath  been  lofi:  to  one  Nation  and  ob- 
tained by  another.  V/e  Britons  have  particularly  ex- 
perienced This,  in  former  Ages,  to  our  infinite  Advan- 
tage ;  and  1  hope  We  fhall  never  ail  fo  weak  a  Part  as 
to  adopt  thofe  Methods  of  Government,  which  have 
deiliroy'd  Trade  in  other  Countries,  or  to  withdraw 
thofe  Privileges  and  Encouragements,  which  have 
carry'd  it  to  fo  great  an  Height  in  our  ozvn. 

It  ought  likewife  to  be  particularly  conlider'd,  at 
this  Time,  that  all  the  Nations  in  Europe  are  turning 
their  Thoughts  to  Traffick^  and  even  in  thofe  Gountrief, 
where  the  Government  is  abfolute  in  other  Refpecls, 
They  make  it  their  Study  to  eale  the  Merchants,  and 
encourage  both  Natives  and  Foreigners  to  fettle  Com-- 
merce  with  Them. 

Shall  We,  on  the  other  Hand,  encourage  their  At-- 
tempts,  by  laying  all  the  Burthens  and  Reftraints  We 
can  invent  on  our  own Urade ? -—Is  This  a  Time  for  us 
to  clog  it  with  new  Difficulties,  or  to  put  the  Britijh 
Merchants  under  any  farther  UneafmelTes,  after  all  the 
Embarrafsments,  Interruptions  and  Depredations,  which 
They  have  already  fufFer'd  with  fo  much  Patience,  foa: 
feveral  Years  pail:?  —  Will  not  This  look  as  if  We  in- 
tended to  provoke  Them,  by  all  poffible  Methods,  to 
withdraw  from  us,  and  fettle  in  thofe  Countries,  where 
They  can  carry  on  their  Traffick  with  more  Freedom  ; 
or  compel  Them  to  lay  it  afide  at  home,  in  order  to 
live  more  at  Eafe,  and  enjoy  the  Liberties  of  their 
Country,  in  common  with  the  reft  of  their  Fellow- 
Subjefts  ? — How  prejudicial  muft  This  be  to  a  trading 

Nation  ? Will  it  not  take  oiF  the  ableft  Hands  from 

the  Intereft  of  Trade,  and  oblige  Them  to  turn  their 
Money  into  other  Channels  ?      m  Is  it   not  eteraally 

B  2  true 
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true  tliat  the  greater  the  Stock,  and  the  more  People 
ere  empIovVi  in  C€m?nerce^  the  moi-e  extenfive  and  be- 
ne Hcial  it  will  be  in  any  Country  ? — This  is  certainly 
the  only  triie  Method  of  increafmg  the  national  Siock  j 
and  this  Stoch,  as  I  obierved  before,  is  the  Foundation 
•.of  OLir  national  Strength  and  Grandeur. 

Several  other  Reafoiis  mighr  be  urged  againfl  ihh 
Scheme  cfE:^'cyes  ',  but  ss  they  are  of  a  more  particular 
iNiiVture,  I  chufe  to  referve  them  for  another  Place, 
when  1  come  to  conlider  the  Leitcr-writer' s  Objedli- 
ons  to  Duties  on  ImpC'riaiion,  and  his  Arguments  in  Fa- 
\c\\x  Qt  Excifes.  At  prefent,  1  confine  my felf  to  gene- 
ral Topicks,  and  hope  I  have  iuiticienrly  e:xplain'd  the 
mifchievoas  EiTecls  of  Excife  Lazvs,  (if  they  fhmild 
become  genernl)  v/ith  Regard  to  Irads,^  and  the  whole 
Eocy  of  Brltljh  Mercha7iis.  '  CD. 
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Trjd  Nature  of  Excifes  ccnfider^d^    with  Regard  t& 
NATIONAL  Liberty. 

E  have  already  examined  the  Cafe  of 
Excifes^  according  to  the  Letter-writer'' s 
Scheme,  "^vith  Pveipecl  to  the  Intereft  of 
Trnde  i  and  if  We  carry  our  Enquiries  a 
little  farther.  We  fhall  iind  them^  equally 
repugnant    to    the  Principles  of  popular 

Liber t^h  ss  well  as'equally  dangerous   to  the  Conllitu- 

tion  of  a  nee  Country. 

This  Point  is  lilceWife  explain'd   in  our  laft  Paper, 

as  far  as  k  concerns  the  trading  Part  of  the  Nation ; 

which  is  fo  very  confidef  able  a  Bcdy  of  Men,  in  every 

Reipc6l, 


Refpeft,  that  if  their  Interefts  only  were  concerned  in 
jl;is  Scheme,  there  would  be  no  Occaiion  for  any  other 
Arguments  againil  it. 

It  hath  been  often  obje£led  againil:  the  A61,  fbr.  pu~ 
nijhing  Mutiny  and  Defertion,  in  Times  of  Peate,  that 
it  is  of  dangerous  Confequence  to  put  one  Part  of  the 
Nation  under  different  Laws  from  the  reft^  and  that 
Men,  who  are  thus  in  a  Manner  cut  off  from  the  com- 
mon Benefits  of  the  Conllitution,  will  have  but  little 
Regard  for  it,  and  may  be  tempted  to  reduce  their 
Fellow-Subjefts  to  the  fame  Condition  with  Them- 
felves. 

I  apprehend  that  this  Obje6lion  will  hold  much 
flronger  againil  Excife  Lawsj  which  are  indeed  very 
much  like  martial  Laius,  both  in  their  Nature  and 
Execution  ;  with  this  Difference,  that  whereas  martial 
Laws  are  continued  only  from  Year  to  Year,  Excife 
Laws  are  commonly  made  perpetual,  or  at  leaft  for  a 
long  Term  of  Years.  Belides,  it  will  be  allowed,  I 
fuppofe,  that  as  Trade  is  more  beneficial  to  the  King- 
dom than  a  Jianding  Arm"^,  lb  the  Britijh  Merchants 
will  always  be  more  popular  than  ?nilitar'^  People^  and 
find  more  Adherents,  w^hen  their  Interefts  are  effentially 
concern'd.  They  are  theHeart-blooi  of  the  Body-poli- 
tick, which  circulates  thro'  every  Part  of  it ;  and 
whatever  Hardihips  are  laid  upon  Them  will  diffufe 
themfelves  in  the  fame  Manner  through  the  whole 
Mafs  of  the  People. 

I  have  faid  thus  much  to  explain  my  former  Obfer- 
vation,  that  the  Fate  of  the  whole  Kingdom  depends, 
in  a  great  Meafure,  on  the  Welfare  of  the  Britijh 
Merchants, 

Let  us  however  coniider  Excfes  in  a  general  View, 
as  I  promifed  at  the  Beginning  of  this  Paper,  and  with- 
out any  Regard  to  merca?itile  Perfons, 

The  Letter-writer  tells  us,  in  Behalf  of  his  Schef/ie, 
that  our  Liberties  can  bs  in  no  Danger  from  fuch  Excifes, 
I  wiih  He  had  thought  fit  to  explain  Himielf  a  little 
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farther,  and  let  us  know  what  He  means  by  theWord 
■  Liberty,  becauie  it  is  an  equivocal  Term,  and  Ibme  Per- 
fons  feem  refolved  to  mike  us  accept  of  it  in  the  loweii: 
Sen^e.  As  the  Letter-zoriter  is  an  Advocate  for  thefe 
honourable  Gs'atkmen,  He  miy  perhaps  mean  that  We 
are  in  no  Danger  of  being  (but  up  in  Dungeons,  or 
chain'' d  to  Oars,  but  Ihall  be  left  at  full  Liberty  to  li'ue, 
or  ftarve  where  We  pleaje.  This,  I  fay,  may  be  hfs 
Meaning  ;  for  He  may  argue,  with  his  ufual  Acutene's, 
that  our  Liberties  cannot  be  /aid  to  be  taken  away, 
vjhilji  our  Bodies  are  free  ;  and  I  muft  do  Him  the 
Jufl'ice  to  acknowledge  that  this  Kind  Oi  corporal  Liberty 
may  not  be  in  any  immediate  Danger  from  this  Frojeif. 
But  He  muft  give  me  Leave,  at  the  lame  Time,  to 
jobferve  that  This  is  not  the  Senfe,  in  w^hich  I  always 
underllood  ttie  Liberties  of  Great  Britain  ;  for  as  Po- 
verty and  Slavery  are  commonly  and  very  juftly  join'd 
together,  fo  I  can  never  think,  or  fpeak  o^  Ltbert%  with- 
out annexing  feme  Ideas  of  Eafe,  Plenty,  and  Proper iiy 
to  it.  Why  do  We  always  chufe  to  call  ourfe.ves  a 
free  and  a  fiouriping  People  ?  Is  it-not  becaufe  We  ap- 
prehend them  to  be  necelTary  Confequences  of  each 
other  ?  They  are,  indeed,  convertible  Terms ;  and  as 
no  People  can  be  truly  faid  to  be  in  a  f.ourifmng  State, 
when  They  are  not  free,  fo  They  cannot  long  continue 
to  be  free,  when  They  ceafe-to  fourip. 

If  this  Reafoning  isjufl,  it  will  follow^  that  a  free 
People  ought  to  be  loaded  with  as  few  Taxes  as  polli- 
blc,  and  Thofe  to  be  levy'd  in  a  Manner  agreeable  to 
their  Conftitution  j  nay,  tliat  They  will  lofe  all  i\^ 
Advantages  and  even  the  Denomination  of  freemen, 
when  either  the  Weight  of  Taxes  themfelves,  or  the 
Manner  of  coUefcing  them,  reduces  Them  to  Beggary 
and  Dependence,  which  are  properly  the  Circumliances 
and  Charadlerifiicks  of  Slat: es. 

When  I  mention  Poverty  as  a  Mark,  or  Badge  of  Sla- 
very, I  am,  not  infeniible  that  antient  Hifiory  furnifiies 
us  widi  feveral  Inftances  of  great  States,  which  not  on- 
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ly  flourifii'd  under  a  general  Poverty,  but  ex'en  owed 
the  Prefervation  of  their  Liberty  to  it.  Of  this  Sort 
was  the  fdmoas  Republick  o^l  Rome,  and  feveral  States 
o^  Greece.  But  let  it  be  reinember'd  that  This  was 
owing  to  the  Policy  of  their  Government,  which  made 
Psuerty  and  Conte?npt  cf  Richei  the  niou  fliining  In- 
flances  of  heroic  Virtue.  Nor  was  this  Principle  calcu- 
lated only  for  the  meaner  Sort  of  People  ;  but  erery 
Man,  as  the  Abbot  de  Vertot  obferves  of  the  Romans, 
thought  Himfelf  fufficiently  zoealthy  in  the  Riches  of  the 
State,  and  the  Generals  as  well  as  the  commsn  Sol- 
diers, received  their  ^ubfi fiance  only  from  their  own 
little  Patrimony,  which  They  cultivated  with  their  own 
Hands.  Suck  a  State  oi Equality  as  This  made  Povert'j 
honourable,  inftead  of  fcandalous,  and  rai'ed  an  Emu- 
lation amongfe  all  Ranks  of  People  to  ferve  the  Publick, 
without  any  View  to  private  Advantage.  This  glo- 
rious Principle  was  carry'd  to  fo  great  an  Height  in 
tho'e  Ages,  that  it  was  common  to  fee  Men  lay  down 
the  Command  of  victorious  Jr^nies,  the  Truit  of  the 
fublick  Treafure,  and  other  high  Offices  of  the  State  as 
poor,  or  poorer  than  They  went  into  them,  and  return 
to  lYiQ  Plough^  from  whence  They  were  call'd  to,  the 
Service  of  their  Country.  Befides,  the  Poverty  of  thofe 
antient  Heroes  was  made  eafy  to  Them  by  the  fafliiona- 
ble  and  prevailing  Habits  of  Temperance  and  Frugality. 
It  did  not  confilt  in  the  Want  of  the  comm-on  NeceJJaries 
a'nd  Conveniences  of  Life,  like  the  Poverty  \yeare  fpeak- 
ing  of,  but  only  in  an  Abftinence  from  all  Superfiiities 
and  Extravagance ;  for  as  foon  as  Luxury  and  Ambition 
had  m.adeThcm  really  necefltous,  and  their  Ncceffities 
(orrupt,  Tliey  foon  became  a  Prey  to  the  Invaders  of 

their  Liberties. Bat  it   is   ridiculous    to   compare 

thofe  Times  to  th^prefent,  ox  their  Governments  to  curs, 
vvhofe  Conuitucion  and  Klaxims  of  Policy  are  fo  very 
different.  I  mention  ic  only  to  obviate  fuch  an  Ob- 
jcflion,  and  (hall  now  return  to  the  Subjedl  of  this  Pa- 
per, without  any  farther  Digrellicn. 

As 
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As  the  Riches  and  Strength  of  this  Nation, are  unde- 
niably owing  to  our  Co?nmerce,  fo  it  is  equally  certaiH 
that  our  Commerce  is  fupported  by  the  Produce  of  our 
Lands,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  which  turn  the  Bal- 
lance  di  Trade  in  our  Favour.  Whenever  therefore  the 
Price  of  our  Commodities  and  ManufaBures  is  fo  far  ad- 
vanced by  high  Duties  and  Incumbrances  upon  them, 
that  other  Nations  can  afford  to  underfell  us,  and  drive 
our  Merchants  out  of  foreign  Markets  ;  the  Confequence 
mull  be,  that  our  Riches  and  Power  will  fmk  away 
with  our  Trade  ',  a  general  Scene  oiPovert'^  will  fpread 
itfelf  by  Degrees  amongft  all  Ranks  of  People  ;  and  I 
am  afraid  it  will  appear  that  our  Liberties  will  decline 
in  Proportion. 

I  find  myfelf  running  back  again  to  the  Subjeflof 
Trade ;  and,  indeed,  the  Liberties  ol  the  whole  Nation 
are  fo  clofely  connefied  and  interwoven  with  it,  that  it  ~ 
is  impofiible  to  divide  them  intirely  from  each  other. 

But  whatever  may  be  thought  of  Co?nmerce,  or  the 
Merchants,  there  is  one  Point  in  the  Scheme  ofExcifes, 
which  affecls  us  all,  as  EngJ-Jhinen  and  Freemen,  in  the 
moil  fenfible  P^danner,  however  feparate  from,  or  un- 
concern'd  in  Trade  j  I  mean  the  Nimiber  of  Officers, 
which  muil  be  quartered  upon  us  for  that  Purpofe. 

It  is  agreed  on  all  Hands  that  the  Happinefs  of  this 
Nation  confifls  in  being  govern'd  by  Laws  of  our  owii 
making  ;  That  is,  by  our  Deputies  and  Reprefent-atives, 
This  is  the  fundamental  Principle  of  our  Confiitution, 
on  which  our  Liberties  and  Praperties  depend.  What- 
ever therefore  tends,  iri  any  D,egree,  to  the  Infringe- 
ment of  the  Privileges  and  Independency  of  that  AJfem- 
bly,  is  llifEcient  to  give  us  a  reafonable  Jealoufy,  and 
ought  to  be  oppofed  with  the  utmoll  Vigour. 

The   great  Burthen    of  our  national  Debts,  and   the 
Multiplicity  of  Qi^^iT/,    occsfion'd  by  them,  beiides  a 
Yiv.mt^Q'usJianding  Army,  have  already  given  the  Crcwn 
a  prodigious  Addition  of  Power,  unknown  toourlFore 
fathers.     The  prefent  Number  of  thefe  Officers,  civi 

and 
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snd  militar'^^  is  ib  very  large,  that  it  is  impofUble  to 
:nake  any  juit  Computaiion  of  tlicin.  Moit  of  thefe 
Gentlemen  arc  abfolutely  dependent  on  the  Crovjii^ 
\\  hich  hath  the  fole  Power  of  putting  Them  in  and 
turning  Tiiem  out  of  their  Employments.  Many  of 
Them  are  Pcrfons  of  fach  diftinguilii'd  Figure,  Fortune 
and  Intereil  in  their  refpeftive  Counties,  that  They  ar» 
either  cho fen  'Members  ofParlia?nent  themfelves,  or  have 
a  ver}^  great  Influence  in  the  Ehclion  cf  ethers.  The 
fubakern  Part  of  Them  have  likev/ife  a  proportionable 
Intcreil:,  which  They  are  obliged  to  make  Uit  of,  ^y  hat- 
ever  may  be  their  natural  Principles,  accordmg  to  the 
Diredlion  of  their  Superiors. 

Perhaps,  it  may  not  be  proper,  or  fafe,  to  explain 
this  Point  any  farther,  with  Regard  to  the  Ojjicers  dl~ 
ready  efiahEjh\i  j  but  I  hope  every  EngHjhma?!  is  at 
Liberty  to  oiter  his  Sentiments  againft  th^  Licrcafe  of 
^bemy  elpscially  Thofe  of  the  Exctfe. 

The  Letter-zvriter  told  us,  at  the  Beginning  of  laft 
Summer,  that  the  Liberties  of  the  People  will  not  be 
affected  by  Jix,  hundred  Salt-Officers  j  to  which  it  w^as 
anfwer'd  at  that  Time,  and  may  be  repeated  nov/, 
that  the  Liberties  of  fuch  a  Nation  as  This  cannot,  in- 
deed, be  over-run  by  fix  hundred  Salt-Officers  only  ',  but 
then  it  was  ask'd,  \vheLher  fuch  a  'Number,  added  to 
the  vaft  Multitude  before  Jukfifling,  was  of  no  Weight 
in  the  Scale  ',  or  why  the  Claufe,  to  reilrain  Them  liom 
voting  in  Eiedions,  was  rejected?  And  whether  this 
Method  ofReafoning  zvould  not  juftify  the  Addition  cf 
fix  hundred  m.ore,  cversj  Year,  till  at  laft  They  fwarm 
like  Locufts  over  the  Land,  and  render  a  military  Army 
unneceffary  to  execute  any  Purpofes  f 

The  Letter-writer  likewife  told  us,  in  the  PafTages 
formerly  cited,  that  there  is  not  any  Increafe  of  Offi- 
cers propofed,  that  ?nay  endanger  the  Liberties  of  the 
People. 

This  is  a  very  ambiguous  Form  of  Exprcffion,  and 
it  i?  difficult  to  determiue  whether  He  means  that  there 

is 
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13  no  hicreafe  of  Officer's  fropofed  at  all  ;  <5r  ,7<j  such 
Increase  as  may  enda?:ger  the  Liberties  of  the  People. 
If  He  means  the  latter ^  as  I  am  inclined  to  think  He 
does,  the  fame  Queftions  wUl  recur,  that  were  ask'd 
concerning  the  fix  hundred  ^alt-Officers  ;  and  He 
would  do  well  to  Inform  us  how  far  thefe  nezv  Levies 
■are  to  be  carry \i  on  ;  ^what  is  the  Compli?nent  propofed  ; 
or  whether  We  muil  not  expeft  to  fee  any  Stop  put  to 
them  till  all  our  Taxes  and  Duties  are  converted  into 
Excifes.  We  might  likewife  ask  very  properly,  in  this 
Place,  whether  fuch  a  gradual  ProgreiTion  fi-om  Year  to 
Year,  hath  no  Tendencj  to  <2  General  Excise?  — 
But  of  That  We  defign  to  fpeak  more  folly  in  another 
Place. 

If  the  Letter-writer  means  that  thefe  additional  'Ex- 
cifes will  not  make  any  Increafe  of  Officers  neceiTary,  We 
ought  to  look  upon  it  only  as  a  Sugar-Plumb  to  make 
us  fwallow  dowii  fo  bitter  a  Potion  ;  for  I  am  very  well 
allured,  by  Perfons  converfant  in  thefe  Affairs,  that  it^is 
impoihble  for  the  prefent  Officers,  numerous  as  They 
are>  to  execute  it  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  to  anfwer  the 
Ends  propofed  by  it.  Nay,  fhould  the  honourable  Gen- 
tleman^  who  is  faid  to  deiign  us  this  Favour,  undertake 
to  execute  it  at  firf!:  without  any  additional  Officers,  He 
will  foon  iind  it  impracticable ;  and  when  the  Scheme 
itfelf  is  once  eilabliih'd,  an  Increafe  of  Officers  will  be 
eafily  obtained,  if  it  is  found  neceffary. 

I  can  think  of  but  two  Objections,  that  can  poffibly 
be  made  againft  the  Arguments  advanced  in  this  Paper, 
concerning  the  Danger  of  Excifes  to  our  national  Li- 
berties. 

In  xhtfrfi  Place,  it  may  be  objecled  that  the  Officers 
in  the  Receipt  of  the  Revenue  are  already  prohibited  by 
feveral  Afts  of  Parliament  from  i?itermeddling  in  EleSii- 
ons ',  and  therefore  all  our  Apprehenfions,  on  that  Ac- 
count, are  vain  and  groundlefs. 

To  which  I  reply,  jthat  They  are  not  prohibited  by 
thefe  Laws  from  z'oti?ig  Themfelves,  but  only  from  tam- 
pering 
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permg  with  and  influencing  others.  Befides,  it  is  no-* 
torious  from  Experience  that  all  the  A6ls  of  Parliaments 
in  the  World,  with  all  the  Penalties  annex'd  to  them, 
have  never  and  will  never  be  able  to  iupprefs  this  un- 
warrantable PraSiice.  I  could  mention  fame  late  Agents 
for  Ele^ionSf  whofe  whole  Interefl:  depended  on  their 
Povv^er  of  recommending  Perfons  to  Offices  in  the  Re- 
venue.  But  This  is  needlefs  atprefent;  for  even  the 
Letter-writer  himfelf  (if  I  do  not  miilake  his  Meaning) 
fcems  to  acknowledge  the  Influence  of  thofe  Gentlemen^ 
when  Fie  tells  us  that  there  is  no  Increafe  of  Officers 
propofed^  that  ?nay  endanger  the  Liberties  of  the  People. 
Nay,  I  will  go  ftill  farther,  and  even  fuppofe  that  all 
Peribns  concern'd  in  the  Colledion  of  the  Revenue  will 
ftriftly  conform  Themfelves  to  the  Letter  of  the  Law, 
and  refrain  from  intermeddling  in  EleBions,  hy  Word,  or 
Writing,  or  Meffage  ;  yet,  even  in  that  Cafe,  They  will 
have  an  Influence  by  Virtue  of  their  Efnplo'^ments  \  and 
many  People  under  their  Power  (fuch  as  Alehoufe- 
keepers  and  little  Retailers  of  excifeable  Commodities ) 
will  be  induced  to  vote  agreeably  to  their  known  Incli- 
nations, for  fear  of  being  harrafs'd  and  molefted  by 
Them,  on  Ibme  future  Occafion. 

Amihcr  Objection,  which  may  poffibly  be  made  to 
cur  Arguments,  is  that  if  Cuftom-houfe  Officers  will  ven- 
ture to  break  through  the  Laws,  They  Vvdll  have  as 
much  Influence  over  EleBions  as  Exnfe  Officers,  and 
therefore  our  Liberties  can  be  in  no  more  Danger  from 
07ie  than  the  other  -,  but  this  Objection  is  partly  anfwer'd 
already  by  w^hat  We  have  faid  in  our  lail  Paper,  con- 
cerning the  Lazijs  ofExcife^  which  make  a  very  mate- 
rial Difference  in  the  Cafe.  Befldes,  We  are  ready  to 
allow  that  Cuftom-hopfe  Officers  have  had  too  much  In- 
fluence in  feveral  Counties,  particularly  in  Corn-wal  i 
but  their  Powder  is  chiefly  confined  to  Sea-Port  Towns, 
•and  Boroughs  along  the  Sea-Coaf  j  whereas  a  general 
Converfion  of  Cufioms  into  Excifes  will  fpread  Them 
through  all  the  inland  Parts  of  the  Kingdom  ;  and   if 

That 
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That  fnould  ever  come  to  he  the  Cafe,  I  leave  every  im- 
partial Man  to  judge  whether  cur  Liberties  zuill  be  in  no 
Danger.  D. 

N''  333.  Saturday,  Nov.  18,    1732. 


^n  E72quir';  into  the  Origin  cf  'ExcisEr.,  a:-:d  the  Me- 
thods^ by  which  they  xv ere  jirft  introduced  and  ejla- 
bli'iBd  i?t  this  Kincrdofn. 


-©  -^ 


Wi^^  ^  rormer  i  imes  tiie  is^mgs  ot  EngLmd^ 
-:^^^^^M.  l^-'^c  other  Gothick  Prince?,  ibcportcd 
slf  I  P*Wp  Themfelvesby  their  ZJit-/^^^/;/;?..',  or  tho'e. 
^^^I^^«^^f0^  Efcates,  which  were  allotted  to  Them 
^^^^^^^  upon  the  Partition  cf  conqaerM  Lanis; 
"■  '^^  "^  but,  in  Procefs  of  Time,  thofe  Reve- 
nues being  alienated  from  the  Crown^  and  granted  a-^ 
way  to  Minifters  and  favourites,  our  Kings  v/ere  obli- 
ged to  ask  Aids  and  Subjidics  from  their  People.  It 
hath  been  Matter  of  Difpute  whether  the  antient,  or 
modern  Way  of  providing  for  the  Cr^ri';?,  is  mod:  a* 
greeable  to  the  Safe  and  Dignity  of  the  Prince,  as  well 
as  the  Liberties  of  the  People,  'fhofe,  who  have  writ- 
ten in  Favour  of  an  hereditav^  La?id-Rez'enue,  give 
for  their  Reafons  that  it  is  m.ore  honourable  for  the 
Kino'  to  fabiifl:  uPon  an  Eiiate,  which  He  can  call  his 
Gzun,  than  upon  the  Labour,  Manufa6lures  and  Trade 
of  his  S'ubjefrs ;  and  that  what  He  received  by  ihefe 
Idcnures  cam.e  chearfulb/  from  the  People,  becauie 
They  had  good  Bargains  from,  the  Crown.  On  the 
other  Hand,  it  is  alledged  that  xht  perjonal  Service,  by 
which  the  People  held  their  Eilater,  was  '/ery  opprel- 
llve,  and  kept  'ihem  in  a  State  of  Servitude  and  Depen- 
dency on  the  Crown;  that  ^rf'  Kings ,  wliohadiuch 
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large  Revenues  of  their  own,  might  be  tempted  to 
mike  Themlelves  abfolute,  as  feveral  had  endeavoured 
to  do;  and  that  the  Liberties  of  the  People  are  more 
fecure,  whilft  the  Prince  is  obliged  to  rely  on  The!?z. 
for  his  Maintenance  and  Support.  Thefe  Arguments, 
no  doubt,  vv'ould  be  allow'd  to  carry  a  great  deal  of 
Weight,  if  We  could  always  be  fure  of  having  a  zoife^ 
honeji  and  micorruM  Parliament ;  but  as  this  Difpute 
is  not  of  any  immediate  Confequence  to  the  prefent 
Enquiry,  I  mention  it  only  by  Way  of  Introduclion 
to   this  ElTay. 

A  good  Writer  upon  Tirade  obfei-ves  very  juftly, 
"  that  thofe  Loads  upon  Indujiry,  high  Ciijioras,  and 
"  what  we  call  Excifes  vs'-ere  on  Foot  in  the  Ro^nari 
"  Emoire,  and  am-ongft  the  Eaftern  Kings,  but  not 
"  thought  of  in  thefe  Gofbick  S'ettleme?its.  It  is  true, 
*'  fays  He,  from  the  Time  Kings-  have  deiired  ^r^^//?r 
*^  Armies  than  their  CrG7v;i-P.e-z'enues  would  maintain, 
^'  ftich  Im^fttions  have  been  revived  in  this  Part  of 
■^^  Europe. He  proceeds   thus. 

''  Thefe  Kind  of  Taxes,  from  which  this   Side  of 
**  the  World  had   been  exempt  for  feveral  Ages,   were 
"  renew'd    by    ambitious    Princes,    who    had      great 
*-^  Thou^i^hts  and  a  fmall   Territory  ;   of  which   Kind 
*'  were  Ferdinand  and  Alphonfo  of  Arragon,  Ki^igs  of 
"  Naples,  and  Lodozvick  Sforza,  Duke  of  Milan;  who 
"  harrals'd  their   Countries  Vvdth  thefe  Sorts  of  Duties 
*'  to  ilich  a   Degree,  that  at  lalt   it  produced   an    uni- 
'*  verfai  Deieilion  of  their  People,  ^j  thefe  Ways  and 
*'  Means  of    raifing  -gMonev,    Lodozoick   Sforza    had 
"  heap'd    up     fech     a    Mafs    of  Wealth,     that    not 
-*'  eight  Years   before  Mila7i  was  taken,  Pie  fliew'd  fe- 
*'  veral  foreign  Minifters,  by  Way  of  Oilentation,  (be- 
""  Iide3     Jewels  and  other  Sorts  of  Riches,  in  no  imall 
"  Quantities)  to  the  Value  of  one  Million,  five  hu?i- 
"  dred  thoufand  Ducats ;  a  vaft  Sum  for  thofe  Times. 
*'  The   Kings  of  Naples   had    likewise   fcraped  up  a 
*^  great  Treafurc,  bv  the  like  Pdethods;  but  what  did 
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'^  all  This  end  in  ?  Thefe  Exadtions  had  fo  provoked 
*'  the  People,  that  neither  the  Innocence  and  Virtue 
*'  of  Fej'dinand,  Alphofijo's  Son,  nor  the  dark  Wifdom 
*'  and  Subtleties  of  Lcdozvick  could  avail  Them  in, 
*'  Time  of  Danger;  infomuch  that  They  both  loll 
*'  their  Dominions  to  the  French,  without  hardly  ftrik- 
*^  ing  a  Blow.  The  Neceffities,  introduced  by  the  long 
**  Wars  in  Italy,  brought  thefe  Sorts  of  Taxes  more  ii>. 
*'  Vogue,  and  They  were  chiefly  m.ade  Ui'e  of  by  the 
**  little  Pj'mces  there,  who  erefted  to  Themfelves  Ty- 
*•  rannies  in  feveral  Cities.  Not  long  after,  this  Way 
*'  cf  raifng  Money  got  Footing  in  Spain,  and  the  Tax 
"  was  called  the  Alcahala  -,  by  which  the  King  was 
**  to  have  the  tenth  Part  of  all,  that  was  fold,  or  ex- 
**'  changed.  It  was  jirll  laid  towards  defraying  the 
*'  ExDences  of  the  Wars  oi  Granada  againfi  the  Moors, 
*'  and  continued  for  fome  Time,  though  the  War  was 
*'  ended  ;  but  by  the  Authority  of  that  great  Mifrifter, 
'*  Cardinal  Ximenes,  it  \'\as  aboli£h*d.  They  had  like- 
**  wife  Taxes  upon  the  Conjumpticn,  long,  ago,  in 
"  France,  as  in  the  Reign  of  Chilperic ;  which 'the 
*'  People  thought  fo  burthenfome,  that  many  deferted 
"*  their  Cotmtry  upon  that  Account,  and  We  hear 
*'  not  of  them  again  in  their  Hilbrie?,  till  fom-e  Age3- 
<'  after. 

"  And  as  to  Excifes,  Gahels,  and  high  Duties  upon 
*'  Trade,  they  were  unknovv^  am.ongft  the  Founders  of 
*'  the  Fnglijh  Government,  or  of  the  Kingdoms  round 
**  about  us. 

The  fame  Gentleman  obferves,  in  another  Place, 
"  that  France  was  once  upon  a  right  Foot,  in  Relation 
«^  to  its  Liberties,  but  that  They,  who  perufe  their 
*•'  Hiftories  with  Care,  will  fird  that  arbitrary  PCzvcr 
*^  did  not  fo  much  bring  in  high  Taxes,  as  that  high 
**  Taxes  introduced  arbitrary  Pozver-,  for  when  that 
"  golden  Idol  "of  an  immenfe  Revenue  was  let  up,  all 
<*  \^t  Nation  bow*d  to  it. 

I  have 
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I  have  quoted  thefePaillges  from  a  very  good  Judge 
of  Trade,  to  let  my  Readers  fee  his  Opinion  \jpon  this 
Subject.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  He  mentions  Cuflo?ns 
find  Excifes  together,  without  making  any  Diitindioa 
between  them,  becaufe  his  Defign  was  to  fhew  the 
mifchievous  Conlequences  of  both  to'  the  Interefl  of 
Trade ;  but  as  the  prefent  Difpute  lies  between  thefe 
two  Kinds  cf  Taxing,  and  I  have  undertaken  to  prove 
the  Preference  of  one  to  the  other,  it  is  neceiTary  to 
fxplaln  this  Point  a   little  farther. 

The  Tributes.,  Aids,  or  Subftdies,  which  our  Ance- 
flors  gr.Trnted  to  the  King,  foi-  the  current  Service  of 
the  Government,  upon  the  Alienation  oi  CrozDn-La7ids, 
confided  in  certain  Duties  _on  the  Importation,  or  Ex- 
portation of  Goods  and  Merchandize  ;  v;hich  in  Length 
of  Time  obtained  the  Denomination  of  Cufioms,  be- 
ciufe  thofe  Duties  had  been  ufually,  or  cuftd?narily 
paid  ;  but  Excifes  are  Inventions  of  fo  modern  a  Date, 
that  the.  very  Name  is  not  to  be  found  in  our  Law- 
Books  till  about  the  Middle  of  the  lall  Century. 

The  firft  Attempt  to  introduce  thefe  Taxes  into 
Englarui  was  in  the  Year  1 626»  by  Way  of  Co7?imif~ 
fiOH  under  the  great  Seal ',  but  the  Parliament  remon- 
ftrated  againft  it  as  illegal,  becaufe  without  the  Confent 
^  the  People,  and  feveral  of  the  ■  Member?,  in  their 
Speeches,  inveigh'd  againil  thai  Manner  of  Taxation, 
The  belt  Account  of  that  Affair,  which  I  have  feen, 
is  in  a  Book,  intitled  the  Caje  of  the  Bankers,  &:c-  writ- 
ten by  Mr.  Tumor,  a  Barriiler  of  Grafs-Inn',  from 
which  I  think  it  proper  to  give  my  Readers  the  fol- 
lowing Extradls. 

"  A  CommiiEon  of  Excise,  y^^y;  He,  was  ilTued 
"  to  thirty-three  Lords  and  others  of  the  Privy  Council, 
**  in  which  They  are  commanded  to  raife  Money  by 
'^  Impofitions,  or  -  otherwife,  as  They  in  their  Judg- 
*^  ment  fhall  find  to  be  moil  convenient ;  but  becaufe 
*^  This  was  without  the  Cvnfent  of  the  People,  it 
*-'  was  adjudged   by   both  Houfes  contrary    to    Law, 
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*'  and  the  Lords  defired  that  this  Commijion  of  Excife 
might  be  cancelFdj  and  fhortly  after  it  was  cancell'd 
by  the  King,  and  thereupon  brought  fo  cancell'd 
**  into  the  Houfe  of  Lords  hv  the  Lord-Keeper^  and 
**  by  the  Lords  fo  fent  to  the  Commons. 

He  add?,  that  "  v/hen  Siibfidies,  of  a  new  and  ^>;- 
**  traordinriry  Nature,  have  been  heretofore  agitated  in 
**  Parliament,  though  for  the  necelTary  Defence  of  the 
*'  Realm,  yet  the  CoTumcns  cf  that  Age  ha\'e  ani\ver*d 
^•^  that  They  durft  not  agree  thereto,  till"  They  had~ 
*'  conferr'd  \vi:h  the  Counties  and  Boroughs,  for  v.'hich 
*'  'I^hey  ferved  ;  which  Sir  Edward  Coke  alfo  Jaith  is 
*'  a  Law  and  Ctifm  of  Parliament.  Nay,  when  the 
**  Point  debated  hath  been  of  Concernment  to  on^ 
*'  particular  Body  cf  Men  m  the  Kingdom;,  as  the  IvIer- 
**  CHANTS,  i5c.  the  Commons  would  determine  no- 
*'  thing  therein,  till  They  had  f.rft  confulted  the  Me  r- 
"  CHANTS  themfelves,  how  far  the  Matter  might 
**  fcand  \\nt\i  their  Profit  and  Convenience. 

Thus  was  the  iirll  Attempt  to  introduce  Excifes  in 
this  Kingdom  defeated  by  Parliament,  out  of  Regard 
to  Trade  and  a  Tendemcls  for  the  Britifi?  Merchants  i 
but  the  next  Effort  had  more  Succefs,  in  the  Times 
of  our  civil  Wars,  when  the  Parha?nent,  having  try'd 
all  other  Methods  ofraifing  Money  to  pay  their  Army, 
were  obaged  to  make  Ufe  oFan  /Excife  ;  yet  though 
They  pleaded  abfolute  Necefity,  in  Excuie  for  this  Ex- 
pedient, and  condnued  it  only  from  Montli  to  Month, 
the  Execution  of  it  raifed  %.  Sediiion  in  London,  and 
nothing  but  a  large  /landing  Army  could  have  forced 
it  down  upon  the  People  even  at  that  Time,  when  - 
They  were  generally  difaffefted  to  th.Q  Court,  and  fided 
with  the  Parliament  againil  it. 

1  beg  Leave,  in  this  Place,  to  quote  a  PaiTagg  or 
two  from  HowePs  Letters,  which  v/ere  written  at 
that  Time,  and  contain  fome  very  pertinent  Obferva- 
tions  on  the  iame  Subjed. 

In 
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In  one  of  thefe  Letters  to  a  Friend  at  Brujfels,  af- 
ter giving  an  Account  of  the  great  Confufions  a- 
mongll  us  here,  He  goes  on  thus.  "  Who  would  ever 
**  have  thought  that  the  Excise  would  have  taken. 
"  Footing  here ;  a  V/ord,  I  remember,  in  the  lall  Par- 
*'  liament  fave  one,  fo  odious,  that  when  Sir  Dudley 
"  Caiieton,  then  Secretary  of  State,  did  but  name  it 
*'  in  the  Ho:{fe  of  Comnwis,  He  was  like  to  have  been. 
*'  fent  to  the  ^ower,  although  He  named  it  to  no  ill 
'*'  Senfe,  but  to  fhev/  what  Advantage  and  Happinefs 
*'  the  People  of  England  had  over  other  Nations ;  ha- 
*'  ving  neither  the  Gubelso^  Italy,  th^  Talks  o^  Fra??ce, 
"  or  the  Excife  of  Holland  upon  Them  ;  yet,  upon 
•*^  This,  ke  was  fuddenJy  interrupted,  and  called  to 
**  the  Bar. — -^Th.ts  Letter  was  dated  Augull  the  zd^ 
1644. 

In  another  Letter,  fent  to  Amjlerdam,  Ke  fays; 
**  They  have  mutiny'd  in  diverfe  Parts  about  the  Ex- 
•*'  cife  ;  a  Bird,  that  was  iirft  hatch'd  in  Holland.  Here 
"  in  Lo7idon  the  Tumult  came  to  that  Height,  that 
•*'  They  burnt  down  to  the  Ground  the  Exdfe-Houfe 
'*  in  Smithfield  '9  and  God  grant,  fa^p  He,  that  our 
"  Excife  here  may  not  have  the  fame  Fortune  as  Thole 
•**  in  Holland,  to  become  perpetual ;  or  as  the  new  G-s-- 
*'  l^el  of  Orleans,  v/hich  began  in  the  Time  of  the 
*'  League,  and  continueth  to  this  Day,  notv/ithfland- 
*'  jng  the  Caufe  ceafed  about  threefcore  Years  fince  ; 
'**  touching  which  a  pleafant  Tale  is  recorded  o^  Henry 
-**  the  great,  who,  fome  Years  after  Peace  was  eila- 
'**  bliih'd  throughout  all  the  whole  Body  of  Fra??ce^ 
*'  going  to  his  own  Town  of  Orleans,  the  Citizens  pe- 
*^  tition'd  Him  that  the  new  Tax  might  be  abolifh'd. 
■**  The  King  ask'd,  zuho  wipofed  it  upon  Them  ?  They 
*■'  anfvver'd,  Monheur  de  la  Chartre,  during  the  Time 
^**  of  the  civil  Wars  of  the  League,  who  was  now 
*'  dead.  The  King  reply'd,  Monfieur  de  la  Chartre 
"  leagu'd you  ;  let  Him  then  un league  you,  for  my  Parts, 
._6<  ■  Beted  .Sept.  the  zd,  1645,. 

■C  J  King 
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King  Charles  ihe  fifjf  ta'-:es  Notice  of  this  extraor- 
dinary Step,  in  one  of  his  JCeckrationr,  and  charges 
the  Parliament  with  impofmg  ivfupportable  Taxes  and 
ODIOUS  Excises  upon  their  Fellozo  Snhje^s,  though 
Ke  afterwards  made  Ufe  of  the  fame  Method  himfelf. 
Thus  was  the  whole  Kingdom  faddled  with  Excifcs 
by  two  different  Au:hori'ies,  at  the  fame  Time  ;  and 
iriy  Lord  Clarendo7:  obfervco  upon  it,  that  both  Sides 
fnade  a?nple  Declarations,  with  bitter  Reproaches  upon 
the  NeceJJityy  that  drew  on  this  Impofition,  that  it 
focnld  be  continued  no  lo7iger  than  to  the  End  of  the 
War^  and  then  laid  down  and  utter ^  abolip''d\  which 
fszv  zvife  Men,  fivs  He,  believed  would  ever  be. 

Excijes  being  thus  introduced  ^mongfl  us,  during 
^fhe  civil  War,  We  cannot  be  farpriz^d  to  find  the 
(a?ne  Method  of  Taxi-ng  continued  and  eilabliili'd  after 
the  Reft  oration ',  frnce  it  was  natural  for  the  Court-Tarty 
to  build  upon  fuch  a  Precedept,  as  all  Parties  are  apt 
to  do,  and  to  argue  that  it  would  be  unreafonable  and 
h'ghly  difiefpeclful  to  refufe  his  Majefly  the  fame,  or 
the  like  Duties  with  Thofe,  which  had  been  laid  upon 
the  People,  under  an  Ufiirpation,  by  the  pretended 
AiTertdrs  of  Liberty  j  efpecially  frnce  his  Misfortunes 
and  long  Exile,  with  the  particular  Circumftances  of 
thofe  Times,  had  put  Him  under  great  Necelfities  for 
Money.  This,  I  fay,  was  a  plaufible  Argument,  and 
Jicbcdy  can  wonder  that  it  prevail'd  in  the  firft  Ho- 
ney-Moon of  Joy,  upon  that  great  Turn  of  Affairs ; 
but  the  Methods  and  Artifice?,  by  which  the  Court  zq- 
complifh'd  their .  Schem^e,  deferve  our  farther  C'onfide- 
ration. 

The  Court  of  Wards  had  long  been  a  mofc  terrible 
Grievance  to  the  whole  Nation,  as  it  fubjedled  every 
Man's  Eftate  to  the  Power  of  the  Crown,  and  made 
the  landed  Men  of  England  little  better  than  Tenants 
for  Life.  The  Houfe  of  Commons  had  often  endca- 
^  vour'd  to  get  this  Court  abolifh'd,  and  foon  after  the 
Keforatioji  renew'd  their  Inilances  to  that  Purpofe  i 

but 
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but  fir  ft  of  all  it  was  neceflary  to  give  the  King  an 
Equivalent  for  it,  and  after  feveral  Deliberations  on 
that  Snbjeft,  it  was  agreed  to  £^ttle  ioo,coo/.  per  Ann. 
on  the  Cro-zvn,  in  Lieu  of  the  Court  of  Wards.  Several 
Schemes  were  likewife  offer'd  for  railing  this  fv/fonev ; 
but  at  lail  They  refolved  to  lay  it  upon  La^id^  and  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  to  fettle  an  equal  Rate  upon  every 
County   towards  it. 

It  deferves  a  Remark,  that  this  Sum  of  100,000  /.  per 
Ann.  was  above  as  much  again  as  the  Crown  i^ain'd 
by  the  Court  ofWards\  for  though  it  was  an  intolera- 
ble Grievance  to  the  Subjeft,  }'et  as  the  Wardjhips 
were  commonly  granted  away  to  MiniJIers  and  Fa- 
vourites, the  King  got  but  little  by  them  Himielf,  be- 
fides  Ill-will. 

However,  X^nz  Parliament  did  not  ftick  at  the  Price, 
but  were  refolved,  as  V/e  fhall  fee  immediately,  to  free 
Themfelves  and  their  Countiy  from  the  Dominion  of 
fach  an  arbitrary  Court  at  any  Expence. 

The  Co?nmittee  having  fettled  a  nezu  Rate,  reported 
it  to  the  Houfe,  in  Purfuance  of  their  Order^  and  it  is 
enter'd  in  the  Journal;  but  in  the  mean  Time,  the 
King  was  advifed  by  his  Minifiers,  or  fom.e  little  fel- 
jijh  Proje^orSy  who  always  fwarm  about  Courts,  to 
ask  for  a  Grant  of  the  Excife  upon  Beer  and  Ale,  in- 
ilead.  of  the  Equivalent  on  Land.  They  reprefented  to 
Him  that  the  Exclje  would  bring  in  hve  or  fix  Times 
as  much  as  the  Commons  propoied  to  give  Him  in  the 
other  Method  I  and,  perhaps,  fome  Arts  might  be  m^ade 
ufe  of  to  draw  the  Land-holders  into  this  Scheme,  by 
terrifying  Them  Vv'ith  the  Profpeft  of  a  Land-Tax, 
which  would  be  a  perpetual  Mortgage  and  Incum- 
brance on  their  Eftates.  Be  That  as  it  will,  the  King 
was  encouraged  to  attempt  it,  and  boldly  ask'd  for  the 
zvhole  Excij'e  at  once ;  That  is,  for  one  Moiety  of  it  to 
be  fettled  in  Fee  on  the  Crozun,  as  a  Recompence  for 
abolifning  the  Court  of  Wards,  and  the  other  Moiety 
m  Himfelf  for  Life,  The  firfl  Fart  of  this  Scheme 
/  pal^'d 
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pafsM  very  glibly,  by  bribing  fomc  of  the  Members 
and  threatening  others  with  a  Difiblution.  But  at  firft 
a  Negative  was  put  on  iht  latter  Part  of  it;  which 
enraged  the  Court  to  a  great  Degree,  though  the 
MoletVj  which  They  had  already  obtain^'d,  amounted 
to  30O5OOO /.  inlteai  of  100, coo/,  propofed  by  Par- 
liament. However,  by  renewing  their  Bribes  and 
Menaces  of  a  D[[foIutio7i,  They  carried  their  otker  Point 
jikewife,  and  got-the  zvhole  E.xdfe  fettled  on  the  King, 
before  the  SefTion  ended. 

Thus  was  one  Grievance  entail'd  on  us  in  the  Room 
of  a?2other.  Whether  V/e  .gainM  any  Thing  by  the 
Bargain,  let  the  Publick  determine  ;  buT:  I  will  venture 
to  give  my  Opinion  that  if  the  Excife  upon  Beer  and 
Ale  fhould  ever  be  m^ade  the  Foundation  of  a  general 
Excife  i  2.sfome  Per  Jons  too  vifibly  deiign  it,  the  Con- 
tinuance of  the  Court  of  Wards  would  have  been  a 
more  tolerable  Evil ;  for  Ikai  chiefly  affefted  the 
richer  Sort  of  People  j  but  a  general  Excije  M'ill  not 
only  be  a  gnawing  Canker  on  our  Lands,  but  likewife 
fuch  a  Burthen  on  our  ManufaBures  and  Naz'igation^ 
as  muft  in  Time  deftroy  our  Trade,  and  with  it  the 
'Riches,  Power  and  Liberties  of  the  whole  Nation. 

The  wife  and  honeft  Part  of  that  Parliament  were 
aware  of  This,  and  therefore  oppofed  the  Excife,  as  a 
Monfler  big  v/ith  many  fatal  Evils ;  but  ihtfervile  and 
mercenary  Herd  v/ere  too  numercu^,  and  carried  all 
l:efore  Them. 

The  only  remaining  Comfort  was,  that  me  Mciety 
of  this  extraordinary  Tax  was  to  determine  with  the 
King's  Life',  and  This  was  made  an  Argument  againfl 
the  Exclufion-Bill  by  the  Court  Party,  who '  endea- 
voured to  extenuate  the  Dangers  of  a  Popif>  Succeffor 
on  that  Account.  They  urged  that  the  Determination 
of  fo  large  a  Part  of  the  Revenue,  upon  the  King's 
Death,  v/ould  render  his  Brother  incapable  of  forcing 
his  Religion  upon  us ;  and  there  would,  no  doubt, 
have  been  fome  Force  in  the  Argument,  had  a  Moietj 
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of  the  Exclfe  adlually  determined,    when  it  ceafed  by- 
Law  J  but  when  King  James  fucceeded  to  theThione, 
the  Parliament  was  in  io  good  an  Humour,   (as  Parlia- 
ments generally  are  at  the  Beginning  of  a  Reigri)    that 
They  not  onlv  gave  Him  the  ivhole  Excijc,  -which  his 
Brother  enjoy'd,  but  iikewife  an  additional  Duty  upon 
Wine,    tobacco  and  other  Coimnoditics.    This,  indeed, 
ceafed  for   the  prefent  with  the  unfortunate  Reign  of 
that  Prir-ice,    when  our  Laws  and  Liberties  received  a 
j:ew  Confirmation,    and  many  Grievances    were   re- 
dref;'d   by  the  Bill  of  Rights ;    but  the  zvhole  Bxcife 
upon  Beer  and  Ale  was  continued  to  iCing  William^  and 
more  than  one  Attempt  was  made,  in  his  Reign,    to 
extend  it  into  a  general  Exclfe^  under  the  old  Pretence 
of  NeceJfUy,    to  carry   on  the  War,    which  -ivas  then, 
breaking   out   againil  France ;    but  this  Delign  was  fo 
vigoroully  oppofed  by  many  Perfons,  the  m.oft  zealoufly 
affected   to  Liberty  and   the  Revolution^    that  the  Pro- 
je^srs  were  obliged    to   lay  it  afide.     Amongfl  thefe 
hone  it  Patriots  were  the  late  excellent  Lord  hammer  s^ 
Mr.  Ha7/ipden  and  Mr.  Locke ;    the  tvv'o  lail  of  whom 
have  left  their  Teftimionies  againil  it   in  Print.    Mr, 
Hampderh  Treatife  upon  this  Subjefl  has  been  of.great 
Ufe  to  me  already,    and  I  fhall  have  Occafion  to  take 
the  fame  Liberty  with  Mr.  Locke   in  fome  following 
Papers. 

The  feveral  Vouchers  and  Authorities,  with  which 
I  thought  neceiTary  to  corroborate  this  Dilcourfe.  on 
the  Origin  ofExcifes,  hath  already  fwell'd  it  to  fo 
great  a  Length.,  that  I  am  obliged  to  conclude  a  little 
abruptly  with  a  fliort  Recapitulation  of  the  whole. 
•  It  appears  from  the  preceding  Dedufiion  that  this 
Kind  of  Taxing  was  unknown  to  the  Founders  of  our 
Government,  and  difagreeable,  at  leafl:,  to  the  funda- 
mental Inftitutions  of  it ;  that  it  came  originally  from 
the  E  aft  em  Part  of  the  World,  where  abfolute  Mo^ 
tuirchy  prevails,  and  was  iirll  introduced  into  Europe 
under  the  Roman  Emperors ^    after  the  Commonwealth 
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was  Intirely  deftroy'd  ;  that  from  Itah  it  was  carried 
into  ^pain,  and  from  thence  found  its  Way  into  F?-ance, 
daring  the  Confufions  of  ths.  League  i  that  the  iirft 
Footing-  it  got  in  England  was  likewiie  in  the  Time 
of  a  cicil  JVar  i  that  the  legal  Eftabliihment  of  it,  after 
the  Reftorath??,  was  procured  by  a  Trick  of  the  Court ; 
that  the  farther  ExtenPion  of  it  hath  been  conftantly 
oppofed  by  the  Patrons  of  Liberty ,  even  in  Times  of 
the  greateft  I'leccJJltv,  and  therefore  it  is  hoped  that  in 
Times  of  Peace,  v/hen  txhere  can  be  no  extraordinary 
Cccaf  on  for  ralfing  Money,  We  fiia]!  not  be  obliged 
to  make  Ui'e  of  an  Expedient,  which  is  lb  repugnant 
to  the  Nature  of  a  free  Government,  and  the  Intereil: 
of  a  trai'm  Nation.  D. 
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The  Nature  ^^  General  Excise  confidcr''d^    in  - 
View  to  the  present  Scheme. 

H  E  Advocates  for  Excifes  are  fenfible 
that  the  Word  itfelf  hath  an  odious 
Sound  and  a  very  difagreeable  Idea 
annexed  to  it.  This  puts  Them  to  the 
Trouble  of  fome  Prevarication,  and 
obliges  Them  to  difown  the  Name, 
v/hilft  They  are  pleading  for  the  Thing.  It  is  pleafant 
enough  to  obferve  how  They  are  forced  to  fhuffie  and 
mumble  the  Thiftles,  upon  this  Occafion.  Som-etimes 
They  reprelent  the  Scheme  iticlf  as  a  fneer  Filiicn,  or 
Chimera  of  our  own  Brains,  and  yet  dare  not  give  it 
up  in  direft  Terms.  At  other  Times,  They  complain 
of  popular  Prejudices^  and  imbibed-  Opinions,  w'hich 
give  Lis  an  Advantage  over  Them  in   the  Argument. 

Now, 
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Now,    thefe  very  Complaints   are  tacit  Confeflions,  at 
kail,  olJuchz.Defign^  and  iufficiently  juilify  theAlarni 
it  hatli  given  Us  i    for  why  fhould  'Iliey  complain  of 
thejc  Prejudices^  unlets  they  ilood  in  the  Way  of  feme 
Projeft  in  Agitation;    or,   indeed,    from  vv^heiice  can 
they  ariie,  but  from  the  Experience  of  the  People  that 
Jucb    Taxes    are  grievous  and   burthenfome  to  Them  I 
For  this  Realbn,  the  very  Name  of  Excifes  puts  Them 
out  of  Humoui-,  and  reduces  Them  to  the  Neceffity  of 
recurring  to  their  old  Expedient ;  for  in  order  to  avoid 
this  popular  Odium,    They    aftedl    to   diilemble   the 
Knowledge  of  any  Juch  FrojeB,  tho'  the  whole  Town 
rings  with  it,    and  a  certain  Gentkinany    as  I  am  iii- 
form'd,  hath  even  publickly  avowed  it.     They  do  not, 
indeed,    pretend  to  deny  that  there  may  be  a  Dehgn 
of  itfipro'ving  the  publuk  Rei'e?iue,    h-^  making  f6?7ie  Al- 
terations 171  the  Method  of  collefting  it ;  but  if  We  ihould 
ask  Them  in  what  thefe  Alterations  are  to  confift,  I  be- 
lieve They  vv^ould  be  fomewhat  puzzled  to  give  us  any 
Anfwer  to  the  Purpofe ;    for   I  cannot  apprehend  how 
the  FCevenues  can  receive  any  confiderabls  I'mprovement, 
without   laying  iouxQ  additional  Burthen  Qn  the  People  i 
and  I  mull  here  beg  Leave  to  repeat  an  Obfervation, 
which  I  made  before,    that  the  Manner  of  colledring  a 
Tax  7nafproz'e  tnore  grievous  to   a  free  People  than 
even  the  'lax  itfelf. 

In  order  therefore  to  obviate  all  fuch  ridiculous  Eva- 
fions,  I  will  tell  Them  very  plainly  Vv^hat  I  mean  by 
Excifes  ;  That  is,  all  Impojitions  on  Home-Corf umption, 
which  are  colleSled  by  particular  Officers  under  the 
Crown,  and fubje^  to  the 'Laws  of  Excise. 

It  is  abiblutely  indiiterent  to  Us,  whether  fuch  Im- 
poftions  are  call'd  Excifes^  Inland  Duties,  or  any  other 
Name;  for  an  Inland  Duty,  .under  the  Lazus  of  Excife, 
is  the  \QXY  lame  Thing  to  all  Intents  and  Purpoles 
v/ith  an  Excife,    except  in  the  Sound  of  it. 

i  m.ention  the  Term,  Inland  Duty,  becaufe  ^tj-jonou- 
.    rahle  Gentleman  was  pleafed  to  make  Ufe  of  it  Hirafelf, 
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about  eight  Years  ago,  ^vhen  the  Cufioms  on  Tea,  Coffee 
and  Chocolate  v/ere  converted  into  an  Excife  i  and  it  is 
very  remarkable  that  in  the  Aef,  made  for  that  Pur- 
pose, the  Word  Excife  is  very  cautioufly  avoided, 
though  the  Pozvers  of  Excife  are  granted  in  as  full  and 
ample  Mamier  as  in  any  Excife  Lazu  whatfoever ;  all 
the  Pozvers,  Penalties  and  Forfeitures,  contairied  in  the 
A^  of  the  1 2th  ^/'/Czz^g- Charles  lid,  i^rANy  other 
Laws  nozu  in  Force,  relating  to  Ale  ^/;^  Beer,  cr  other 
Liquors,  being  transfer'd  to  this  Aci.  The  judgments 
of  tht  Cof/imiffioners  are  declared  final,  and  not  liable 
to  be  removed  hs  Certiorari  into  the  Courts  of /S^cy?- 
miffler. 

It  is  proper  to  acquaint  the  Reader  that  Vv^hen  this 
A^  was  made,  it  was  propofed  to  appoint  Commiffon- 
<f;-j  on  Purpofe  for  managing  theje  Duties-,  but  at 
prefent  they  are  colledled  by  the  Officers  of  Excife  ',  and 
Vv'iil  any  Man  pretend  to  {^y  that  an  Inland  Duty, 
under  the:^e  Circum.iLances,  is  not  properly  an  Excife, 
in  the  true  and  natural  Senfe  of  that  Word  \ 

As  that  AB  will  probably  be  made  the  Ground- 
Work  of  iViQ:  prefent  Scheme,  if  it  fliould  ever  be  carried 
into  Execution,  and  the  zvorth)^  Gentleman,  who  hath 
the  Kohour  of  being  thought  the  ProjeSlor  of  it,  is 
now  made  a  Judge  over  the  Properties  of  his  Fellow- 
Subjefts,  I  could  wilh  that  Mr.  Basket  would  be 
plea^fd  to  print  a  nev/  Edition  of  it,  for  the  Ufe  and 
Contemplation  of  his  Countrymen  at  this  Jundiure. 

I  have  been  inform'd  that  an  Attempt  was  made,  in 
the  laii  Reign,  to  extend  the  Lazvs  of  Excife  to  all  Cafes 
reiaiing  to  the  Cvflojns',  and  if  that  Schefue  had.  taken 
Place,  We  fhquld  have  entertainM  juii:  the  fame  Opinion 
of  it,  though  ihofe  Duties  had  ftill  retained  the  Name  of 
Cujfoms ;  but  the  Merchants  had  fo  much  Interefi:  at 
that  Time  with  the  Miniffers,  that  the  Projeff  was  laid 
afide,  upon  their  Reprelentation.  I  hope  che  fame  Re- 
gard 'vnll  be  paid  to  Them  at  prefenc,  and  that  We 
ilidii  v£VQ,i  be  in  the  Cale  of  the  P^cmans,   upon  the 
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Declenfion  of  that  Commonwealth  i  when,  the  Abbot 
^e  Vertot  oblerves,  that  it  zvai  Colour  Juffimnt  far 
rifling  ^the  People  and  -lading  new  Im.pofts,  if  They  did 
hut  give  thoje  Exactions  a  new  Name  ',  *•  cujus  modo 
Rei  Nomen  reperiri  poterat,  hoc  fatis  ejfe  ad  cogendas 
Peamias. 

But  if  our  Proje^ors  fliould  think  it  necefiary  to 
chriften  their  Scheme  by  a  nezu  Name,  in  order  to 
make  it  go  down  the  more,  eaiily,  let  me  advife  Them 
to  call  it  an  In-Land  Tax,  which  I  think  a  more 
proper  Name  than  an  hiland  Duty,  and  I  wifh  it  may 
not  prove  the  heavieft  Tax,  that  ever  v/as  laid  upon 
the  Lands  of  England. 

I  have  faid  thus  much  to  prevent  all  Rimre  Miftakes 
and  Prevarication  about  the  Meaning  of  the  Word  Ex- 
dfes}  for  what  the  minifterial  Writers  have  hitherto 
produced,  on  this  Subjeft,  corliP.s  of  nothing  but  little, 
low  Attempts  to  confound  all  Taxes  togetlier,  and  to 
make  the  People  believe  that  there  is  no  real  Difference 
between  them.  Let  me  therefore  repeat  itonce^more 
that  when  I  fpe?.k  of  Excifes,  I  mean  only  thofe  Duties, 
which,  being  {ubje<5l  to  the  Laws  of  Excise,  de- 
prive my  Countrymen  of  their  antient  Right  to  a 
Tb.  I A  L  BY"  Juries;  and  if  the  Advocates  for  Excfes 
would  be  thought  to  write  any  Thing  to  the  Purpofe, 
hx  Them  come  dirc6lly  to  this  Point.     ^ 

But  it  will  be  objefted,  perhaps,  by  thefe  Gentlemen, 
that  iuppofmg  my  Definition  of  Excifes  to  be  juft,  it 
does  not  follov/  that  there  is  any  Defign  of  introducing 
a  General  Excise,  or  that  their  Scheme  hath  any 
Tendency  to  it.  — —I  chu-e  to  quote  the  very  Words  of 
one  of  thefe  Writers,  who  feems  to  be  the  Captain  of 
the  Band,  and  was  the  firft,  who  broach'd  this  Scheme 
without  Doors,  as  his  Patron  had  done  juft  before 
within  Doors.    At  prefent,  indeed.  He  feems  to  decline 
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the  Lifts,  when  the  Dipute  is  moft  feafonable;  but, 
perhaps,  He  may  defign  to  make  his  Appearance  in  a 
compleat  Treatife  on  the  Subje6l.  If  That  Ihould  be 
liis  Intention,  I  muft  beg  the  Favour  of  Him  to 
publifh  it  within  fuch  a  reafonable  Time,  that  We  may- 
have  an  Opportunity  to  reply,  if  We  fee  Occafion, 
before  the  Parlia?ncnt  meets.  For  this  Reafori,  I  began 
the  Enquiry  in  Time,  that  the  Siibjeft  might  be  fully 
difcufs'd  on  both  Sides,  and  I  deHre  the  Publick  to 
take  Notice  that  I  no^v  give  Him  a  fecond  fair  Invi- 
tation. 

I  thought  this  Digreffion  necefiaiy  to  put  my  Readers 
on  their  Guard  againft  foul  PraSiice,  and  fhall  now  re- 
turn to  the  Point  in  Hand. 

I  don't  know  what  the  Gentlemen  on  the  other  Bide 
may  underlland  by  a  general  Excife ;  but  I  think  a  Na- 
tion may  be  properly  laid  to  be  under  fuch  a  Calamity, 
when  t\\t  Necejfariei  and  Conveniences  of  Life  are  ge- 
nerally excife  d-.,  or,  to  fpeak  more  in  their  own  Style, 
w^hen  this  Method  of  colkoling  the  Rezienue  is  hecofne 
general'.  That  is,  conitnon  and  mual  injnoft  Cofnmcdi- 
ties.  Perhaps,  thefe  Gentlemen  may  m.ean  an  univerfal 
Excife^  when  They  Ipeak  of  a  general  Excife ;  and 
then,  indeed,  V/e  can  never  be  faid  to  be  in  fuch  a 
terrible  Cafe,  as  long  as  there  is  one  individual  Species 
of  Goods  or  Comm.odities,  which  We  eat,  drink,  wear, 
or  otherv/ife  ufe  for  the  Support,  Conveniency  and 
Pleafure  of  Life,  which  rem.ains  free  from  this  Kind  sf 
Taxation ;  but  as  the  Words  themfelves  cannot  be  u!'ed 
in  this  Senfe,  with  any  Propriety  of  Language,  fo  I 
believe  there  never  was  fuch  an  univerfal  Excife,  in 
any  Nation,  fince  the  W^orld  begun,  and  I  hope  there 
never  will,  as  long  as  it  lafts. 

I  am  forry,  indeed,  to  obferve  that  the  Practice  of 
multiplying  thefe  D  uties  ^ron\Yc3.r  to  Year,  which  feem^s 
to  be  growing  too  fafliionable  amongft  us,  hath  certainly 
a  Tendency,  at  leaft,  not  only  to  a  general,  but  even  an 
univerfal  Excife.    Nay,  I  wilh  it  could  not  be  alTerted 
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with  Truth,  that  our  T'^.v^-j,  of  one  Kind  or  other,  are 
already  become  almoft  univerfah,  for  if  any  of  thefe- 
Writers  fhould  be  call'd  upon  to  fpecify  only  three  or 
four  commo?i  Necejfaries  of  Life ,  which  are  abiblutely 
free  from  all  Kinds  of  taxation  whntfoever^  I  believe 
They  would  take  fome  Time  to  confider,  before  T'hey 
could  give  an  Anfwer ;  and  1  am  not  fure  that  it  would 
be  very  fatisfaftory  at  lail.  I  know  very  ^vell  that  it 
hath  been  ufaal  to  \xA-m.Q.tFle(h-meat  and  Bread-Corn^ 
upon  thefe  Occafions,  as  Necejfaries  exempted  from  the 
Burthen  of  Taxes ;  but  even  thele  Inilances  Vv^ll  not 
bear  a  flriit  Examination}  for  without  infilling  much. 
on  the  Land-Tax,  which  certainly  inhances  the  Price  of 
Meat  and  Bread,  an  additional  Duty  was  laft  Year  laid 
upon  both,  by  the  R^evival  of  the  Duties,  or  Exciie  up- 
on Bah ;  for  it  is  well  known  that  great  Quantities  of 
this  Commodity  are  made  ufe  of  by  the  Bakers  to  feafon 
their  Bread,  as  well  as  in  curing  Fip,  Beef  Pork  and 
other  Provifions,  upon  which  the  poor  Farmer,  La- 
bourer and  Manufafturer  almoft  wdiolly  fubfiiL 

Sorry  I  am  that  there  fhould  be  any  Occaiion  to  lay 
open  the  Wounds  of  my  Country  in  this  Manner  j  but 
they  require  fearching  and  probing  to  the  Bottom,  in 
order  to  be  heal'd ;  and  fomebody  muft  undertake' the, 
Surgeon's  Work,  difagreeable  as  it  is,  though  Mr.  Of- 
borne  thinks  fit  to  decline  it. 

Let  us  now  confider,  as  We  are  naturally  led  by  this 
Enquiry,  how  many  of  thefe  various  Taxes  are  already 
converted  into  Excifes,  or  •  collected  by  Methods  and 
Lnzvs  of  the  fame  Kind.  I  have  Room  only,  in  this 
Place,  to  give  d\^  Reader  a  bare  Catalogue  of  them, 
without  any  particular  Comment. 

Beer  and  Ale^  Mum,  Cyder,  Perry  2xAfweet  Wines', 
Malt,  Brandy,  and  all  diftiird  Spirits ;  Leather,  Soap, 
Candles,  P^ps ;  Paper,  Pafte-Boards,  Mill-Boards,  &c. 
Silks  and  Callicoes  ;  Starch,  Hides,  Wire,  and  wrought 
Plats \  Coffee^  Tea  ^nd.  Chocolate',  Salt,  &c, 
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Thefe  are  what  occur  to  Me  at  prefent^  but,  I  may 
venture  to  afiert  that  almofl  all  the  Duties  and  Impo- 
•iitions  on  Home-CGmmodkies,  except  the  Land-Tax^  are 
levy'd  in  this  Manner^  and  in  feme  Meafure  fubjeft  to 
the  fame  Latvs ;  fo  that  the  Duties  on  Importation,  or 
what  We  call  Cuftoms,  are  now  the  only  Taxes,  which 
the  Sabjeft  continues  to  pay  in  the  antient  Manner , 
and  under  the  ordinary  Forms  of  Law.  Nay,  We  lee 
x)\2X  f(nne  Branches  of  the  Cuftoms  are  already  converted 
into  Excifes,  as  Coffee,  Tea,  Chocolate,  Brandy,  Rum, 
Arrack,  &c.  and  a  Scheme  is  now  fet  on  Foot,  and 
openly  defended,  for  ma!nng  the  fame  Alterations  ia 
feveral  others.  Yet  Hill  the  ProjeSiors  cry  that  They 
have  no  Thoughts  of  a  general  Ex.cife,  and  that  their 
Scheme  hath  noTendency  to  it ;  which  is  juft  as  reafonable, 
as  if  a  Man  fhould  go  from  London  to  Canterbury,  by 
eafy  Journies,  and  when  He  is  got  there,  undertake  to 
prove  that  He  is  not  in  the  Way  to  Dover. 

We  do  not  fay  that  the  ProjeSiors  defign  to  excife- 
every  Thing  this  Year  i    but  We  apprehend  and  infill 
upon  it  that  their  Method  of  Proceeding  hath  a  mani- 
fell  Tendency  to  it.     They  carry  it  on  gradually,    and. 
bring- only  fome  Co7?imodities  under   this  fevere  Yoke  at 
^TimCj    well-knowing  that  They  can  more  ealily  Hop 
the  Clamour  of  two  ■or  three  Bodies  of  Traders,    than 
the  %ahole  Nation ;    but  fach   is  the  exorbitant  Luii:  of 
Povve'f  in  fome  Men,    that  They  difcover  a  manifeft 
Unealinefs  till  They   ha\"e  extended  their  Scheme  lo 
every  Part  of  Trade,  and  v^^A^'il  general.    Tryals  per 
JPais  are  troublefome  Things,    and  Juries  will  not  al- 
ways iind  for  the  Crccun,  bat  judge  ofEafts  according 
to  Evidence  confronted,  and  give  their  Verdidl  accord- 
ingly.   Thefe  Gentle?nen  therefore  feem  to  have  a  very 
itching  Delire  after  a  Power  of  deciding  Matters,    in  a 
more  eafy  and  fummary  Way,  by  Judges,  who  are  at 
the  fame  Time  ProfecvJors,  and  being  immediately  de- 
pendent on  the  Crown,    are  more  likely  to  determine 
Caufes  in  Favour  of  it.     I  have  even  heard  it  openly 
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avow'd  as  an  Argument  for  this  Method  ofProf£cutio?i, 
that  the  Crown  is  commonly  cail  in  the  Court  of  Ex- 
ch€q7ier  ;  but  furely  This  will  never  be  allow'd  a  fuf- 
ficient  Reafon  for  depriving  EngUJhmm  of  their  antient 
Rights  and  Privileges,  v/hich  They  have  purchafed  at 
fo  dear  a  Price. 

It  hath  been  farther  urged,  in  Favour  of  this  Scheme, 
that  it  is  not  propofed  to  give  the  Officers  a  Power  of 
entering  private  Houfes,  and  therefore  it  cannot  be 
caird  a  general  Exafe. -Let  us  therefore  fee  whe- 
ther there  is  any  more  Weight  in  this  Argument  than 
in.  the  former. 

In  the  iirft:  Place,  it  is  necerTary  to  obferve  that  the 
Merchants,  Shop-keepers,  Inn-holders,  ViBuallers,  Di- 
Jiillers  and  other  Retailers  of  imported  Commodities  are 
ib  very  numerous  a  Body  of  Men,  and  pay  fo  large  a 
Part  of  the  puhliek  Expences,  not  only  as  Dealers,  but 
even  as  private  Men,  that  I  think  fome  Regard  ought 
to  be  had  to  Them  as  well  as  their  Fellow-Subjects, 
and  that  no  Hardihips,  or  Severities,  fhould  be  put 
upon  Them,  which  publick  Neceffity  does  not  abfo- 
lutely  require. 

But  do  the  Laws  ofExcife  really  alFedl  Traders  only  ? 
I  am  afraid  it  Avill  be^  found,  upon  Enquirj^,  that  ihefe 
Laws  have  alitady  gain'd  fome  Admittance  into  private 
Houfes ;  or,  at  lealt,  laid  very  great  Rellraints  upon 
them. 

I  did  not  infert  ^o.  Window -Tax  amongil:  my  Lift  of 
cxcifeable  Duties,  because  it  is  collefled  by  Parijh  Of- 
fcers,  and  paid  in  to  the  Receivers  of  the  Land-Tax  ; 
but  in  one  Refpccl  it  partakes,  at  leail,  of  the  Nature 
oi  d.n  Excife^  by  fubjefting  every- Man's  Houfe  to  the 
Jnfpeciion  of  certain  Officers,  appointed  by  the  Crown  ; 
which  was  formerly  com.plain'd  of  as  {o  great  a  Griev- 
ance, in  the  Cafe  of  the  Hearth-money,  that  it  induced 
King  William  to  recommend  the  Abolition  of  it  to  his 
Parliament,  foon  after  the  Revolution  ;  and  in  the  Pre- 
amble to  the  Ad  for  taking  away  that  Duty,  it  is  faid 

I)  3  to 
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to  be  not  only  a  great  Oppreffion  to  the  poorer  Sort, 
but  a  Badge   of   Slavery   upon  the  whole  People, 
expofing  every  Man' sHoufe  to  be  ejiter'd  into  and  fear cFd,. 
at  Pieafure,  /^y  Persons  unknown  to  Him. 

By  an  Act  of  the  6th  -of  the  late  King  (for  excifmg 
Klalt,  Brandy  and  other  Liquors)  it  is  provided,  inter 
Alia,  that  no  Brandy,'  ^c.  Jhallbe  fold^  without  a  Cer- 
tificate from  the  Officers,  that  the  Duty  hath  been  paid, 
or  that  it  is  CGndemffd,  or  Part  of  fome  other  Perfon^s 
Stock ;  and  that  no  Brandy,  l^c.  exceeding  a  Gallon^ 
pall  be  removed  ivithout  a  Permit,  certifying  the  ^an- 
tiiy  and  ^ality,  en  Penalty  to  forfeit  the  f aid  Brandy,- 
^c.  and  Cask.  —  The  Confeque'nce  of  This  is,  that 
noPerfon  can  fend  home  any  Quantity  of  the  fe  Liquor?, 
after  He  hath  bought  them,  \\'kho\iL  a.  Cert ficate;  ^ind 
if  He  changes  his  Place  of  Abode,  or  hath  a  Mind  to. 
make  a  Prefent  of  any  Quantity,  above  a  Gallon,  Her 
cannot   do   it  without  a  Permit,    which  will  not  be 

granted  Him  neither,   unlefs  He  erAers  his  Houfe. 

This  I  can  aver,  upon  my  own  Knowledge. 

By  another  Ci'aufe  in  the  fame  A8:  it  is  declared, 
that  every  Perfon,  having  above  63  Gallons  of  an"^  Sort 
^Brandy,  Arrack,  ftrong  Waters,  &c.  fh^all  be  deern'd 

// Seller  of  Brandy,  ^V. By   this  Claufe,   you  fee, 

the  greateft  Peer  in  England  is  reilrain'd'  from  keeping 
above  63  Gallons  of  thefe  Liquors  in  his  Houfe  at  a 
Time,  without  entering  it,  and  making  it  liable  to  the 
Infpe<5lion  oi  Officers,  if  They  ihould  think  iit.  Now, 
if  We  coniider  that  many  Gentlemen  are  obliged  to 
live  in  an  hofpitable  Manner,  in  order  to  fupport  their 
Intereil,  efpeciaily  in  the  Country,  I  believe  63  Gallons 
of  any  of  thefe  Liquors  will  be  thought  but  a  moderate 
Allovv'ance.  Beiides,  it  is  w^eil  known  that  fuch  Liquors 
improve  by  Age^  and  grow  more  valuable  the  longer 
they  are  kept. 

By  an  Acl  of  the  loth  of  the  fame  King  (being  the 
famous  Ad  before-mention'd )  no  Chocolate  is  alkw\i  ts 
■be  made  in  private  Houfes,    without  giving  q  very  parti- 

(ular 
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cular  and  diftinoi  Notice  in  Writing,  three  Days  before, 
to  the  next  Office.  "The  Officer,  indeed,  it  not  to  vifit 
fuch  Houfes  ;  but  it  is  ?ieceff'ary  to  have  a  PcrmiJJion  under 
his  Hajid ;  and  if  within  three  Days  after  finijhing  fuch 
Chocolate  for  private  Ufe,  an  Entry  upon  Oath  is  not 
made  to  the  proper  Offi-cer  zcithin  the  DyhiSf,  zvhere  the 
faid  Q\\QCG]d.tt  was  ?nade,  of  the  ^antity  made  by  Vir- 
tue of  the  Permit,  and  if  all  the  Chocolate  fo  made 
foall  not  be  brought,  ready  zvrapt  up  in  Paper,  to  be 
HampM,  the  faid  Ch.o<:ohit.Q  fiall  be  forfeited  and  tvobh 
the  Value. 

Neither  is  an'^  Per/on  permitted  to  work,  or  make  in^ 
to  Chocolate,  for  their  private  Ufe,  /efs^  than  half  an 
hundred  of  Cocoa  Nuts  at  each  Time. 

I  will  now  leave  the  World  to  judge  whether  Ex- 
cifes  have  not  already  got  fome  Footing  in  private 
Houfes  ',  and  We  ought  to  remember  that  zvhen  thi 
Serpent  gets  his  Head  i?ito  a  Hole  (as  Mr.  Hampden 
very  juftly  obferves)  //  to  ill  be  ?io  hard  Matter  for  Him 
to  draza  his  whole  Body  after  it.  Experience  teaches  us 
that  Excifes  are  Things  of  an  incroaching  Nature,  and 
the  fame  Reafons, -which  w^ere  at  firll:  advanced  to  bring 
them  into  publick  Houfes,  may  be  afterv/ards  made  Ufe 
of  to  draw  them  into  private  Pamilies  -,  efpecially  if  it 
fhould  be  found  impracticable  to  execute  the  Scheme 
without  it.  But  of  This,  perhaps,  1  may  have  Occa- 
fion  to  fpeak  in  another  Place,  and  at  prefent  will  con- 
clude with  a  fnort  Addrefs  to  the  mercantile  Part  of  my 
Readers. 

*«  You  fee,  Gentlemen,  what  is  the  Nature  of  Ex- 
*'  cifes,  in  DilHiiclion  from  other  Taxes,  and  how  they 
**  naturally  tend  to  a  general  Excife.  I  believe  you 
"  will  think  This  a  critical  Time  to  make  a  Stand, 
**  and  endeavour  to  put  a  Stop  to  the  Growth  of 
*'  them  ;  for  I  murt  tell  you  very  plainly  that  the 
"  next  Step,  in  my  Opinion,  will  he  deciiive.  It  is 
*'  therefore  hoped  and  expefted  from  you,  as  your 
**  Intereil  is  primarily  concern'd,    that  you  will  lay 

«'  afide 
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«  afide  all  Party-Dillinftions  and  exert  your  Endea- 
<*.  x^ours,  as  one  Man,  to  prevent  the  Execution  of  this 
«*  Projeft  by  all  fuch  prudent  and  dutiful  Methods,  as 
«  your  feveral  Stations  and  the  Laws  of  your  Country 
*<  have  provided  for  you.  '  J), 
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7ke  Letter-writer's  Ohje5tions  to  Duties  on  Importation 
cmfider'di  with  feme  farther  Remarks  on  Excifes. 

HAVE  already  acknowledged,  and  am 
willing  to  do  it  again  upon  all  Occafions, 
that  thofe  Taxesy  which  piblick  NeceJJity 
hath  laid  on  the  Importation  of  Com- 
modities, have  been  a  very  grievous  Bur- 
then on  the  Britilh  Commerce  ;  and  I  will 
add,  if  you  p.eafe,  that  fuch  high  Duties  on  the  Produce 
of  our  own  Colonics,  in  particular,  feem  more  grievous, 
as  well  as  impolitick,  for  feveral  Reafons,  which  it 
would  be  fruidefs  to  offer  in  this  Place  :  but  {YCiCtpublick 
NeceJJity  obliges  us  to  iubmit  to  them  for  the  prefent.  We 
hope  at  lealt  that  they  will  not  be  made  ftill  more 
grievous  to  us  by  any  extraordinary  Methods  of  Collection. 
The  Publick  hath  already  leen  rf^  Reafons  againit 
Excifes,  with  Regard  to  the  Trade,  Liberties  and-  Con- 
fiitution  of  this  Kingdom.  Let  us  now  confider  the 
Letter-writer'' s  Arguments  againil  Duties  on  Importation^ 
as  they  aie  Hated  at  large  in  my  introductory  Paper  on 
this  Subjcft  ;  and  as  I  wdll  not  endeavour  to  conceal  the 
Force  of  any  of  them,  fo  if  they  are  found  Vv'eightier  in 
the  Scale,  I  am  ready  to  give  up  the  Caufe  ^vA  confent 
to  'the  Alteration  propofed. 

He 
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He  tells  us,  that  all  Home-Confu-mption  ought  to  be 
tax*d-y  Ifuppofe  He  means  all  Home-Confumption  of 
foreign  Commodities,  though  his  Expreffion  is  general 
and  includes  our  domefvick  Produce,  as  well  as  Goods  im- 
ported frora  abroad  \  but  as  Tliis  feems  to  be  only  an  In- 
accuracy of  Language,  I  fliali  take  no  farther  Notice  of 
it,  unlels  He  fnoiild  think  fit  to  declare  Himfelf  exprefl/ 
an  Advocate  for  taxing  all  Home-Confumption. 

The  Produce  of  our  Colonies  brought  hither  hath  a  <vajl 
Hlfadvantage,  lays  He,  in  paying  Duty  upon  being  land- 
edy  and  recei'ving  Drawbacks  on  being-exported  \  and  that 
all  Goods  imported  are  more  or  I'efs  fubjeSf  to  this  Grie- 
vance.  This  is  certainly  very  true,  as  I  obferved 

before,  and  I  wiih  all  impoited  Goods  did  really  draw 
back  the  whole  Duty  upon  Exportation,  which  feems 
highly  reafonable  and  w^ould,  no  doubt,  be  of  great  Ad- 
vantage to  the  Trade  of  the  Kingdom  ;  but  I  am  at  a. 
Lofs  to  guefs  how  this  Difad-vantage  would  be  removed 
by  turning  the  Cufioms  into  Excfes,  if  We  are  to  iup* 
pofe  that  Drawbacks  will,  be  continued  under  this  ne'ia 
Method',  and  if  no  Dratvbacks  are  to  be  allow'd  on  any 
'Goods exported,  after  they  have  paid  the  Excife,  I  leave- 
the  Publick  to  judge  whether  our  Exportaiions,  the  moil." 
valuable  Part  of  our  Trade,  will  not  be  vallly  encouraged 
and  improved  by  it. 

We  are  told  that  all  Duties,  faid  the  Government  on 
Importation,  cofi  the  Government  ten  per  Ctni.  for  prompt 

Faynent. To  which  I  reply  ;  firji,  that  thefe  Free- 

miums  were  allow'd  by  Parliament  to  the  Importer, 
Merchant,  or  Fador,  in  Confide lation  of  the  Intereit  of 
their  Money  fo  advanced  -,  fecondly,  that  thefe  Fra- 
miums  are  not  peculiar  to  the  Cafioms,  but  allow'd,  in 
fonie  Proportion,  on  ieverai  Exclfe  Duties ;  particularly 
Thofe  of  Salt ;  for  in  the  very  Pamphlet,  where  theie 
Objeftions  are  advanced,  a  Sum  of  tzventy  thoufand 
Founds  per  Ann.  is  deduced  from  \li\zgrofs  Charge,  as  it 
is  there  cali'd,  on  Account  of  prompt  Fayment ',  and 
therefore  I  cannot  fee  any  Reafoa  why  this  Objection. 

fiiould 
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iliould  be  particularly  urged  againfl  Duties  on  Import n- 
tion'i  hvXthirdhj^  if  this  Allowance,  on  prompt  Paymefit, 
ihould  be  thought  too  large,  for  the  Encouragement  of 
the  Trade  of  the  Kingdom,  it  is  in  the  Power  ofP.irli- 
ament  to  reduce  it,  or  even  to  take  it  away  intirely,  if 
They  fhould  think  convenient,  without  having  Recourfe 
to  fo  de^pera'e  a  Remedy  as  an  Excife,  which  is  infi- 
nitely w^orfe  than  the  Di'eafe  it  felf,  even  according  to 
th€  Lettcr-zuriier's  own  Representation. 

It  ic  farther  alledged,  that  hi  manf  Cafes^  if  the  Com- 
modit-^  he  en'efd  fsr  Re  e'<portavicn,  within  a  certain 
^ime,  the  Fa^or  claims  a  Dratohack  of  the  intire  Duty  j 
iy  tvhich  the  Nation,  as  the  Cufbms  nowftand,  a^Ually 
lofes  ten  per  Cent,  on  divers  Branches  of  our  Commerce. — = 
As  the  Gentleman  hath  not  thought  iit  to  fpecify  thole 
Branches  of  Trade,  on  wh'ch  the  Nation  Icfes  this  Free- 
miufn,  it  cannot  be  expeded  that  I  fhould  give  Him  a 
particular  Anfvver.  At  p'-e  ent  therefore  I  fnsll  reply  on- 
ly, in  general,  that  the  Charge  is  falie ;  for  all  Allow- 
ances upon  Importation  are  dedu6led  in  the  Debenture 
upon  Exportation',  but  if  the  Letter-writer  WiW  pleafe  to 
particularize  any  Branch  of  Trade,  in  which  the  Na-- 
tion  a!^ually  lojes  ten  per  Cent.  bjFr^miunis  and  Draw- 
backs, I  prontife  either  to  give  Him  a  particular  An- 
fwer,  or  to  acknowledge  that  it  ought  to  be  remedied, 
though  not  by  an  Exc'ife. 

Another  Objcdlion  againft  Duties  on  Importation  is 
founded  on  the  Charges  ^/"Commiffion,  &c.  which  the 
Planters  and  Merchants  of  our  Colonies  are  obliged  to  al- 
lozv  their  Facers  here  for  the  Tranfaolion  of  their  Buftnefs 
at  the  Cujlo?n-houfe.  —  To  This  1  anfwer,  that  the  La- 
bourer is  zvorth-^  of  his  Hire  ;  and,  for  my  Part,  I  can 
fee  no  Reafon  why  the  Merchants  fhould  tranfa<2.  Bufi- 
nefs  at  the  Cufto?n-houfe,  and  fell  the  Planter'' s  Goods, 
without  being  paid  for  their  Trouble  ;  for  as  thofe  Per- 
sons, with  whom  our  Merchants  deal  abroaJ,  take  Com- 
mijjions  from  Them,  fo  I  think  it  reafonable  and  e(][ui- 
taWe  tha.t  They  fhould  take  Commijlons  from  others. 

We 
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We  are  likewije  told,  by  the  fame  Author,  t^at  num-^ 
berlefs  frauds .  are  committed,  and  that  the  clandejline 
-Running  of  Goods  is  greatly  encouraged  by  this  Method  of 
P'Tjing  Duties  on  Importation,  and  allowing  Drawbacks 
on  exporting  them  again.  —  This  defer ves  a  particular 
and  difcin6l  Anfwer. 

In  the  lirft  Place,  I  am  ready  to  allow  that  thefe 
Complaints  di  Frauds  and  S?nuggling  are  too  juil ;  but  J 
cannot  agree  with  the  Letter-writer  concerning  either 
the  Caufe,  or  Cure  of  thefe  Evils  ;  which  are  not  fo 
much  owing  to  the  Payment  of  EKities  on  Importation, 
and  the  Allowance  of  Drawbacks  on  Exportation,  as  to 
the  Height  of  the  Duties  themfelves  on  all  fuch  foreigni 
Commodities  as  are  wanted  for  Confumption  in  this 
Kingdom  ;  for  till  the  Multiplicity  of  Impoiitions  and 
additional  Duties  were  laid  on  thofe  Commodities,  the 
Practice  oi  running  Goods  was  of  no  great  Confequence, 
as  will  appear  by  comparing  the  Seizures  made  in  for- 
mer Times  with  thofe  of  late  Years.  If  therefore  the 
f/ime  Duties  are  to  be  continued,  or  greater  Duties 
fliould  be  laid  on  the  Commodities  confumed  in  this 
Kingdom,  an  Alteration  in  the  Method  of  colkSiing  them 
will  not  prevent  the  clandeftine  Run?iing  of  Goods  ;  w^hich 
can  be  effected  only  by  the  Redudion  of  the  Duties  to 
uich  a  Degree,  that  it  will  not  be  the  Intereii  of  any 
Perfons  to  engage  in  a  Traffick  fo  hazardous  to  Them- 
felves, as  well  as  prejudicial  to  the  fair  Trader. 

It  is  pretended,  1  know,  that  the  extraordinary  Pow- 
ers of  Excife  Lazos  are  become  necelTary  for  the  Pre- 
vention of  Frauds  in  the  Colledion  of  Duties  impofed  by 
Parliament;  but  whoever  will  give  Himfelf  the  Trou- 
ble of  looking  into  the  penal  Laws,  relating  to  the  Qujloms, 
v/ill  find  as  fevere Penalties  annex'd  to  them  as  wei-e  ever 
known  amongil  a  free  People  j  and  becauie  fome  Gentle- 
men may  be  miiled  for  Want  of  knowing  what  Powers 
the  Commijfioners  of  the  Cuftoms  are  invefted  with,  the 
following  will  fc-rve  as  a  imall  Sketch  of  them. 

The 
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The  Penalties  upon  Merchants,  Majiers  of  Ships  and 
others,  concerned  in  Trade,  'befides  their  being  fubjeSied  to. 
afiriSi  Examination  upon  Oath,  and  Forfeiture  of  the 
Goods ;  in  Jo  me  Cafes,  double  the  Value ;  Lfs  of  the 
Ship,  or  Veffel,  zvith  all  her  Tackle  ;  Fi7ies  of  lOO  I.  or 
500  /.  Imprifonment ;  Incapacity  to  fue  for  any  Debt  -,  and 
the  F  roof  generally  thrown  upon  the  Owner,  or  Importer. 

On  the  other  Hand,  the  Powers  given  to  tbe  Cuilom- 
Houfe  Officers  are  very  large.  All  the  Subje^s  of  the 
'Ki?-gdom  are-  enjoyn^d  by  ASf  of  Parliament  to  afjift 
Them.  They  ?nay  break  open  Houfes,  Shops,  Trunks,  hfc. 
to  fear ch  for  prohibited,  or  run  Goods,  by  a  proper  War- 
rant, and  in  a  proper  Manner,  They  may  enter  on  Board 
Mny  Ship,  or  'Veffel,  arid  break  open  any  Cabin,  Trunk,  or 
fmall  Package-,  fo  that  if  the  King  is  fill  defrauded  of  his 
Duties,  it  muft  proceed  from  the  Corruption,  or  Negliger^e 
of  the  Ferfons  employ  d,  and  not  from  Want  of  fufficient 
Penalties  upon  the  Oirenders,  or  fufficient  Power  in  the 
Ciiftom  Houfe  Officers. 

Befides,  We  have  found  by  Experience  that  Excifi 
Lazos  do  not  prevent  Smuggling  ;  for  I  believe  foreign  - 
Commodities  were  never  more  run  than  at  preient ',  nei- 
ther is  it  in  the  Power  of  the  CommiJJioners  ofExcife  to 
put  a*  Stop  to  it.  Their  Officers  do  not  guard  the  Coafts, 
to  hinder  the  running  of  Goods  into  dhic  Country. 
Their  Province  lies  more  in  tormenting  the  fair  Trader ; 
in  difquieiing  Him  in  the  PoirefBon  of  his  Property, 
and  in  the  peaceable  Purfuit  of  his  lawful  Calling.  Nay, , 
how  can  it  be  expecled  that  Excife  Officers  fhould  prove 
more  honeil  in  the  Execution  of  their  Trull  than  Cujlom- 
houfe  Officer  Si'  There  is  a  greater  Scope  for  Knaveiy  in 
the  former  th^.n  in  the  latter',  and  I  make  no  Doubt 
that  They  know  as  well  how  to  make  the  moll  of  their 
Places. 

But  we  are  farther  told  by  the  Letter-writer,  that  the_ 
People  jTiight  be  confiderably  eafed  as  well  at  home,  as  in 
our  Colonies  abroad,  by  this  Alteration ;  which  is  fo  far 
from  being  true,  that  I  apprehend  another  bad  Effed  of 

Excifes 
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Excifcs  to  bcj  that  they  will  certainly  bring  a  f^rtlier 
Burthen  on  the  People,  equal  to  a  Tax  ;  for  the  Excife 
will  not  eafe  the  Merchant  of  any  Burthen  He  now  la- 
bours under  in  carrying  on  this  Trade,  fuch  as  Officers 
Fees,  Servants  Wages,  &c.  but  He  will  be  put  to  greater 
Expences  by  frequent  Examinations  of  his  Stock.  To 
This  We  mull  likewife  add  his  own  greater  Trouble  and 
Fatigue,  Lois  of  Time  and  Interruption  of  Eufme's  ,  for 
\%^hich  He  will  have  a  Confideration  in  the  Yalue  of 
his  Goods  ;  and  This  muft  be  paid  by  the  C&nfumer, 
where  every  expenfive  Load  on  Trade  will  center  at 
laii . 
.  How  therefore  can  it  be  fa  id,  with  any  Colour  of 
Truth,  that  the  People  will  be  eafed  by  this  Method  of 
Taxation,  which  not  only  takes  fom  Them  one  of  their 
moll  elTential  Rights  as  EnglifhrncTi,  but  v.'ill  undoubt- 
edly inliance  the  Price  of  all  Commodiues,  which  are 
neceflary  and  convenient  for  Life  ? 

Almoll  the  fame  Aniwer  may  be  given  to  that  Part 
of  the  Argument,  which  relates  to  the  Improve-ment  oj 
the  P^eve?iue  ;  for  I  think  it  demonilrable  that  it  v/ili  ra- 
ther leffen  thanincreafe  it,  many  of  our  imported  Com- 
modities being  for  Luxury ^  and  therefore  the  dearer 
they  come,  the  lels  wdil  be  confumed,  and-  fo  far  as  the 
Confumption  is  lelTen'd,  the  Revenues  mufi  diminifh. 
Vi  That,  indeed,  were  the  only  Evil,  the  Nation  might 
be  a  Gainer  in  the  main  ;  but  our  Debts  and  E^'pences 
have  reduced  us  X.S  fuch  an  unhappy  Dilemma,  that  We 
are  obliged  to  encourage  Luxur'^,  in  order  to  fupport  i\\Q 
Revenue.  If  therefore  the  Advocates  for  Excifes  will 
pleafe  to  explain  the  Particulars  of  their  Scheme,  I  be- 
lieve it  will  be  found  imprafticable,  and  rhat  it  wdll  not 
anuver  the  End  propofed  by  it,  if  the  Improvement  of 
the  Revenue,  by  jufl  and  honcit  Jvleans,  be  v/hat  They 
realty  intend, 

The  Lett er-vjr iter  goes  on,  in  the  following,  er^traor- 
dinary  Manner.  —  None  will  be  affected  by  this  Altera- 
Hon  but  thole  little,  mercenarv    Fadors^   who  from   the 
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L-u/l  of  Lucre  would  have  thefe  Cujlofns  continued^  againjl 
the  hitereji  of  Trade,  sgaifijl  the  Eafe  of  the  People,  ?neer- 
ly  that  They  may  haze  fJ:!e  private  Advantage  of  Fra- 
fniums  on  prompt  Payment,  and  Commiffioris/i?r  tratf- 
GLting  Jjtifinefs  at  the  Cuftom-houfe.  But  This  I  am  p€J'- 
fuaded,  lays  He,  zvill  havefo  little  Weight  with  the  Peo- 
ple-of  England,  againjl  their  general  Advantage^  that  I 
rather  bcl.eve  They  will  defpife  the  Clamours  andrejeS  thz. 
Perfons  cf/Ihofe,  who  oppoje  a  common  Gcodfro?n  tijy  fuch 
fordid  Motives. 

Thefe  are  very  hard  Imputations;  and  I  believe  it  is 
the  lirjl  Time  that  any  Writer  hath  taken  the  Liberty  to 
treat  the  whole  Body  of  Britfh  Merchants  (who  are, 
moft  of  Them,  Facfors  for  others,  as  well  as  Traders  on 
their  czvn  Account)  mfuch  an  unhandfome  Manner,  v:ith- 
o.ut  any  other  Reafon  than  becaule  They  may  not  ap- 
prove of  a  Scheme,  which  v/ill  not  only  be  highly  pre- 
judicial to  the  general  Interefl  oi  Trade,  in  which  their 
ovi'n  particular  Intereits  are  involved,  but,  by  the  necef- 
fary  Increafe  oi  X^ficers,  greatly  endanger  die  Liberties 
of  the  Nation. 

If  I  am.  not  very  m.uch  miftaken,  the  Lttter-writer  is 
paid  for  this  notable  Production,  as  w^ell  as  his  Patron 
for  emiploying  his  Time  fo  glorioufly  in  the  publick  Ser- 
vice; and  ifWefhould  call  one  a  merccnav^  Writer,  or 
the  other  a  mercenary  Minifter,  We  know  by  Experience 
how  loudly  They  would  com.plain  of  fuch  Appellations ; 
but,  perhaps,  the  Nature  o^this  Schci?*^  makes  it  nccef- 
4ary  to  abufe  the  Merchants,  as  a  Pack  of  fordid 
Wretches,  who  deferve  no  Regard,  and  ought  to  be  cut 
off  from  the  common  Privileges  of  Englifpmen. 

I  am  unacquainted  what  Part  thefe  Gentlemen  may 
think  £t  to  aft,  if  any  fuch  Proje£i  fliould  ever  be 
brought  into  Parliam.ent ;  but  'if  They  fhould  judge  it 
their  Intereil,  or  Duty,  to  appearjn  Oppolition  to  it,  I 
3,m  apt  to  believe  that  their  Clamours,  as  the  Letter- 
Writer  terms  them^  ^viil  not  be  defpifed^  nor  their  Ferfons 

rejcfted 


N^  S3S'      '^^^    G  R  A  F  T  S  M  A  K.  fl 

rejeSic'd,  on  ilich  an  Occafion  ;  efpeciully  by  the  belt, 
and  richefl  oi'our  Reprelentaiives. 

I  am,  mdeed,  at  a  Lois  to  gucfs  why  the  Merchants 
Ihould  be  treated  in  fuch  an  outrageous  Manner.  They 
V\'crc  not  the  Propofers,  or  Promoters  of  putting  thg 
Piojuce  of  our  Colonies^  or  the  Commodities  oi  forelg?i 
Countries^  under  fuch  Diiadvantages,  by  payiiig  Duties 
on  being  landed,  and  receiving  Drav/backs  on  being  ex- 
ported. I  dare  anfwer  for  Them,  that  They  ^vould  be 
gl-i.l  to  have  great  Part  of  the  Duties  on  all  Commoditia=;, 
not  prohibited,  taken  off,  or  jowerM,  however  Thejr 
may  be  treated  as  Merce?jaries,  who  trade  only  iroia 
a  L^(j}  of  Lucre  ;  and  that  They. are  of  Opinion  that 
taking  fach  a  Step  would  bring  a  much  greater  Ad- 
vantage to  the  Nation,  as  well  as  a  greater  Revenue  to 
the  Crown,  1"!!?.^  ■a.ny  Alteration  in  iiie  Manner  of  col- 
hlliny  the  Duties ;  for  a  Reduction  of  the  Duties  will 
certainly  occafion  a  greater  Exportation  of  our  Produdl 
and  Manufattiires,  and  a  greater  Im.portation  of  foreign 
Commodities ;  whereas  the  Converfion  of  Cufoms  into 
Excifes  will  as  ceruainly  be  attended  with  a  Decreafe  of 
Importation,  as  well  as  Exportation. 

T'iius  have  1  gone  through  the  Letter'Zuriter''s  ^Ob- 
je6llons  to  Duties  on  Importation ;  and  I  cannot  forbear 
Gbferving  upon  the  whole,  that  the  Proj/^ors  and  their 
Advocates  feem  of  late  to  have  taken  a  violent  Aiteftion 
for  the  Flanters  of  our  Colonies,  after  long  Negleft,  Dif- 
couragement  and  ill  Ufage  ;  but  it  is  too  vihble  that 
this  Concern  is  a  meer  Pretence  and  aiiedled  only  to 
ferve  a  prefent  Purpofe,  asThey  made  the  landed  Interef 
a  Stalking-Horfe  to  their  Defigns  lail  Year.  I  hope 
therefore  that  none  of  our  Countrymen  abroad  will  fuf- 
fer  Themfelves  to  be  impofed  upon  fo  far,  as  to  think 
that  amj  Scheme  can  be  for  their  Advantage,  which  is  fo 
contrary  to  the  Intereib  and  Inclinations  of  their  F^//(7a'- 
Subje^s  at  home.  For  my  Part,  I  have  conilantly  d.- 
poufed  their  Cau!e  in  the  moil:  zealous  Manner  againil 
all  their  domeftick^  as  well  2^^  foreign  Enemies,  without 
E  2  takmg 
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taking  Part  in  any  particular  Difputes  amongfl:  Them- 
felves  ;  but  if  the  Controverfy  iliculd  ever  lye  between 
the  real,  or  prerended  Intereft  oi  dXij  particular  Co- 
lo?iy-,  and  the  general  Intereil  o^  Great  Britai?i^  I  miifl:- 
beg  Leave  to  fide  with  the  latter  ;  for  it  would  cer- 
tainly be  much  better  that  faerj  a  Colony  were  funk  to 
the  Bottom  of  the  Sea,  than  that  it  fhoald  ever  be  made 
the  Inibrument  of  enfl'iving  ix.^  Mother-Country.     CD. 
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Tlje  Cafe  of  Excises   confiderd^  zuith  Regard   to  the 
Pra-ffice  of  Helland,  and  hi  Vie-zv  to  a  Lsnd-Tax. 


t'. 


Have   noxv  difdn^ijy   confider'd  all  the 


^■MWM^^  Letter-t'jrite}'''s  Arguments  for  Excifes^  as 
^^Q  well,  as  his  Objections  againft  Duties  on 
Importation,  except-ing  only  two  ',  which 
^^^%^^^  sre  fo  link'd  together  in   his   Difcourle, 
<ri**^  w  ©Hi*'-    ^i^^^j  J  chofe  to  refeiTe  them  for  a   par- 
ticular   Eflay. 

Fie  Xclh  us,  thai  our  Liberties  ean  be  in  no  Danger 
from  fuch  E.xcifesj  but  may  be  as  fafe  in  this  Kingdo??!^ 
as  inthe  Rcpublickcf¥iG\\2xA,  under  the  fame  Regula- 
tions ;  and  the  Drift  of  liis  whole  Pamphlet  is  to  prove 
that  Exdfes,  iti  general,  are  preferable  to  a  Land-Tax  ; 
for  which  He  likewife  produces  the  Example  and  K\\- 
thority  of  Holland. 

In  Anfwer  to  T'hi?,  it  is  necefiary  to  ob fen'c,  in  the 
nril  Place,  that  though  Holla?id  may  be  juftly  callM  a 
free  State ,  when  comp?.red  Vv"ith  the  abfolute  Gover-a- 
^ments  round  about  it,  yet  I  cannot  agree  that  it  ought 
to  be  compared  with  the  Conftitution  oi Great  Britain., 
a^lo!ig  as  We  are  able  to  preferve  it  pure  and  uncorrupc 
ill  all  its  Parts. 

Sir 
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'  Sir  William  Temple  (  whofe  Authority-  hath  been  of- 
ten quotc^  on  both  Sides,  as  an  excellent  Writer )  ob- 
lerves  very  juftly,  that  this  ftofnachful  People,  who 
could  not  endure  the  leaft  Exercife  of  arbitrary  Po'wer, 
ar  Impojitions,  or  the  Sight  of  any  foreign  Troops ^  under 
the  Spaniih  Gover?!?nent,  have  been  fince  inured  to  all 
cf  them,  in  the  high  eft  Degree  y  under  their  own  popu- 
lar Magiftrates ;  bridled  with  hard  Laws,  terriffd  with 
fevere  Executions,  ifivlron'd  with  foreign  Force?,  and 
cpprefid  with  the  mcft  cruel  Hardihips  and  Variety  of 
Taxes,  that  zoas  ever  kmzvn  under  any  Governfnent. 

It  is  therefore  a  very  extraordinary  Propofal,  to  re- 
duce us  to  the  fame  hard  Condition  with  our  Neigh- 
bours in  Holland,  and  fufficiently  denotes  the  ModeRy 
of  t\\Q  Projecfors  ;  but  I  believe  They  will  find  it  as 
difficult  to  eftablifh  the  fame  Regulations  here,  as  to 
make -the  People  ol  Great  Britain  in  Love  with  the  Go- 
vernment of  Holland,  or  to  throw  oit  all  Regard  for  the 
happy  Conftitution  of  their  own  Country. 

In  the  next  Place,  it  is  proper  to  enquire  into  the 
Rcafons,  which  make  the  People  of  Holland  (iihmit  io 
thefe  Severities  of  Government.  Now  thefe  arife,  as 
the  fame  Author  informs  us,  fi-om  the  Simplicity  and 
Modefy  cf  their  Magiftrates,  in  their  Way  of  Living  ; 
which  do  not  exceed  the  Cuftoms  of  the  common  Mer- 
chants and  Burghers  of  the  Tozvn. He  tdJs  us  like- 
wife,  that  the  Way  to  OlEce  a?id  Autliority  lies  through 
thefe  ^  a  Pities,  which  acquire  the  general  Eftee?n  of  the 
People  ;  that  no  Man  is  exempted  from  the  Dans;er  and 
Current  of  the  Laws  ',  that  Soldiers  are  confined  to 
Frontier  Garrifons ;  (/'i'^  G^'^sr,^  ^/^  Inland,  <7r  Trading 
Towns,  being  left  to  the  Burghers  themfehes  ; )  '  aiU 
that  no  great  PJches  are  feen  to  enter  by  publick  Pay- 
ments into  private  Purfes,  either  to  ruife  Families,  or 
to  fie d  the  prodigal  Expellees  of  vain,  extravagant  and 
luxurious  Men  ;  but  all  publick  ?!.4onies  are  apply  d  to 
ike  Safety,  Great nefs,  or  Honour  of  the  State  -,  and  the 
E  3  Magiftrates 
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Magiftrates  themfehes  bear  an  equal  Share  in  all  the 
Barthens  'ihey  impofc. 

Whenever  therefore  o\xr  great  Men  will  be  pleafed  to 
adopt  the  parfimonious  Maxims  of  their  Brethren  in 
Holland,  and  reduce  Themfelves  to  fome  Degree  of 
Equality  with  their  Fellow-Subje6ls,  it  may  be  an  En- 
couragement for  US'  to  fabmit  to  the  Ja?ne  Rfgulatlons  i 
but  whilil  We  fee  Them  rolHng  in  Wealrh,  Luxury 
and  Grandeur,  it  is  the  moll  provoking  Infult  to  \q 
told,  that  V/e  ought  to  be  bridled  like  the  People  of 
Holland, 

Befides,  I  have  been  inform'd  that  the  Dutch  Exeifes 
differ  ve^y  materially,  in  fome  Particulars,  from  Thofe 
already  eilablifn'd  in  England ;  for  in  feveral  imported 
Co?nfnodities,  ( luch  as  Wine,  Tea,  Coffee,  Sec.)  every 
Man  is  tax'd  at  fo  much  a  Year,  according  to  his  Fd- 
mily  21A  Manner  of  Living,  by  the  Magiftrates  of  the 
Town,  in  which  He  lives,  unlefs  Re  makes  Oath  that 
He  ufes  none ;  but  no  Officers  are  allow'd  to  enter  his 
Houfe,  which  is  look'd  upon  as  his  S-aficIuary  ;  and  con- 
fequently  They  have  no  Power,  or  Influence,  in  the 
E/eBion  of  Magiftrates.  ■  I  am  far  from  mxcntioning 
This  with  any  Delign  of  recommending  the  fame  Me- 
thod of  Taxation  in  England ;  and  am  ready  to  give 
my  Reafans  againll  it,  whenever  fuch  a  Scheme  ihail  be 
brought  on  the  Carpet. 

The  Letter-writer^ s  Argument  againfl  Land-Taxes, 
taken  from  the  Example  of  Holland,  is  ftill  more  falla- 
cious ;  for  the  Circumilances  of  the  two  Nations  are  ib 
yafliy  different,  that  no  juil  Conclufions  can  be  drawu 
from  one  to  the  other.  Great  Britain  hath  a  ProduB 
within  itfelf,  not  only  fufiicient  to  maintain  its  own 
People,  but  to  fpare  for  other  Countries  ;  whereas  the 
Pfoducl  of  ^i?//^Wv\rill  not  maintain,  as  Mr.  de  Witt 
allows,  one  eighth  Part  of  itfa  Inhabitants.  Great  Bri- 
tain hath,  befides  its  Produft,  7i'//7;^^^^r£'j  of  various 
Kinds,  Fijheries  and  Mines  of  Lead,  Tin,   Copper   and 

Coals^ 
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Coals,  not  only  for  its  own  Ule,  but  exports  them  in 
great  Qifantities  to  foreign  Countries ;  whereas  the  Dutch 
MnniifaSlures  are  neither  fo  many,  nor  fo  great.  They 
have  no  Mims^  and  as  They  are  obliged  to  purchafe 
the  greateft  Part  of  the  common  Necejfaries  of  Life  from 
their  Neighbours,  fo  the  Income,  which  jnaintains  the 
Government,  as  well  as  enriches  the  People,  arifes  from 
their  Trade,  Fijbery,  and  Freight  of  Ships. 

Nothing  therefore  can  be  more  ridiculous  than  to  ar- 
gue for  Excifes  here  from  the  Praflice  of  Holland '^ 
where  the  vaft  Difproportion  of  Land  to  the  Number  of 
the  Inhabitants  makes  them  abfolutely  necelTaiy  for  the 
Support  of  the  Government. 

I  might,  in  this  Pla^e,  complain  of  popular  Preju- 
dices  with  more  Juiiice  and  Propriety  than  the  Gentle- 
men on  the  other  Side  of  the  ^.efticn  ;  for  the  grievous 
Burthen,  which  the  Freeholders  of  Great  Britain  have 
been  obliged  to  bear  for  above  forty  Years  pall,  hath 
certainly  prepolTefs'd  Them  as  ftrongly  againll  a  Land- 
Tax  as  the  common  People  can  be  fuppoled  to  be  againft 
■Excifes  ',  but  with  Pleafure  1  obferve  that  there  is  no 
Occalion  to  make  any  fuch  Apologies,  or  Com.plaints ; 
fince  Vi/liatever  Opinions  fome  of  the  Land-Ozvners  might 
formerly  entertain  on  this  Subjeft,  They  feem  to  be 
fully  convinced  of  their  Miftake  ;  for  I  do  not  meet 
with  any  Body,  except  the  Proje5iors  and  their  Advc- 
tates,  Vvho  difcover  any  Inclination  to  this  Scheme,  how- 
ever it  may  be  gilded  over  with  the  plaufible  Pretence 
of  relieving  Them  from  the  Land-Tax.  They  now  fee 
the  Hook  through  the  Bait,  and  are  too  wife  to  bite  at 
it  any  longer. 

I  fnall  endeavour'  to  confirm  Them  in  this  wife 
Difpoiition  and  right  Way  of  judging,  for  their  own 
Intereft,  by  the  excellent  Reafonings  q^IAy.  Locke  on 
the  fame  Subjeft. 

In  fpeaking  of  the  Caufes,  which  raife,  or  depreciate 
the  Value  of  Land,  He  makes  the  follo'.ving  Obferva- 
tions. 

*^  When 
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^'  When  a  Nation,  is  running  to  Decay  and 
Ruin,  the  Merchant  and  7?ionefd  Man,  do  wh3t 
you  can,  will  be  fure  to  fiarve  kfc.  Obferve  it 
where  you  will,  the  Decays,  that  come  upon  and 
bring  to  Ruin  any  Country,  do  conftantly  iinl  fall 
on  Land;  and  though  the  Country  Gefitkman  be 
not  very  forward  to  think  fo,  yet  This  neverthelefs 
is  an  undoubted  Truth,  that  He  is  moie  concern'd  in 
Trade ^  and  ought  to  take  a  greater  Care  that  it  be 
well  managed  and  preierved  than  even  the  Mee.- 
CHANT  himfelf ;  for  He  will  certainly  iind,  wlien  a 
Decay  oi Trade  halh  cariy'd  away  one  Part  of  our 
K'loney  cut  of  the  Kingdom,  and  the  other  is  kept  in 
the  Merchant'*  s  and  Trade  [mail's  Hand?,  that  no  Lazus 
He  can  make,  nor  any  little  Arts  of  Jhifting  Propert'j 
amsngfi  ottr/ek'esy  vnll  bring  it  back  to  Him  again'; 
but  his  Rents  will  fall  and  his  Income  every  Day  lef- 
fen,  till  general  Induftry  ?iX).6.  Frugality,  join'd  to  a 
well-order'' d  Trade,  fhall  rellore  to  the  Kingdom  the 
Riches  and  Wealth  it  had  formerly. 
"  This  by  the  Way,  if  well  confider'd,  might  Jet  us 
fee  that  Taxes,  however  contrived,  and  out  of  who.fe 
Hands  foever  immediately  taken,  do  in  a  Country, 
where  their  great  Fund  is  in  Land,  for  the  moil:  Part 
terminate  upon  Land.  Whatfoever  the  People  is 
chieSy  maintain'd  by.  That  the  Governmeiit  fapports 
itfelf  on.  Nay,  perhaps  it  will  be  found  that  thofff' 
Taxes,  which  fcem  leait  to  aiieft  Land,  will  moii 
furely  of  all  others  fall  l\iz  Rents,  This  VvOuM  de- 
ferve  to  be  well  confider'd,  in  the  railing  q{  Taxes, 
leit  the  Negled  of  it  bring  upon  the  Country  Gentle- 
man an  Evil,  which  Ke  will  be  fure  quickly  to  feel, 
but  not  be  able  very  quickly  to  remedy  ;  for  Rcnts^ 
once  fallen,  are  not  eafily  railed  again.  A  Tax  laid 
upon  Land  feems  hard  to  the  Land-holder,  bccau'e 
it  is  fo  much  Money  going  vifibly  out  of  his  Pocket ; 
and  therefore,  as  an  Eafe  to  Him'elf,  the  Land-holder 
is  aKvays  forvv"ard  to  hy  it  i-pon  Cofnmodities  ;  but  if 

''  He 
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*'  Ke  will  thoroug-lily  conlider  it  and  examine  the  Ef- 
'^  feds,  Ke  will  iiiid  He  buys  this  feeming  Eafe  at  a 
"  very  dear  Rate;  and  though  He  pays  not  this  Tax 
''-  immediately  out  of  his  own  Purfe,  yet  his  Purfe  will 
■■'  find  it  by  a  greater  Want  of  Money  there  at  the  End 
of  the  Year  than  Xhat  comes  to,  with  &,c /cfQnh^g 
C'fh'is  Rents  to  boot ;  which  is  a  fettled -QXidi  laying 
Evil,  that  will  flick  upon  Kim  beyond  the  prefevJ 
Pn'^Tnent. 

Ke  then  pats  a  Cafe,  adapted  to  the  Circumiiances  of 
the  Times,  in  which  He  v/rote  ;  but  it  will  equally 
ferve  to  illuftrate   the  prefent  Argument. 

*'  But  fuppofe,  fays  /i>,  to  feift  oit  the  Burthen  fi'om 
the  Lmid,  Tome  Cou??try  Gcntle?nen  fiioald  think  fit  to 
raife  thefe  three  Millions  (a  Suirkfuppofed  to  be  wanted 
at  that  Ti'uie )  upon  Co-mmodities,  to  \z\  the  Land  go 
free.  7irji,  it  is  to  be  confider'd,  that  fince  the  pub- 
lick  Wants  require  three  Millions^  and  fo  much  muil 
go  into  the  King's  Coffers,  or  elfe  the  Neceflities  of 
the  Govei-nment  will  not  be  fupply'd,  that  for  rai- 
fmg  thefe  three  Millions  on  Comfnodltles,  and  bring- 
ing lb  much  into  the  Exchequer^  there  muil  go  a 
great  deal  more  than  three  Millions  out  of  the  Sub- 
je^s  Pockets  ;  for  a  Tax  of  that  Nature  cannot  be  le- 
vy'd  by  Officers,  to  watch  every  little  Rivulet  of 
Trade,  without  a  great  Charge,  efpecially  at  iirft 
Tryal.  But  fuppofmg  no  mxore, Charge  in  railing  it 
than  of  a  Land-Tax,  and  that  there  are  only  three 
Millions  to  be  paid  ;  it  -is  evident  that  to  do  This  out 
of  Commodities,  they  muil  to  the  Covfiimer  be  railed 
a  garter  in  their  Price  ;  fo  that  every  Thing  to 
Him,  that  ufes  it,  muil  be  a  garter  dearer.  Let 
us  fee  now  who  at  long  Run  muil  pay  this  garter ^ 
and  where  it  will  light.  ' Tis  plain  the  Merchant 
and  Broker  neither  will  nor  can  ;  for  if  He  pays  a 
garter  fnore  for  Commodities  than  He  did,  He  will 
fell  them  at  a  Price  proportion  ably  raifed.  The  poor 
Labourer  and  Handier aftftnan  cannot  i  for  He  \v& 

**  lives 
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*'  lives  fi-om  Hand  to  Mouth  already  ;  and  all  his  Food, 
*'  Cloathing  and  Utenfils  cofring  a  garter  more  than 
*^  they  did  before  ;  either  his  Wages  mait  rife  with 
.  *'  the  Fr'ice  of  Things,  to  make  Him  live  ;  or  elfe,  not 
*'  being  able  to  maintain  Himrdf  and  Family  by_.  his 
"  Labour,  lie  comes  lo  the  P^W/Z' ;  and  then  the  LcTfid 
''  bears  the 'Burthen  an  heavier  V/ay.  H  tht  Lnhou- 
*'  rjrV  W,7gfs  be  railed,  in  Proportion  to  the  i'ticrcajed 
**  Rates  of  Things,  the  Farmer,  ^'^'ho  pays  a  ^inrier 
*'  fnore  for  Wages,  as  V'ell  as  ail  other  Things,  \^-hiln: 
*'  He  fells  his  Corn  and  V/ooll  either  at  the  fame  Rate, 
*'  or  lower,  at  the  Market,  (lince  the  T^rA"  laid  upon 
''  it  m.akes  People  lefs  forward  to  buy)  muft  either 
"  have  his  Rent  abated^  or  elfe  break  and  run  avv'ay  in 
*'  his  Landlord'' s  Debt ;  and  fo  the  yearly  Value  of  tnQ 
*'  Land  is  brought  down  ;  and  who  then  pays  the  Tax, 
"  at  the  Year's  End,  but  the  Landlord  ? 

A  little  farther  He  tejls  us,  that  "  Holland  is 
"  brought  as  an  Inilance  for  laying  the  Charge  of  the 
"  Publick  upon  7r/2(3> ;  and^  it  is  poiiible  (exceptii:g 
"  fome  itw  fm all  free  Towns)  (ho.  only  Place  in  the 
"  World,  that  could  be  brought  to  favour  this  Way  ', 
*'  but  yet,  when  examined,  will  be  found  to  fhew  the 
^'  quite  contrary,  and  be  a  clear  Proof  that,  lay  the 
**  Taxes  where  you  will.  Land  every  where,  in  Pro- 
"  po.;|ion,  bears  the  greater  Share  of  the  Burthen.  The 
**  publick  Charge  of  the  Governmient,  it  is  faid,  is,  in 
''  the  united  Provinces,  laid  on  Trade,  I  grant  it  is, 
'*  the  greateii  Part  of  it ;  but  is  the  Land  excufed,  or 
*'  eafed  by  it?  By  no  means  i  but,  on  the  contrary^  'ij 
**  loaded,  that  in  many  Places  Half  in  others  a  ^ar- 
*•  ter,  in  others  one  Eighth  of  the  'pearly  Value  does  not 
**  come  into  the  Ozoner's  Rocket ;  and,  if  I  have  not 
**  been  miiinform'd,  the  Land,  in  fome  Places,  will  not 
**  pay  the  Taxes;  fe>  that  We  may  fay,  that  the  Charge 
**  'of  the  Government  came  not  upon  Commodities,  till 
''  the  Land  could  not  bear  it.  The  Burthen  unavoidw 
*'  ably  fettles  upon  the  Land  £rft,,  and  wheni  it  hath 

"  prel?d 
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"  prefs'd  k  fo,  thatit  can  yield  no  more,  Trade  muil 
"  be  brought  in  Aid,  to  help  to  fupport  the  Govem- 
"  ment,  rather  than  let  All  iink  ;  but  the  iirft  Strefs  is 
*'  always  upon  Z^z?^" ;  and  as  far  as  That  will  reach,  it 
"  is  unavoidably  carry 'd,  lay  your  Taxes  how  y&d 
"  will.  It  is  known  what  a  Share  of  the  publick" 
*'  Charges  of  the  Government  is  fupported  by  the 
*'  Trade  of  Amfterdam  alone.  As  I  remember  that  one 
"  Tozun  pays  Thirty -fix  in  the  Hundred  of  all  the  pub- 
**  lick  Taxes  railed  in  the  united  F'rovinces  ',  but  are 
*'  the  Lands  of  Guelderland  eafed  by  it  ?  Let  any  one 
"  fee  in  that  Country  of  Land^  m.ore  than  Trade,  what 
"  They  make  clear  of  their  Revenues,  and  v/hethpr  the 
"  Countr-^  Gentlemen  there  grov/  rich  on  their  Land, 
"  \vhilfl:  the  Merchant,  having  the  Taxes  laid  on  his 
*'  Ccmmerce,  is  impoverilh'd.  On  the  contrary,  Guel- 
'*  dsrland  is  fo  lo^v  and  out  of  Ca(h,  ^2X  A'mfterdain 
*'  hath  been  fain,  for  many  Years,  to  lay  down  the 
*'  Taxes  for  Them  ;  which  is,  in  Eixeil,  to  pay  the 
"  TdiX.ts  o^  Guelderland  too. 

*'  Struggle  and  contrive  as  you  will  ;  lay  your  Taxes 
*"*  as  you  pleafe  ;  the  Traders  will  ihift  it  oiF  from  their 
*'  ozun  Gain  ;  the  Merchants  will  bear  the  lead  Part  of 
**  it,  and  grow  poor  laft.  In  Holland  icfelf,  where 
*'  Trade  is  ib  loaded,  v/ho,  I  pray,  grows  richefi ;  the 
*^  Land-holder,    or  the  Trader  ?  Which  of  Them  is 

*'  pinch'd  and  Vv^ants  Ivloney  moll  ? A   Country 

^'  m.ay  thrive,  the  Country  Gentleman  grow  rich,  and 
*'  his  i^^;7/J  increaTe,  (for  it  hath  beeafo  here)  whilil  the 
*'  Land  is  tax'd  •;  but  I  challenge  any  one  to  fliew  me 
*•*  a  Country,  wherein  there  is  any  confiderable  Charge 
*'  railed,  where  the  Land  does  not  moil  fenfibly  reel  it, 
*'-  and  in  Proportion  bear  much  the  greater  Part  of  it. 

1  believe  the  Reader  will  not  look  upon  thefe  Quota- 
tions as  tedious,  or  unnecelTary,  though  they  have 
fweli'd  my  Paper  to  fach  an  unulual  Length.  F&r 
my  Parr,  they  feem  fo  very  appolite  to  the  Purpofe, 
:.v  clear,  full,  and  even  demonllrative,  that  if  the  grie- 
vous 
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vous  Load  of  a  long-continued  Land-Tax  fhould  have  ftill 
left  fome  Prejadices  in  the  Minds  of  the  Britijh  Free- 
holders, a  due  Attention  to  the  Scope  and  Force  of  thefe 
ArgUfnents  muft,  I  think,  root  them  up  and  intirely 
diffipate  them  away. 

Thefe  Gentlemen  would  like  wife  do  well  to  conlider 
that  although  They  have  long  groan'd  under  the  PrefTure 
of  a  Land-Tax,  yet  it  hath  been  continued  only  from 
Year  to  Year,  for  the  current  Expences  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  and  as  there  is  a^great  Number  of  the  moll  con- 
iiderable  Land-holders  in  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  k 
may  be  reafonably  fuppofed  that  They  will  lay  hold  of 
the  iiril  Opportunity  to  eafe  Themfeh'es  from  this 
Burthen.  Whereas  We  are  taught  by  Experience  that 
Excifes  co\nm.OTi[YhtQomQ  perpetual,  even  almofi:  with- 
out Exception,  when  they  are  once  laid  ;  and  as  this 
Scheme  is  defign'd  only  to  iupply  the  Neceilides  of  the 
Government,  in  Time  of  Peace,  {o  the  Proje^ors  will, 
I  fear,  have  Recourfe  to  a  Land-Tax,  upon  the  firfL  ex- 
traordinary Occalion  cither  at  home  or  abroad,  without 
giving  up  a  Shilling  of  the  Excife  ;  and  then  I  think 
the  Freeholders  of  Great  Britain  csinnoi  be  in  a  worfe 
Condition,  unlefs  the  Prcje^ors  iliould  think  fit,  in  their 
great  Wiidom.,  to  college  the  Land-Tax  alio  by  ihe 
Laws  of  Excife. 

It  will  be  faid,  perhap?,  that  the  Parliament  hath  it 
in  their  Power  to  reduce  the  Excife,  whenever  it  grows 
exorbitant,  or  burthenfome  ;  but  This  I  deny,  if  it 
fliould  be  made  perpetual ;  for,  in  iuch  a  Cafe,  They 
cannot  do  it  without  the  Confent  of  the  Crozun  ;  and  I 
think  it  fomewhat  improbable  that  the  Court  will  ever 
part  v/ith  fuch  a  Jewel,  as  long  as  They  can  keep  it. 

Belides,  all  Attempts  to  dimJnifn  any  Revenue,  when 
once  granted,  are  thought  invidiou?,  and  treated  as 
Marks  of  Difaffeftion  to  the  Government  itfelE  This 
deters  many  Per  Tons  from  joining  in  any  fuchAttempt?, 
and  others  are  prevaifd  on  by  Goodnature,  plaufible 
pretences,  or  Applications  of  a  woffe   Kind ;  ib  that 

the 
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the  only  wife  Method  of  keeping  the  Crown  within  its 
proper  Bounds,  is  to  fupprels  all  Incroachments  in 
their  Birth. 

Lallly,  let  it  be  condder'd  that  if  the  Crown  fhould 
tYtr  o^oi-sim  Jianding  Revenue,  fufficient  to  defray  all 
the  ordinary  Expences  of  the  Government,  ( and  Nobody 
can  pretend  to  fay  Avhat  a  general Excife  may  produce) 
what  Occafion  will  there  be  for  the  Parliament  to  meet 
at  all,  unlefs  upon  extraordinary  Emergences  P 

As  I  chofe  to  illuilrate  and  Ilrengthen  the  former  Part 
of  this  Paper  with  the  Authorities  o^  Sir  William  Temple 
and  Mr.  Locke,  it  may  be  proper  to  acquaint  the  Reader 
that  what  I  have  faid  kll  is  as  flrongly  fupported  by  the 
Reafonings  of  Mr.  Harnpden,  who  prefers  a  Land-Tax, 
or  even  the  Revival  of  the  Chimney-Money,  to  any  Kind 
ol  new  Excife s  \  which  mull  end,  as  He  obferves  veiy 
jaftly,  in  2i  general  Excife. 

■  He  concludes  his  Confiderations  on  this  Subjecf,  as  I 
ihall  do  at  prefent,  in  the  following  remarkable  Words. 

"  One  Thing,  I  think,  all  are  for ;  the  preferving 
*«  of  the  Co?:ftitution,  and  the  maintaining  our  Liberty, 
"  for  the  Sake  whereof  all  this  Money  is  to  be  raifed  j 
"  and  That  is  All,  which  iam  pleading  for.  Let  no 
"  Man  be  mifled  by  a  Pretence  oi  Convenience,  or  dif 
"  burthening  his  Land  in  this  Way  of  Taxing.  All 
**  Thofe  are  miftaken  Arguments  /  and  though  they 
*<  were  not  fo  ;  though  all  the  Conveniences  in  the 
"  World  were  to  be  found  in  this  72ew  Method ;  though. 
*'  there  were  ever  fo  great  Eafe  to  our  Lands  in  it ;  yet 
**  the  fmgle  Coniidejation  of  what  the  Nation  hazards 
**  in  giving  a  Revenue,  that  probably  will  ?iever  be  dif- 
♦«  continued,  and  the  Danger,  to  which  the  Liberties  of 
*'  the  Kingdom  \w\\\hQ  expofed,  litvtvtht  Crown  fiall 
*'  be  rich  enough  to  govern  wi  t  h o u t  F a  r  l  i  a m  e  n t s^ 
**  is  abundantly  fufficient  to  over-ballanee  whatever  can 
'  •'  be  alledged  to  the  _contrary  from  Topicks  of  prefent 
*'  Eafe,  or  private  Interejl.  The  Constitution, 
«*  the  Constitution  is  our  Happinefs.  Let  any 
•  Vol.  X.  F  ^*  Jnconvenieiusi 
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Inconveniences  be  fubmitted  to,  rather  than  That  be 
brought  into  Danger.  We  Hand  upon  a  needlefs 
Point.  The  Revenue  of  the  Crown  is  fo  very  high 
'  aheady,  that  one  Remove  more  does  our  Bufiners, 
'  England  can  never  be  undone,  but  by  its  own  Con- 
'  fent.    Have  a  Care  then  of  giving  that  fatal  Con- 

*  fent.    We  have  hitherto  been   the  Envy  of  all  our 
'  Neighbours  for  our  Liberties,  and  the  Privileges  We 

*  enjoy  i    the  greatell  of  which  is  being  governed  by 

*  LawSy   made  by  our  own  Reprefentatives.     All  We 

*  have   is  owing  to  the  Prefervation  of  Parliaments, 

*  and   making  th.tix  frequent  Meetings  necejjary.     Let 

*  Taxes  be   laid  fo,    that  they  may  ceafe  with  their 

*  Caufe,  and  fo  Parliaments  may  not  become  unnecef- 

*  fary. — I  fliall  il:op  here,  and  fay  no  m^ore  concerning 

*  2i  Land-Tax,  becaufe  this  Paper  is  too  long  already  ; 

*  and  becaufe  my  chief  Intent  in  writing  it,  as  I  (aid 

*  before,    was   not  fo  much  to  urge  Arguments  for  a 
«  Land-Tax,  as  to  offer  fome  Confiderations,  which 

*  might  fliew  the  Danger  of  a  General  Excise. 

D. 
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TBe  general  Argument  againft  Excises  concluded 
and  Jum?n'd  up. 

AVING  now  gone  through  the  feveral 
Branches  of  the  Argument  againft  Ex- 
cises, I  fhall  leave  the  Merchants  to 
defend  their  ov;n  Caufe,  as  They  may 
judge  proper,  when  the' Particulars  of 
the  Scheme  are  more  fully  explained ; 
and  I  cannot  conceal  my  Satisfeflion,  upon  obferving 

that 
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that  what  I  have  written  upon  this  Subjefl  feerhs  agreea- 
ble to  the  Sentiments  of  thofe  Gentlemen  j  for  the  fea- 
fonable  Refolutions,  which,  I  am  told,  They  have 
lately  taken  to  oppofe  an  Exeife,  under  any  Shape,  by 
all  dutiful  and  lawful  Methods,  are  fafficient  to  jiiftify 
.  the  Courfe  of  thefe  Papers,  and  to  convince  the  World 
that  I  have  not  endeavour'd  to  alarm  Them  without 
juft  Grounds. 

My  chief  Delign  in  this  Enquiry  was  to  give  the 
pLiblick  a  full  State  of  the  Subjeil,  in  general,  without 
entering  into  any  Particulars  ;  and  therefore  I  would 
not  fuffer  the  Thread  of  my  Argument  to  be  inter- 
rupted by  any  of  thofe  Objections  to  it,  which  have 
been  thrown  out  in  fome  daily  Papers  ;  for  though  I 
promifed  to  confider  every  Thing  of  Weighty  that  Jhould 
be  urged  on  the  other  Side,  it  cannot  be  expelled  that  I 
fhould  turn  immediately  out  of  the  Road,  to  combat 
fuch  Adverfaries  as  have  hitherto  appeared  againft  Me. 
Nay,  I  believe  the  ProjeSiors  themfelves  would  be  very 
unwilling  to  have  it  thought  that;  the  Strefs  of  their 
Argument  lies  in  thofe  Papers ;  and  therefore  I  chufe  to 
wait  a  Week  or  two  longer,  in  Expe£lation  of  feeing 
the  Subjefl  undertaken  by  fome  abler  and  better  ia- 
ftru6led  Hands.  However,  if  it  fhould  appear  that 
the  ProjeSiorts  are  refolved  to  purfue  their  Scheme,  and 
Tefl:  the  Merits  of  it  on  the  Writings  oi  thefe  Gentlemen, 
the  Force  of  their  Objeflions  fhall  be  conlider'd  in  due 
Time;  and  if  They  have  nothing  in  Referve,  much 
more  to  the  Purpofe  than  what  They  have  already 
produced,  They  will  be  fo  far  from  having  any  Reafon 
to  triumph,  that  my  Argument  will  appear  with  new 
Strength  and  Luftre  upon  fuch  an  Examination. 

For  this  Reafon,  I  hope  my  Correspondents  will  not 
take  it  ill  that  I  have  hitherto  made  fo  litde  Ufe  of 
thofe  Papers,  with  which  They  have  already  favour'd. 
Me  ;  for  They  will  eafily  perceive,  from  what  I  have 
feid,  that  I  reierve  them  for  another  OccafiOn ;  and  if 
They  will  pkafe  to  fumifh  Me  with  any  farther  Lights, 

F  2  Thejr 
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They  may  depend  on  my  paying  them  all  proper  Re- 
gard, as  far  as  they  concur  with  the  Defign  of  this 
Undertaking,  and  will  ferve  to  clear  up  the  Point  "in 
Difpute. 

In  the  mean  Time,  it  will  be  proper  to  recapitulate 
the  Subiknce  of  my  general  Argument,  as  it  hath  been 
dedaced-  in  the  preceding  Papers,  and  lay  it  in  one 
View  before  thePublick. 

Firjf  then,  it  appears  that  as  the  Profperity,  PJches 
and  Strength  of  this  Nation  depend  on  Trade,  fo  all 
pclfible  Encouragement  ought  to  be  given  to  the  Fro- 
fecution  of  it  J  and  the  MtrrZ^j;,-/,  or  Trader,  being  the 
moft  ufeful  Member  of  the  Commonwealth,  hath  a 
Righ%  5t  leall,  to  the  common  Privileges  of  his  Fel- 
low-Subjeds ;  whereas  no  Perfon,  under  the  LiizOs  cf 
Exdfe,  can  be  properly  call'd  a  Free?nati,  or  an  Efiglijb- 
rnan^  being  depiived  of  that  great  and  fundamental 
Privilege  oi  Magna  Chart  a,  a  Trial  kj  Juries,  and  fub- 
kdled  to  the  arbitrary  Determination  of  Ccurt-Officers, 
who  are  not  only  Profecutors,  Evidence  and  Judges  in 
their  own  Caufe,  but,  being  abfolutely  dependent  on 
the  Crown,  for  the  Continuance  of  their  Places,  may  be 
tempted,  in  bad  Reigns,  to  give  unju ft  Sentences  againft 
particular  Men,  in  order  to  gratify  the  Aialice,  _  or 
Avarice,  of  a  corrupt  Minifier.  Nor  is  This  the  only 
bad  Circumftance  of  Excifes,  with  Regard  to  Trade ; 
far  no  Man  can  properly  call  his  Goods  his  own,  even 
after  the  Dutj  is  paid,  being  always  liable  to  the  In- 
quiiition  oi  little  Officers,  who  too  often  think  it  their 
i)utv  to  be  as  vexatious  as  polTible ;  nor  can  the 
Traaer  difpofe  of  them  without  a  Permit  from  one  of 
thefe  Officers  \  which,  befides  the  Fatigue  to  Himfelf, 
and  the  Ah  of  Slavery,  that  it  carries  along  with  it, 
muft  prove  \tvj  prejudicial  to  the  Courfe  of  his 
Buiinefs. 

It    hath  likewife  been    proved   (I  think,    beyond 

Difpute)    thdit  EMi/es  affe6i:  the  Caufe  of  Liberty  in 

.  general,    as  well  as   the   particular  Interell  of  Trade ; 

which 
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which  have,  indeed,  a  mutual  Dependence  on  each 
other;  for  the  vafl:  Number  oi  civil  Officers^  which 
the  Execution  o/i  fuch  a  Scheme  will  necefTary  fpread 
through  all  Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  mufl  conlequently 
have  a  very  great  Influence  in  the  Ele^ion-  of  Members 
to  ferve  in  parliament ;  on  the  Freedom  and  Indepen- 
dency of  which  the  Welfare  of  the  whok  Nation, 
the  Liberties  of  the  People,  and  the  very  Being  of  the 
Conilitution  abfolutely  depend. 

I  have  alio  traced  the  Origin  of  Excifes,  as  far  as 
Hiftory  gives  us  any  clear  Light  into  them,  and  fhewn 
by  what  Methods  they  were  firfl  introduced  into  thefe 
Parts  oi Europe ;  from  w^hence  it  appears  that  they  have 
tonilantly  been  the  Forerunners  of  arbitrary  -Power,  and 
were  never  fufl^rM  in  2x\y  freeCouniry,  till  Convullions 
in  Government,  and  preiling  Exigences  of  State  have 
made  them  neceffary.  It  is  likewife  evident  from  this 
Enquiry  that  they  have  been  feldom  or  never  laid  afide, 
when  once  raifed,  though  under  the  moft  plaufible  Pre- 
tences and  Promifes  that  they  v/ere  intended  only  to 
fupply  a  frefent  NeceJJJiyy  and  ihould  be  taken  oiF  again, 
.as  foon  as  the  Orr^^/^.ceafed. 

From  thence  I  proceeded  to  the  Nature  of  a  general 
Exdfe ;  and  have,  I  believe,  convinced  every  dilinte- 
relled  Man  in  England  that  the  Execution  ofihisScheme 
can  end  in  nothing  lefs  than  fjch  a  general,  extended 
^ax,  in  whatever  Senfe  it  may  be  underftood  ',  efpecial- 
ly,  if  We  coniider  the  Multiplicity  of  Excifes,  both 
on  natiz^e  and  imported  Commodities,  already  eilablifh'd 
in  this  Kingdom,  which  have  begun  to  infmuate 
themfelves  into  private  Families,  as  well  as  publick 
Houfes.  It  hath  been  proved,  at  leaft,  that  thisProjefl 
ha'.h  a  direft  and  immediate  Tendency  to  fuch  a  general 
Excife,  as  hath  been  conllantly  oppofed  by  the  beft 
EngUfbmen  in  all  Ages,  particularly  lince  the.  Revohi- 
tion,  arid  feems  calculated /(? /^m^- (!f  Lord-Dane  (as 
"Mr.  Hampden  obierves)  into  every  cne  of  cur  Families, 
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Having  made  the^e  Remark^  on  Exdfes  in  genera), 
and  the  Sche?ne  now  in  Agitation,  with  Regard  to  the 
Trade,  Liberties  and  Conftitution  o^  Great  Britain,  I 
proceeded  to  the  Leiter-writer'' i  ObjeBions  againjl 
Duties  on  Lnporfation,  under  the  feveral  Articles  of 
Drawbacks,  Premiums  on  prompt  Pa'^ment,  Charges  of 
CommiJJton,  Frauds,  Sfnugg/ing,  &c.  and  I  flatter  my  felf 
that  I  have  evinced  the  Fallacy,  or  Faliliood  of  all  his 
Arguments  and  Afiertions  on  thefe  Heads ;  for  I  think 
it  demonftrable  that  the  Converfion  of  the  Cujfofns  into 
Excifes  would  be  fo  far  from  remedying  any  of  thefe 
Eviis,  real  or  fuppofed,  that  it  muil  have  a  quite  con- 
trary Efifefl ;  and  the  Advantages  propofed  by  it  feein 
equally  groundlefs  and  chimerical.  The  People,  I  am 
fure,  can  receive  no  Eafe  from  fucb  a  Scheme,  how- 
ever the  ProjeSfors  may  flatter  Them  with  it,  unlefsL 
Poverty  and  Slavery  are  to  be.efleem'd  Bleffingsj  and  I 
leave  the  World  to  judge  whether  a  Decreaje  of  Trade 
(which  is  the  natural  and  almoft  r.eceflary  Confequence 
of  the  other)  is  likely  to  be  attended  with  an  Improve- 
ment of  the  Revenue.  But  fuppofmg  That  to  be  the 
Cafe,  I  hope  the  Angle  CoTiIideration  of  fome  Advan- 
tage to  the  Crovjn  will  never  be  put  in  Competition 
with  the  Liberties  and  Conllitution  of  a  whole  Nation. 

The  Practice  o^ Holland  hath  been  k>  much  trumpeted 
in  our  Ears,  on  this  Occalion,  both  within  Doors  and 
without,  that  I  thought  it  neceffary  to  fhew  the  mon- 
ftrous  Inconclufivenefs  andAbfurdity  of  fuch  Reaionings 
from  the  different  Circumfcances  of  the  two  Nations,  in 
aimoft  every  Particular.  I  have  likewife  obferved  that 
the  Excifes  of  Holland  differ  very,  materially  from 
Thofe  in  England,  and  that  their  Officers  have  not  the 
fame  Power  to  fearch  Houfes,  or  keep  the  People  under 
Subje£lion.  Indeed,  this  Argument,  drawn  from  the 
XJfe  of  Excifes  in  Holland,  is  fo  very  ridiculous,  as 
well  as  impolitick,  that  I  hope  ih.Q  Proje^ors  and  their 
Advocates  will  have^  the  Modefty  to  infill  upon  it  no 
longer ',    but  We   m^y  fee  from  hence  to  what  little 
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Shifts  Men  are  driven,  when  They  engage  in  Proje^s, 
fb  contrary  to  the  Inter  efts  and  Inclinations  of  a  whole 
People. 

Lnfth]^  I  have  confiderM  this  Siheme  in  View  to  a 
Land-Tax  ;  the  Reduftion,  or  Abolition  of  which  hath 
been  thrown  out  as  a  Bait  to  catch  weak  and  unthink- 
ing Minds  ;  but  I  hope  They  are  now  fufficiently  arm'd 
againft  fuch  a  Snare  by  the  Reafonings  of  Mr.  Lode 
and  Mr.  Hampden,  ^vho^e  excellent  Judgment  and  good 
Senfe  have  been  as  little  difputed,  as  their  Zeal  and 
AiFedlion  for  thofe  Principles  of  Liberty,  on  which  the 
prefent  Government  is  fo  happily  eftablifh'd. 

I  have,  at  the  fame  Time,  taken  particular  Care  to 
prevent  any  Mifreprefentation  of  my  Meaning,  as  if  I 
"was  pleading  for  the  Continuance  of  a  Land-Tax ; 
which  is  fo  far  from  being  m.y  Defign,  that  I  have  all 
along  acknowledged  the  great  Hardlhip  of  it,  and  con- 
tended as  much  as  any  Man  for  a  Reduction  of  our  Ex- 
pellees^ which  is  the  only  eifedlual  Way  of  eafing  the 
the  Britljh  Land-holders.  It  is,  indeed,  for  this  Reafbn 
that  I  have  exerted  my  Endeavours  fo  ftrenuoufly  to 
prevent  the  Eftablifhment  of  a  general  Excife^  which 
would  end  in  a  perpetual  Land-Tax  on  their  Ellates, 
under  another  Name,  infinitely  more  grievous  and 
burthenfome  than  was  ever  yet  felt  in  this  Kingdom. 

I  have  likevvdie  added  a  feafonable  Caution,  that  as 
a  general  Excife  will  certainly  be  permanent,  when 
once  obtained,  fo  the  Exemption  of  Land  will  be  only 
.temporary  and  precarious;  perhaps,  for  a  Year  or  two 
only;  or  as  long  as  the  Affairs  of  Europe  may  continue 
in  their  prefent  State  of  Tranquility ;  but  it  is  ridiculous 
to  fuppofe  that  the  ProjeSiors  will  not  have  Recourfe  to 
a  Land-Tax,  upon  the  iirft  extraordinary  Occafion  for 
Money  ;  and  thus  the  Freeholders  of  Greaf  Britain 
may  live  to  fee  Themfelves  fa  idled  with  both  thefe 
Burthens  at  the  Tame  Time. 

The  Reader  hath  now  the  Sum  of  my  Argument  in 
©ne  View,    from  wliich  He  will  be  the  better  able  to 
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judge  of  the  feveral  Points,  on  which  it  is  founded, 
and  to  which  the  Advocates  for  Excifes  ought  to  give 
a  dire£l  Anfwer,  if  They  are  refolved  to  proceed  in  the 
Juilification  of  their  Scheme. 

But  I  hope  They  will  chuie  to  defift,  and  give  us 
©we  Inftance  of  their  real  Concern  for  the  Principles  of 
Liberi^f.mA  thelntereft  oVtheir  Country,  by  refufing  to 
facrifice  them,  in  fo  eiTential  a  Point,  for  any  lucrative 
Coil  ft  derations. 

1  fhall  therefore  conclude  the  ^vhole  with  obferving, 
-that  i^ this  Scheme  hath  fuch  a  manifeit  Tendency  to  a 
general  Excife,  or  to  bring  the  People  o^  E72gla?id  undiQit 
the  Lazus  and  Officers  of  Excife ^  in  Oppolition  to  Magna 
Charta  itfelf  and  the  fundamental  Laws  of  our  Conjii- 
tutim  J  if  it  is  of  iuch  pernicious  Confequence  to  the 
'^Trade,  ManufaSlures  and  Navigation  of  this  Kingdom, 
and  cannot  poffibly  anfwer  one  good,  or  falutary  End 
propofed  by  it ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  will  put  a  finifh- 
ing  Hand  to  all  our  Misfortunes,  and  deprive  us  of  our 
moll  diftinguifiiing  Privileges  above  other  Nations;  if 
This,  I  fay,  fhould  appear  to  be  the  Cafe,  We  have 
Reafon  to  hope  that  our  Reprefentatives  in  Parliament 
will  reject  the  very  Propofal  oi fmh  a  Scheme  with  the 
ntmoft  Indignation ;  and  if  the  Proje£lors  Ihould  con- 
tinue to  profecute  it,  in -Defiance  of  Reafon  and  againfl: 
the  general  Senfe  of  the  whole  People,  1  m.uft  leave  the 
World  to  judge  whether  it  will  not  be  an  undeniable 
Proof  that  They  are  more  follicitous  after  Power,  than 
the  Welfare  of  their  Country,  or  the  Honour  and  Hap- 
pinefs  of  his  Majefty's  Government.  £>» 
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Sofne  Conftderations  o?t  the  Dangers  and  OppfeJJions  of  a 
Standing   Army. 

*^^^^^  SHALL  now  proceed,  in  Purfuanceof 
^^^0^  a  late  Promife,  to  the  Confideration  of 
f^ll  I  i'^^  ^  STANDING  Army,  ar.d  will  exa- 
^lU^ssi^^  mine  it  with  the  fame  Freedom  and 
^^^  Plainnefs  that  I  have  treated  the. Scheme 
ofExcifes;  to  which  it  bears  fo  near  an 
Analogy,  that  the  Tranfition  is  too  natural  from  one  to 
the  other.^ 

This  Subjeft  hath,  indeed,  been  fo  often  and  fo  fully 
difculTed,  on  feveral  Occaiions  iince  the  Revolution,  both 
within  Doors  and  without,  that  the  Examination  of  it, 
at  prefent,  may  be  thought  both  uhneceffary  and  fruit- 
lefs;  but  it  is  a  Point  of  fuch  Importance  to  the  Li- 
berties of  the  whole  Nation,  and  the  very  Confcitution 
of  our  Goverament,  that  it  ought  to  be  perpetually 
rung  in  the  Ears  of  the  People y  and  never  given  up, 
whilft  there  remains  the  leail:  Hope,  or  Profpedl,  of 
.Deliverance.  Whatever  therefore  may  be  theSuccefs  of 
my  Endeavours,  I  am  refolved  to  exert  them,  as  far  as 
I  am  able,  ?.gainft  the  Eftablifhment  of  a  Power ,  which 
I  apprehend  co  be  -of  the  moil  grievous  Nature,  as  well 
as  the  moil  dangerous  and  terrible  Confequence  in  a 
free  Country. 

1  fliall  confine  myfelf,    in  this  Difquiiition,  to  the 
following  Points. 

I .  I  will  explain  the  Dangers  of  a  flanding  Army, 
in  general,  to  the  Conftitution  ^l^  free  Government. 

2.  X 
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2.  I  will  conlider  whether  there  is  any  Neeeffity,  at 
prefent,  of  keeping  up  the  farae  Nu?nber  of  Forces  in 
this  Kingdom. 

3 .  I  will  enquire  and  point  out  where  the  Strength 
cf  the  Nation  really  lies. 

I  am  induced  to  follow  this  Method,  not  only  for  the 
Sake  of  Brevity  and  Cleamefs,  but  becaufe  I  find  it 
chalk'd  out  to  me  by  the  Author  of  the  Free-Briton,  in 
his  Papers  upon  this  Subjed,  lafi:  March  ;  in  which  He 
hath  done  little  more  than  reported  the  Sentiments  of 
his  Patron,  as  will  be  obvious  to  any  Body,  who  gives 
Himfelf  the  Trouble  of  comparing  his  Papers  with  the 
Speech  of  that  honourable  Gentleman,  or\  the  fame  Oc- 
calion,  which  is  iince  made  publick.  This,  indeed,  is 
his  ufual  Manner  of  writing  on  all  Subjefls,  which  fall 
under  the  Deliberation  of  Parliament ;  and  for  this  Par- 
pofe  Yi^  fatigues  Himfelf  (as  He  is  pleafed  to  expreis 
it)  with  Attendances  in  either  Houfe.  I  muft  therefore 
dellre  the  Gentlemen  on  the  other  Side  to  excufe  me  for 
taking  the  fame  Liberty  with  their  Arguments,  which 
arelikewife  printed,  and  fometimes  prefuming^to  niake 
Ufe  of  their  Expreilions,  when  I  cannot  change  them, 
without  lofmg  fome  Part  of  their  Force  and  Spirit.  — 
But  to  proceed. 

I  propofe  then,,  in  the  firji  Place,  to  explain  the 
Dangers  of  a  fanding  Army,  in  general,  to  the  Confti- 
tution  of  a  free  Government. 

And  here  I  mull:  begin  with  obferving  that  thcy^^- 
Vccates  for  fanding  Armies  endeavour  to  make  a  Di- 
llindVion,  where  there  is  really  no  Difference.  They 
tell  us,  with  a  great  deal  of  Pomp  and  Confidence,  thsTt 
They  have  no  Thoughts  of  a  ftanding  Army,  and  con- 
tend only  for  a  Land-Force,  fuifi-cient  to  p^  event  any 
fudden  Attempt,  to  be  raifed.  and  continued  by  Confent 
of  Parliafnent. 

Nothmg  furely  can  be  move  ridiculous  than  to  hear 
Men  infifc  on  fuch  a  DXcrimination,  when  t'.e  Fal'acy 
©f  it  hsth.  beea  ib  often  expofed  by  Argument,  and  io 
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fijlty  confirmed  by  a  long  Courfe  of  Experience.  Will 
any  Man  pretend  v.  to  fay  that  a  numerous  Body  of 
regular  Forces,  kept  up  without  Intermiflion  for  above 
fort  7  Years  pail,  though  with  the  Confent  oiParlia- 
menty  is  not  to  all  Intents  and  Purpofes  a  Jianding 
Jlrmy?  Does  rvotjuch  a  Parliamentary  Force  give  the 
Crown,  which  hath  the  fole  Command  of  it,  the  fame 
Power  as  any  Jianding  Army  whatfoever  ?  And  there- 
fore can  it  be  faid,  with  any  Regard  to  Truth  or 
Modefty,  that  our  Confntution  is  in  no  Danger  from 
it?  Are  not  both  equally  oppreffive  to  the  People,  at 
whofe  Expence  they  are  maintained  j  and  may  not  one 
•be  made  Ufe  of  to  take  away  their  Liberties,  as  well 
as  the  other  ?  In  former  Reigns,  indeed,  fome  of 

our  Princes  raifed  and  maintain'd  Armies,  by  Virtue  of 
their  own  Authority,  under  the  Pretence  of  Preroga- 
tive. This  was  condemned  as  illegal,  foon  after  the  Rt" 
volution  J  and  the  Reafon  of  diftinguiihing  betv/een  a 
national y  or  Parliamentary  Army^  and  a  royal  Army,  in 
the  Bill  of  Rights,  was  founded  on  a  Preiumption  that 
a  /?-ee  Parliament,  which  was  like  wife  provided  for  ia 
the:  fame  Bill,  would  never  confent  to  a.  Jlandinz  Army^ 
in  Times  of  Peace,  when  there  could  be  no  Occafion 
for  them,  beiides  oppreffing  and  enflaving  the  People. 
But  if  an  ambitious  Prinee,  or  a  wicked  Minifter,  (hould 
ever  find  Adeans  to  corrupt  the  Parliament  into  their 
Meafures,  it  would  no  Doubt  be  a  great  Confolation  to ' 
the  People  of  England  that  their  Chains  have  been 
forged  by  their  own  Reprefentatives,  and  rivetted  on 
Them  by  the  Authority  of  Law. 

I  am  ready  to  allow  that  there  is  a  material  Dif- 
ference betvveen  the  late  King  Jameses  Army,  kept  up 
tuiibout  Confent  of  Parliament,  and  That  at  pr^fent 
fubfifiing;  but  fuppofmg  King  James^  Army  had  xe- 
ceived  tiie  Sanftion  oi  Parliament,  vv^ould  it  have  been 
the  lefs  grievous  and  terrible  to  the  People  ;  or  might  it 
not,  in  that  Cafe,  have  proved  a  more  effeftual  Inftru- 
xnent  for  compleating  their  Deftruftion  ? 

We 
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We  are  told,  indeed,  that  a  Parliamentary  Army 
never  yet  did  any  Harm  to  this  Nation  ;  an  Aflertion, 
which  contains  fuch  a  glaring  and  palpable  Falihood, 
that  it  hardly  deferves  any  Confutation.  What,  I  pray, 
was  CromzvePs  Army  ?  Was  it  ■  not  a  Parliamentary 
jdrfnfy  in  the  ftrifteft  Senfej  being  raifed,  commif- 
fion'd  and  (upported  by  the  Parliament  only,  without 
any  Dependence  on  the.  Crozvn  F  Yet  did  not  even 
that  Army  turn  againft  their  Matters,  upon  the  iirft 
Difgull,  and  erefl  a  Tyranny  to  Themfelves,  upon  the 
Ruins  of  the  Conilitution  \ 

To  This  it  hath  been  anfwer'd,  that  Cromwel  was 
obliged  to  purge,  garble  and  model  his  Army,  before 
He  could,  put  his  Defigns  in  Execution  ;  which  is  very 
true,  indeed,  but  nothing  to  the  Purpofe ;  for  the 
Crown  being  inveiled  with  the  fole  Command  of  our 
Armies,  -  as  I  obferved  before,  the  Prince  and  his  Mi- 
nifters  have  it  in  their  Power  to  do  the  fame,  when- 
ever They  think  fit ;  and  though  it  cannot,  perhaps 
be  eifefted  without  Notice  and  Cbfervation ;  yet  who 
w411  be  able  to  prevent  it ;  efpecially  if  a  corrupt  Par- 
liament fhould,  at  any  time,  concur  with  the  Court  in 
fuch  a  Defign  \ 

Another  Argument,  in  Favour  of  thefe  Parliamen- 
tary ArmieSy  as  they  are  fomewhat  improperly  call'd, 
is,  that  the'^  are  continued  only  from  Tear  to  Year.  This 
hath  been  the  conftant  Cant  ever  fince  the  Revolution, 
and  is  now  grown  fo  ftale  a  Prettxt,  that  it  would  be 
an  Affront  to  common  Senfe  to  give  it  a  ferious  Anfwer, 
or  fuppofe  any  Man  fo  weak  as  to  be  deluded  by  it  any 
longer ;  for  where  is  the  Difference  between  a  perpetual, 
ejlablipd  Army,  and  the  fume  Number  of  Forces  con- 
.tinned  from  Year  to  Year,  as  little  m.ore  than  Matter  of 
Form  ?  For  my  Part,  I  can  fee  none  ;  unlefs  it  confiils 
in  the  Aggravation  of  being  amufed  v/ith  ^repeaced 
Hopes. and  Promifes  of  feeing  them,  disbanded. 
'But  We  are  farther  told  that  We  need  not  have  any 
Apprehenfions  from  the  p-efent  Army,  becaule  there  are 
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fome  Ge7itkmen  in  it  of  the  befi  Eftates  end  families  a- 
mongji  tis  ;  ivho  never  can  be  fuppofed  capable  ofjoi?ting 
in  any  Meafures  for  enjiaving  a  Coimtry,  where  They 
have  fo  great  an  Intereft,  and  zvhere  their  Ancefiors 
have  fo  often  fgnalized  Themfehes  in  the  Caufe  of 
Liberty.. 

As  plaufible  as  this  Argument  may  feem,  I  am 
afraid  it  is  not  altogether  -conclufive;  for  though  Men 
vf  Birth  and  EJiate  have  certainly  mora  Reafon  to 
guard  againd  any  Invafions  on  the  Conftitution  of  their 
Country  than  ?neer  Soldiers  of  Fortune ;  yet  We  often 
fee  that  the  Third  of  Power  and  Command  is  apt  to 
prevail,  in  ambitious  Minds,  over  the  native  Love  of 
Liberty,  and  all  Regard  for  the  Welfare  of  Pofterity. 
If  therefore  any  Prince  fhould  be  able  to  make  it  their 
immediate  Intereft  to  concur  with  Him  in  his  Defigns, 
an  Army,  commanded  hj  fuch  Men^  would  certainly 
-be  of  the  moft  formidable  Nature.  I  am  ready  to  allow  . 
that  Officers,  who  are  obliged  to  follow  the  Camp  for 
a  Lively hoodj  lye  under  greater  Temptations  to  obey 
any  Orders  4  but  then  it  ought  to  be  confider'd  that, 
in  fuch  a  Cafe,  all  the  Nobility  and  Gentry  in  the 
Kingdom  would  unite  againil  Them,  and  give  us  a 
fair  Chance  of  defeating  their  Defigns;  w^hereas  if  a 
gi eat  Number  <di  thofe  Gentle7nen  fhould  be  induced,  by 
any  Confiderations,  to  acl:  in  Concert  with  the  'Prince^ 
.and  put  Themxfelves  at  the  Head  of  \\i^  Ar?7iy^  all  their 
Relations,  Dependents  and  Followers  would  naturally 
throw  Themfelves  into  the  fame  Scale,  and  thereby 
weigh  down  th.t  popular  hiterefi.  This  was,  in  a  great 
Meafure,  the  Cafe  of  d^Jarh  Army  and  o^'Cro^nzvcPs 
Army.  This  is,  at  prefent,  the  Cafe  of  the  Armies  in- 
France,  Spain,  German'^,  and  other  defpotick  Coun- 
tries;  where  ihQ  Nobility  participfite  with  tlie  Prince 
'in  the  Dominion  over  their  miferable'Fellow-Subjefts ; 
and  for-  that  Reafon  all  Attempts  to  deliver  Themfelves  ' 
from  the  Tyranny  -of  z,  ftandijtg  Army  are  vain  and 
impraflicable. 

Vol.  X.  Q  '  But 
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"   But  This  (God  be  praifed  I)  is  not  yet  our  Cafe,  and 
1  hope  never  will.    Nobody  can  have  a  better  Opinion 
of  the  prefcnt  Officers  of  our  Army  than  myfelf  j  many 
of  vi^hom  I  know  to  be  Men  of  ftricft  Honour  and  In- 
tegrity, as  well  as  fignal  Bravery  and  Condu(5l.    When 
I  have   faid  This,    (and   I   ipeak    it   without   Irony, 
Flattery,  or  double  Meaning )  I  hope  They  will  excufe 
m.c  for  adding,    that  as  We  cannot  long  depend  on 
their  Service,    or  on  having  their  Pofls  fupply'd  with 
Gentlemen  of  the  fame  Charaflers,  fo  the  Continuance 
of  z.  fianding  Arni'^  is  of  very  dangerous  Confequence; 
for   (to  ufe  the  Words  of  a  Gent  km  an  of  the  Houfe  of 
Co??imonsy    upon    this  Occafion)   their  Lives  are   un- 
certain',   nor  can  We  be  fure   hozu  long  They  may  be 
continued  in  Coinmand.     They  may  be  all  dijmifs'd  in  a 
Moment,    and  f  roper  Tools  of  Pozuer  fut  in  their  Room, 
<■'■■     Befides,    as  the  fame  Gentleman  obferves,  the  Af- 
feciions  of  the    Soldiers    towards  their   Country,    the 
Honour  and  Integrit"^  of  the  Under-OiEcers  are  not  to 
be  depended  on.     By  the  military  Law,  the  Adminif  ra- 
tion offujlice  is  fo  quick,  and  the  P unijh?nents  fo  fcrere, 
that  neither  Ofncer,    nor  Soldier  dares  offer  to  difpute 
the  Orders  of  his  fupreme  Commander.    He  muji  not 
confult  his  ov\?n  Inclinations.    If  an  Officer  were  com- 
manded to  pull  his  own  Father  out  of  this  Houfe,  he 
mufl  do  it.     He  dares  not  difobcy.     Immediate  Death 
iJUQuld  be  the  fure  Confequence  of  the  leaf  Grumbling. 

But  all  the  Jacobites  in  the  Kingdom,  it  feems,  ex- 
claim loudly  againil  a  [landing  Army.- — And  what  then? 
Are  We  obliged  to  approve  every  Thing,  that  the 
yacobitcs  condemn  ?  I  believe,  They  dread  a  Tannine, 
a  Peflilence,  or  a  general  Excife  ',  and  ought  We  to 
pray  for  any  of  of  thofe  Curfes,  in  meer  Spight  to  the 

Jacobites  P  —- ^  Surely,    there    are  Ways   enough .  of 

expreffing  our  Affedion   for  his   prefent  Majefly,    as  a 
certain  Gentleman    once  obferved,    \vithout  imitating  . 
the  humorous    Lieutenant   and   falling   in  Love  with 
\)i^  Guards. 
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The  Advocates  for  a  Jfa?iding  Army  go  higher  flill, 
and  draw  the  perfonal  Virtues  of  the  King  into  their 
j^rgument.  — "  The  Quellion  now  before  us,  fays  an 
**  honourable  Gentleman,  does  not  any  Way  relate  to 
*'  the  Prefer vation,  or  Lofs  of  our  Liberties.  We  are 
*♦  not  to  fuppofe.  We  cannot  fuppo'e  that  his  Majejiy 
*•  is  to  employ  the  Forces  We  are  to  keep  on  Foot  in 
*<  any  illegal  JVa^ ;  or  <hat  He  is  to  makeUfe  of  Them j 
"  or  Rny  other  Mea^is^  to  incroach  upon  t\\e  Liberties 
**  of  our  Comitr'^).  We  have  had  fufficient  Experience 
*'  of  his  Majeii:y*sWi(dom  and  Goodnefs  not  to  enter- 
«•  tain  the  leaft  Sufpicion  of  any  fuch  Defign. 

This  is  not  only  a  fallacious,  but  a  moil  difmgenuous 
Method  of  Reafoning;  and  however  it  may  prevail 
within  Doors,  will  have  no  Sort  of  Weight  upon  us 
zoithout ;  for  though  We  are  always  ready  to  acknow- 
^  ledge  liis  Majefty's  Wifdom  and  Goodnefs,  yet  We  can- 
not think  them  a  fuihcient  Security  againft  the  Dangers 
of  a  Jlanding  Army.  This  was  the  general  Senfe  oF 
the  Parliament,  as  well  as  the  Nation,  after  the  Peace 
ofRy'zvicki  vv^hen  King  William  was  obliged  to  dif- 
band  the  greatefc  Fart  of  his  Army,  though  nobody 
ever  difputed  his  Wijlom,  and  all  the  Friends,  of 
Liberty  applauded  his  Goodnefs.  Nay,  it  is  very  re- 
markable that  the  Continuance  of  the  Army,  at  that 
Time,  was  oppoled  the  moil  ftrenuouily  by  Tho'e, 
who  were  known  to  be  cordially  in  the  Interell  of  the 
Revolution,  and  could  not  be  fufpefted  otzxijjacobite 
Principles,  or  Intentions.  Amongil  others,  I  cannot 
forbear  mentioning  the  late  Mr.  Trenchard,  v/ho  w.^ote 
fo  boldly,  fo  juftly,  and  even  prophetically  again  ft  a 
flanding  Army,  that  I  Wifh  every  Englifh7nan  would 
review  his  Argum.ents,  at  this  Jun6lure,  as  they  ^rc 
publifh*d  in  the  fecond  Volume  ol  State  Traffs. 

I  mention  This,    for  the  Honour  of  Mr.  Trenchard  '^ 

becaufe  I  ^xA  fome  Gentlemen  are  v/Jlling  to  im.pute  the 

Mifcarriages  of  the  Partition  Treaty  and  all  the  fubfe- 

quent  Miofortunes  of  that  Reign  to  the  Redu^ion  of  the 
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Jrr-^y,  after  the  Peace  of  Ryfwkk ;  whereas  nothlig 
can  be  more  fahe  and  ridiculous,  a§  I  have  fiiCwM  al- 
ready in  another  Vbxt. 

I  mention  it  likevvife  to  expofe  the  poor  Artifice  of 
pleading  the  perfonal  Virtues  of  "any  Prince  as  an  Argu- 
ment Tor  keeping  up  a  fiarid-mg  Army ;  for  the  moj-e 
Virtues  He  poireiTe?,  the  more  beloved  He  ^'ill  certain- 
ly be,  and  confequently  have  lefs  Occafion  to  fupport 
HimfeJf  by  Fi?rr^.  The  befi  Man  in  the  World  ought 
not  to  be  trimed  with  the  Liberties  of  a  People,  "w'ho 
cannot  properly  be  faid  to  be  free^  when  They  have 
put  it  in  the  Prince's  Power  to  make  Himfelf  abfoliite  ?.t 
Pleafure;  for  it  is  an  excellent  Obfervation  of  the  Tate 
Mr.  Fletcher  oi  Saltozun,  that  a  Go'ver7WiC7it  is  not  only 
a  Tyranny,  when  tyrannically  exercifed ;  but  alfi 
when  there  is  no  fiiffi-cient  Caution  in  the  Conftitulion 
that  it  may  not  be  exercifed  tyrannically. 

Beiides,  We  know  by  fatal  Experience  that  whatever 
Power  is  granted  to  the  befi  Prince,  will  be  always  . 
claimed  as  a  Right  by  the  worjl ;  and  that  a  Parlia- 
ment cannot  refafe  it,  v^/ithout  coming  almoil  to  a 
Rapture,  and  giving  Him  to  underRand  that  They 
dare  not  trufi  Him. 

Let  us  now  turn  our  Thouglits  a  little  to  the  Charge 
and  Opprejjion  of  keeping  up  luch  a  N.-.nber  of  Forces 
in  Times  of  Peace.  The  Sum  granted  by  Parliament 
for  tbii  Purpofe,  lad  Year,  w^as  653,216 /.  v/hich  was 
tliouglit  fufiicicnr,  not  many  Years  ago,  to  defray 
more  than  half  the  Expences  of  the  Government :  and 
the  Nation  is  now  fo  grievoully  bur then'd  with  Debts 
and  Taxes,  Vv^hich  affedl  our  Trade  and  Manufaffures 
in  the  moil  fenffole  Manner,  that,  inllead  of  projeding 
new  ExcifeSy  We  ought  to  think  of  eafmg  the  People 
from  fome  of  Tliofe  already  impofed,  by  a  Redudlioii 
of  our  Expences. 

But  it  is  likewife  to  be  confider'd  that  the  Sum 
granted  by  Parliament  is  not  the  only  Charge  of  main- 
tainiiig  thefe  Forces  -^    for  be£des  this  653,216/.  v/hich 
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the  Government  receives,  a  very,  large  additional  Tax 
is  laid  upon  Thofe,  who  are  oblig(^d  to  provide  Them 
with  garters.  There  is  not  a  Soldier  quartered  upon 
an  Innkeeper,  ///  T^own  or  Country,  ( as  a  very  worthy 
Gsntleman  obferved )  but  what  cojls  that  Innkeeper  near 
as  much  as  He  cofls  the  Goz'rrnme?2i';  befides  being  fub- 
jeft  to  the  capricious  Humours  and  infolent  Behaviour, 
to  the  Wafe,  Incroachments  and  Extortions  of  fuch 
Inviates.  Nobody  can  travel  the  Country  without 
hearing  Complaints  of  this  Kind,  or  being  convinced 
of  the  Juftnefs  of  them  with  his  own  Eyes ;  and 
thus  We  fee  thefe  poor  People  are  already  under  the 
woril  Complication  of  Dillempers  in   tlie  World ;    an 

Excife  and  2.ftandi7ig  Army. God  grant  that  they 

may  not  foon  aifect  us  all  alike  I 

This  hidden  Way  of  raljing  Money  upon  the  People, 
(as  xht  fame  Gentleman  ]\\My  calls  it)  by  Way  of  Bil- 
leting, is  not  only  a.  partial  a.nd  unequal  Tax,  which  falls 
intirely  on  one  particular  Body  of  Men,  already  diRrefs'd 
enough  on  other  Accounts,  but  is  likewiie  attended 
with  a  farther  bad  Effeft  i  as  it  gives  Thofe^,  who  have 
the  Direflion  of  our  Army,  an  Opportunity  of  opprei- 
fm^  fome  Parts  of  the  Nation,  and  exempting  ethers^ 
juft  as  They  happen  to  pleafe,  or  dirpleafe  Thetn  in 
the  Choice  of  their  Paprefentatives.  Thus  may  the 
Freedotn  cf  EleSlions  be  violated  in  the  m.oll  efieftuai 
Manner,  and  a  Parliament  pack'd  at  the  Difcretion  of 
the  Court. 

It  is  meer  Trifling  to  tell  us,  that  no  mch  Things 
have  been  done  in  this  Reign,  or  under  this  Admini- 
f  ration.  Perhaps  not.  We  do  not  charge  Them  with 
it.  But  it  is  notorious  that  fuch  Things  have  been 
done,  and  may  be  done  again,  udienever  a  Minlfer 
Ihal]  think  fit  to  gratify  his  Spleen,  or  find  it  neceilliiy 
for  hfs  Safety  and  Support. 

The  chief  Reafon  why  a  Britif  Parliament  would 
never  hear  o'i  Barracks,  was  becaufc  it  feem'd  to  have 
a  Tendency  to  the  Eflablifliment  of  ^^ftanding  Armu 
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and  n^,ight  look  as  if  They  admitted  it  to  be  a  Part  of 
oil.-  Conftitution.  But  if  the /^z/?^^  Number  of  forces  are 
to  be  perpetuated  on  us  and  our  Pofterity,  Ij  a  regular 
Coii'inuatiofi.  from  Year  to  Tear,  I  am  not  able  to 
difcern  any  great  Difference  in  the  Cafe.  They  are 
noiv  a  difin^  Bodj  ofMenfro?n  the  refl  of  the  People  i 
train'd  up  in  different  Pri?iciplei  and  Cujioms  ',  fubjefl 
to  different  Laws  \  and  obliged,  under  the  Tevereit 
Penalties,  to  pay  an  implicit  Obedience  to  the  Orders 
of  their  co?njnandi7ig  Officers.  Nay,  their  commanding 
Offcers  themfelves  are  under  the  lame  unhappy  Cir- 
cumftancts;  and  muil  pay  the  fame  blind  Obedience  to 
iheir  Superiors. 

Nor  are  even  Thefe  all  the  Evils,  which  attend  a 
Jianding  Army.  We  might  inlifl  on  the  frequent  par- 
rels. Murders  and  Robberies  committed  by  Them  ;  as 
well  as  the  Lofs  of  fo  many  ujefiil  Hands  to  the  Tublich^ 
snd 'confequently  the  great  Detriment  to  Trade,  Huf- 
bajidry  and  Manvf azures.  To  thefe  We  might  likewifs 
?.dd  the  bad  JExamples  o^  Leudnefs,  Debauchery  and 
Jdlencfs^  which -Tkey  fpread  through  all  Parts  of  the 
Kingdom;  h^iidQs--'othcr  Inconve'niences  of  an  inferior 
Nature,  v/hich  are  the  neceflary  and  unavoidable  ,Con- 
lequences -of  keeping  up  fuch  a  Body  of  Men,  in  Times 
of  Peace,'  notwithHanding  the  mofi:  exa<51  Difcipline  and 
the  feverea  Panilhments.^ — r— But  I  have  faid  enough 
already  to  fhew  the  Mifchief,  Danger  and  Oppreifion 
rri ftandi?^g  Armies;  and  fliall  conchi':le,  at  pre'enr, 
v/ith  oblerving  that  as  they  have  been  the  Deftruftion 
of  all  free  Gover?nents,  antient  and  modern,  fo  I  hope 
efieftual  and  timely  Care  will  be  taken  to  preferve  oitr 
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Jn  Enquiry  into  the  Neceffify  of  keeping  up  the  prefent 
Number  of  ftanding  Forces  in  this  Kingdom. 

A  V  I  N  G  given  my  Reafons  why  a 
'fiandifig  Army,  even  with  the  Confent 
of  Farliament^  is  dangerous  to  the  Coi> 
liitution  ol^-free  Government,  I  am  next 
to  enquire  whether  the  Continuance  of 
the.  fame  Number  of  Forces  is  necelTary 
to  the  common  Safety,  at  this  Jundure. 

The  Advocates  for  military  Power  endeavour  to  footh 
us  into  an  Opinion  that  the  Liberties  of  fo  powerful  a 
Kingdom  as  Great  'Britain  can  never  be  over-run  by  an 
Army  of  eighteen  thoufand  Men.  This  They  are  pleafed 
to  call  a  Handful  of  Men  ;  tho^  it  is  a  more  numerous 
Body  than  w^as  ever  kept  up  here,  in  Times  of  Peace, 
tiil  of  very  late  Years;  unlefs  thefe  Gentlemen  iliould 
think  fit  to  inilsnce  the  Reign  of  Y^m%'James  the  2d, 
who^claim'd  a  difpenfing  Power ^  at  the  fame  Tim.e,  and 
made  an  open  Attack  upon  all  our  Lav/s  and  Liberties. 
Nay,  it  is  a  much  larger  Number  than  was  thought  fuf- 
ficient  for  our  Security  at  home,  even  during  the  two 
laft  Wars,  whilft  a  Pretender  to  the  Crown  was  publick- 
ly  entertained  at  tlie  Court  of  Prance,  and  Louis  the 
14th  lay  under  the  ilrongell  Temptations,  both  of  Prin- 
ciple and  Latereft,  to  diHurb  us  at  home,  in  order  to  di- 
vert us  from  pufliing  the  War  v/ith  Vigour  abroad. 

Befides,  thfe  Gentlemen  ofien  forget  Themielves,  and 
contradift  one  another  in  the  C'ouj'fe  of  this  Debate  ; 
for  though,  in  forne  Places,  They  endeavour  to  ridicule 
our  Appielienfions  of-Danger  from  fo  fmall  an  Ar?ny  1 
yet,  in  others,  They  plead  for  the  prefent  Number  of 
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Forces f  becaufe  if  We  keep  up  any  Arm-^  at  all,  it  ought 
to  be  fufficient  to  defeat  any  Attempts,  either  hy  foreign 
Invajion,  or  domeftick  InfurreBion ;  That  is,  fufficient 
to  awe  and  fubdue  the  People  of  England,  as  well  as  any 

foreign  Power,  that  may  invade  us;  for  as  Mr.  * 
^renchardvtxy  ]\x^y  obferves,  that  Army  which  can  do 
no  Hurt,  can  do  no  Good. ■■ —  It  is  impofftble  to  ccn- 

Jider  of  a  ftanding  Force,  which  fhalt  be  fufficient  to 
eppofe  a  foreign   Power,  without  confidering  it,  at   the 

fame  Time,  fufficient  to  fupprefs  the  Subjeft  at  home  j  for 
They  muft <^^^/Thofe,  who,  youfuppofe,  can  beatJJs ;  and  1 
muft  canfefs  I  am  unwilling  to  depend  on  their  good  Will ^ 
There  are  many  Inftances  of  Nations,  which  have 
been  fubdued  by  a  much  fmaller  Number  of  mercenary 
Troops  than  Thofe  at  prefent  in  Difpute  ;  and,  perhaps, 
I  might  add  that  no  People  in  the  World  are  more  liable 
to  thefe  Dangers  than  We  in  England,  where  there  are 
fb  k\N  ftrong  Places,  and  Thofe  in  the  ^/;?^V  Hands,  as 
well  as  the  Militia  and  the  civil  Magiftracy  ;  b-eiides 
the  vafl:   Influence,  which    the  DifpoHtion  of  Employ- 

~ments,  Offices  and  Honours,  ecclefialtical,  civil  and 
military,  gives  Kim  over  many  of  the  Nobility,  Gen- 
try and  others,  in  every  Country.  What  therefore  could 
a  rude,  unarm'd,  undifciplin'd  Multitude  do  againll 
fuch  a  firm,  united,  and  well-compafted  Force,  even 
Suppoiing  there  were  v^q /landing  Army  to  oppofeThem  ? 
But  when  it  is  backed  Vv'ith  a  Body  Oi  eighteen  thoufand 
regular  Troops,  nothing  but  a  Miracle  could  m.ake  any 

popular  InfurreBion  fuccefsful,  whatever  Provocations 
there  might  be  for  it  j  efpecially,  if  We  confider  the  ' 
farther  Rellraint  of  the  "Riot-AEi,  which  is  fuihcient  of 
itfelf  to  crulh  any  fuch  Attempt  in  its  Infancy  ;  and 
thus  the  People,  in  a  Bad  Reign,  would  be  oblig'd  io 
fubmit  to  any  Burthens,  which  their  Governors  might  « 
think  fit  to  lay  upon  Them.  ■ 

*  See  his  Anfwer   to  the   Ballancing    Letter.     State 
Tra^s  ^i^T//?^  William,  vol.  2.  /.  593. 
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I  mention  This,  only  to  Ihew  the  Dangers  of  fiuh  a 
Tozver,  in  general,  without  deligning  to  infinuaie  that 
We  have  any  Reafon  to  fear  the  bad  Efiefts  of  it,  at 
p^-efent  ;  but  it  certainly  behoves  a  wife  People  to  take 
Ibme  Care  for  Poilerity  j  and  as  We  have  often  been  re- 
diiced  to  the  unhappy  Neceflity  of  afferting  our  Liber- 
ties, Sword  in  Hand,  We  ought  not  to  diveft  Our- 
felves,  or  our  Children,  of  the  fame  Means,  if  They 
fnould  ever  become  neccffary,  in  Times  to  come  ;  for 
no  People  can  be  juftly  QdXVdifree,  as  I  obferv'd  before, 
when  They  have  no  dernier  Refort  from  Oppreffion, 
and  it  is  in  the  Power  of  the  Prince  to  make  Himfelf 
abfolute,  whenever  Fie  pleafes. 

But  We  can  entertain  no  Apprehenlions  of  this  Nature 
from  his  frefint  Majejiy,  who  defires  to  reign  in  the 
Hearts  of  his  Subjedls,  and  hath  been  gracioufly  pleas'd 
to  proniife  us  from  the  Throne,  that  He  would  reduce  his 
Forces  as  foon  as  it  could  be  done  without  Prejudice  to  the 
common  Caufe,  and  confijient  with  the  Interefi  of  his 
Kingdom. 

.  We  were  in  Hopes,  indeed,  that  the  late  Treaty  of 
Vienna  would  have  put  fuch  a  defireable  Opportunity  in 
his  Hands ;  and  therefore  a  ReduBion  of  the  Army  was 
propofed  and  vigoroufly  fupported  by  a  great  Number  of 
Gendemen,  in  the  kit  Seflion  of  Parliament ;  but  a  cer- 
tain  honourable  Perfon  infilling  very  llrongly  on  the 
NecelTiiy  of  keeping  them  up,  for  one  Year  longer,  in 
order  to  fee  whether  the  feveral  Powers  of  Europe 
would  acquiefce  in  the  Di'poHtions  made  by  our  late 
'treaties,  the  Majority  thought  fit  to  concur  v/ith  Him ; 
and  fmce  none  of  thole  Powers  have  endeavour^  to 
embroil  the  prefent  State  of  Affairs,  We  have  the  utmoft 
Reafon  to  expe6l,  nay  to  depend  on-  a  Reduftion  this 
Year,  when  the  Expediency  of  fome  Eafe  to  our  Trade 
and  Manufactures  is  fo  generally  acknowledged  on  all 
Sides,  however  We  may  differ  about  the  Means. 

I  am  unwilling  to  fpecify  any  particular  Number  of 
Meni  to  whi(;h  our  Army  ought  to  be  reduced  in   the 
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prefent  Jun£lure  ;  becaufe  I  think  no  military  fi a?! ding 
Force  at  all  ought  to  be  made  a  Part  of  our  Conjiitution, 
nor  even  kept  up  from  Year  to  Year,  more  than  is  fufH- 
cient  to  man  our  Garrifons  at  home  and  abroad  ;  but 
whatever  Reduction  oar  Superiors  may  be  pleafed  to 
make,  I  hope  it  will  confill:  in  the  breaking  of  intire 
Corps,  or  JRegifnents  ;  as  That  is  the  only  Redudlion, 
which  can  give  us  any  Relief  from  the  Danger,  or  any 
confiderable  Eafe  from  the  Expence  of  a  Ji  an  ding  Army  ; 
for  it  ought  to  be  particularly  obferved  that  above  half 
our  Expence,  on  this  Account,  is  occafion'd  by  the  great 
Number  of  CommiJJion  and  Non-Co mmijjt on  Officers-^ 
who  compofe  our  prefent  Army  ',  and  in  This  too  con- 
iifts  our  chief  Danger ;  for  as  the  R.edu<51:ion  of  2.  few 
private  Men  in  each  Company  would  produce  no  con- 
iiderable  Saving  to  the  Publick,  fo  neither  would  It  ea.^e 
us  from  any  reafonabie  Fears  on  that  Account.  Whilil 
ih^fame  Corps  are  prefer ved,  which  are  properly  the 
Stamina  of  an  Army,  it  will  be  a  veryeafy  Matter,  at 
any  Time,  to  iill  them  up,  by  only  beating  a  Drum 
about  Town  ]  and  therefore  I  fhould  look  upon  the 
prefent  Army  to  be  almoft  as  dangerous  to  our  Confti- 
tution,  though  the  Companies  of  each  Regiment  were 
reduced  to  twenty  Men  each.  It  is  likewife  proper  to 
obferve,  in  this  JPlace,  that  though  our  Army  does  not 
amount  to  quite  1 8000  Men,  yet,  conlidering  the  lorn 
Efiablijh?nent  of  the  Regiments,  They  m.aybe  veryealily 
increafed  to  a  very  formidable  Number,  without  any 
confiderable  Charge  to  the  Crown. 

But  fmce  our  Reprefentatives  thought  fit,  lafl  Year,  to 
contend  only  for  a  Redudlio^  of  the  Army  to  twelve 
thoufand  Men,  as  a  minus  Malum,  let  us  admit  that 
Number  to  be  neceflary,  at  prefent,  and  fee  what  hath 
been  objeded  to  fuch  a  Redutlion. 

Mr.  Walfngham  tells  us,  that  four  thoufand  Men  are 
abfolutely  neceffaryfor  the  Security  ^Scotland,  and  that 
two  thoufand  jnore,  commonly  calPd  Invalids,  are  made 
Vfeofto  garrifon  thefortifed  fozviis  of^ii'^h.xid, ,  fo  th^it 

if 
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if  the  Ntwibcrjkould  be  reduced  to  twelve  thoufand  Men, 
there  would  he  no  more  than  fix  thoufand,  who  could  be 
made  Vje  of,  on  any  fudden  Occafion,  to  repel  Attempts 

from  abroad,  or  to  quell  Infurre^ions  at  home.  He  adds, 
that  Part  ofthefe  fix  thoufand  Men,  and  a  very  great 
Tart  toOy  muft  be  encamp'' d  about  London,  for  the  Pre- 
fetvation  of  common  ^iet  in  the  Cavit  Ah  of  the  King- 
dom. —  As  the  latter  Part  of  this  Argument  is  "taken  al- 
moft  verbatim  from  the  Mouth  of  his  honourable  Patron^ 
I  fhall  pay  more  Regard  to  it  than  it  would  otherwife 
defei've. 

I  will  admit,  for  Argument  Sake,  that  four  thoufand 
Men  are  neceffaryfor  the  Security  (T/^Scotland; 
That  is,  not  fo  much  to  prevent  any  Invafion  from 
abroad,  as  ^o  keep  Them  in  a  proper  Subjeftion  to  Eng- 
land i  for  They -are  certainly  a  People  of  a  very  ftub- 
born  Spirit,  and  do  not  pay  ^kitixTaxes  with  the  fame 
Alacrity  with  their  Neighbours  a  littl?  moitfouthzuard. 
As  an  E?iglijb?nan  therefore  I  can  have  no  Objedtion 
againil  bridling  o^ Scotland;  though  I  might,  perhaps, 
be  of  a  different  Opinion,  if  I  had  been  born  on  tlie 

'  other  Side  of  the  Izveed.  But  I  mufi:  beg  Leave  to 
wifh,  on  the  feme  Principle,  as  an  Englijhman,  that 
We  had  fome  Security  that  the  Forces,  which  may  be 
neceffary  for  that  Employment  in  Scotland,  fhall  never 
be  made  Ufe  of  for  the  fame  Parpofe  Here  ;  and  I  think 
it  would  not  be  unreafonable  to  make  it  equally  penal, 

_  by  Law,  for  thofe  Forces  to  pafs  the  ^weed,  as  it  v/as 
for  the  Roman  Army,  employ 'd  abroad,  to  pafs  the 
Rubicon. 

1  will  likewife  admit  two  thoufand  Invalids  to  be  ne- 

,  ceiTary  for  garrifoning  our  fortify 'd  Towns,  without  any 
farther  Enquiry,  and  proceed  to  the  Queltion  whether 
fix  thoufand  Men  are  not  fufficient  for  all  other  jufl  and 
reafonable  Purpofes  of  the  State,  in  Times  of  Peace. 

We  are  told  by  the  Free-Briton  and  his  Patron.,  (for  it 
is  impoffible  to  difunite  Them)  that  a  very  great  Part 
of  this  Number  is  necejfary  tg  guard  the  Capital. 

I  am 


§4         ^^  Craftsman.    N°  339. 

I  am  ready  to  allow  that,  in  Times  of  Danger,  whea 
We  have  Realbn  to  apprehend  an  Invalion  from  abroad, 
or  a  Rebellion  at  home,  it  is  neceffaiy  to  prevent  any 
Infurreftions  in  the  Capital  of  the  Kingdom  ;  but  1  can- 
not poffibly  conceive  what  Occalion  there  can  be  for  a 
Body  oi  four,  or  five  thoufand  regular  Forces  to  fecure 
the  Quiet  of  London,  in  Times  of  Peace  and  Tranqui- 
lity, like  the  prefent.  The  civil  Magiftrate,  with  the 
■Aififlance  of  the  Militia,  under  proper  Regulations, 
would  certainly  be  fuliicient  to  quell  any  little  Tumults^ 
which  may  happen  to  arife  there.  — -—  But  of  This  I 
Ihall  fpeak  more  fully  in  another  Paper, 

The  Kings  of  England  have  been  fo  long  attended 
with  a  Body-Guard  of  regular  Forces,  that  it  would 
be  thought  Want  of  Refpeft  to  deny  his  prefent  ?\la- 
^t^iy  the  fame  ??iilita?'y  Equipage,  which,  his  Predecef- 
fors  have  enjoy'd  fince  the  Rejloration  ;  but  furely  a. 
much  lefs  Number  than  Thofe,  now  quartered  about 
'London  and  calfd  Guards,  would  be  fuficient  for  tliis 
Purpofe  ;  and  nobody,  I  believe,  will  infill  on  the 
Neceffity  of  Them  for  preferving  the  Peace  2iiOpera':S 
and  Playhoufes. 

I  mention  This,  without  any  Intention  of  pointing 
■out  the  prefent  Regiments  of  Guards  as  the  moft  pro- 
per Corps  to  be  broken,  or  reduced  ,  but  only  to  fliew 
that  fome  of  Them  may  be  fafely  drawn  out,  upon 
Occalion,  to  ferve  other  Purpofes,  befides  guarding  the 
Perfon  of  his  MajeJIy,  and  fecuring  the  Quiet  of  the 
Capital. 

Let  us  now  take  a  View  of  the  more  general  Argu- 
ments againft  a  ReduSfion. 

Firft,  it  is  faid  by  a  ?nofi  ingenious  and  fiorid  Orator, 
that  We  nez'er  did  yet  reduce  our  Army,  •  but  that  Re  ■■ 
du^ion  was  the  Occafion  of  fome  Plot,  or  'Machination 
Mgainfi  us.  To  fupport  this  Cbjedion,  He  inftances  the 
late  Rebellion  in  Scotland,  the  Spanifh  Invafion,  and 
the  Biihop  of  Rochefter\  Confpiracy,  'm.  the  lail  Reign, 
.as  the  Caiifeg_uences  of  reducing  cur  J^'mj,  -at  feveral 

Times. 
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Times.  To  Thefe  He  might  add  the  South-Sea  Scheme^ 
the  Powj-P  oft -Letter  Plot,  and  BellonPs  Confpiracy, 
\vhich  are  all  as  much  to  the  Purpoie.  The  only  An- 
fwer  I  fliall  make  to  this  Objeftion  is,  that  it  will  hold 
equally  Itrong  againft  a  Reduction-,  at  any  Time,  and 
is  plainly  calculated  with  a  JDelign  to  prepare  us  for  a 
perpetual  ft  an  ding  Ar?ny. 

Or  the  fame  Nature  is  the  Argument  of  ^^f.w/Z-'e'r  ver^ 
honourable  Geritleman^  concerning  the  Danger  of  having 
the  Pretender  stol'n  in  upon  us.  This  naturally  puts 
us  in  Mind  of  Mr.  BaysV  Ar7n'j  in  the  Rehearfal,  zfhich 
lay  Incog  at  Knight s-bridge.  But,  to  be  as  ferious  as 
poffibie  on  fuch  an  Occaiion,  will  not  this  Argument 
always  hold,  as  long  as  there  is  a  Pretender  to  the 
Crown  ;  and  iince  the  Perfon^  '>vho  now  claims  it, 
hath  feveral  Children  already  born,  when  can  We  hope 
to  be  relieved  from  the  Burthen  of  a  fiarJing  Army^  ac- 
cording to  this  iMethod  of  Rea  Toning  ? 

The  fa?ne  Gentle?naK  is  pleafed  to  oblerve,  that  ths 
Inter  eft  and  Credit,  which  every  State  in  Europe  hath^ 
vr  can  expe8,  in  the  pub  lick  Negotiatio?is  thereof  depends 
entirely  upon  the  Number  of  regular  Troops  They  can  coin- 
rnand  upon  ansj  E?nerge?icy. 

Now  to  This  I  reply,  that  if  our  P^eputation  abroad 
depends  intirely  upon  the  Number  of  our  flanding 
Army  at-home,  as  He  allerts.  We  ought  to  keep  up  three 
or  four  Times  the  Number  ;  but  1  mufi:  beg  Leave  to 
apprehend  that  our  Influence  abroad  depends  on  quite 
different  Points,  as  I  fhall  hereafter  endeavour  to  demon- 
Urate. 

This  leads  me  to  another  Argument,  in  Behalf  of- 
ftanding  Armies^  which  hath  been  advanced  by  Ibme  of 
his  Advocates  ;  I  meanj  thai  We  ought  to  keep  up  at  lea/} 
fifty,  er  flxty  thoufand  Men,  if  our  Country  vj as  not  an 
-Island;  and,  perhaps,  I  might  have  nothing  to  urge 
againft  it,  if  That  was  really  our  Cafe ;  but  iince  God 
hath  been  pleafed  to  encompafs  us  with  a  natural  De- 
fence of  Seas  and  K<f(ks,  I  cannot  poffibiy  conceive 

Vol    X.  H  what 
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what  Purpofe  fu'ch  a  Sappofition  can  ferve  in  the  preicnt 
Argument. 

As  to  the  DifaffeSiion  of  the  People,  which  hath  like- 
wile  been  urged,  on  this  Occafioii,  I  think  it  fufficienC 
to  anfwer  that  nothing  lerves  the  Caufe  of  J acubitlfjn 
io  much  as  keeping  up  a  fiumerous  ftanding  Jrmy,  in 
Times  of  Peace.  To  This  I  ^vill  add  an  old  Obier- 
vation,  and  a  very  juil  one,  though  it  may  leem  a 
little  paradoxical  ;  viz.  that  the  ??ioJ}  likely  Way  to  bring 
171  the  Pretender,  is  hurthening  the  People  with  a  large 
Handing  x'\rmy  to  keep  Him  out. 

It  hath  been  farther  urged,  by  the  fajne  Gentlemen, 
that   a  Reduction  of  whole  P^egiments  would    be   at- 
tended vvidi  great  Hardlliips  on  many  of  thofe  bra-ve 
Ofjicers,    who    have   ferved    their    Country   faithfully 
in  the   late  Wars,   and  are  difabled,  by    their  Profel-  ■ 
fion,  from  getting    a    Livelyhood    in  any    other  Way. 
I  heartily   willi  there  was    Jio    Weight    in    this  Ob- 
jeftion  ;  which  I    really   think   to     be    an    Objedion 
again  ft  a  flanding  Arm'j  in  general,  as  it  breeds   up  :b 
many  Gentlemen  to  that  Way  of  Life,  and  will  ahvays 
be  a  powerful  Motive  againft  any  Padt/^ion.  But  as  no- 
body  can  have  a   more  alfeclionate  Concern  for  thofe 
Gentlemen  than  myl'elf,  ib  I  believe  I  m.ay  venture  to 
promife  for  the  Nation,  in  general,  that  if- They  were 
ilire  of  being  relieved  from  the  Burthen  and  Dangers  of 
a  fanding  Army,  in  Times  to  come,  1  hey  would  not, 
grumble  at  any  Frovijion,  which  the  Parliament  might 
think  fit  to  make  for  the  reduced  Officers.  - 

It  is  natural  to  make  one  Refleftion  on  the  Tenor  of 
all  thefe  Argumcn:s  ,  by  which  the  honourable  Grntk- 
7nan  and  his  Adzocates  icem  reiblved  to  fuliil  the  Pre- 
diction of  a  f  acobite  Writer,  at  the  Beginning  of  his 
1-ate  Majefly's  Reign,  w'ho  endeavoured  to  terrify  the 
Freeholders  oi Great  Britain  with  Apprehenfions  that, 
if  the  W^igs  prevailed.  They  mui\  expeft  to  he  go- 
vern'd  by  2.  fan  ding  Air  my. 

There 
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There  are  two  Arguments  more  agalnft  any  Re^ 
dii^ion  at  prefent,  which  I  Ihall  only  juft  mention, 
with  a  fhort  Rem:^.rk  npon  each. 

0:ie  was  ftarted  by  a  very  witty  Ge?itkman,  who  hath, 
lately  diitingaiPn'd  Himielf  by  hi.-  Speeches  at  home. 
This  wprth"^  Orator  was  plealed  to  obierve  that  the 
many  [candakus  and  Jeditloiu  Libels,  xvhich  had  been 
lately  fpread  about  the  Kingdom,  were  a  iufficient 
Proof  that  the  Spirit  o{  J acobitifm  was  not  yet  extin- 
guiih'd,  and  therefore  Vv^e  ought  not  to  reduce,  any  of 
our  Forces.  But  to  This  it  v/as  reply.'d,  in  a  proper 
Place,  thir,  even  fuppoiing  the  Fa6t:  to  be  true,  \  and 
it  would  be  meer  Farce  to  diipute  it  \N'x\\Juch  a  Gen- 
.tieman]  2.  ftanding  Army  ^"^  Scribblers  feem'd  to 
be  a  more  natural  E.xpedient  than  a  Jlanding  Army  of 
Soldiers  ;.,  and,  God  knows,  the  prefent  Adminiiba- 
tion,  or  any  Adminiitration,  will  never  Vv'ant  fuch  a 
Support ! 

The  other  Argument,  hinted  at  above,  Vv^as  advanced 
by  a  Gentier/ian,  equally  remarkable  for  his  'Negotiations 
■abroad;  who  pleaded  againil:  the  Redudion  of  the 
Army,  becaufe  ■  the  Cofnmon-Council  of  London  thought 
fit  .to  reje^  a  Propofal  for  fetting  .up  King  William'' s 
Statue  in  Cheap-fide,  where  They  had  lately  got  a  Coti* 
duit  puU'd  down,  with  fome  Difficulty,  which  had 
proved  a  great  Nuifance  to  Tkem.  From  hence  one 
would  naturally  conclude  that  eighteen  thoufand  Men 
ought  to  be  maintained  for  fetting  up  St/itues^  in  Defy- 
ance  of  the  Citizens ;  and  it  may,  perhaps,  feem  fur- 
prizing  to  fome  People  that  They  have  not  yet  been  em- 
ploy'd  in  that  Service. 

I  am  forry  that  I  cannot  treat  fuch  Argaments  as 
Thefe,  for  the  Continuance  of  a  large  fianding  Army^ 
without  Ridicule ;  which  I  know  is  very  diiagreeable  to 
the  Gentlemen  on  the  other  Side.  But  it  is,  indeed,  ira- 
poilible  to  avoid  it  ;  and  I  fi^iould  be  really  afhamed  to 
mention  them  at  all,  if  they  did  not  proceed  .from 
Pe?-for:>j  to  whom  We  are  obliged  to  pay  more  than 

H  2  ordinary 
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ordinaty  Dercrcnce.  They  muft  therefore  give  me 
Leave  to  apply  the  Words  of  a  hte  mmi/Ierial  Writer^. 
in  Favour  of  Exafis,  to  the  prefent  Purpofe'.  —  Ti>h 
the  Free- Briton  hath  raved  at  in  Print ,  and  his  Patrons 
have  not  h]uft:i'dto  -do  it  z«  Places,  where  fuch  Fallacies 
i'jcre  not  altogether  fo  heco7nihgly  introduced. 

For  my  Part,  I  think  They  had  much  better  fpeak 
out  at  once,  «nd  confels,  without  any  Hefuation,  that 
the  prefent  'Mitmber  of  military  Forces  is  neceilary  to  fup- 
port  a  certain  Scheme  in  Agitation,  which  They  find  to 
be  -'^ery  difaereeable  to  the  general  Inclinations  of  the 
People, 

I  ihall  therefore  conclude  my  prefent  Argument  with 
obferving^  that  a  perpetual  ftanding  Army  of  eighteen 
tl'ciifand  Men  \vas  even  lately  thought  fo  unjuftiiiablc  a 
Subjefl,  that  the  minijlerial  Writers  ufed  to  contend  for 
it  only,  during  the  unjeitled  State  of  Affairs,  and  pro- 
inifed  us  that  We  fhould  be  relieved  from  forae  Part  of 
it,  £S  foon  as  they  were  adjufted  ;  but  the  Arguments, 
made  Ufe  of  la  ft  Year,  give  us  the  moH  dreadful  Ap- 
prehenfions,  as  they  are  founded  on  the  Neceificy  of 
keeping  up  the  fame  Number  of  Forces  at  all  Times. 
Hovs^ever,  lince  the  honourable  Gentkfnan  in  the  Ad- 
minifiration  w-as  pleafed  to  infifl:  upon  it,  for  one  Tear 
only,  till  We  faw  whether  the  Powers  of  Europe  would 
acquiefce  in  our  late  Treaties,  and  nothing  to  jthe  con- 
trary having  appeared.  We  hope  that  He  will  have  the 
Goodnefs  to  defire  it  no  longer  ;  for  if  thtfame  Number 
cf  Forces  fhould  be  nov/  continued,  We  can  have  no 
Keafon  to  expedl  a  Pvedu6lion  at  any  Time  j  and  thus_ 
a  ftanding  Army  of  72ear  eighteen  thoufajid  Men  will, 
indeed,  become  a  Part  of  our  Coniiitution  ;  or  rather 
our  antiefit,  civil  Conftitution  w^ill  be  in  Danger  of  be- 
ing converted,  by  Degrees,  into  a  military  Governme?it. 

The  honourable  Gentle?nan  was  of  the  lame   Opinion 

Himielf,  and   reafon'd  molt  vigoroufly   for  it,  in  the 

Year   171 8.     I   could  wifli    that  his  Speech,  at  that 

.Time,  were  extant,  as  wxU  as  That  in  the  Year  1732, 

that 
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that  We  might  Jiave   the  Pleafure  of  comparing  them 
together,  and   from   thence  form  a  Judgment  whether 
the   Country  'Gentleman,    or  the  Minister, 
fpoke  moft   like  an  honeft  EngUJhman   and  a  Man   of 
Smfe. 

Bat  whatever  his  former,  or  his  prefent  Opinion  may 
be  upon  this  Head,  We  rely  on  his  Majcftj's  moil: 
gracious  Promife,  and  theWifdom  of  our  Reprefenta- 
tives  iox  fuch  Relief,  as  They  fhall  think  moil  proper 
and  expedient,  in  our  prefent  Circumftances.  £). 
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Some  Obfewations  on  ths  natural  Strength  and  Security 
of  this  Kingdom. 

Believe  every  one  of  my  Readers  hath 
.run  before  me,  in  this  Part  of  the  Argu- 
ment, and  concluded  that  I  mean,  by 
our  natural  Strength,  the  royal  Navy  of 
England  and  the  knovv  n  Bravery  of  our 
People,  who  might  be  eafily  form'd  into 
a  regular  Militia,  faiiicient  to  aniwer  all  the  Parpofes 
of  a  Jlanding  A-rmy. 

On  thefe  tzvo  Bukuarks  our  Anceftors  have  rely'd 
with  Safety  for  many  Generations,  and  the  moft  glorious 
of  our  former  Kings  have  defired  no  other  Guard,  in, 
Times  of  Peace  abroad,  though  They  had  pov/erful 
Com.petitcrs  and  Parries  againfi  Them  within  the  Bow- 
els of  tlie  Kingdom  ;  for  even  during  the  long  and 
bloody  Con  tells  between  the  Houfes  of  2Vi  and  L^;;- 
cafier,  it  is  very  remarkable  that  whichever  Party  hap- 
pen'd  -to  prevail.  They  disbanded  their  Army,  as  foon 
as  the  Aftion  was  over,  and  icorn'd  to  fecure  Them- 
H  3  felve5j 
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fclves,  by  fubjeiling  the  Kingdom  to  a  military  Got'ern- 
ment. 

The^e  Points  have  been  fully  explain'd  already  by  fe- 
veral  Writers  of  the  firft  Note  ;  but  the  conftant  Reite- 
lation  of  the  fame  Arguments  for  the  Continuance  of  a 
Jiandiiig  Army.,  from  Time  to  Time,  make  it  neceffary 
to  repeat  the  fame  Antidotes  againft  them,  by  incul- 
cating into  the  Tv^Iinds  of  the  People  where  their  real 
Strength  and  Security  coniiit. 

I  ^vill  begin  with  our  fnaritime  Force  ;  by  which  I 
mean  our  com?/iercial  Navigation,  with  all  the  vaft  Ad- 
Vantages  arifing  from  it,  as  well  as  o\xr  Shipi  of  War. 

I  fuppoi'e  it  will  not  be  deny'd  that  We  are  at  prefent 
poffefs'd  of  the  fincft  Navy,  both  for  Number  and 
Strength,  in  ,the  whole  World;  perhaps,  I  might  add 
a  much  iiner  one  than  Englafid  itfelf  could  ever  boail: 
of  before,  in  any  Age;  unlefs  it  hath  been  fuirer'd  to 
decline  very  lately;  which  I  hope  We  have  no  Reafon 
to  fuppofe,  or  believe. 

It  will  iikewife  be  allowed  that  no  Country  excells 
us  in  the  Skill,  Bravery  and  Hardincfs  of  omi:  Sea'men, 
This  is  amply  confelsM  by  the  Conduct  of  all  Nations, 
even  the  worft  of  our  Enemies,  who  have  left  no  Arts 
untry'd  to  delude  Them  into  their  Service;  and  I 
heartily  wifh  They  had  not  fucceeded  k>  well  in  their 
Attempts. 

Oar  principal  Intereft  therefore  confifts  in  maintain- 
ing a  Jirong  naval P^ower,  and  encouraging  an  extended 
Commerce.  Thefe  tzuo  Points  have  a  mutual  and  necel^ 
fary  Dependence  on  each  other;  for  as  Trade  cannot  be 
carry'd  to  any  great  Height,  in  the  prefent  Circum- 
Hances  of  Affairs,  without  a  fufficient  Power  to  proteft 
it  againft  all  our  Enemies  and  Competitors;  (o  neither  is 
it  polTible  for  us  to  keep  vep  fuch  a  Pozuer^  without  the 
Advantages  of  a  large  and  fourijhing  Trade. 

In  the  next  Place,  a  ftrift  Regulation  ought  to  be 
tjbferved  in  the  Management  of  our  Marine;  by  mak- 
ing a  juft  Difporitioii  of  naval  Preferments',  and  giving 

our 
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our  Sailors  all  poffible  Encouragement  to  continue  in 
our  Service,  hy  good  Uf age,  regular  Payment,  and  pro- 
hibiting their  OHicers  from  defrauding  Them  of  their 
le^a I  Rights. 

The  common  Method  of  mannmg  our  Fleets  by  Im- 
frejjlfig  is  another  Point,  which  deferves  particular 
Notice.  I  am  verily  perfuaded,  for  my  own  Part, 
that  this  violent  Way  of  proceeding  hath  thinn'd  our 
Fleets,  and  tempted  our  Mariners  to  enter  into  foreign 
Service,  more  than  any  Thing  elfej  unlefs  it  ht pinching 
their  Bellies,  zxi6.  cheating  them  of  their  jujl  Duesi  two 
Hardihips,  which  a  brave  Englijh  Sailor  can  never  for- 
give ;  and  which  ought,  indeed,  to  befeverely  puniih'd. 
I  don't  know  how  far  this  Praftice  of  I-mpreffino- 
may  be  authorized  by  Cnftofn  and  loiig  Ufage-,  but  it  is 
fo  far  from  being  warranted  by  any  Lazv,  as  far  as  I 
can  find,  that  it  leems  inconliRent  with  Magna  Chart  a 
itfelf,  and  the  common  Rights  of  all  Englifmnen  efla- 
blilh'd  by  it.  Sure  I  am,  that  it  carries  a  very  arbi- 
trary Air,  and  looks  more  like  a  Turhjh  than  an  Enf^" 
lijh  Cufiom,  to  fee  an  induftrious  poor  Man  feized  in 
^  the  Streets,  or  upon  the  Water,  by  a  Gang  of  Ruffian s, 
:  and  dragg'd  away,  like  a  Felon,  from  his  Bufmefs  and 
his  Family,  againil  his  Confent,  and  without  any  Con- 
vidion  of  Guilt,  by  a  I awfulTrial  of  his  Countrymen. 
It  is  likewife  of  very  pernicious  Confequence  to  Trade 
and  Merchandize,  as  well  as  prejudicial  to  the  Service 
of.  our  Navy..  But  This  is  fo  copious  a  Subjeft, 
that  I  mull  defer  the  farther  Examination  of  it  to  fome 
other  Opportunity,  and  Ihall  now  proceed  to  the  Point 
in  Hand. 

Whilft  we  are  able  to  keep  up  fuch  a  naval  Pozuer  in 
its  flill  Vigour,  by  employing  it  in  the  Proteftion,  En- 
couragement and  Extenfion  of  our  Commerce,  by  which 
'  only  it  can  be  fupported,  we  fhall  eafily  maintain  the 
Sovereignty  of  the  Seas;  and  whilft  We  continue  Alafters 
of  that  EUment,  we  may  fafely  defpife  any  Invafions, 
or  Attempts  from  abroad.     It  is  this  maritime  Force, 

coifimerciair 
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commercial  as  well  as  milhary,  and  not  the  Numhr  of 
our  regular  Troops  (is  the  honourable  Ge?it/eman  is  plea- 
led  to  afiert)  by  zuhich  every  State  ?neajures  our  Strength, 
and  on  which  our  Influence  and  Credit^  in  the  ^ublick 
Negotiations  ^Europe,  mujl  i'atirelydepefid. 

Bat  we  are  told  by  Mr.  TValJingham,  that  there  can 
he  no  ^abfolute  Dependence  on  a  naval  Force,  to  oppofe^  or 

defeat  an  Iwvafon  of  this  I/Iand.^ Did  any  Writer 

ever  alTert,  that  We  can  abfolutely  depend  on  a  naval 
Force i  or   will  any  Body   pretend  to  fay  that  there  is 
any  abfolute  Dependence  on  ^Jlanding  Jrmy ;  or  on  both 
an  Jrmy  and  a  Fleet;  or,  indeed,  on  any  human  Secu- 
rity whatfoeverj  as  We  found,  to  our  Eenefit,  at  the. 
hte  glorious  Revolution?     Armies  may  revolt  of  their 
own  Accord;  or  be  corrupted;  or  hirprized ;  or  polled 
in  wrong  Places;  or   drawn  into  Ambufcades;  bcfides 
other  Accidents  and  Conttngences  of  the  like  Nature,, 
which  are  common  to  y^/v>^/>;,  as  well  as  i7(?^/j.     But 
whatWeaiTert  is,  t)}.2X  England ^  asanlfland',  may  de- 
pend  with  infinitely   more  Security  on  a  Fleet  than  a 
Jianding  Army.     This  is  undoubtedly  true;  and  This, 
is  fufiicient  for  our  prefent  Purpole. 

IVe  know,  fays  He,  that  the  fajne  Wind,  which  brings 
the  Invader  ^/w^  our  Coajls,  will  often  fmt  up  our  Fleets 
in  our  own  Flarbours. — —'To  ill.uilrate  This,  He  adds 

the  following  Inftai^ce,  by  Way  of  Queition.- Did 

7Wi  King  James  the  fecond's  Fleet  lye  Wind-bound  in  the 
Mouth  of  the  ■  Thames,  when  the  PrinccofOxdM^^tfaiVd 
by  in  his  Pajfage  to  Torbay,  zvhere  Hf  landed?  . 

This  is  the  old  ftale  Topick,  which  hath  been  con« 
ilantly  trumpt  up  to  fhew  the  Necefiity  o^difa/iding. 
Army,  in  Times  of  Peace,  from  the  right  ho?iourable 
Author  of  the  Bali.  AT^ciNG  Letter,  in  King  Wil- 
liam's Reign,  down  to  another  right  honourable  Gen-, 
tleman  and  his  Advocates,  at  prefent.  But  it  hath 
been  fo  often  anfwer'd,  in  the  itrongeft  and  cleareffc 
Manner,  that  I  fhall  contrail  my  Obfervations  upon  it 
into  as  ilioit  a  Compafs  as  pofTible. 

One 
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One  would  be  inclined  to  think,  from  this  Way  of 
Re-ifjning,  thnt  a  naval  Armament,  fufficient  to  con- 
quer England,  could  be  equipp'd  all  on  a  ilidden  and 
in  the  Dark,  without  giving  us,  or  any  of  our  Allies, 
the  leall  Alarm;  whereas  nobody  can  be  ignorant  that 
the  necelTa  y  Preparations  for  fuch  an  Eiiterprize  take 
up  a  great  deil  of  Time,  and  require  fuch  a  Number  of 
Ships,  borh  for  Tranfports  and  Convoys,  that  all  Eu- 
rope mud  be  faft  aflecp,  if  it  iliould  pafs  unobferved. 
It  is  well  known  that  the  Spaniflj  Armada  (at  that  Time 
the  Te  ror  of  the  whole  World)  confiiled  of  but  eigh- 
teen ^  thoufand  Men',  and  it  is  ftill  frefh  in  our  Memory 
that  King  William  brought  over  but  fourteen  thoufand, 
in  fix  or  feven  hundred  Shipo;  fo  that  nothing  but  the 
moil  egregious  Indolence,  oe  even  Sottifhnefs,  can  ever 
expofe  us  to  fuch  an  Attempt,  without  fome  Warning 
and  Time  for  Defence. 

This  feems  to  have  been  the  Cafe  of  the  late  King 
yames  ;  who,  very  happily  for  us,  paid  no  Regard  to 
all  the  repeated  Advices  from  France,  concerning  the 
Prince  o^Orangeh  Defign,  and  could  not  be  induced  to 
believe  it,  till  the  Prince  declared  his  Intentions  him- 
felf,  and  was  preparing  to  fet  fall  from  Holland. 

As  to  Ki?ig  James V  Fleet  lying  Wind-bound  in  the 
Mouth  of  the  Thames,  when  the  Prince  ^Orange  faiPd 
by,  it  hath  been  much  doubted  Vv^hether  our  Deliverer 
was  not,  at  leaft,  as  much  obliged  to  the  Aireftions  of 
the  Officers  and  Seamen,  who  compofed  that  Fleet,  as 
to  the  Winds,  for  his  PaiTage  to  Torbay,  without  any 
A^oleitation. 

But  however  that  Affair  might  ftand,  it  is  certain 
that  fuch  a  Difpofition  might  be  made  o^  our  Fleet, 
upon  any  Apprehenfions  of  Danger,  that  it  would  be 
exceedingly  difficult  for  any   confiderable  Squadron  to 

efcape  us. The  iS/^??/}^  Invafion  o^  Scotland,  in  the 

lad  Reign,  with  an  Army  oi  three  hundred  Men,  is  fo 
very  ridiculous  a  Proof  of  our  Infecurity,  and  the  Un- 
reaionablenefs  of  depending  on  a  naval  Power,  that  I 

am 
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am  afhamed  to  take  any  farther  Nod'^e  of  it.  I  fup- 
pofe,  it  was  mentioned  only  for  Want  of  better  Argu- 
ments. 

But  let  us  go  farther  frHI^-  and  allow  every  T'hing, 
which  the  Adrocates  for  flanding  Armies  can  poffibly 
deiire.  Let  us  fuppofe  that  fome  forelgti  Pozver,  m 
.the  Interefr  of  the  Pretender^  fhould  conjure  up  a  great 
fi aval  Armament,  all  on  a  Sudden,  without  any  Body 'S' 
Notice,  and  iind  Means  to  fieal  into  Engla'nd,.  by  the 
Affiilance  of  a  dark  Night,  or  a  favourable  Wind .  Yet 
I  fhould  be  glad  to  know  what  They  are  to  do,  when- 
They  get  here  ,•  for  though  They  might  land  upon  us, 
in  fuch  a  clandefline  Alanner,  I  prc'iime  it  would  not 
be  altogether  fo  eafy  for  Them  to  I'culk  back  again,  or 
a  very  diihcult  Matter  for  us  to  intercept  their  Sup- 
plies. 

The  Cafe  then  is  thus^  (as  I  chufe  to  exprefs  it  in- 
Mr  Trench ard\  Words)  that  tiventy  thoufand  Men,  of 
which  -uery  few  can  be  Horle,  are  landed  in  England, 
without  a?iy  human  Probability  of  being  fupplyd  from- 
abroad. 

This  Army,  hysYiCy  fiall  mver  march  twenty  Miles 
into  the  Country  ;  for  They  cannot  put  Themfelves  in  a 
marching  Pofture  in  lefs  than  a  Fortnight,  or  three 
Weeks,  and  by  that  Ti?ne  We  may  ha-De  100,000  Mi- 
litia drawn  dozvn  upon  Them',  whereof  \o,ooo  f^all  be. 
Korfe,  and  as  many  Dragoons  as  We  pleafe  ;  and  if 
this  Militia  does  nothing  elfe  but  drive  the  Country,  cut 
eff  their  Foragers  aiid  Stragglers,  poffefs  The?nfehes  of 
the  Denies,  and  intercept  Provifions,  their  Army  muji.. 
be  defrofd  in  a  fhortTirne. 

If  thisReaioning  is  juil,  in  any  Degree,  and  it  was- 
Bever  yet  anfwer'd,  w^hat  Danger  can  W'e  pollibly  ap-< 
prehend  from  fuch  an  Invalion,  when  our  M///Vi« :  is;- 
backed  with  a  Body  of  five  or  fix  thoufand  regular 
Troops,  belides  a  fufficient  Number  to  man  our  QarrU 
fqus^  and  fecure  Scotland  ? 

This 


N^  34^*    ^^Craftsmah.         95 

This  was  the  Opinion  of  the  late  Duke  o^Mardbo- 
rough  ;  who  declared,  as  I  have  been  told,  upon  a 
very  important  Occafion,  that  He  would  undertake  to 
deiiait  any  Body  of  Men,  which  could  poiTibly  be  lan- 
ded upon  ns  by  Surprize,  with  only  his  own  Regiment 
oi  Guards,  two  or  three  Regiments  oi  Dragoons,  and^ 
fuch  a  Train  o^  Artilllery,  as  He  could  eafily  draw  out 
againft  Them  ;  whereas  They  could  not  poffibly  bring 
any  with  Them  of  any  Confequence.  Befides,  it  ought 
to  beconfider'd  that  having  wo  for  tiff  d  Towns  to  fecure 
Themielres,  till  People  could  come  in  to  join  Them, 
it  would  be  impoffible  for  Them  to  ftand  long  againil 
fuch  a  Force. 

King  William,  indeed,  found  an  eafy  Paflage  thro' 
all  thelb  Obiiacles,.  by  a  v/cnderRil  Concurrence  of  In- 
cidents in  his  Favour.  Yet  even  all  Thefe  might  not 
have  been  fuiEcient,  if  the  V/ay  had  not  been  paved 
for  Him  by  that  well-grounded  DifaiFeclion,  which  had 
fpread  itfeif  fo  generally  am.ongil  all  Ranks  of  People, 
rot  only  in  Town  and  Country,  not  only  in  the  Camp, 
the  Fleet  and  the  Court,  but  amongil  his  Favourites, 
his  Relation?,  and  even  his  very  Children  themfelves. 

To  This  the  Succefs  of  xht  Revolutio?i  v/as  intirely 
Giving  ;  and  This  is  a  demonflradvc  Proof  that  the 
Affctlions  f  the  People  are  a  much  llronger  Security  to 
the  Prince  xhdii  Armies,  and  Fleets,  and  Mir.ifiers,  and 
Riches,  with  all  the  other  Props  and  Scaffoldings,  which 
are  commonly  made  Ufe  of  to  fupport  a  Throne. 

But  this  lurprizing  Series  of  lucky  Accidents  in  our 
Favour,  at  that  Time,  hath  been  always  mention'd  as 
little  defs  than  miraculous  ;  and  therefore  nothing  can 
be  more  unreafonable  than  to  keep  up  a  numerous  ftand- 
ing  Ar?ny,  in  order  to  defeat  a  Coincidence  of  Events, 
which  never  happen'd  before,  and  perhaps  may  never 
happen  again;,  for  as  We  ought  not  to  depend  upon 
J\llracles  for  our  Prefervation,  fo  I  hope  We  have  done 
KX)thing  to  expeft,  or  deferve  fuch  an  extraordinary  In- 

terpofitiott 


pS         fhe  C  R  A  F  T  s  M  A  K.     N^  340, 

terpofition  of  Providence  for  our  Deftruftion.  But  to 
return  ; 

Militias  are  the  natural,  the  flongell  and  mofl:  proper 
Defence  oi  free  Countries.  They  have  always  been  re- 
iy'd  upon  in  England  as  fuch,  till  the  Reign  of  King 
Charles  iht  fecond,  and  were  never  found  inlifficient; 
for  when  was  England  ev^er  over-run  by  any  foreign 
Power,  againil  their  own  Confent,  for  Vv^ant  ol  2.  ft  and- 
ing  Army  ? 

Sir  Robert  Cotton  being  confulted  upon  an  important 
Occa£on,  in  the  Beginning  of  King  Charles  the  firf^ 
Reign,  gave  this-  Advice  at  the  Council- Table.  *  There 
mvft  be^  to  with  ft  and  a  foreign  Invaiion,  a  Troprtion 
xf  Sea  and  Land-Forces ;  and  it  is  to  be  conftder^d  that 
no  March  by  Land  can  be  of  that  Speed-  te  make  Head 
againft  the  Landing  of  an  Enemy.  Then  it  follows,  that 
there  is  710  fuch  Prevention  as  to  be  Mailer  of  the  Sea. 

For  the  Land-Forces,  if  it  were  for  an  offenfive  War, 
ilje.  Men  of  leis  Lively  hood  were  beft  fpared  i  and  We 
ufed  formerly  to  make  fuch  War  Purgamenta  Reipublicas, 
if  We  made  no  farther  Fur  chafe  by  it.  But  for  the 
Safety  of  the  Qomxnovv^zAxki,  the  Wifdom  of  all  Times 
did  never  intruft-  the  publick  Caufe  to  a?ty  other  than  te 
fuch  a^  had  a  Portion  in  the  publick  Adventure',  and 
ThatWe  fazv  in  1588,  when  the  Care  of  the  ^jen  and 
ff  the  Council  did  make  the  Body  of  that  large  Army  (to 
eppofe  the  Spanifli  Armada)  no  other  than  of  the  Trained 
Bands  ;  which,  with  the  Auxili-aries  of  the  Realm,  a- 
mounted  to  no  lefs  than  tnenty-four  thoufand  Men. 
1^ either  zoere  any  ofThefe  drawn  forth  fro?n  their  Country 
and  proper  Habitations  before  the  End  ij/'May,  that  it 
might  be  no  long  Grievance  to  the  Publick',  fuch  Dii- 
contentments  being  to  us  a  more  fatal  Enemy  than  any 
■foreign  Forces. 

In  the  fame  Advice  to  the  King,  He  lets  Him  know 
how  the  People  refented  his  keeping  up  an  Army  in  the 

Winter^ 

*  See  RuihworthV  Colle^ions,  Vol  \.  p.  269. 
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Whiter,  though  We  were  then  in  War  both  with  France 
and  Spa i /I. The  Words  are  thefe; 

j^/id  the  dangerous  Diftajies  to  the  People  are  not  a 
little  improved  by  the  unexampled  Courfe,  as  They  con-' 
ceiz'e,  of  retaining  an  Inland  Army  in  V/inter  Seafbn, 
when  former  Times  of  general  Fear,  as  in  1^^^%,  pro- 
duced none  fuch ;  and  makes  Them,  in  their  diJiraSled 
Fears,  conjeHure  idly  that  it  zuas  raifed  tvholly  to  fubje6l 
their  Fortunes  to  the  Will  of  Yo^Nti  rather  than  ofL3.w, 
and  to  make  good  fome  farther  Breach  upon  their  Libo**- 
ties  and  Freedoms  at  home,  rather  than  to  defend  us 
from  any  Force  abroad. 

Having  cited  thefe  Paflages,  in  which  fuch  honoura- 
ble mention  is  made  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  I  hope  the" 
Reader  will  excufe  one  Quotation  more,  which  contains 
a  Story  of  the  fame  excellent  Princefs,  very  much  to 
our  prefent  Furpofe. 

When  the  Dtike  ^Alenfon  came  over  to  England,  and 

for  fome  Time  had  admired  the  Pdches  of  the  City,  the 

Conduct   of  her  Government,   and  the  Magnificence  of 

■her  Court,  He  ask'd  Her,  a?nidft  fo    much   Splendour^ 

•where  were  her  Guards  ?  which  ^eflion  foe  refohect  a 

few  Days  after,  zvhen  She  took  Him  in  her  Coach  tpro^ 

.  the  City,  and  pointing  to  the  People,  (who  received  Her 

in  Crouds,  with  repeated  Acclamations)  Thefe,  faid  She', 

my  Lord,  are  ?ny  Guards.     Thefe   have   their   Hands, 

.their  Hearts  and  their  Purfes  alzvays  ready  at  my  Coni' 

mand',  and  Thefe,  fays  the  Author,  were   Guards  in* 

'  deed ;  who  defended  Her  through  a   long  and  fuccefful 

Reign  of  forty-four  Years  agawft  all  the  Machinations  of 

Rome,  the  Povjer  o/' Spain,  a  difputed  Title,  and  the 

perpetual  Confpiracies  of  her   own  Popifh  Subjefts  ,•  a 

Security,  the  Roman  Emperors  could  not  hoafl  of,  zvitb 

all  their  Pretorian  Bands,  and  their  Eafteru   arid  We- 

ftern  Armies. 

"  Give  m^e  Leave  to  add,  that  thefe  Guards  are  atten- 
ded with  no  Jealoufies  of  the  People,  concerning  their 

Vot.  X.         .  I  Libmicsx 
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Liberties ;    nor  with  any  Complaints    of  burthenjome 
T^axes  and  hnpojiiions  to  fupport  them. 

But  to  This  it  hath  been  objeded,  by  the  honourable 
Gentleman  and  his  Advocates^  that  the  Circumftances  of 
Europe  are  intirely  alter  d  in  this  'Refpe£i  -,  that  for- 
werly  the  Armies  of  all  Nations  confifted  in  Militias  only  ;  , 
whereas,  at  prejent,  there  is  no  State  in  Europe,  which 
does  not  keep  t/p  a  Body  of  regukr  Forces ;  and  there- 
fore it  is  abf'jlutely  neceffary  for  Us  to  do  the  fame,  for 
ii%r  own  Security. 

I  hive  drawn  up  this  Obje<5lion  in  its  full  Forte, 
and  will  now  give  it  a  particular  Reply. 

In  the  firfi  'Place,  I  muil  confefs,  'and  I  do  it  very 
freely,  that  Militias  were  originally  the  onl-<j  fanding 
Force  in  all  Nations ;  but  how  came  thefe  popular 
Guards  to  be-  turn'd  into  mercenary  Arfnies  ?  I  am  a- 
fraid  We  fhali  find,  upon  Examination,  that  this  Alte- 
ration took  Place  much  about  the  fame  Time  that  ether 
Alterations  v/ere  made  in  the  Conilitncion  of  their  Go- 
vernment, and  ,when  moft  of  the  free  States  of  Europe 
■were  converted  into  abfolute  Monarchies.  Nay,  if  We 
enquire  a  litde  firther,  I  believe  it  will  appear  that, 
in  evciT  particular  State,  the  Lofs  o^ Liberty  and  the 
Eflabliihment  of  ftanding  Armies  ha\'e  conftantly  gone 
Hand  in  Hand;  or  that  one  hath  been  immediately  fuc- 
ceeded  by  the  other. 

1  mull  therefore  take  the  Liberty  to  observe,  that 
This' is  a  very  bad  Argument  for  perpetuating  z  ftanding 
Army  in  England,  and  carries  the  moll  infam.ous  R.e- 
fieclion  on  his  prefent  Majefty's  Reign. 
'  The  other  Part  of  the  Ohjeftion  (that  there  is  no 
State,  at  prefe?jt,  in  Europe,  z::hich  does  not  keep  up  a 
Body  of  regular  Forces.)  I  take  to  be  falfe  j  or  at  leall 
fo,  in  fom.e  Degree  ;  for  are  there  no  Ini-arces  of  any 
Countries,  now  in  Europe,  where  Militias  arc  intruded 

with    the  Safeguard-   of  the  Commimity  ?  ■ Even 

in  Llolland  itfelf    ( though  fituated  on   the  Continent, 
near  powerful   Neighbours}    are  not  the  Lnhnd  and 

^rac'i'iz 
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'Trading  Towns  defended  by  the  Burghers  themfelves ; 
and  is  not  This  the  Qik  01  t\\Q  Swifs  Cantons,  as  well 
as  of  feveral  free  States  in  Italy  and  Germatiy  F 

Bat  fappoling  there  w^re  no  fuch  Inilances  at  pre- 
fent,  and  that  ijiercenary  Armies  were  grown  fafliionable 
all  over  Europe  ;  why  mufl:  V/e  follow  the  Example  of 
other  Nations,  v/ithout  the  fame  Reafon  ;  fince  the  Sea 
is  our  Frontier,  and  will  eftedlually  preferve  us  from  any 
fudden  lafults  and  Incurfions  ?  In  Queen  Elizabeth\ 
Reign,  the  Spaniards  maintain'd  a  large  Jfanding  Jrmy 
in  Flanders,  which  is  as  near  us  as  France  ;  and  yet 
t\i2ii  zvife  Princefs  d.'iA  not  tlrink  it  neceflary  to  fecure" 
Herfelf,  or  to  curb  her  People,  with  the  fame  mercenary 
Forces,  though  Philip  was  her  implacable  Enemy,  and 
there  was  a  powerful  Party'in  the  Kingdom,  continually 
plotting  againft  her  Life.  Nay,  even  when  the  mighty 
Armada,  compofed  of  regular  Troops,  was  juil  ready 
to  burfl  upon  Her,  She  trufted  to  the  antient  Defence 
of  the  Kingdom,  and  advanced  againft  Them  at  tlie 
Head  of  her  Train  d  Bands. — — -  I  fiiould  therefore  l^e 
'glad  to  know  the  Reafons  v/hy  a  Militia  may  not  he 
made  as  capable  of  defending  their  Country  notv,  as  in 
her  Ti?ne. 

I  would  not  be  thought  to  mican  that  our  present  &7^ 
trained  Bands  are  fit  for  this  Service,  or  indeed  for  ■&Vif 
Service,  befides  furniQiing  the  Town  with  a  ridiculoa-3 
Diverfion,  and  cramming  their  Bellies,  at  the  Expence 
of  their  induflrious  Fello.v-Subjefts.  For  thi;  Reafon, 
They  have  been  long  laid  afide,  for  the  Eafe  of  th^ 
People,  in  all  the  Counties  o^ England,  except  Mlddk- 
Jex  ',  where  there  feems,  at  prefent,  to  be  the  leail  Oc- 
cafion  for  them  j  and  where  an  IntermifTion,  for  one 
Tear,  gave  the  Inhabitants  Rerfon  to  hope  for  a  con- 
tinued Relief,  as  long  as  it  fliali  be  judged  necefiary  to 
keep  up  fo  large  a  Number  oi  regular  Forces,  But  We 
may  fee,  even  from  thislnilance,  how  hard  it  is  to  deli- 
ver ourfsives  from  an  Army,  of  any  Kind,  when  onee 
I  ?       _      '  eikbliai'di 
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eltabliilfd  ;  fo  jiifl  is  that  witty  Sarcafm  of  the  late 
Mr.  Gay-i 

Soldiers  ^re  perfect  Devih  in  their  Way, 

When  o'rice  Thefre  raifid,  T^hefre  curfed  hard  to  lay. 

But  nothing  can  be   more  abfurd   and  contrary  to 
Reafon  than  to  fuppofe  that  the  I\Iilitia  cannot  be  made 

ufefiiL From  whence  is  our  prefent  Army  raifed 

and  recruited  but   from  the  Bod='^  of  the  People  P i 

Are  there  not  Multitudes  frill  left  behind,  made  of  the 
lame  rugged  Materials ;  capable  of  undergoing  the  fame 
Kardfhips  ;  and  fearlefs  to  partake  in  the  fame  Dangers  ? 
Is  the  requifite  Knowledge  and  Ait  of  a  common  Soldier 
fb  very  hard  to  be  attained  ;  or  does  the  calling  a  Man 
by  a  different  'Name,  and  clapping  a  red  Coat  upon  his 
Back  make  fuch  a  wonderfal  Change  in  his   Conilitu- 

tion? Pvlay  not  a  great  Part  ;of  the  prefent  Artny^ 

when  disbanded,  and  even  fome  of  the  Oficers,  be  in- 
-  corporated  into  the  Mi/itia  i  and    will  They  lofe  any 
Pari' of  their  Courage,   or  their  Skill  by  fbch  an  Altera- 
tion r But  it  is  ridiculous  to  propofe  any  Scheme, 

of  this  Kind,  whllfl  there  is  fo  manifeft  a  Diiinclina- 
tion  to  the  Thing  itielf ;  and  whilll  no  Pains  are  fpared 
to  make  the  Miiitia  contemptib.'e,  as  w^cll  as  ulele's. 
VV'henever  any  Man  inPozucr  ihall  think  fit  to  fet  about 
luch  a  'vVork  in  earneft,  and  upon  an  hoiuf  Plan,  He 
v/ill  not  want  Propofals  and  Aiiiilance  enough  to  eilccl 
it. — — — .  God  knows  m.any  Things,  of  a  more  difficult 
and  intricate  Nature,  have  been  accomplifh'd  with  in- 
credible Succefs ! 

Bat  if  it  fhould  be  Rill  infiiled  on,  that  the  Cii'cum- 
fiances  of  i:^/'^/'^  are  fo  much  alter'd,  as  to  put  us  on 
a  Level  w  iih  our  Neighbours  on  the  Continent ;  if  our 
Situation  on  an  If  and  is  become  of  fo  much  lefs  Secu- 
rity than  it  was  a  Century  ago  ;  if  our  Nazj  and  Mi- 
litia are  grown  of  little  or  no  U fe  ;  but  it  is  abfo'utely 
jiece£ary,  for   the  Safety  of  the  prefent^  royal  Family, 

to 
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to  perpetuate  a  numerous  ftanding  Army  in  this  King- 
dom ;  if  This,  I  fay,  fnoald  be  our  Cafe  i  what  is  to 
be  done  ?  Is  it  not  incumbent  upon  us,  as  a  free  Pto- 
pie,  to  think  of  fome  farther  Regulations,  which  miy 
render//^;!  Army  as  little  dangerous  as  poffible  to  the 
PuWick,  as  well  as  uneafy  to  the  Offuers  them  elves, 
by  afcertaining  the  Road  to  military  Preferments,  ma- 
king their  CommiJfiGns  iefs  precarious,  and  their  Con— 
dudt,  in  other  Stations^  equally  independent  with  the 
rell  of  their  Fellow-Subjeds.  D. 
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To    CALEB    D  'A  N  V  E  R  S,    Efqy 

SIR, 

Fancy  you  muft  be  fomewhat  fatigued 
with  your  late  laborious  Enquiries  into 
Excifes  and  ft  an  di  tig  Armies ;  and  thac 
it  will  not  be  difagreeable  to  you  to 
breathe  a  little.  Vl  therefore  you  will 
accept  a  Turn  from  a  Friend,  {  as  fome 
of  ouf  modern  Divines  call  it )  lend  me'  your  Pulpit, 
a-nd  I  will  preach  a  Saturday'' s  Le£lure  for  you. 

V/e  remember  very  well,  on  the  ConcluPxon  of  the- 
late  Treaty  of  Vienna,  how  much  and  how  loudly 
your  Adverfnr.ies  exulted.  The  Vanity  of  their  Hearts 
dilated,  and  they  triumphM  in  Conceit.  They  cry *d 
aloud,  now  Mr.  U'Anvers  muft  drop  his  Vq.i\.  Af- 
fairs are  quite  fettled  abroad  ;  and  our  Patron  may  fleeD 
in  Peace.  Poor  old  Caleb  will  die  of  the  Spleen,  for 
Want  of  publick  Errors  to  animadvert  upon.  You 
^ery  foon  fati^fy'd  thefe  Gentlemen  that  They  were 
miilaken  in  this  Poiat,     You  convinced  Them  that  our^ 
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domejiick  Affairs  Hood  in  as  much  Need  of  a  flridl  En- 
quiry, and  an  immediate  Amendment,  as  our  late  Jf~ 
fairs  abroad.  I  am  likewile  afraid  you  mull;  be  now 
convinced  that  you  liave  engaged  yourfelf  in  an  im- 
prafticable  Defign.  - — What  Herculean  Labours  have 
you  undertaken  ?  —  Where  will  you  begin  ?  —  Where 
will  you  end  ?  —  What   an  Angi^nn  Stable  is  Corrup- 

tlon  P  What  a  deformed  Monlier  is  a  jl  an  ding 

Army  m  a  free  Gauntry  ? What  a  nt any-headed 

Hydra  is  a  general  Excife?  — You  have  attacked  all 
thefe,  like  Hercules  i  but,  like  Hercules,  you  have  not 
vanquiflfd  Them — You  have;  like  that  aniient  Heroe, 
endeavoured  to  deftroy  the  O/^/^^rj  ;  a  Sort  of  ;w/?r^;/- 
di7ig  ^ax-gatherers  \  but  you  have  not  yet  fubducd 
Tl^m —  You  have  likewife  attack'd  the  Stymphalides ; 
thote  unclean  Birds  of  Prey,  who  eat  up  the  Fruits  of 
the  Earthy  and  whoie  very  Touch  is  Pollution  j  but 
you  have  not  been  able  to  put  Them  to  Flight  — — — 
You  have  alfo,  for  many  Years,  combated  the  her— 
Vtean  Dragcn ;    but  with  Grief  I  obferve  that  your 

Warfare  has  been  hitherto  unfuccefsful Nay,  fliould 

5^.©u  be  able,  by  unwearied  Courage  and  Perfeverance, 
to  triumph  over  thefe  Monfters,  there  are  new  ones 
ipringing  up  every  Day,  which  even  another  Hercu- 
les would  iind  it  difiicult  to  defiroy- 

I  fhall  here  drop  the  Allegory,  and  come  to  the 
Point  propofed  in  this  Letter,  by  marking  out  one  Evil, 
which  I  apprehend  to  be  of  the  moil:  dangerous  Con- 
iequence  to  the  Nation. 

I  profefs  myfelf,  Mr.  TfAnvers^  an  Enemy  to  Com- 
panies,  as  you  have  -often  done;  That  is,  to  all  tra- 
ding C&?federacies,  inverted  with  exclufve  Powers.  I 
-do  TiOt.-only  look  on  thefe  Monopolies  as  utterly  deftruc- 
tive  to  all  free  Commerce,  but  as  wealthy  Combina- 
.jions,  which  may  prove  very  fatal  to  Liberty. 

1  would  not  be  underftood  to  mean,  when  I  talk  of 
thefe  incorporated  Bcdies,  the  honefl  Creditors  of  the 
i'uhlick.i  to  whom  I  think  the  tendercll  Ragaid  ought 
'  at 
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at  all  Times  to  be  paid,  as  They  lent  their  Money  for 
the  Sei-vice,  and  on  the  Faith  of  the  Government.  For 
this  Reafon,  their  Intereft  will  always  be  confider'd ; 
and  if  ever  They  fliould  fuffer,  it  will,  it  muft  be 
wholly  owing  to  the  wicked  Management  of  T^o/e, 
who  have  been  intrulled  with  the  Power  over  their 
Properties. 

I  am  forry  to  obferve  that  you,  Sir,  have  been  too 
prophetical  in  your  Remarks  on  thh  Subject ;  and  had 
any  Credit  been  given  to  your  Predi6lion?,  They  might 
have  been  of  Ibme  Ufe  to  the  unhapp'^  Proprietors.  A 
plain  and  effeftual  Remedy  was  long  ago  pointed  out  i 
which,  if  it  had  been  then  taken,  might  have  cured 
what,  I  am  afraid,  is  now  grown  a  chronical  Diftem-^ 
per,  that  will  require  long  Time  and  a  fevere  Re- 
gimen to  eradicate. 

You  have  often  explain'd  the  evil  Confequences, 
which  mull  attend  the  Power  given  to  the  DireSlors 
to  coin  Money,  in  the  Shape  of  Bonds  \  to  enter  into 
chimerical  FrojcBs  of  Trade  \  to  permit,  perhaps,  to 
connive  at,  and  be  Themfelves  concern'd  v.'ith  the 
Company's  Super-Cargoes,  Favors  and  Captains,  in  the 
Frauds  and  Embezzlements  of  their  Eifeds. 

You  fet  out  very  early,  even  iix  Years  ago,  in  ex- 
plaining fome  Frauds  in  the  Eaft-India  Company ;  and 
foon  after  you  hinted  at  fom^e  others,  in  the  Method 
of  bwjing  a?id  felling  the  Company  s  Goods.  You  made 
fome  proper  Obfervations  on  the  Pradtice  of  putting 
falfe  Sa-mples  on  their  Goods,  at  the  publick  Sales ;  by 
which  Means  Thofe,  who  w^ere  let  into  the  Secret, 
made  infamous  Gains  at  the  Cow.panfs  Expence,  and 
to  the  Prejudice  of  the  honeft  Buyer. 

Have  not  all  thefe  Charges  againfi  Them  been  lince 
made  good  ?  —  Have  not  fome  late  Difcoveries  proved 
the  Truth  of  them,  even  to  Demonfiration  ? — Is  not 
the  prefent  Decline  of  their  Trade  ( notwithftanding  an 
Eacije  to  fupport  it )  an  evident  Proof  of  fome  bad 
.Management;?  —  Hath  it  not  already  obliged  Them  to 

reduce 
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reduce  their  Dividend?  — -  Have  They  not  attempted 
to  reduce  it  flill  lower  ?  — Hath  it  not  brought  Tiiem 
under  the  prefent  critical  Dilemma,  with  relation  to 
•their  Bonds  ?  ' 

After  This,  you  took  Notice  of  the  5.  iS.  Company. 
You  exprefs'd,  very  early  likewife,  your  Sentiments 
with  Relation  to  the  Managers  of  that  Corporation. 
You  obferved  that  the  Afjlento  l^rade  was  a  lofing  Con- 
traB  i  and  that  the  annual  Ship,  which  was  granted 
to  the  Company  as  an  Equivalent  for  it,  produced  no 
Advantages  to  the  Compajjy,  vv^hatever  it  might  do  to 
Directors,  Captains,  and  Supercargoes  \  beiides  the  ge- 
neral Difadvantage  it  brought  upon  our  African  and  A^ 
merican  Trade,  occafion'd  by  their  Tenders,  Sloops,  and 
TaBories  fettled  there. 

You  have  of  [en  made  it  appear  that  this  annual  Ship 
had  occafion'd  frequent  Differences  between  the  tzoo 
Crowns,  and  expofed  our  Merchants  to  almoft  conllant 
Depredations  and  Infults ;  the  Spaniards  being  always 
fecure  from  any  Reprifals^  by  having  fo  large  a  Fledge 
in  their  Hands. 

Well,  Mr.  U'Anvers,  v/hat  Treatment  did  you  re- 
ceive for  all  thefe  ieafonable  Notices  ?  —  Was  you  not 
infulted,  and  reproach'd  as  an  Enemy  to  publick  Crcr 
ditj  d i faffed ed  to  the  Governm.ent ;  a  Friend  to  the 
Spaniards  ;  a  Diftuiber  of  the  Peace  ;  and  a  Forger  of 

Scandal? — Was  you  not  charged,  by  one  of  their 

Factors,  with  a  very  wicked  Delign  of  depriving  the 
Company  of  an  honef  Suh-Governor,  and  the  City  of  a. 
ivorthy  Rcprefentative ;  for  which  He  received  \}xiQ, 
Thanks  of  the  faid  honeji  Sub-Governor,  and  Directors  P 

But  hath  not  all  you  have  faid  of  this  Company  pro- 
ved true  ?  —  Have  not  the  Directors  themfelves  been 
forced  to  own  that  They  have  fuftain'd  great  Loffes  in 
Trade,  and  that  great  Frauds  have  been  committed  in 
the  Management  of  it?  — Y/ere  we  not  lately  infornv'd 

-  ia 
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in  a  *  printed  Paper,  calculated  for  the  Purpofes  of 
certain  Ge}iile?nen,  "  That  it  was  the  unhappy  Cafe 
*'  gf  the  Soutk'Sea  Company,  that  the  Grant  of  an  an- 
"  nual  SHp,  defign'd  to  make  Amends  for  the  Lofs, 
*'  which  They  knew  mull  and  has  attended  the  In- 
*'  troduclion  of  Negroes,  inilead  of  anfweving  the  End 
**  for  which  it  was  granted,  has  proved  a  '/Oj^ng  Trade  ; 
*'  of  which  every  Proprietor  may  be  ^convinced  by 
"  infpeil;ing   the  Company's  Books. 

"  The  ill  Succefs  of  tbis  Trade  hath  been  attributed 
**  chiefly  to  two  Caufes  ;  the  frequent  R^prifals,  or 
"  Seizures,  m.ade  by  the  Crown  of  Spam  on  the  Com- 
"  pany's  EfFecls,  and  the  Mifmanagementl  DOt  to  fay 
"  worie,  of  the  Servants  of  the  Company.  The  Jirfi 
"  Canfe  is  of  fuch  a  Nature,  that  it  cannot  be  reme- 
♦*  died  ;  and  the  Company's  Trade  mufi  always  remain 
"  expofed  to  any  DifTerence_,  or  Mifunderilanding  be- 
"  tween  the  tzuo  Crowns ',  and  oftentimes  tho.  Trade  it- 
"  felf  occafions  that  MifunderHanding,  which  expofes 
"  the  Company's  EfFefts  to  Seizures.  As  to  the  lall 
**  Claufe,  Mi/management  of  Servants,  Experience 
*'  teaches  us  Vv^hat  to  depend  upon;  and  whilft  Super - 
*^  'Cargoes  and  Factors  want  Eftates,  and  Directors  have 
*'  Relations  to  provide  for,  or  other  Views  to  carry 
**  on,  we  may  flatter  ourfelves  in  vain  either  with 
■*'  Redrefs,  or  i\mendment. 

And  yet  did  not  the  worthy  Stth-Governor  himielf 
tell  us,  in  his  Speech,  fome  Time  ago,  that  the  Com- 
pany was  not  one  Farthing  in  Disiurfe  on  Account  of 
Trad-e  \  though  He  had  juft  before  confefs'd  that  the' 
Company  had  fullain'd  infupportable  tojfcs  in  Trade^ 
which  obliged  Them  to  reduce  their  Dividend  from 
Six  to  Four  per  Cent,  in  order  to  account  for  the  im- 
menfe  Load  of  the  Bond-Debt,  and  to  annihilate  a  con- 
fiderable  Part  of  their  Capital,  for  the  Payment  only 
of  half  oi  lit  —  Have  They   not  acknov/ledged   their 

*  Seethe  Poll  Boy,  Nov.  zz.,    1732, 
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Lcffes  in  the  Greenland  Tirade  ?  — Have  They  not  gi- 
ven it  up  ?  — Have  not  fome  Perfons  Ihewn  a  manifefl: 
Inclination  likewife  to  give  up  Part  of  the  American 
Trade  i  even  that  Part  of  it,  which  alone  was  pretend- 
ed to  be  profitable  ? 

Thus  Hands,  at  prefent,  the  Cafe  of  thele  tzvo  great 
Companies ;  and  the  Proprietors  have  the  Mortification 
to  find  the  Truth  of  your  Obfervations  confirm'd-  by 
the  Confeffion  of  their  DireJfors  themfelves.  One  of 
ihefe  Societies  made  fome  Applications  to  Parliament 
lali  Seffion,  which  will  probably  bring  Them  there- 
^ again ;  and  We  have  been  told  that  the  other  hath 
Thoughts  of  applying  there  for  fome  Indulgence,  with- 
out which  They  find  it  impoffible  to  continue  their 
Trade  with  Advantage. 

The  Cafe  o^  the  Charitable  Corporation  is  likewife 
flill  depending  before  that  auguft  JJfembly  ;  and  the 
Gendemen  of  the  Tork  Buildings  Compa?iy  feem*d  re- 
folved  to  feek  Relief,  or  Juftice,  in  the  fame  Place ;  fa 
that  our  Reprefentati'ues  would,  have  Bufmefs  enough 
to  employ  their  Thoughts  this  Seffion,  though  They 
had  no /landing  Armies,  or  Excifes  to  encounter. 

I  fhall  conclude  with  an  Obfervation,  v/hich  You 
have  often  made,  and  hath  been  too  fully  verify'd  in 
feveral  Inilances ;  viz.  that  fuch  Corporations  are  not- 
only  deJiruElive  of  Trade,  dangerous  to  Liberty,  and 
prejudicial  to  //^^  Pabliek  in  general ;  but,  by  Fraud 
and  Mif?nanageme7ity  are  commonly  attended  with  great 
LoJ/es  to  the  Proprietors  Themjehes. 

D.  R.  I  am,  SIR,    &c. 


To    CALEB    D' AN  VERS,    E/fy 
S  I  R, 

YOUR  late  Difcourfes  on.fianding  Armies  and  the 
natural  Strength   of  England  put  me  dn  Mind 
of  the  following    beautiful     PalTage  in    Shakefpearei 

which 
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which  I  think  deferves  a  Place  in  your  Paper,  at  this 
Junfture.  It  is  the  Speech  of  John  of  Gaunt,  Duke 
cf  Lancajler ;  reprefenting  the  Grievances  of  the  Na- 
tion, under  one  of  our  moll  unhappy  Princes.  Ire- 
commend  it  to  your  ferious  Connderation,  and  am, 
SIR,  ^c.  Phileleutherus;. 

This  royal  Throne  of  Kings,  this  fcepter'd  Ifle, 

This  Earth  of  Majeily,  this  Seat  o'iMars, 

This  other  ^^^i^/,  demy  Paradife, 

This  Fortrefs,   built  by  Nature  for  herfelf 

-Againft  Infedion,  and  the  Hand  of  War, 

This  happy  Breed  of  Men,  this  little  VVorld, 

This  precious  Stone,  fet  in   the  Silver  Sea, 

V/hich  ferves  it  in  the  Office  of  a  Wal/, 

Or,  as  a  Moat^  defenfive  to  a  Houfe, 

Againft  the  Envy  of  lefs  happier  Lands ; 

This  blelled  Plot,  this  Earth,  this  Realm,  this  Eng^ 

This  Nurfe,  this  teeming  Womb  of  roval 'Kings, 
'  -Fear'd  for  their  Breed  and  famous  for  their  Birth, 
This  Land  of  fuch  dear  Souls,  this  dear,  dear  Land, 
Dear  for  her  Reputation  through  the  V/orld, 

Is  now  Leafed  out ; 1  dye  pronouncing  it. 

Like  to  a  Tenement,  or  pelting  Farm. 

England,  bound  in  with  the  triumphant  Sea, 
"Whole  rocky  Shore  beats  back  the  envious  Surge 
Of  watVy  NEPTUNE,  is  nov/  bound  in  with  Shame, 

With  z>/^j  ^/<?^j,  and  rotten  Parchment  BONDS; 

That  England,  that  v/as  wont  to  conquer  others. 
Hath  made  a  fhameful  Conquell  of  ITSELF. 

N.  Shakejpeare's  Rich.  IL  Aa  11.  Scene  L 
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A  VING  taken  Notice  of  a  Pamphlet, 
in  titled  Re  7n  arks  on  the  horrible  Oppref- 
fions,  InfoIe?icies  and  unjuftifiahle  Far- 
tiallties  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Excise,  and  quoted  feveral  Cafes  oitt 
of  if,  in  the  fecond  Fart  of  my  Argu- 
ment agslnfi  Excises,  piiblifli'd  lad  Monday,  I  fancy 
the  Reader  will  not  be  difpleafed  with  fome  farther 
Extrafts  from  xhtfa?ne  Fiece,  which  is  now  become 
veiy  fcarce.  1  fhall  therefore  prefent  Him  with  the 
Dedication^  and  fo  much  of  the  Dijcourfe  itfelf,  as  re- 
lates to  the  Argument  in  general. 

Preface  to  the  Commons   of  England,  in  Parliament 
affembled. 

Right   Honourable, 

5  your  Aflembly  is  the  Source  and  Original  of  le- 

giilative  Authority,  fo  you  are  alkzd'd  to  be  the 

cnly  fo-vereign  Expojitors  of  thofe  Laws  ycu  make. 

When  the  People  of  Ens^hnd  Jin d  Themfehes  opprefs^d 
and  crufh''d  by-  the  partial  and  corrupt  Interpretations  of 
our  Laws  ;  and,  by  Turns  and  far  fetch'' d  Devices  of  de- 
fgning  Men,  robbed  and  plunder' d  on  Pretence  of  legal 
Authority  ;  to  You  They  have  Recourfe,  farther  to  ex- 
plain and  exprefy  to  declare  the  true  Meaning  and  De- 
fgn  of  the  Laws,  by  which  They  are  fo  abufed. 

When,  by  a  long  f  nee  dormant  Law,  you  order'' d  that 
the  Brewers  and  Diftiilers,  in  Cafe  of  a  fmall  Penalty 
of  ^\.  and  no  ?ncre,  as  to  the  Excife,  upon  certain  Mif- 
ciirriages,  when  comtnitted,  Jhould  be  decifivdy  heard  by 

CommiilionerSj 


N^34^*    3^<?  Craftsman.         lop 

Commiffioners,  &c.  it  ca?imt  be  hnagirid  your  Ho- 
nours ever  defigr^d  to  co7idemn  the  Brewers  and  Diflil- 
lers  to  the  Lofs  of  their  native  Privileges^  as  Englifh- 
nien ;  and  that  They,  of  all  Men  in  England,  Jhould 
alone  be  fo  unhappy  as  7wt  to  be  thought  worthy  of  their 
Share  in  the  Magna  Charta  of  England,  viz.  to  bg 
iryd  by  their  Peers. 

This  Confi deration,  as  it  is  hoped  it  will  ni^ve  your 
Honours  to  redrefs  their  intolerable  PreJJures,  under  the 
frefent  Tyranny  of  the  Commiffioners  of  Excife;  f9 , 
They  believe  it  will  be  yet  more  moving  to  your  Ho- 
nours, when  you  (hall  fie  afe  to  refefv,  that  the  faid  Pe- 
nalties beitig  rifen,  by  Jtindry  fubfeqiient  A£is  and  addi-^ 
iional  Claufes  to  the  Laws  of  Excile,  from  5  /.  to  im— 
menfe  Sums ;  a  Brewer,  or  Diftiller,  may  now  come  t9 
forfeit  2  or  300  1.  per  Diem  j  and  that  your  Honours 
will  agree ^  it  is  cf  much  more  Confequence  that  They 
Jhould  be  heard,  in  fuch  Cafes,  before  juft  and  indif- 
ferent Judges,  and  be  tryd,  as  is  the  undoubted  Right 
of  Engliflimen,  by  their  Peers. 

The  following  Sheets  will  fjew  your  Honours  forng 
fnd  Examples  of  the  Subje^  ruined  and  injured  by  the 
Tyranny  and  Injuflice  of  Commiffioners,  vejied  with  this 
exorbitant  Power ;  which  will,  without  ^ejlion,  move 
your  Honours  to  put  fuch  Rejlraints  upon  Them,  that 
the  like  dtftru^iive  Meafures  may  ?iot  be  taken  for  the 
future. 

The  Brewers  and  Diftillers  arc  a  People,  from  whofe 
Induflry  and  Stock  in  Trade  the  greateji  Branch,  per^ 
haps,  of  any  fingle  Revenue-  in  Europe,  is  raijed',  and 
it  is  hiunbly  hoped.  This  Jhould  rather  entitle  Them  t4 
the  -Care  andTendernej)  of  the  Government,  than  reduce 
Than  to  a  Condition,  in  which  their  Property  fhould 
he  lefs  fafe,  and  their  Principles  more  ftreighte'/fd  thn'ri 
other  Men,  All  zvhich  is  humbly  reprefented  to  your 
Honours  and.,  together  zvith  the  follozoing  Sheets,  hu?nbk 
fubmitted  to  your  Cenfure  and  Determination. 

VoiL.  X,  K  REMARKS 
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REMARKS  on  the  horrible  OppreJJions,  Infokncies, 
and  unjujiif able  Partialities  of  the  Commissio- 
ners OF  THE  Excise. 

*i  TT  T  is  remarkable  of  England,  and  I  mention  it  to 
"  jL  ^^^  YiG^^G^^roi  free-born  Nations  in  genera],  that 
*'  no  People  in  the  World  pay  their  Taxes  with  more 
*'  Freedom  and   Chearfulnefs. 

^^  But  two  Things  are  always  required  by  Them,    in 
•  "  the  Matter  o^  pub  lick  Taxing  i  whicli,    if  once  They 
**  are  fatisfy'd  in,  They  look  no  farther. 

*^  I.  That  they  are  legally  ena^ed. 
•    •**  2.  Equally  colleBed. 

"  To  have  a  Tax,  or  Duty,  legally  enabled,  re- 
*^  quires  but  one  efiabliffd  Salification,  known  and 
•*  underftood  by  all  Men;  vix.  that  it  be  confented 
**  to  in  Parliament  i  pafsM  into  an  A61  by  the  Lords 
*'  and  Commons,  duly  aiiem.bled  ;  and  obtain  the  ro'^al 
"  Afeni,  in  due  Form.  When  thus  it  becomes  a  Lazu, 
**  no  Englipinan  will  open  his  Mouth,  but  immedi- 
*^  ately  opens  his  Purfe,  and  frankly  parts  with  his 
*^  Money. 

"  It  is  no  Part  of  my  Bufinefs  here  to  defcend  to 
•'  Particulars ;  or  to  fhew  how  many  Taxes,  perhaps, 
*'  more  in  Proportion  than  any  Nation  in  the  World, 
*'  are  thus  raifed  in  this  Kingdom,  and  how  chearfully 
"  paid  by  the  People ;  or  what  Mifchiefs  have  attend- 
'*  ed  the  feveral  Attempts  to  raife  A^Ioney  by  illegal 
'*  and  exotick  Methods ;  the  mioll  immediate  Handle 
*'  oi  civil  Tyr a?vny ',  odious  to,  and  particularly  watch'd 
"  again  ft  by  the  People  of  England  -,  and  whenever 
**  impofed,  or  attempted  to  be  fo,  always  vigoroufly 
"  oppofed,  and  more  than  once  to  the  IDeftruftion 
*^  of  the   Contrivers.    ■ 

**  Nor  had  I  mendon'd  it  here,  but  for  this  Reafon-j  . 
**  that  if  the    People  oi  England  have  always  been, 
*'  and  ilill  are  io  jealous  of  this  particular  Privilege, 
■  "  *'  that 
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«*  that  They  cannot  be  tax'd  but  by  their  own  Coti- 
**  fent  in  Parliament ;  and  the  higheft  Invaders  of 
"  this  Prizfikge  have  been  ruin'd  by  it ;  what  ought 
*'  They  to  expedl  from  the  fame  Refentment,  who  levy 
**  Taxes,  when  legally  given,  different  from  the  true 
*'  Intent  and  Defign  of  the  Law  granti?ig  ? 

"  Thefe  raife  Money  without  Confent  of  Parlia- 
*■*  ment,  in  the  worft  and  molt  deihuftive  Manner, 
**  and  ought  to  look  back  to  the  Spencers  and  Gaue-^ 
'■^-  jions  of  old,  who  abufed  the  Lnzu,  and  the  Favour 
*'  of  their  Prince,  in  illegal  Extortions,  Briberies  and 
"  Corruptions,  and  fell  a  Sacrifice  to  the  Nation'' s  Ju- 
**  Jiice ;  and  though,  indeed,  the  Cafes  differ,  yet  in 
"  This  they  agree ;  that  the  Subjedl  zaas  both  PFays 
"  plunder'' d  and  rijledy  under  Pretence  and.by  the  Forms 
*'  of  Law. 

"  The  Extortions,  Gpprejfions  and  Partialities  now 
"  before  us,  as  they  are  not  inferior  to  any,  that 
*^  have  gone  before  them,  either  in  the  Villany  of 
"  the  Practice,  or  the  Magnitude  of  the  Wrong ;  fo 
"  they  have  this  more  fatal  Difafcer  in  them,  that  the 
**  injured  Subjefl  is  lock'd  up  by  La:u,  without  Jp- 
"  pealf  to  be  try'd,  judgM  and  condemn'd  by  the 
"  very  Parties,  who  confederate  againft  B.i?n\  and 
V  v^^hen  He  appeals  from  Them,  he  only  appeals  to 
"  Them  J  for  He  finds  his  Adverfaries  upon  the  Bench 
*'  of  Appeal,  ready  and,  God  knows,  how  empowered, 
**  to  fway  and  determine  the  Caufe,  as  They  pleafe. 

*'  The  Evidence,  in  thefe  'mock  Trials,  is  ahvays  the 
"  Per/on,  that  contrives  xho.  ylccufation ',  who,  having 
•*  form'd  the  Plot  againfl  an  innocent  Man,  obtains 
*'  half  the  Spoil  for  Szvearing. 

*'  The  Cafe  is  then  brought  before  the  Commiffo-^ 
■"  ners ;  who,  in  Concert  and  Confederacy  with  the 
*'  indigent  Wretch  that  fwears,  hear,  judge  and  try 
"  the  Caufe  before-hand,  and  condemn,  or  acfjpit,  as 
"  the  Market  can  be  made. 

K  2  =        .   "  Thus 
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*'  Thus  no  Man's  Eftate  is  fafe  ;  but  the  Property 
**  and  Indullry  of  the  Subjeft  is  deftroyM  by  infinite 
*'  Corruptions,  Fartialities  and  abominable  P radices  i 
•*  to  the  Shame  and  Reproach  oi  Jufiicd  Scandal  of 
*'  a  well-order'* d  Government ;  encouraging  all  Sorts  of 
*•'  Briberies  and  Perjuries  i  and  the  Ruin  of  a  Mulii— 
*'  tVidiG  oi  boneji  Families,  that  fall  into  the  mercilels 
"*  Hands  of  lawlefs  Thieves  and  Invaders. 

"  And,  what  is  ftiJl  more  wonderful,  all  This  is 
**  praftifed  in  the  Time,  under  the  Authority,  and  in 
'*  the  Name  of  a  Government  and  a  ^een,  "that  de— 
**  iiresnone  of  her  Subjefls  fhould  be  opprefs'd.  Her 
**  Majejly  denies  Juftice  to  no  A'lan ;  oppreffes  no 
**  Man;  nor  covets  any  Man's  Property  ,•  much  lefs 
*^  would  permit  any  Subjedl,  commiiTion'd  by  her- 
'*  Juthority,  to  opprefs  his  Fello^v  Subjefts.  No  In— 
**  jury  can  be  committed  in  England,  but,  if  the 
*'  Government  be  rightly  inform'd  of  it,  will  obtain 
*'  Redreis  i  and  all  due  Encouragement  is  given  to 
<*  reafonable  Complaints. 

*'  Thefe  Things,  conlider'dj  have  obliged  the  Ju-* 
*'  thor  of  this  Tra£i  to  prepare  thefe  Sheets  for.  pub- 
*'  lick  View ;  inwhich  the  following  Particulars  fhall 
**  be  faithfully  purfued  and  impartially  related ;  and  I 
**  hope  the  extraordinary  Confequence  of  this  Publica- 
'*  tion  to  the  Nation,  in  the  awakening  Juilice  to  pu- 
**  nifh  unheard-of  Villanies,  and  the  protefting  inno- 
*'  cent  Families  from  the  Rapine  and  Robberies,  which 
**  are  thus  aded  without  Confcience,  or  Principles,  - 
*'  will  be  a  fuf5cient  Juftifi cation  of  this  Attempt. 

**  I  take  the  Liberty  to  afTure  the  Perfons  concern'd, 
*'  that  here  is  no  perfonal,  or  Party  Caufe  purfued  ; 
**  the  Commijf  oners  of  the  Excife,  and  every  one  of 
**  their  O^^^rj,  are  perfectly  unknown  to  t]\p.  Author 
*'  of  This  ;  neither  hath  He  any  Demand  from  Them  ; 
**  or  is  dire^lly,  or  indireftly,  concern'd  in,  or  a  Suf- 
*'  ferer  by  any  of  their  O/^/r^i?;;/ j  but  as  the  daily 
^  Clamours  and  Complaints  of  the  People,  ruin'd  and 

*'  injured 
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**  injured  by  their  barbarous  and  unheard-of  Violence, 
*^  fill  our  Streets ;  expofe  the  Juilice  of  our  Govern- 
**  ment  ;  and  threaten  us  with  worfe  Confequences 
"  from  the  Example;  He  has  concern'd  himfelf  to  en- 
"  quire  into  the  Particulars ;  which  He  finds  fo  unu- 
*'  fually  bad,  fo  univerfally  opprejjive  j  and  io  notori- 
"  oufly  partial  and  uiijiijl ;  that,  in  order  to  imme- 
^*  diate  Redrefs  of  the  Perfons  now  fuftering,  and  more 
"  efpecially  in  order  to  prevent  the  growing  Tyranny 
**  of  unreafonahle  People,  who  make  Ufe  of  the  Power 
**  granted  Them,  to  .rob  and  ruin  the  Sabjeft,  1 
**  thought  it  a  fpecial  Service  to  the  Publicjc  to  lay 
"  this  Matter  open. 

••  And  here  I  ihall  neceffarily  examine  two  Things. 

**  I.  Whether  there  is  not  an  exorbitant  Foiver, 
**  arbitrary,  and  in  its  Nature  illegal,  tho'  literally 
«*  otherwife,  accidentally  and  perhaps  unwarily  put 
**  into  the  Hands  of  the  CommiJJioners  of  the  Excife. 

**  2.  Whether  They  have  not  made  Ufe  of  that 
'<  Power  to  different  Purposes,  from  ,the  true  Intent  of 
«*  the  Law,  from  whence  They  derive'  it  ? 

**  If,  in  this  Enquiry,  Briber"^,  Corruption,  .and 
•'  Partiality  appear  fairly  chargeable  upon  both  Mafers 
**  and  Servants,  CommiJJioners  and  Officers,  in  their 
**  executing  the  Laws  of  Excife ;  if  Thoufands  of 
**  People  appear  injured  and  opprcJs\i ;  the  Trade  itjelf 
"  difcDuraged  and  the  puhlick  Duties  kfferi'd',  flouriili- 
*'  ing  Families  ruin'd,  and  the  Property  of  the  Englijfx 
*'  Subjeft  invaded ;  the  Gentlemen,  whole  Guilt  wiJl 
•^  m.akeThem  appear  concern''d,  muil  blufh  for  Them- 
«*  felves.  They  can  have  no  Body  to  blame,  that 
*'  Grievances,,  of  this  Nature,  at  Isil  reach  the  Ears  c;f 
"  Thofe,  in  w^hoie  Power  only  it  is  to  redrefs  them. 

*«   I .   I  am  to  enquire,  whether  tliere  i:?  not  an  exor- 
*'  bit  ant  Power,     arbitrary  j^nd  in  its  Naiure  illegal^ 
*'  tho'    literally  otherwife,     accidentally  and    perhaps 
«•  unwarily  put  into  the  Hands  q{  ^^  Com mifpr oner s  of 
»*  Exdje. 

K  3  «  And 
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'«  And  This  will  be  bell  inquired  into,  by  confider- 
**  ing  briefly  the  Lazvs  of  England,  in  their  general* 
'*  Defign;    tk^  Nature  ^nd.  Re afon  of  them. 

'«  The  general  Defign  of  Laiv  is  to  prevent  Oppref- 
**  fions  of  all  Sorts,  Injujlice  and  unfair  Ufage,  on  ei- 
**  ther  Hand  ;  to  hold  the  Scale  of  Power,  and  judge  be- 
*«  tween  the  frong  and  the  weak.  The  Nature  and 
*'  Reafon  of  Lazv  is  regulating  the  Government  of  a 
*^  People,  and  bringing  A^Iethods  of  Rule  to  a  ftated, 
«*  knovv^n  and  publiek  Center  j  that  if  the  Guilt'^  ojffend, 
**  t\itGoverfiors  know  what  to  infiiclj  th^Govern  d 
•*  what  to  expeft. 

•*  Now  our  Englijb  Laws  have  nothing  more  admi- 
«'  rable  in  them  than  the  reducing  the  Government  of 
**  Mankind  to  an  Equally,  and  fuch  a  Scale  ofjuftice^ 
*«  mingled  with  Right  and  Liberty,  as  no  one  may  have 
'*  Caufe  to  complain  of  being  cpprefs'd,  nor  any  Branch, 
•*  or  Part  of  the  Conftitution  be  entrufted  with  more 
**  Fewer  than  is  proper  ;  or  with  fo  much  Rower ,  as  to 
**  enable  Them  to  oppofe,  or  injure  another. 

"  Among  other  of  the  native  Branches  oiyuflicey 
**  for  which  our  Englijh  Laws  are  famous,  and  on  the 
■•  Foot  of  which  this  Nation  has  rifen  up  to  fuch  a 
**  Degree  of  Prolperity  and  Richer,  Thefe  are  fome. 

*'  I.  That  every  Englijh?nan,  oitending  or  trefpaf^ 
**  fmg,  fhail  have  ^fair  Trial,  and  fhall  be  judged 
*'  by  his  Peers,   and  not  otherwife. 

**  11.  That  indifferent  Judges  fhall  try  the  Caufe 
**  betv/een  the  Prince  and  the  Subje^i,  and  not 
**  Parties  concern' d. 

«*  111.  That  no  Man  {hall  be  admitted  as  Evidence 
**  in  a  Cafe,  where  He  lliall  be  Gainer  by  the  Con- 
**  denination  of  the  Perfon  He  v/itnelTes  againft. 

**  I  could  quote  innumerable  Statutes  and  parallel 
**  Cafes,  to  prove  This.  The  frjl  is  a  Branch  o^ 
^*  Magna  Charts,    and  the  i^nown  Right  of  the  People 

''  of 
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<*  0^ England,  purchafed  with  their  Blood  and  Treafure, 
**  and  carcfaliy  preferved  by  our  Anceilors  to  us  their 
«  Pofterity. 

*'  The  fecond  and  third  being  founded  in  Reafon, 
'*  and  daily  found  in  the  Ufage  of  the  Lazv,  and  com- 
**  mon  Praftice  oi  Courts^   needs  no  Recital. 

"  Now  if  thefe  three  known  Maxims  of  the  Law  are 
«  invaded,  or  intrench'd  upon,  in  the  prefent  Cafe  ; 
^'  I  leave  it  to  all  indifferent  People  to  judge  whether 
*'  i\it  Com?ni{]ioners  of  Excife  are  not  veiled  with  an 
**  exorbitant  Pczver,  illegal  in  its  own  Natuj-e,  and 
«'  contrary  to  the  Rights  and  Privileges  of  the  Englijh 
*'  Nation. 

"  That  this  Power  is  veiled  in  Them  by  Parliament, 
*'  and  confeq^uently  is  literally  legal,  I  do  not  deny ;  but 
<*  then  I  delire  to  examine  how  it  came  to  be  fo  ;  and 
**  how  it  is  improved  by  the  Commiffioners.  And  This, 
•*  in  order  humbly  to  reprefent  in  its  Seafon  to  that 
<*  honourable  JJJembly,  and  fhewThem  that  the  Power 
*''  thus  deputed  is,  by  thefe  Abufes,  become  {o  exm-bi- 
<*  tant,  as  it  is  well  w^orth  their  Honour^s  Enquiry, 
«'  whether  it  is  not  injurious  to  the  Subject  and  too 
**  much  Power  to  be  entrufted  or  commiirted  to  any 
**  Set  of  Men  lefs  than  a  Parliam.entar'^  Affembly. 

*'  It  is  true  the  Acl,  that  firft  left  the  Determina- 
*'  tion  of  OiFences  againd  the  Laws  of  Excife  to  the 
"  Commijft oners,  has  now  remained  for  a  confiderable 
"  Time;  that  is  to  fay,  in  the  \2th  of  Charles  II. 
**  and  is  intitled,  An  AB  to  take  away  the  Courts  of 
•*  Wards  and  Liveries,   &c. 

"  And  the  feveral  A£is  lince  made,  viz.  for  additio- 
"  nal  Duties,  Penalties,  and  forfeitures,  having  all 
**  had  Reference  back  to  that  Ail,  have  feem'd  too 
*'  much  to  depend  upon  the  Juftice  and  Equality  of 
**  that  firf  Lavj,  and  thereby  left  the  Delinquent  to 
*'  the  Mercy  of  his  Accufer,  and  to  the  corrupt  Sen- 
**  ience  of  an  arbitrary  Enemy^  too  often,   as  there  is 


"  good 
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^"^  good  Caufe  to  fear,    interefted  in  the  Sentence  He 
**  palTes. 

"  Now,  as  when  the  AB  was  firfl:  pafsM,  the  Se- 
*'  verity  of  it  was  not  much  regarded,  the  Penalties  be- 
"  ing  fmall,  and  not  exceeding  5  /.  for  any  Offence, 
*'  fo  it  is  humbly  conceived  had  that  Parliamejit 
<^  thought  fit  at  that  Time,  to  have  laid  the  fevere 
*^  Penalties  of  200,  100,  50  or  20/.  and  the  other 
f*  various  forfeitures,  by  which  07ie  Man  may,  in  his 
*'  common  Way  of  Trade,  become  liable  to  the  For- 
**  feiture  of  loco/.  -per  Week  ;  it  is  humbly  fubmitted 
*'  to  the  publick  Judgment,  whether  I  am  too  pre- 
«*  fuming,  if  I  fay  it  is  very  likely  the  Parlia?nent 
"  would  have  been  very  cautiqus  in  the  Matter, 
'^  and  have  confider'd  it  again  and  again,  before  They 
**  %zvtfuch  exorbitant  abjolute  Powers  to  Men  in  Places, 
*''  2xACourt^CornmiJJtGnersi  whaif  They  are  not,  are 
"  however  to  be  fuppofed  capable  of  being,  mercenary 
^  and  tyrannical. 

**  This  Law  therefore  is,  in  its  Execution  and  Con- 
**  flruflion,  contrary  to  the  native  Right  ofEngUfh'men, 
*^  and  I  hope  cannot  but  recommend  itfelf  for  Joine 
**  Amendment,  if  not  a  Repeal,  to  the  Confideration 
^•'  of  an  EngUJh  Parliament ;  fmce  it  cannot  but  be 
'*  thought  hard,  that  the  Difiillers  and  Brewers,  who 
*'  pay  the  mojt  Taxes,  to  the  gefieral  Support  and 
»■*  carrying  on  the  War,  ihould  be  the  only  People, 
**  who  m.uft  not  enjoy  the  common  Privileges  ofEngUJ);' 
**  men,  and  whofe  Oifenees  muft  be  try'd  different 
*''  Ways'' from  all  the '  reil  of  lYi^freeborn  People  of  this 
**  Nation. 

*'  I  know  it  will  be  objected  here,  that  the  Parlia- 
'■'  j?ient  have  taken  Care  of  the  Subjefls  Rights  in  this' 
-*'  Cafe,  by  eftabliihing  Co?n?niJJio}iers  of  Appeal^  where 
*'  the  Subjeft  is  to  have  Pvcdrefs: 

*•*  Now,  though  it  is  true,  in  the  Nature  of  the 
**  Thing,  that  to  eredl  a  Court  cf  Appeal,  has  a  vQ.Yy 

"  *'   great 
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"  great  Face  of  Juftice  in  it ;  and  no  Queftion  the  Par- 
"  lia??icnty  who  eftablifli'd  that  Part  of  it,  thought 
"  They  had  provided  for  all  the  Evils,  that  could  be- 
"  fall  the  injured  Subjeft. 

"  Yet,  when  the  Conduft  and,  indeed,  the  Capa- 
**  city  of  ihefe  Com?ntfIJ oners  of  Appeal  comes  to  be 
**  examined  j  when  the  Concert  between  T^hem  and 
*'  the  Perfons  appeaVd  from  comes  to  appear;  how 
*'  little  Redrefs  They  give,  in  Cafes  of  notorious  In- 
"  jur"^  and  Abufe  of  the  SubjeSi\  how  tedious,  chargea- 
*'  ble,  litigious,  and  fruitlefs  thefe  Appeals  are ;  how 
*'  often  the  Appellant  hnds  his  Adverfaries,  the  Coni^ 
"  mijjloners,  fitting  on  the  Bench  with  the  Co?nmf- 
**  fioners  of  Appeal',  hearing  the  Caufe  again ;  ccrn- 
**  manding  the  Ear  of  the  Judges  of  Appeals  infia- 
**  encing  and  byaffing,  and  too  much  governing  their 
**  Opinions;  when  once  the  unheard-of  Crimes  of 
**  thefe  pretended  fudges  comes  to  Light,  and  the 
**  black  Lift  of  their  partial  and  fraudulent  Methods 
"  fhall  appear ;  it  will  eafily  convince  our  LegifatorSy 
"  that  to  make  Commiffoners  of  Appeals,  in  fuch  a 
*'  Manner,  l^c.  to  fuch  People,  is  to  commit  the  fuf- 
"  fering  Subje^  to  the  Mercy  of  his  exorbitant  Enemy  ; 
**  and  I  believe  I  ma^  offer,  in  the  Name  of  the 
**  Brewers  and  Difillers  in  London,  that  They  vv^ould 
**  give  zOjOOO  /.  to  have  a  fair  Appeal  to  indifferent 
*'  y^^^S^^  f  J^^^J^  of  Knowledge  in  the  Law,  and  Con- 
*'  Icience  in  Praftice ;  and  to  have  all  the  Caufes  heard 
*^  again  before  Them,  for  which  They  have  been 
*'  barbaroufly  and  unjaflly  fentenced  and  fined,  by  the 
**  mercenary  and  tyrannical  Proceedings  of  the  prefeni- 
**  Commijf  oners. 

'  "  If  thefe  Things  are  true,  as  there  is  too  much 
**  Reafon  to  believe  they  are,  and  of  which  any  Man 
*'  is  left  to  jcidge,  v/hen  He  reads  tho.  hiforical  Col- 
«*  legions  of  Matter  of  Fa  a,  at  the  End  of  this  Trea- 
*'  tife,  it  cannot  but  be  own"*d  it  is  high  Time  to  lay 
'^  This  before  the  Parliament  of  England  i  wh^refuc^ 

*^  Grievances 
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"  Grievauces  as  Thefe  never  want  Redrefs^  and  the 
^'  injured  Subje^  ca-nnotfail  of  being  impanially  heard 
'^  and  relieved. 

*^  It  follows  to  enquire,  whether  thefe  CommiJJioners 
*'  have  not  applied  this  Power,  vefted  in  Them  by 
"^  the  Law,  to  different  Purpofes  from  the  true  In- 
"  tentj   £ffr. 

*'  This  will. in- nothing  better  appear  than  in  the 
**  five  Heath  of  Jrtieles,  exhibited  to.  the  Parlia- 
"ment,  in  a  Paper  printed  by  the  Difiillers,  and 
**  presented  to  the  A-iembers  witii  their  Petition  3  and 
**  which  are  as  follows  1 

**  I-  hfor?nations  htmg  exhibited,  unknov/n  to  the 
*'  Perfons  inform'd  againft,  though  pretended  Summons 
''  have  been  fent,  frequently  are  fuifer'd  to  Ijq  feveral 
''  Years  unpurfued,  till  the  Servants  and  IVitneffes,  by 
"  which  the  Perfons  accufed  might  defend  Themfelves, 
*'  are  gone  from  Them,  or  dead,  or  have  forgot  the 
.**  Particulars. 

''  2.  On  the  other  Hand,  Complaints  made  by  the 
*'  DifiillerSy  for  the  Injuries  and  Outrages  of  their 
"  Officers,  have  been  fo  long  left  unheard,  till  They 
"  have  not  been  able  to  make  out  the  Particulars,  for 
"  the  fame  Reafons  as  in  the  Head  above. 

"  3.  That  They  arbitrarily  take  upon  Them  to  de- 
'^  term.ine  Property,  and  refufmg  the  Duty,  when  lav/- 
*'  fully  tendered  by  the  right  Owners,  and  Perfons, 
"  from  whom  it  is  legally  and  only  due,  demand  it 
*'  of  Others,  wholly  unconcern'd  and  pretend  to  Forfei- 
*'  tures  for  the  Default. 

**  4.  That  when  They  have  been  fummoncd  to 
*^  Trials,  on  either  Informations,  or  Complaints,  and 
*'  have  duly  attended  with  Council  and  Wit?ieffes, 
*'  They  have  been  put  off,  without  Reafon  given, 
*'  from  Time  to  Time,  on  purpofe  to  tire  Them  out 
««•  with  the  Charge  and  E>^pence  of  At  tendance  > 

"  5.  That  fundry  Perfons  have  been  condemned  and 
*f  fined  by  the  arbitrary  Sentence  of  the  Qommilfi oners ; 
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<*  and,  at  other  Times,  have  been  aaquitted  for  the 
<*  fame  Kind  ofFaSiy  which  To-day  is,  and  To- morrow 
<*  is  not,  or  in  this  Perfon  is,  and  in  another  Perfon  is 
«^  not  a  Crime,  according  to  the  Pleafure  of  the  Com- 
<'  jnijjioners ;  by  which  Means  innocent  Men  are  led 
♦«  into  Crimes,  by  the  Allowance  of  thofe  very  Men, 
**  who  afterwards  cenfure  and  condefnn  what  They 
**  before  approved;  and  no  Man  can  know  when  He 
*'  afts  fafely  and  when  not. 

The  Author  then  proceeds  to  the  particular  Cales  of 
Mr.  F^/://^r  and  Mr.  M'/?r/^/^_y  ;  of  which  I  have  given 
fome  Account  in  *  the  fecond  Fart  of  my  Argument  a^ 
gninft   EXCISES.  D. 


To    CALEB    D'ANVERS,    %; 

S  I  R, 

TH  E  bell  Way  to  prove  the  Strength  of  an  Ar- 
gument, is  by  reducing  it  to  logical  Rules.  I 
have  try'd  this  Experim.ent  on  the  eloquent  Speech, 
publifli'd  in  the  Free-Briton  of  the  4th  Inllant,  and 
attributed- by  Mr,  Walfingham  to  a  very  great  and 
honourable  Perfon  ;  but,  upon  Trial,  I  cannot  reconcile 
his  Reafonings  to  any  Mode^  or  Figure,  taught  in  the 
Schools.  The  whole  Speech  confilts  of  the  following 
-unconfequential  Propofitions,  or  Anti-Syllogifms ;  viz. 

1 .  The  prefent  C^eiHon  is  not  ^boxux.  flanding  Armies, 
which  are  certainly  very  dangerous,  but  only  about  al- 
-lowing  his  Majefty  a  Land-Force  oi  f event e en  thoufand 
'Men ;  therefore  Gentlemen  ought  not  to  infill  on  the 
Danger  0^  flan  ding  Armies. 

2.  Next  Year,  Gentlemen  may  vote  againfl  a  ft  and- 
ing  Army ',  therefore  They  ought  to  vote /<?r  it,  this 
Year. 

3 .  l^  the  Peace  is  not  firm  at  the  Bottom.,  and  our 

*  See  the  Appendix  to  this  Volume, 

Wounds 
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Wounds  are  o?ily  skinn'd  over,  [zsfome Gentlemen  argued 
the  firft  Day  of  the  Seffion)  We  are  not  out  of  Danger  j 
therefore  it  is  necelTary  to  keep  up  2i.fi anding  Army. 

4.  Bat  if  the  Peace  is  efiablijFd  on  the  mofi  folid  Foun' 
d at  ions  J  (as  I  fay)  there  is  Leifure  for  Ambition  to 
look  round  i  therefore  ^^ftanding  Army  is  Hill  more  ne- 
ceflary  at  this  Time,  than  when  the  Affairs  of  Europe 
vjere  unfettled. 

5.  By  the  Reduftion  propofed  We  fhall  fave  but  a 
little  Mone^ ;  therefore  We  ought  to  faz'e  none  at  all. . 

6.  The  Jacobites  Sltq  againft  afianding  Army,  and  a 
Popifip  Sollidtor  happen'd  to  be  furnifli'd  with  fome  Ar- 
guments upon  that  Subje^  ;  therefore  the  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain  ought  moll  certainly  to  vote  for  one. 

J  am.  Sir,  your  Reader  and  Friend, 
C.  Old  Hampden. 


N^  343.  Saturday,  Jam  27,  i73a-3< 


O  T  H  I  N  G  gives  Me  greater  Satis- 
fa£>ion,  upon  reviewing  the  Courfe  of 
thefe  papers y  for  fix  Years  pafc,  than 
that  Uniformity  of  Principles,  which 
runs  through  them  from  iirll  to  la  ft. 
This  hath  been  fo  exactly  preferved  in 
ail  our  Difcourfes  upon  Liberty,  Trade,  Companies,  Co' 
Ionics,  Allyances,  'Treaties,  Taxes,  fianding  Armies,  and 
ether  great  Points,  which  have  beenoccafionally  made  the 
Subjeds  o{ thefe  Papers,  that  whoever  will  give  Him- 
felf  the  Trouble  of  looking  back  upon  them,  will  find 
the  fame  general  Doctrines  conilantly  fupported  by  the 
fame  Kind  of  Reafonings,  without  any  inconfillent  De- 
viations,  to  ferve  a  particular  Turn. 

The  greateft  Part  of  our  Writings  hath   been   now 
colledled  together  for  almoil  two  fears,  &nd  fubmitted 

in 
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in  one  View  to  publick  Examination ;  yet  the  moll 
'critical  of  our  Adverfaries  have  not  been  able,  with 
all  their  Induftry,  to  fix  one  material  Inconfiftency  upcn 
us  in  {d  voluminous  a  Work,  compoled  by  different 
Hands,  publiih'd  at  different  Times,  and  written  upcn 
different  Occafions.  They  have,  indeed,  attempted 
to  do  fomething  of  this  Knd,  by  picking  out  here  and 
there  a  Paffage,  and  putting  their  own  wild  Interpre- 
tations upon  it,  without  any  Regard  to  the  manifcfi; 
Senfe  of  the  Author ^  or  the  Occafton,  upon  which  it 
was  written.  This  hath  very  lately  been  their  A'iethcd 
of  Reafoning,  with  Relation  to  Excifes  and  ftnndivg 
Armies,  Nay,  They  have  even  been  obliged  to  leave 
out  thoje  IVords,  upon  which  the  chief  Strefs  was 
evidently  laid,  in  order  to  ferve  their  Purpofe.  But 
luch  Cavils  as  Thefe,  built  on  falfe  Quotations,  and  a 
partial  State  of  the  Queftion,  cannot  in  the  leaft  affe6l 
a  long  Train  of  general  Arguments,  in  feveral  regular 
Difcourfes,  profeffedly  written  on  the  fame  Subjedl. 
-  On  the  other  Hand,  the  Writings  of  thefe  Gentlemen 
are  one  continued  Series  of  Inconfifencies  and  Contra^ 
diffioTis,  both  as  to  Principle  and  Argument,  in  almoil 
every  Point,  which  hath  fallen  under  Debate.  This 
hath  been  fb  often  demiOnilrated,  by  particular  Infrances, 
that  I  v/ill  not  tire  the  Reader  wdth  any  Repetitions, 
but  proceed  to  the  immediate  Defign  of  this  Paper  ; 
■z'iz.  to  prove  our  ov^'n  Conhltency  with  Regard  to 
Excifes  ;  and  This  will  beft  appear  bv  a  fhort  Review 
■of  what  hath  pail  on  that  SubjeSi,  from  our  firfl  Ad- 
psarance  in  Publick  to  the  prefent  Time, 

When  I  charge  the  minifterial  Writers  with  an  eter- 
nal PvOund'  of  Inconfiftencies  and  Contradiftions,  I 
2nean  thoje  learned  Advocates  in  ordinary,  who  are  kept 
upon  conftant  Duty,  and  {lation'd  in  the  weekly  Papers ; 
for  I  muft  do  one  Gentleman  { who  may  be  properly 
ftyled  a  minifterial  Writer )  the  Juilice  to  acknowledge 
that  He  feems  to  be  very  ccffftent  loith  Elim[elf\  I 
mean  the   Autlior  of  a  famous   Treatife,  intitled,    an 

Vol.    X.  L  Efa^ 
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T^y  tn  the  pub  lick  Debts  of  this  Kingdom,  ^c.  printed 
ill  the  Year  1726.  The  Drift  of /^^/V  Book  was  to  prove 
that  the  Lands,  EJlates,  Expence,  or  Commerce  of 
Great  Britain  zvill  yet  eajil")  admit  of  farther  Duties, 
Jiifficient  to  JiirnifvriQX'^  YwvA^  to  anjwer  the  Ihtereji  of 
fuch  Su?ns  as  any  pub  lick  Occ-aftons,  that  He  can  reprefef.t 
to  Him[elf  can  call  for.  Having  laid  down  this 
honeft  Pofition,  He  proceeds  to  jQiew  that  it  is  more 
eligible  to  provide  for  the  current  Expences  of  the  Go- 
verninent  by  Duties  on  Hofne-Confumption,  alias  Ex- 
cifes,  than  by  the  ufual  Method  of  a  Tax  upon  Land. 
His  Words  are  thefe.  Upon  enumerating  the  feveral 
'Duties^  which  at  different  'ififnes  have  been  proznded,  to 
mfzoer  the  Demands  of  the  publick  Creditors,  //  will 
nfpear  that  the  great  eft  Part  of  them  (whether  collet  ed 
hj  Ciiiiom,  or  Excife  j  have  been  laid  upon  Commodities 
in  general'XJfe  and  Corf umption  a?nongfi  that  Part  of  the 
Inhabitants  cf  this  Countr%  whofe  Circu^n fiances-  will 
Teafily  admit  of  the  Expence.  —  hi  this  W^ay,  lays  He, 
the  'publick  Expe?ice  is  ieail  fenfibly  felt  by  Thofe,  who 
contribute  towards  it  ;  every  Per/on  being  voluntary  in 
his  Expence,  ^/?i  gratifying  Himlelf,  whilfi  He  is  con- 
tributingfro?n  his  Eft  ate  to  the  Expence  of  the  Govern- 
mejit. 

For  this  Reafon,  He  recommends  the    Continuance 
ef  our  prefent  Duties  on  Commodities,  even   afier   the 
..publick  Debts  are  paid,  as  ?iftanding  Fufid,  to  fupply  the 
■^ordinary   Expences  of  the  Government,  inftead    of  a 
■^Land-Tax  from  Teas  to  Year.     Nay,  He  declares,  in 
the  Fullnefs   of  his  Heart  upon  this  Occaiion,  that  Pie 
hath  no  Obje^ion  to  any  new  Burthen,  or  any  Varia- 
tion in  the  prefent  Burthen,  in  order  to  accomplilh  io 
great  and  defireable  a¥/ork. 

In  this  Manner  did  He  chalk  out  the  Plan,  above  iix 
Years  ago,  upon  which  the  prefent  Scheme  feems  to  be 
l)uilt,  and  all  the  late  Reafon ings,  in  Favour  of  it,  have 
been  founded  ;  for  what  have  the  mjnifterial  Writers 
feid  more,  en  this  Sttbje-^f  than  that  the  Nation  is  Hill 

■3.bk 
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able  xahzdiX  farther  Duties 2LrA new  Fmids  ;  that  Excifesr 
are  the  moll  equitable  Methods  of  raifing  Money,  upon: 
the  People,  as   every   Man's  Expences  are  voluntary  y. 
and  therefore  that  they  ought  to  be  perpetuated  and  in- 
creafed,  in  Preference  to  any  other  Kind  of  Taxation  P 

If  therefore  Report  fays  true,  that  the  Effayzvriter 
hath  had  any  Share  in  this  honourable  Work,  either 
by  concerting  the  Schefne  itfelf,  or  by  drawing  up  the 
neceflary  Material's  for  putting  it  in  Execution  j  it  mull 
be  acknowledged  that  He  hath  adled  a  very  mififlent. 
IP  arty  and  Vv^liat  might  be  reafonably  expe<fi:ed  from  One, 
who  had  long  ago  laid  fo  hopeful  a  Foundation.-  He 
feems,  indeed,  to  have  taken  the  Hint  from  the  worthy 
FrojcBor  ofthel'm.A^T)  Dv ties  upon  Coffee,  Tea  and 
Chocolate,  who  got  the  Start  of  Him  a  Year  or  two  be- 
fore; but  as  it  mull  be  confeiVd  that  He  hath  made 
fome  conliderable  Improvements  on  the  original  Plan, 
I  think  They  ought  to  divide  the  Honour  oi  this  Projeh 
between  Them. 

At  the  fame  Time,  I  hope  the  Reader  will  do  Me  the 
Juftice  to  remember  that  I  was  always  of  a  different 
Opinion  from  thefe  Gentlemen  ;  particularly  the  Author 
of  the  EJfay  V  which  was  thejfr/?  nezu  Piece,  that  fell 
imder  my  Animadverfion,  after  the  Craftfman  appear'ti 
in  Publick.  A  long  Controverfy  enfued  upon  that  Sui^' 
jeff,  both  within  Doors  and  ^.vithout  i  in  which  a  cer^ 
tain  honourable  Gentle?nan  received  a  very  remarkable 
Defeat  at  his  own  Weapons,  and  hath  ever  iince  de- 
clined any  Enquiries  into  the  State  of  the  Nation,  I 
had  my lelf  the  Honour  of  fome  fmall  Share  in  that  me- 
morable Diipute,  without  Doors,  by  pointing  out  the 
evil  Tendency  of  fuch  Doiirines,  and  am  forry  to  £nd 
-  my  Apprehenfions  verify'd,  that  there  was  a  Scheme  in 
Petto,  for  loading  the  People  with  nezv  Burthens,  or 
introducing  fome  Variation  in  the  prefent  Burthen,  as 
the  Effay-writer  exprefs'd  it,  which  would  be  equally 
grievous. 

-     L  2  In 
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In  the  Year  1730  his  Majefiy  was  pleafed  to  exprefs 
his  royal  Compairion  for  the  Hardjhips  of  the  poor  Arti- 
fcers  and  MnnufiJcfurcrs.  In  PLirluaiice  of  this  Recom- 
mendation from  the  Throne,  the  Pailiarnent  took  their 
Cafe  into  Ccniideration  j  and,  after  a  long  Debate,  abc- 
lifhVi  the  Duties  on  Salt,  as  the  moil  efFedual  Relief  to 
thole  poor  People.  This  gave  us  Hopes  of  a  gradual 
Eafe  from  feveral  other  jfaxes,  which  lyo.  the  moll 
heavy  on  our  Trade  and  ManufaBures  ',  and  it  waa 
generally  expected  that  the  Duties  on  Soap  and  Candles 
would  be  foon  taken  oiF;  but  the  very  next  Tear^  We 
received  Information  that  a  Scheme  was  then  on  Foot, 
l(Dr  lubftituting  a  general  Excife  in  the  Room  of  a  Land- 
Tax.  We  gave  the  Publick  immediate  Notice  of /i'// 
Dejlgni  and  though  it  was  iirenuoufly  deny'd,  at  that 
Time,  our  Information  foon  proved  true  j  for  the  Duties 
<?;^Salt  were  revived  the  Tear  afterzvards,  and  laid 
for  T  H  R  E  E  Ye  A  Rs  c  £  RT  A I N,  in  ilcu  of  a  Shilli'ng  in 
the  Found  on  Land  j^roNE  Year.  We  were  like- 
wife  told,  at  the  fame  Tim.e,  that  the  other  Shilling  on . 
Land  ihould  be  taken  off  this  Year,  if  Geademen 
would  agree  iofome  reajhmble  Alterations  in  the  Method 
cf  colhBing  the  publick  Revenue  ;  That  is,  by  turning 
the  Cujlcms  into  Excifes. 

Thus  have  I  traced  i\\t  prefent  Scheme  from  its  origi- 
nal Conception  down  to  this  Time  ;  and  though  it  may 
be  juilly  faid  that  the  Projectors  and  Patrons  of  it  have 
purfued  their  Defign  in  a  very  regular,  conilflent  Ma-n- 
ner  ;  it  is  notorious  that  their  Advocates  have  gone  on 
in  their  ufual  Strain  of  Contradiction  and  Prevarication  ; 
ibmetimes  applauding  the  PrcjeSl  as  the  moll  excellent 
Schemie,  that  ever  enter'd  into  the  Heart  of  Man  ;  at 
other  Tim.es  difowning  it,  as  a  meer  Chimara  of  our 
own  fruitful  Invention  j  but  never  daring  to  condemn 
it,  in  plain"  Termis;  or  to  aiTert  ifidit  no  fuch  Defign, 
under   any  Shape  whatever,  is  at  prefent  in  Agitation. 

It  cannot  be  forgot  that  the  profound  Mr.  Osborne 
mounted  the  Stage  lail  Summer,    upon  this  Occafion, 

and 
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and  made  a  filly  Zaiiyh  Speech  about  Excifes,  without 
Head  or  Tail,  to  the  great  Diverli on  cf  the Publick.  I 
^vas  however  in  Hopes  that  He  would  have  been  pre- 
vail'd  upon  by  his  Friends^  not  to  expofe  Himfelf  any- 
more in  iuch  an  indecent  Manner  ;  and,  indeed,  I 
began  to  entertain  fome  Opinion  of  his  Prudence  and 
Bifcretion,  from  his  long  Silence  on  this  Head;  but  his 
Lyi  Paper  haih  quite  undone  Kim  with  Me  again,  and 
confirm'd  the  Truth  of  an  old  Obfervation,  that  it  is 
impoffible  to  get  the  better  of  IJatiire. 

He  tell  us  with  a  very  grave  Face,  at  the  End  of  this 
Paper,  that  He  hath  aEied  the  Part  of  a  fair  and  honell 
Mediator,  in  the  prejent  Dijpute  ;  That  is,  He  hath 
talk'd  backwards  and  forwards  upon  the  Subjedlof  ^x- 
cifcs  for  two  or  three  Columns  together,  and  left  it  at 
lall  jufl;  where  He  found  it,  without  bringing  the  diffe- 
rent Parties  a.  Step  nearer  to  one  another,  and  Only 
giving  us  to  underftand,  that  He  does  not  know  what  ta 
think  of  it  Himfelf 

flaving  fet  out,  in  his  ufual  Strain,  with  a  Definition 
oi private  and  publick  Wifdom,  He  proceeds  to  the  Point-, 
and  informs  us,  thatM.tx\  mVowtr  Jhould  confder,  not 
only  what  is  for  the  real  Benefit  of  the  Nation,  but  Jhculd 
pa]  fome    Regard  to   the  Humours,  Inclinations,  and 
Prejudices  of  the  People ,  —  On  the  other  Hand,  He 
obferves,  with  the  fame  Penetration,  that  this  Condefcen- 
tion  foould  not  be  carrfdfofar  as  to  depart  from  ^^hat  is 
right ;  for  to  lay  aiide  Schemes,  which  appear  upon  the 
whole  for  the  Benefit  and  Advantage  of  the  Nation,  only 
hecauje  the  People  are  generally  againft  the?n,  and  make 
a  Noife  in  the  Dark,  Jhezvs  Pufillanimity,  and  Want  cf 
Abiiiiies,  ^?;7i/ Refolution  to  ferve  the  Publick -,  it  is  mean 
and  inglorious.  —  Now,  hear  Him  again,  on  tlie  other 
Side.  ^^—But  then  it  pould  be  well  confider''d,  whether 
the  Schem.e  is  right  upon  the  whole  ;  whether  what  is 
got  one  V/r^y,  is  not   loft  another  ;  zvhether  it  is  7iot 
b titer  to  lofe  lorae  Advantage  to  the  Publick,  or  bear  zcith 
fome  Frauds  in  Duties,  rather  than  opprefs^  or  grieve 

L  3  '  the 
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the  SubjeB  by  a  new  Manr;er  of  collefling,  terrible  i?t 

Appreheiifion^  and,  ferkaps,  in  Fafi  burthenfc?ne  to  Them- 

Jel-ves  and  Pofierity  —  Bat  let  us  fee  once  more  how  He 

comes  round  about  again. //  is  abfurd,  fays  He, 

to  irnagijie  that  Minifleis,  if  They  only  regarded  their 
own  Inter  eft,  ft^outd  enter  into  Meafures,  which  will  Jet  . 
all  the  trading  Part  of  the  Nation  againft  Them.  He 
telis  us  likewife,  that  it  is  faid,  by  the  Friends  of  the 
Minillry,  that  this  Scheme  is  highly  advaiitageous  to  the 
hit er eft  of  the  fair  and  honeft  Traders ;  that  it  will  bring 
■  in  near  four  hundred  thoufand  Pounds  a  Year  upon  the 
frefent  Duties  j  and,  in  fhcrt,  that  if  ever  the  Minifters 
were  right  in  any  Thing,  for  the  Good  of  the  Nation,  They 

are  right  in  This. You  fee  how  adroitly  He  goes 

through  ■  his    Evolutions.  —  To  the  Right.  —  To    the 

Left.  —  To  the  Right  again. About  as  'jou  were. 

The  Subilance  of  his  Mediation,  as  far  as  I  can  col- 
\t^  his  Meaning  from  a  Jumble  of  incoherent  Words, 
feems  to  be ;  that  however  terrible  this  Scheme  may  be 
in  Apprehenfion,  or,  perhaps,  in  Faft,  the  People  of 
Great  Britain  ought  to  give  Themfelves  no  Vneafinefs  a- 
hout  it ',  becaufe  it  fee?ns  very  improbable  to  Him,  that 
the  ^/WmSixj  foould  e?igagein  a  Schemte,  detrimental  to 
the  Publick  ;  that  They  ought  not  to  meet  in  Bodies  all 
ever  the  K:ingdo?n,  (which  is  ca'l'd  Bullying  Men  in 
Pozver)  and  rcfolve  ftrenuoufty  to  oppofe  aii  imaginary 
Monfler,  in  any  Form  or  Shape ;  but  to  wait  zvith  Pa- 
Hence,  till  the  Scheme  is  laid  before  the  publick,  that  f 9 
They  may  hiow  what  to  encounter  j  that  if  any  Part  of  it 
fhould  appear  to  be  againft  the  Inter  eft  of  Trade,  ^r  the 
EafeofVr?At\\Titv.,  They  zvillhave  full  Liberty  to  make 
their  ObjeBions  ',  andifTheyca?i'tgetit\xid  a  fide.  They 
may  he  able  to  obtain  Inch  AlLerations  as  zuill  give  TJxm 
SatisfaBion. 

What  a  fine  Syftem  o^ public k  V/ifdo?n  is  here  exhibit- 
ed to  us;  and  how  worthy  of  a  Man,  who  pretends  to 
uncommon  Stri(5^ners  of  Reafoning  ?  Mr.  Osborne,  in- 
deed, hath  long  ago  proved  Himfeif  a  fnecr  old  Babe  in 

Politicks  i 
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politicks ;  but  it  was  natural  to  fuppofe,  at  leaft,  that 
He  could  not  be  ignorant  of  the  old  School-Maxim, 
PrincipHs  objla  ;  or,  veimnti  occurrite  Morbo.  Inflead 
of  Thi^,  He  advifes  us  to  trull  intirely  to  a  good  Confti' 
tuticn,  and  let  the  Diibmper  run  on  to  a  Crijis,  before 
We  apply  any  Remedy.  —  Nothing'  but  the  Importance 
of  the  Subjeft  could  hive  induced  Me  to  take  fo  much 
Notice  of  luch  an  inconjlftent  Jargon  ofSophifiry ;  which 
muft  be  my  Apology  for  making  a  ^qw  more  general 
Oblervations  on  the  lame  Head. 

It  is  the  undoubted  Privilege  of  EngUJhmen  to  peti-| 
tlon  the  Parliament,  and  apply  to  their''  Reprefmtatives 
in  all  Cafes,  where  They  apprehend  their  Interejis,  or 
Liberties,  to  be  concern'd,  'This  Privilege  is  coeval  with 
Parliaments  themielves,  and  imply 'd  in  the  very  Term 
ol  Reprejentatl'-jes.  It  hath  been  often  afTerted,  upon 
important  Occafions,  and  fully  coniirm'd  to  us  by  fe- 
veral  Refolutions  of  Parliament;  particularly  by  the 
Bill  of  Rights,  at  the  late  glorious  Revolution. 

hs  therefore  the  mercantile  Part  of  the  Kingdom  are 
flilly  v/arranted  in  their  Conduft,  upon  this  Occafion, 
by  the  fundamental  Majdms  of  our  Conftitution,  and 
the  frequent  Praftice  of  former  Times;  fo  I  think  They 
have  diftingui&'d  their  Prudence  in  the  Cour/e  q^  this 
Oppofition,.  which  They  began  at  the  ?noft proper  Time, 
ard  have  carry'd  on  in  the  mofc  dutiful  zrA  peaceable 
Manner,  though  with  great  Vigour,  and  without  any 
Regard  to  Party-Conf  derations. 

As  to  Poi?it  of  Time,  They  had  the  Example  of  the 
Druggijfs  before  their  Eyes,  v/ith  Regard  to  the  Tea- 
Jl-^l  who  waited  with  Patience  till  the  Scheme  was 
?nade  publick,  according  to  Mr.  Osborne\  Advice,  and 
then  made  their  Objeiflions  againil  it  ;  but  v»-cre  neither 
able  to  get  it  laid  afide,  nor  lo  ohl^m.  fuch  Alterations 
as  gave  The.m  Satisfr.clion.  For  ihis  Reafon,  the  Mer- 
chants and  Traders,  who  apprehend  Them  elves  in 
J):Kr\^^^{\om^(iprefentochcme,  have  had  Rccourfe  to 
£no:her   Method,   by  applying  to  their  ozvn  particular 

Reprefentatiz'eSg 
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Rcprefentaiives^  whom  They  have  a  Right  to  addrefs, 
and  even  tnftruB,  upon  iiich  Occaiions,  according  to 
antient  and  laudable  Cuilom. 

Neither  ought  This  to  be  call'd  making  a  Noife  hi  the 
dark,  or  encou?itering  an  ifnaghiary  Moiifter.  They  are 
convinced  by  fatal  Experience  that  it  is  no  Speare,  or 
Phantom  of  their  ozun  hnaginatlcn,  vvhich  They  have 
been  oppoiing,  but  a  real  Beaft  of  Prey  ;  and  will  ne- 
ver be  perfuaded  to  let  Him  into  their  Houfes,  of  their 
own  Accord,  under  any  Pretences  that  He  liiall  be 
made  gentle,-  or  difabied  from  hurting  Them.  They 
know  Him  to  be  a  fierce,  intraftable  Creature,  of  the 
Panther  Kind,  whom  no  Arts  can  tame ;  and  though  his 
7'eeth  and  Claws  fnould  be  blunted  for  the  prefent,  they 
v/ill  foon  grov/  again.  _      ' 

In  plain  Terms,  nobody  can  be  now  ignorant  of  the 
Nature  of  this  Projefi ;  which  is  to  turn  rhe  prefent 
Courfe  of  the  Law,  with  Regard  to  the  Ctiftofns,  into 
another  Channel ',  and  therefore  the  trading  Part  of  the 
Nation  mull:  be  allow'd  to  have  adted  not  only  a  zoife, 
but  a  'fuft  Part,  in  endeavouring  to  prevent  it,  by  all 
dutiful  d,n6.  lazuful  Methods,  under  any  chape ^  or  Pretense 
zvhatfoever ;  lor  if  this  Scheme,  or  any  fuch  Scheme, 
ihould  take  Effe£l,  it  will  be  abfolutely  indifferent  to 
^hem,  whether  the  Projectors  ihall  think  fit  to  call  it 
an  Excife,  an  Inland  Duty,  or  a  Ware-houfe  Duty  ;  or 
whether  their  Properties  (hall  be  fubjefted  to  the  Power 
of  Co?nmiJf  oners,  Infpe£iors,  or  other  Officers  of  the 
Crown,  It  is  their  Defirf^  that  no  Alteration  of  this 
Kindv^^j  be  made  at  all  i  but  that  They  may  continue 
to  have  the  free  Difpofal  of  their  own  Goods,  after  the 
Duties  are  paid,withQ-at  being  liable  to  the  Inquifition  of 
vexatious,  little  5}v^;;/j,- vefied  Vvith  an  arbitrary  Power 
to  diflarb  Them  at  any  Time  in  their  Buftnefs,  or  to 
pry  into  the  Secrets  of  their  Trade  j  and  that  if  any  Dif- 
ferences ihould  happen  to  arife  between  the  Crown  and 
the  Subjeti,  they  may  be  determined  in  the  antient  Man- 
ner, by  a  Jury,  and  in  the  ordinary  Courts  of  Jufiice, 

This 
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This  is  what  They  have 'requeued  of  their  Reprefen^ 
tatk'es,  in  the  moft  pathetick  Manner ;  and  what  They 
rely  on  the  Honour  and  ytiftke  of  Parliament  to  fecure 
to  Them.  It  cannot  therefore  be  thought  that  any  lit- 
■  tie  Variations,  in  the  Meihod  of  executing  this  Scheme, 
will  give  Them  SatisBftion,  if  any  of  thofe  ejfential 
Points  fnould  be  made  a  Part  of  it.  The  Scheme  itfelf 
is  built  on  a  Supp'ofition  that  ^ome  extraordinary  ad- 
difmial  Pozvers  are  requiiite  to  prevent  Frauds  in  the 
Revenue,  as  the  Laws  (land  at  prefent]  and  though  the 
Projcolors  may  be  induced  to  qualify  them,  at  iirir, 
with  fo?7ie  RpJiriBioiis,  they  will  be  foon  removed,  if  it 
fiiould  be  found  ijnprafticable  to  execute  their  Scheme  in 
it's  full  Force  with  ilich  a  Clog  upon  it  5  for  We  muil 
expect  to  hear  it  argued  with  great  Plaufibility,  in  fuch 
a  Caie,  x^vdXfince  the  Parliament  hath^h ought  jit  to  make 
fome  Regulations  in  the  Manner  of  colkSiing  the  Revenue^ 
it  would  be  unreafonable  to  refufe  the  Crown  a  fufficient 
Tower  to  put  them  in  Execution, 

Befides,  if  an  Excife  fhould  be  laid  on  fome  Com- 
modities, under  fuch  ReftriBions,  I  leave  the  Projectors 
themfelves  to  confider,  whether  thofe  Perfons,  v/ho  are 
now  under  the  plenary  Powers  of  Excife,  would  not 
have  Reafon  to  complain  of  Inequality^  and  a  Right  to 
expedl  ihtfame  Indulgences,  in  their  Favour. «—  I  might 
even  ask  Them,  whether  nothing  of  this  Kind  hath  ap- 
peared already  amongll  the  Dealers  in  excife  able  Com- 
modities. 

Let  no  Mm  therefore  deceive  Himfelf,.  or  endeavour 
to  deceive  Others,  by  little  temporary  Expedients,  in  a 
Point  of  fuch  infinite  Importance  to  the  Trade,  Inter efi 
and  Liberty  of  the  whole  Nation. 

I  cannot  conclude  better  than  by  putting  my  Readers 
in  Mind  of  the  Trojan  Horse.  It  is,  indeed,  a 
very  old  Story,  but  a  very  good  one,  and  applicable  ta 
all  Cafes  of  the  fame  Nature.  Let  us  remember,  my 
Countrymen,  that  one  of  the  moft  famous  Cities  in  the 
World  was  abfolutely  dellroy'd  by  that  Sratagem,  after 
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it  had  refifted  a  Siege  often  Years.  Let  us  alio  refleft 
that  the  l^rojans  were  drawn  hito  this  fatal  Snare  by  the 
plaufible  Tale  of  an  ipipudent,  Iyi?ig  Fellow,  who  made 
the  ftrongeft  ProfeiTions  oi  Friendjhip,  and  pretended  to 
have  nothing  fo  much  at  Heart  as  their  Prefervation. 
But  We  cannot- be  deluded  in  the  fame  Manner.  We 
know  what  a  Genep.al  Excise  is,  and  cannot  be 
ignorant  that  it  hath  an  Army  in  its  Belly.  Let  us 
therefore  keep  a  conftant  Guard  at  the  Gates ;  and  if 
another  Sinon  fhould  endeavour  to  introduce y^ri'  a  Mon- 
Jfer  amongit  us,  under  any  fpecious  Pretences  whatfo- 
ever,  let  us  reject  his  Offers  with  the  utmoft  Indigna- 
tion ;  for  if  We  fhould  once  admit  Him  within  our 
Walls,  it  will  be  almoll  impoffible  to  efcape  the  fame 
Fate  with  that  unhappy  People.  D. 

7H  IS  is  to giz'e  Notice  that  the  No rfolk  Device 
(being  a  curious y  new-invented  Injirument,  for  gaug- 
ing any  Vejfel,  without  damaging  the  Liquor)  will  foon 
be  expofed  to  Sale  by  Mr.  Judas  Cocquet,  lately  arrived 
from  Lynn-Regis,  at  his  great  Warehoufe  near  Wine- 
Office-Court  in  Fleet-flreet. 

Where  may  likewife  be  had. 
All  Sorts  of  Dlmenfion-Books,  Brafs-Plates,  Sliding- 
Rules,  numerical  Canes,  and  other  fnathematical  Inflru- 
ments,  proper  for  Gentlemen  of  the  Excife,  approved  and 
recom7?iended  by  the  honourable  Sir  John  Mundungus, 
Knt.  and  Humphry  Fitz-Drug,  Ejlj; 

N,  B,  It  beijig  expeSled  that  there  will  foon  be  a  ge- 
neral  Demand  for  thefe  Commodities,  the /aid  Judas 
Cocquet  hath  provided  a  very  large  ^lantit'^  for  the  pr^- 
fent,  and  the  Town  may  depend  on  being  confl arl^ly  jupply  d 
with  them  at  rcafonable  Rates., 


Satur«dat^ 
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To    CALEB   D\^NVERS,    £/fi 
Mr.  D'A  N  V  E  R  s^ 


f^^0^^^  F  your  Paper  is  not  particularly  engaged 

'^^%j^^^^   ''"^^t  Week,  give  me  Leave  to  make  a 

few  Obiervations  on  a  Letter,  publifh'd 

in  the  Courant  of  January  the  22d,and 

lignM  Carus. 

It  feems,  you  condefcended  to  ^e- 
flow  fome  Remarks  on  this  Gentleman  in  the  Jecomi 
IP  art  of  your  Argument  againfl  Excise?,  and  in- 
timated that  you  ,took  Him  to  be  an  Irip-man,  by  his 
Manner  ofWritiiig,  and  the  i\^^;/;^FIe  affamed  j  which, 
as  you  oblerved,  is  only  a  Latin  Word  for  dear  ycy. 

This  Refledlion  put  the  Gentleman  into  great  Wrath, 
and  obliged  Him,  as  Ke  tells  us,  to  do  Him-felf  JuHice 
againfi:  the  bafeft^  f^lC(^fl  ^rd  mofi  fcandakus  AJperjlons, 
'that  ever  dropt  from  the  Fen  of  a  Man,  who  makes  Li- 
belling his  Bujinefs  ;  though,  by  the  Way,  I  cannot 
help  thinking  that  they  are  more  likely  to  drop  from 
the  Pen  of  fuch  a  Man  than  from  one,  who  does  not 
make  Libelling  his  Bufinefs.  Neither  can  I  conceive 
that  calli«ig  Him  an  Irijh?nan,  or  even  a  Blunderer,  are 
Calumnies  of  fuch  a  bafe  2xA  feapdalous  "Nature,  though 
the  Fa6l  fhould  happen  to  be  falfe. 

He  endeavours  to  purge  Himfelf  from  this  Afperlion 
by  a  Strain  of  Wit,  and  tells  us  that  He  takes  this 
Criiicifm  on  his  Name  to  be  an  humble  Imitation  of  that 
taking  Joke  in  /i>^  Recruiting  Officer,  that  Ca  solus 
is  Latin  for  Queen  Anne.    Now?  I  always  thought 
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the  Humour  of  that  Jell  lay  in  the  Ignorance  of  Serjeant 
Kite ;  for  Carolus  \%  not  Latin  for  Queen  Anne,  though 
Cams  is  for  dear  Joy ;  and  therefore  the  Iniinuation 
that  you  know  no  more  of  Latm  than  Serjeant  Kite  is, 
I  think,  as  l>a/e,  falfe  and  Jcandalous  an  AJperJion,  as 
your  charging  Him  with  being  a  blundering  Iripman. 

He  then  proceeds  very  gravely  to  the  Difcovery  of 
his  Reafons  for  alTumin^  that  Appellation  ;  and  obferves 
rightly  enough,  in  his  own  Defence,  that  He  cannot 
fee  any  'Thing  in  the  Word  Carus,  which  looks  lefs  honejl, 
cr  hwffenfwe,  than  in  William,  Caleb,  Nicholas,  or 
any  other  Name  whatfoever. — But  what  chieSy  occa- 
fion'd  this  Letter  is  the  following  Affertion. 

As  to  what  the  Craftfman  intimates  of  my  being  an 
Irifhman  ;  That  is ^  like  Abundance  of  other  Things  He 
ii/Jerts,  an  impudent  Faljhood.  I  neither  am  a  Native 
€f  that  Kingdom,  fwrfo  much  as  ever  fet  my  Foot  in  it. 

This,  Sir,  is  fo  impudent  a  Falfbood,  ( to  ufe  his 
•ovvm  Words )  that  it  provoked  Me  to  expofe  Him  in 
publick  ;  for  of  all  Men  in  the  World  I  hate  a  Lyar, 
and  one,  who  difozvns  his  Country.  As  for  this  V/riter, 
I  know  Him  to  be  not  only  born  and  bred  in  Ireland^ 
but  one  of  the  old  Natives,  or  Aborigines  of  that  King- 
dom. His  Father  kept  a  Potatce-Shop  at  a  little  Vil- 
lage, in  the  County  of  Donnegal^  and  having  a  nu- 
merous Family,  a  Gentleman  of  m.y  Acquaintance  in 
the  Neighbourhood  took  this  Son  into  his  Family,  to 
run  of  Errands.  The  Boy  proving  a  pert  young  Lad, 
my  Frknd  had  fom.e  Hopes  of  Him  i  and,  being  a 
Gentleman  of  a  charitable  Difpofition,  put  him^  to  a 
Grammar-School,  where  He  learn'd  to  read,  and 
pickM  up  a  little  Latin  ;  but  growing  untowardly  after- 
wards, and  having  plaid  fome  Pranks  there,  which  I 
ihali  conceal  at  prefent,  He  was  obliged  to  leave  that 
Country,  and  came  over  to  England,  to  feek  his  For- 
tune. About  nine  or  ten  Months  ago,  I  met  Him  in 
the  Park  in  very  good  Plight,  and  fprucely  drefb. 
Being  foniev/hat  fjrprized   at  iuch  a  Si^ht,    I  founU 
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upon  Enquiry  that  He  had  been  recommended  to 
Mr.  Trapiazv,  the  Sollicitor,  and  was  admitted  a 
Member  of  his  Ckib  in  Holbarn. 

This,  Sir^  lean  prove  by  ind  ifpu  table  Evidence  ; 
but  without  giving  You,  or  the  Publick,  that  Trouble, 
I  will  undertake  to  demonftrate  from  the  Paper  now 
before  Me,  that  Nobody  but  a  do-zvnright  Bog-trotter 
could  have  been  the  Author  of  it. 

In -the  ill  ft  Place,  He  tells  us,  that  He  is  not  ac- 
qunin-ed  zvith  the  Gentleman,  agapift  whom  your  Satire 
vjas  plntcd. — If  therefore  you  miiiook  your  Af<«,»?,  and 
pointed  your  Satire  at  the  2urcitg  Obi e Si,  what  hath 
this  Writer  to  do  Vv'ith  it  j  or  how  was  it  incumbenton 
Hiin  to  clear  Himfelf  from  an  Afperlion,  which  was 
not  aim'd  at  Him,  and  could  not  be  applyM  to  Flim, 
unlefb  He  hath  had  'the  Vanity  to  take  the  Merit  of 
thoje  Fapers  to  Him.felf  amonglt  his  Acquaintance  ?- — 
He  might  have  continued  in  perpetual  Obfcurity,  \i 
He  pleafed,  and  Nobody  could  have  laugh'd  at  Him, 
in  particular,  for  the  ridiculous  Figure  He  made  in 
your  Writings. 

He  adds,  that  whatez'er  ?ny  Style  may  in  the 
Courant  have  6'/' //^^  Hibernian  Caft,  I  aver  that  m-^ 
Writings,  on  another  Occa^^n,  have  been  copied  in  Fog, 
mid  recommended  in  the  Craftlmaa.  — J  wiih  He  had 
been  pleafed  to  Ipecify  thojs  Writings,  that  the  Publick 
might  judge  of  them ;  but  I  will  venture  to  anfwer  for 
both  of  you,  that  they  were  not  in  Favour  o'i  Excifes^ 
or  ftnnding  Jr?nies  i  and  therefore  This  can  be  look'd 
upon  only  as  a  blundering  ConfelTion  that  Fie  hath 
turnM  his  Coat,  fmce  his  Admittance  into  the  mini- 
Jierial  Club. 

I  fhall  take  ^Notice  of  but  (^ne  Parffige  more,  to  prove 
-his  Extradion  ;  and  That  is  where  He  calls  upon  his 
,  Countrymen,  to  re?nark  how  readily  you  fall  into  p  e  r  bo- 
na l  Invective,  though  you  have  not  the  le aft  Know- 
ledge of  the  Man,  whom  you  defame.  —  Ubooboo,  upo' 
my  Shoul,   dear  Joy,   the  Brogue  is  upon    your  Pen. 

Vo  L.    X.  M  Perfonal 
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Perfonal  InveBhe  without  any  kind  Q'i  f  erf  on  al  Know- 
ledge is  certainly  an  Iridfm.  It  puts  me  in  Mind  of 
Father  Foigard,  in  the  Stratagem,  who  endea\'Our'd  - 
to  pals  Himfelf  off  for  the  Son  of  a  Bargomailer  of" 
Brujfels-i  and  being  charged  with  going  to  School  at 
^Tippei'ary,  cryM  out  by  Way  of  Triumph,  ?io,  no, 
^oy,   it  vas  Kilkenny. 

I  cannot  conclude,  without  acquainting  yen  that  I 
am  myfelf  the  Son  of  an  Efiglijhfr.an,  born  in  Ireland^ 
and  therefore  have  a  natural  Afxedlion  for  both  King- 
doms. I  am  far  from  being  pleaied  to  fee  any  national 
Reiledlions  cafl  on  either  -,  and  muft  do  you,  5'/r,  the 
Jufiice  to  obferve,  that  you  have  been  very  fparing  of 
thofe  fafnionable  Sarcafms ;  but  when  fuch  zjhamelefiy 
fihjurd  Creature  as  this  Cams  fets  up  for  a  Writer^  and 
pretends  to  reafon,  I  am  not  furprized  at  the  Imputa- 
tions iix'd  on  rny  native  Country.  If  He  fhould  perfift 
in  fuch  abandon'd  Falflioods,  He  muil  expefl  to  fee 
Ills  true  Name  publilli'd  at  Length,  with  fome  other 
Circumftances  of  his  Life,  which  I  have  hitherto  con- 
ceal'd,  in  Hopes  of  his  Amendment;  and  to  ftew 
Him  that  I  am  ready  to  jufiify  v/hat  I  have  faid,  I 
Ihall  fubfcribe  my  ov/n  Name  to  this  Letter,  being, 

5  /  i?,  your  confiant  Reader, 

and  humble  Servant, 
Arthur''^  Coffee-hcufe, 
N.  inTiccadilly.  Patrick  Briton; 


To    CALEB  D'ANVERS,    EJqj 

SIR, 

AS  the  late  Ad:,   for-  the    hettir    Regulation   (f 
Juries,    is  near  expiring,    and  you  have  fre- 
i^ufintly  mentioii'd  it  in  your  Writings,    on  different 


Accounts, 


N^  344.     ^he  C  R  A  F  t  S  M  A  1^.  I  3J^ 

Accounts,    I  prcfume   ibme  Thoughts  on  that  SubjcA 
wiil  not  be  dilagreeable  at  preicnt. 

The  A5t  itfelf  was  certainly  well  defign'd,  and  excel-- 
lently  calculated,  in  general,  to  reilore  the  Ufe.  oi  Juries 
to  then-  primitive  Inllitution,  of  proteding  the  Liber- 
ties. Properties  and  Lives  of  Englijhmen.  For  this  Pur- 
pole,  ..it  was  made  temporaiy  at  firft,  ^ov  three  Tears 
only,  in  order  to  fee  whether  it  would  produce  the  in- 
tendel  Efteft  ;.  and  a  ju-t  Exception  having  been  taken 
to  a  C//?&'/'^  in  it,  concerning  Spec  1  a i^  Juries,  which 
may  be  hereafrer  turn'd  to  the  Prejudice  of  the  Suhje^,, 
We  have  Reaibn  to  hope  that  our  Repfefentatives  wnll 
take  fome  efreftual  Method  for  fecuring  us  againil  any 
fuch  Danger,  in  Cafe  They  fhould  think  fit  to  continue' 
this  LaW;  as  I  hope  Thev  will.  —  The  Claufe  I  mean- 
runs  in  the  following  Words. 

*'  And   whereas  fome  Doubt  hath  been  conccU'Cd* 
**  touching  the  Power  of  his  Majefiy's  Courts   of  L:tw 
^'  at  Weftminftery  to  appoint  Juries  to  be   ftruck  before 
"  the  Clerk  of  the  Crcwn,  Majier  of  the  Ojfce,  Fro- 
■  *•  thonotaries,  or  other  proper  Ofiicer  of  iuch  refpeflive 
**  Courts,  for  the  Trial  of  limes  depending  in  x]\q  faid 
*'  Courts,  without  the  Confent  of  the  Profecutor,  or 
"  Parties   cDncern'd   in  the   Profecution,  or  Suit  thea 
"  depending,  unle's  fuch  IlTues  are  tobetry'd  at  the  Bar 
*•'  of  the  fame  Courts  ;  be  it  declared  and  ena(fled  -by 
"  the  Authority  aforefaid,  that  it  fhall  and  may  be  law- 
"  ful   to  and  for  "his  Majefly's  Courts  of  King^s  Bench, 
*'  Common  Fleas,  and  Exchequer^  at   Wefrninfer,  re- 
*'  fpeftively,  upon  Motion  made  on  Behalf  of  his  Ma- 
"  jefty,  his  Heirs,  or  Succeffors,  or  on  the  Motion  of 
*'  any  Profecutor,  or  Defendant,  in  any  Indidlment,  or 
*'  Information  for  any  Mi 'demeanor,  or  Information  in 
**  the  Nature  of  a  ^0  Warranto  depending,  or  to  be 
**  brought,  or  profecuted  in  the  faid  Court  of  Exchequer^ 
**  or  on  the  Motion  of  any  Plaintiff,  or  Plaintiffs,  De- 
"  fendant,  or  Defendants,  in  any  Aflion,  Caufe,  or  Suit 
*'  w^hatfoever,  depending  or  to  be  brought  and  carry'd 
*'  on  in  the  faid  Courts  oi  Kin^s  Bench,  Common  Fleas, 
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^*  and  Exchequer^  or  in  any  of  them  i  and  the  fa  id 
*'  Courts  are  hereby  refpefti\'cly  authorized  and  re- 
"  quired>  upon  Motion  asaforefaid,  in  any- of  the  Cafes 
*'  before -mentioned,  to  order  and  appoint  a  yury  to  be- 
**  ftruck,  before  the  proper  Ofiicer  of  each  refpeftive 
*'  Court,  for  the  Trial  of  any  Illue  join'd  in  any  of  the 
**  faid  Cafes,  and  triable  by  a  Jury  of  twelve  Meriy  in 
**  fuch  Manner  as  Speciax  Juries  have  been,  and  are 
"  ufually  ilruck  in  fuch  Courts  relpedively,  upon 
"  Trials  at  Bar  had  in  the  faid  Courts  ;  which  faid 
**  Jurics,{o  itruck  asaforefaid,  fhall  be  the  ^7//j  re- 
*•  tarn'd    for  the  Trial  of  the  faid  Ifme. 

The  rhief  Provifion  o^  this  A5i  is,  in  a  great  Me^- 
fure,  defeated  by  the  Claufe  now  recited  j  and  no  Man 
can  depend  on  being  try'd,  in  any  Cafe,  whether 
crimhial  or  otlicrwilCj  by  a  Jury  to  be  chofen  by  Ballot ; 
for  We  fee  that  tlie  Judges  are-obliged  to  order  a  fpeclal 
Jury  to~be  itruck  by  their  ozvn  OffuerSy  in  the  former 
Manner,  upon  the  Motion  of  either  Party. 

It  is  therefore  hoped  that  when  this  Lazv  comes  again 
under  the  Confidcraiion  of  Parliament,  the  Clav.fe  be- 
fore-mentioned will  be  either  left  out,  or  limited  in  fuch 
a  Manner  as  to  prevent  the  bad  Elleih  of  it,  by  ex- 
cepting all  Cafes,  where  the  Crown  is  concern'd,  or 
rcftraining  the  Judges  from  granting  a  fpecial  Jury^  un- 
iefs  both  Parties  coniQwt  to  it. 

J.  .  I  am,   SIR,  &c.  Anglicits, 


Saturday? 
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N^345»    Saturday,  Feb,  lO,  1732-3. 

To  CALEB     D'ANVERS,    E/^; 

SIR,  ■ 

I  Hen  the  People  find  Themfelves  generally 
aggrieved.  They  are  apt  to  manifeft  their 
Relentment  in  Jiityrical  Ballads,  Allego- 
ries, By-fay ings,  and  ironical  Points  of 
low  Wit.  They  fometimes  go  farther, 
and  break  out  into  hieroglyphical  Ex= 
preflions  of  their  Anger  againil  the  Per/on,  whona  They 
conceive  to  be  the  Projeflor  of  any  Injury  done,  or  in- 
tended to  be  done  Them. 
Neither  is  it  prudent  in  a 


77jler  to  negle£t,  or 
defpife  fuch  Ebullitions  o^  popular  Refentment,  I  think 
it  behoves  a  Politician ^  v/hofe  PaiTions  are  not  much 
llronger  than  his  Reafon,  not  only  to  read  thofe  Fables 
and  Allegories,  under  which  his  Chara6ler  is  exhibited 
to  the  World,  but  to  regard  them  with  the  greateft 
Attention,  for  his  own  Safety,  as  well  as  the  publick 
Good.  Epidemical  Cla?;iour,  as  it  is  generally  founded 
on  a  jiiil  Caufe,  is  a  Spirit  not  eafily  to  be  laid,  or  fa-- 
tisfy'd,  without  taking  its  Revenge  on  the  Perfon,  who 
raifed  it. 

The  general  Aver fi on  of  the  People,  at  this  Time,. 
againil:  p lying  their  Taxes  by  way  of  Excife,  or  to  any 
Scheme  for  extending  the  Z-^et^j  ^^av//^,  hath  difco- 
ver'd  itfelf  in  the  Manner  I  have  defcribed.  One  can- 
not vvalk  the  Streets  without  hearing  fome  Uitle,  gibing 
Piece  of  Wit,  or  feeing  fome  Droll-Emblem,  defign'd  to 
express  the  general  Dillike  of  the  People  to  this  Sort  oj 
Taxation, 
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As  I  was  fauntering  fome  Days  ago  through  Li^Kohi' s- 
Inn-fields^,  I  law  a  Groupe  of  People,  who  leem'd  to  be 
exceedingly  delighted  with  a  little,  political  Ditty, 
chaunted  oat  to  Them  in  a  rough  Bafe,  and  containing 
feveral  humorous  Reflections  on  this  ProjeSl ;  which 
was  reprefented  to  Them  on  a  wooden  Cut,  ( by  V/ay 
of  Frontifplece)  under  the  Figure  of  a  devouring  D'/'agon, 
with  feveral  Heads.  This  Monfter  drew  a  Chariot  ;  in 
which  fat  a  very  portly  Per/on,  receiving  prodigious 
Sums  of  Gold,  which  ifllied  from  one  of  the  Mouths  of 
the  Beajl,  and  fhower'd  direftly  into  his  Lap.  The 
Chaunter  and  his  Audience  feem'd  extremely  pleafed 
with  each  other,  and  did  not  part  till  He  had  dilpofed 
of  all  his  Goods. 

I  was  no  fooner  got  into  Holhourn  than  I  met  with 
another  Croud  of  People  about  a  TobacconiJT^  Shop,  who 
had  drawn  Them  thither  by  a  ne-w  Device  on  his  prin- 
ted Papers,  adapted  to  the  prefent  Occalion.  I  per- 
ceived the  Populace  were  highly  pleafed  with  the  ]okc^ 
and  moil  of  Them  laid  out  a  Fenny  with  the  IMan,.  to 
encourage  Him.  Curiofity  induced  me  to  follow  their 
Exaiii^e,  and  I  found  my  Tobacco  adorned  with  a  ty- 
pical Lampoon  on  the  fame  Subjedl:.  It  conlifted  of 
three  zoooden  Shoes  inclofed  in  a  Mantle,  like  a  Coat  of 
Arms^  fupported  by  an  Excifeman  properly  habited,  on 
one  Side,  and  a  Grenadier,  on  the  other,  with  thefe 
Words  as  a  Motto,  ''sBlood,  V/e'lV fiajidThem  all. 

I  was  likewife  told  by  a  Gentleman,  whom  I  met  in 
the  Street,  th^t  a  Vintner  of  .his  Acquaintance  hath  pro- 
jeded  a'  curious  new  Sign,  in  the  Rebus  Way,  repre- 
senting a  Man  upon  a  Scaifold,  with  his  Head  lopt  off  s- 
i.  e.  Excifed;  and  the  fame  Humour  is  becoming 
general  about  Town. 

After  This,  I  made  a  Vifit  in  the  City,  where  fome 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen  were  diverting  themlelves  at 
^adrille.  1  found  They  had  changed  the  very  Terms 
of  the  Game,  and  feem'd  to  indulge  Themlelves  in 
this  falhionable  Satire.    Spadille  was  calfd  xhcProjsBor  5 

the 


N°345«    ^^  Craftsman.         i^p 

the  other  Matadores  had  the  Honour  of  being  ftyled 
Conmijfioners  \  and  when  any  one  was  Beejied,  He  was, 
in  their  L?inguage,  'Excifed. 

At  Supper,  They  preferved  the  fame  Allufion.  A  . 
Lady  told  US  very  ferioiifly  that,  coming  from  Hafnp- 
fiead  that  Morning,  Ihe  had  been  vlfited  on  the  Road 
by  a  CollcElor,  who  was  very  generous,  having  excifed 
only  two  Guineas  out  of  ten,,  which  ihe  had  in  her 
Purfe  ;  and  that,  upon  her  expreffing  fome  Surprize  at 
his  Civility  in  not  taking  the  whole,  when  it  was  in  his 
Power;  *^  Madam,  faid  He,  I  roh  like  a  Gentleman^ 
"  /  ajfnre  you  I  do  not  belong  to  the  Projector  ; 
*'  /  am  ?wne  of  his  Gang. 

We  then  fell  into  Dilcourfe  about  the  prefent  epide- 
mical Difiemper,  which  is  commonly  call'd  the  Excife 
Plague,  as  it  cuts  the  People  off  in  fo  terrible  a  Ad^anner. 
Ay,  faid  another  Lady,  with  a  very  grave  Countenance, 
it  is  no  more  than  what  We  might  expeft  this  Year, 
according  to  an  old  Proverb, 

*  When  my  ho slu  falls  into  my'hh'OY'^s  Lap^ 
England,   beware  of  a  great  Clap. 

Tills  .made  a  Gentleman  in  Company  fmile  a  little ; 
and  turning  to  m.e,  He  obferved  that  the  People  are  fo 
generally  exafperated  again  ft  this  Scheme ,  that  it  is 
grown  a  common  Term  of  Invedlive  and  Complainto 
The  Dijfenters,  faid  He,  call  the  %?-^^  an  Excise 
upon  Confcience,  and  Men  of  all  Denominations  apply 
it  to  That,  which  They  apprehend  to  be  mofl:  grievous 
and  burthenfome  to  Them. 

When  I  came  home,  I  perceived  myfelf  infe^led 
with  this  new  Way  of  talking.  1  ask'd  my  Servant  if 
'the  Exctfemnn  had  brought  me  any  Letters  this  Poft. 
■He  renly'd  there  were  none  ;  but  that  a  real  Officer  of 

the 
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as  it  happens  this  Tear. 
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t1:)e  Excife  had  been  there,  and  left  a  printed  Paper,  by 
which  He  gave  me  Leave  to  accept  of  half  a  Dozen 
Bottles  of -<^rr/5ri,  that  had  been  given  me  by  a  Friend. 
I  then  went  to  Bed,  not  a  little  confounded  with  thefe 
odd  Ideas  of  Dragons,  Chariots,  Excifes,  and  the  whole 
Crowd  of  Monfters,  that  had  been  thrull:  into  my  Head 
the  Day  before. 

Falling  into  a  profound  Sleep,  I  thought  myfelf  con- 
vey'd  into  a  very  magnificent  Anti-Chamber ;  at  the 
upper  End  of  which  fat  2l  goodly  "^fat  Perfonage  in  a  large 
Elbow-Chair,  fomewhat  in  Years,  and  not  unlike  the 
Figure,  which  I  had  obferved  the  Day  before,  in  the 
hlerogl'jphical  Chariot.  There  were  feveral  odd  Kind 
of  lliabby-looking  bufy  Fellows,  who  crowded  through 
his  Levee,  and  made  their  Way  to  Him,  cringing  and 
bowing  very  low.  At  firft,  I  took  Them  for  Petitioners, 
who  came  to  fue  for  a  Penfion,  or  a  Place  ;  but,  upon 
getting  a  little  nearer  to  Them,  I  found  by  tiie  Papers 
They  held  in  their  Hands-  that  They  were  Projeftors  of 
various  Schemes  for  rai/ing  Money.  I  faw  Labels  an- 
nex'd  to  their  feveral  Projefts,  on  which  were  written 
perpetual  Mortgages,  Capitations,  Poll 'Taxes,  &c.  They 
were  all  received  very  gracioufly  by  the  Man  in  the 
Chair,  who  told  Them  with  a  Smile,  not  yet,  and  ' 
putThem  off  for  the  prefent.  Immediately  after,  ano- 
ther very  whimfical  plump  Creature  came  buftling  and 
puffing  through  the  Room,  with  the  Term  Excisor 
written  in  Capitals  on  his  Breaft,  and  the  Words  Cof-~ 
-FEE,  Tea  and  Chocolate  inicribed,  in  the  fame 
Charafters,  on  his  Forehead.  "When  this  Phienojnenon 
approach'd,  He  bent  the  Knee,  and  delivered  a  Papef- 
to  the  PerfonJn  Juthority,^  who  received  and  read  it 
^vith  vifible  Marks  of  Satisfadion.  They  whifper'd  a 
few  Minutes  together  -,  after  which,  the  great  Man  call'd 
out  aloud  for  Wine  and  Tobacco.  I  thought  He 
might  have  taken  a  Fancy  to  caroufe  w^ith  his  Clients ; 
but  was  foon  undeceived  as  to  that  Point,   by  his  ad- 

dreffing  Them  in     the  following   Manner. *— • 

Gentlemen, 
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Gentlemen,  I  have  a  particular  Efteem  for  you  all  I 
and  out  of  tneer  Regard  for  your  Htd^ithy  I  will  take 
Care  for  the  future  that  your  Wine  and  Tobacco  f^all 

be  unadulterated. This  Declaration,  as  fpecious  £S 

it  fecm'd,  gave  Offence  to  leveral  grave,  well-looking 
Perfons,  who  were  then  in  the  Room.  They  drew 
near  and  began  to  reafon  with  Him  ;  to  advife  ;  to  ex- 
poUulate;  to  remonftrate  againfi:  this  ProjeSl.  But  it 
was  all- in  vain.  He  reply'd,  with  an  indolent  Frown, 
It  is  resolved.  They  renew 'd  their  Inibnces  and 
even  prefs'd  them  v/ith  more  Earnefinefs  and  Importu- 
nity ;  upon  which  He  could  refrain  no  longer,  but  told 
Them,  in  plain  Terms,  that  They  were  all  *  mad 
and  He  vjouJd  treat  Them  accordingly.  Then  catching 
his  Brother-VrojeBor  by  the  Hand,  He  ftalk'd  fuddenly 
out-  of  the  Pvoom,  and  left  Them  to  grumble  by  Them- 
felves. 

1  w^as  foon  after  ftartled  out  of  my  Sleep  by  loud 
Conclamatlons  of  no  Excife ',  down  with  the  Dragon ; 
and  could  not  help  obferving  how  exaftly  our  Dreams 
'fometimes  correfpond  v/ith  the  Objedts,  that  prefent 
Thsmfelves  to  us  ^N)\tn  awake.  I  fhall  therefore  con- 
clude with  a  few  ferious  Remarks  on  the  fame  Subje^. 

As  no  Proje^  can  be  more  univerfally  odious  than 
the  prefent,  lb  I  believe  none  was  ever  more  llrongly 
oppofed  on  one  Side,'  or  more  weakly  defended  on  the 
other ;  and  therefore  if  it  fhould  prevail,  it  will  be 
but  an  ill  Prefage  of  what  We  may  expecl  for  the  fu- 
ture. The  Advocates  for  Excifes  have  been  obliged  to 
pafs  over  the  moll  elTential  Objeftionsto  their  Scheme, 
and  to  dwell  upon  two  or  three  Points,  of  a  much  in- 
ferior Nature.  Nay,  even  their  Arguments  on  thefe 
Heads  depend  on  Pegging  a  whole  String' of  ^ef ions. 

I  am 

*  Alluding,  perhaps,  to  the  Motto  of  fome  late  Wri^ 
tings,  in  Favour  of  a  certain  Gentleman. 
Non  CiviuM  Ardor,  prava  jubentiim, 
Mente  quatit  folidd. 
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I  am  very  well  pleafed  Vvith  the  Title,  which  one 
cf  theje  Writen  haih  lately  taken  to  Himielf.  The 
OCCASIONAL  FiNANCER  is  Certainly  a  proper  Ap- 
pellation for  One,  who  erppufes  a  Projcft  k:,^  Trench  Ex- 
tra 51  ion,  and  excellently  adapted  to  thai  Sort  of  Go- 
vcrmneiit. 

This  Gentlemati  infills  chiefiy  o^^  tzuo  Points,  in  Be- 
half of  his  Scheme,  viz.  that  it  will  prevent  the  Adul-- 
teration  cf  Wine,  ( for  I  think  Tobacco  is  pretty  much 
out  of  the  Qaeftion,  as  to  that  Folnt)  and  increafe  the 
publick  Revenue. 

With  JReg^rd  to  the  firji.  He  runs  on  in  a  long 
Strain  of  pedantick  Fufcian  againlt  the  Dealers  in  Wine^. 
as  a  Set  of  *  common  Poifoners  and  Cut-Vrroats,  who 
make  it  their  Bufmefs  to  deflroy  Man,  Woman  and 
Child  ;  even  the  Infant  at  the  Nurjs^s  Pre  aft ;  (as  Ke 
mofi  pathetically  complains  j )  nay  That,  zvhi'ch  is  un- 
born. 

Though  I  am  far  from  being  an  Advocate  for  thefe 
Wine-Coiners,  Wizards  and  Anii-Chymifs^  as  He  calls 
Them  in  other  Places  of  the  fame  Paper ;  (which  i§ 
properly  an  Addrefs  to  all  .the  Sots  in  the  Nation  ) 
yet  I  do  not  take  Thera  to  be  fach  barbarous,  bloody 
and  inhuman  Murtherers  as  He  reprefents  Them.  I  am 
afraid,  indeed,  there  is  too  much  Reafon  for  the  com- 
mon Complaints  of  Wine-Brewing ;  but  I  do  not  ap-- 
prehend  the  Ingredients,  which  are  made  Ufe  of  to 
that  Purpofe,  to  be  of  fuch  a  pernicious  and  deadly 
Nature^  though  they  are  certainly  Impofitions  on  the 
Publick.  Let  us  fuppofe,  for  Inftance,  with  our  Eng- 
lijh  Financer,  that  They  lengthen  out  their  foreign 
Wines  with  Water,  Cyder,  or  other  home-made  Liquors. 
I  can  fee  nothing  of  fuch'  a  terrible  Confequence  in 
any  of  thefe ;  and  as  they  are  the  cheapefl  Materials 
They  can  ufe,  I  am  willing  to  believe  them  the  worfi  5 
for  it  will  be  allow'd,  I  ilippofe,   that  Profit  is  the  fole 

Inducement 

'"  I  ■        I  Ml   I   .III     ■■        I  II   1.      II  I  I  I  ■      . 

*  Courant,  Feb,  i. 
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IndiViCtmtniio  fuch  Mixtures,  and  that  even  the  ar- 
ranteft  Wine-Brezver  in  Tov/n  can  have  no  Intereft  in 
poifon'aij  his  Cujlomers. 

"Neither  do  I  conceive  how  this  Practice  will    be 
prevented  by  the  prefent  Sche?ne ;    and   could  heartil/ 
wifh  thit  Mr.    Oiborne'^  Friend,    who  hath  feen'  and 
approved  it,  had  been  pleafed  to  have  favour'd  us  with 
the  Particulars,  that  We  might  have  judged  freely  of  it, 
before  it  is  decided  by  Authority.     In    Cafes  of  this 
Nature,  the  Duty  is  commonly  the  chief  Point  in  View, 
and  if  the   Dealer  v/ill  be  fatisfy'd  with  paying   the 
Crown  for  what  He  fells,  the  Co7npofition  is  but  little 
regarded ;  but  v/hatever   Limitations  may  be   added   of 
this  Kind,  We  may   prefumxC,  at  leaft,  that  the   Vint- 
tters  v/ill  not  be  reftrain'd  from  mixing  bad  Wines  with 
good',    (which  is,    perhap?,  the  moft  pernicious  Mix- 
-ture  of  all )   or  prohibited  from    making  Ufe  of  fucb 
Ingredients,  as  are  necclTaiy   to  f ne  dovv'-n  the  neatefi 
Wines,  and  fit  them  for  Sale. 

I  am  likewife  far  from  being  clear  in  my  Opinion, 
concerrring  the  Improvement  of  the  Reve?iue  ;  I  mean,  if 
this ^chejne  iliould  prevent  the  Evils  complain'd  of,  in 
fo  moving  a  Mariner ;  for  it  is  allov/d,  I  think,  that 
the  Frice  of  Wines  would  be  advanced,  in  fuch  a  Cafe; 
and  the  Confequence  of  This  muft  be,  either  that  it  will 
diminifh  the  Confumpiion,  which  will  leflen  the  Reve- 
nue ;  or  that  the  Importation  muft  be  greatly  enlarged, 
which  will  afteft  the  Ballance  of  Trade,  in  one  of  its 
■   tendereft  and  .moil  important  Articles. 

But  granting  the  Financer  all  thefe  Points ;  that  the 
Prefent  Scheme  will  abfolutely  prefent  the  Adulteration 
of  Wine,  without  lelTening  the  Corfumption,  by  the 
increafed  Frice ;  or  turning  the  Ballance  of  Trade,  by 
2im>izi\ larger  Importation;  admitting,  I  fay,  all  thele 
-Suppofitions,  the  two  principal  Objeilions  to  his  Sheme^ 
with  Regard  to  ou:  Liberties,  flill  remain  in  their  full 
Force ;  as  it  will  deprive  particular  Perfons  of  their  - 
Privilege  to  be  try'd  by  a  Jury,  and  greatly  endanger 

the 
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the  ConHitution  in  general,  by  an  Increaje  of  Crown- 
Officers ;  two  Points,  which  I  hope  will  never  be  fa- 
crificed  to  the  fingle  Conlideration  of  any,  fuppofed 
Advantage  to  the  Revenue. 

D.  R.  I  am,  SIR,  &.e. 


To  Caleb    D' A  n  v  e  r  s,    £/^} 
S  I  R, 

THE  daily  Expeftation  ■\v:e  are  no-^v  under,  of 
having  the  Excije  Laws  extended,  ought  to  ftir 
up  all  of  us,  who  value  Liberty,  to  exert  our  utmofl 
Endeavours  in  preventing  an  Evil,  of  which  no  Man 
can  foresee  the  Coniequences. 

Very  commendable  has  been  the  Application  of  fe- 
veval  Cities  and  Boroughs  to  their  refpeftive  Mem.bers 
of  Parliament,  requiring  Them  to  oppofe,  with  their 
utmoft  Vigour,  any  rieio  Excife,  under  whatever  Pre- 
tence, Shape,  or  Denomination. 

One  of  the  Commodities  chiefly  threaten'd  at  pre- 
sent is  Wine  ;  and  the  Reafon  ailign'd  for  it  is  to 
prevent  Adulteration ',  but  can  there  be  no  other  Re- 
medy found  out,  to  prevent  this  Praflios,  but  one,  that 
is  v.'orie  than  the  Difeaie  ?  Sure  I  am  that  the  Wif- 
dom  of  our  Parliament  could  inflift  Penalties  fuincient 
to  deter  fuch  TranfgreiTors  i  Thofe  I  mean,  vvho  b)^ 
fufficient  Evidence  are  proved  to  have  mix'd  with  their 
Wine  any  other  Liquor  but  Wine ;  and  furely,  this 
Method  would  be  more  juft  and  reafonable  than  an 
Excife  Law,  which  certainly  punilhes  the  Innocent  with 
the  Guilty. 

The  occajlonal  Financer  is  pleafed  to  allow,  in  his 
great  Goodnefs,  that  there  may  be  iomtfezv  hone  ft  Tra- 
ders in  the  whokfale  Waj ;  yet  in  this  Cafe  their  Ha- 
tiejiy  will  not  exempt  Them  from  Punifhm.ent  -,  but  Hcn. 
does  not  fcruple_  to  itigmatize  the  Retailers  in  a  Lump 
with  the  moil:  fcandalous;  Names  he  can  deviie,  and 

makes 
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makes    them  all   without  Exception  as   black   as  the 

D 1.     But   what,   I  pray,    have  the   Wives    and 

Daughters  of  thefe  Men  done  to  have  their  Chara<flers 
expo  fed  in  io  fcandaious  a  Light  ?  I  believe  They  are 
Strangers  to  this  fubierra?jeous  black  Art,  of  which  the 
Gentleman  fpeaks,  and  derer\^e  a  little  better  Ufage 
than  to  be  caird  a  Parcel  o^  Bawds  and  Whores y  as  the 
Finar,cer  in  Erleft  qlOQ.^,  by  ailerting  that  even  their 
Bedchambers  are  at  the  Sert'ke  of  their  Cujlorners, 

•hThi^xhs.  Cordial yulip   to  make   us   fvv^allow 

down  {o  hitter  a  Potion  f  I  flatter  -mykl^  that  fucli 
fcurrilous  Language  v.dll  be  anfwerM  by  fome  abler 
Pen.  Li  the  mean  time,  your  inferting  this  little  Hint 
in  your  Paper,  will  inhnitely  oblige  one  of  your  con- 
ilant  Readers. 

N.  •  V  I  N  A  R  I V  s. 

N^  346.  $ATVKj>KYj  Feb.  IJy   ^73'^'3' 


To    CALEB    D'ANVERS,    Efq-:, 

Mt^.    D'A  N   V  E  R  S, 

IS  the  Landholders  z"Q-tht  only  Perfons, 

pretended  to  be  ealed  by  the  prefent  Pro- 

jedl  of  excifmg  Wine  and  Tobacco, 

I   beg  Leave   by   your  Ivleans   to   offer 

Them  fome   Coiifiderations   upon    that 

Subjefl. 

Gentlemen, 

I  can't  help  obferving  that  it  h:jth  always  been   the 

Method  of  ill-defigning  Men  to  endeavour  to  divide  the 

People,  whom  They  would  eiiflave  ',  and  therefore   am 

not  lurprized  to  hear  revived,   upon  this  Occafion,   the 

invidious  Diftindlion  of  the  landed  z^xd  'tradijig  Inter efl^ 

Vol.  X,  N  which 
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which  in  Reality  are  always  united  ;  the  annual  Rent  of' 
Lands  and  the  Number  of  Years  Pur  chafe  having  gene- 
rally increafed,  or  decreafed,  as  Trade  hath  been  more, 
or  lefs  flouriihing.  For  this  Reafon  I  defire  to  lay  be- 
fore you  Ibme  Confiderations  on  tho.  prefent  Scheme^  for 
colleb'mg  the  Duties  on  Wine  and  To b  a c c o . 

Gcntkm£7i,  I  fhall  firft  confider  what  immediate  Ad- 
vantage is  propofed  to  you  by  it;  and  fecondly,  if  there 
fliould  be  any,  whether  it  will  be  for  your  Intereft,  upon 
a  flight  Advantage,  to  confent  to  the  incommoding, 
if  not  enflaving,  io  great  a  Number  of  your  Fellow- 
Subjefts. 

As  to  the  firft,  it  is  faid  that,  by  collefting  the  pre- 
fent  Duties  on  Wine  and  Tobacco,  by  Way  of  Excife.,  a 
Surplus  beyond  what  they  now  produce  may  be  jaifed, 
fiifficient  to  anfwer  one  Shilling  in  the  Found'  upon 
Land. 

In  Anfwer  to  This,  I  am  credibly  inform'd,  as  you 
may  upon  Enquiry,  that  the  whole  Duties  upon  thefe 
Commodities,  at  prefent,  do  not  amount  to  near  fuch  a 
Sum  ;  and  it  is  very  improbable  that  this  Method  fliould 
more  than  double  it ;  flrce  I  have  not  heard  of  any 
Frauds  proved  to  be  committed  by  the  Dealers  in  thofe 
hulh)  Commodities,  or  fo  much  as  mention'd  before  now-l 
though  You  mull  have  heard  of  ieveral  in  7>^  and 
Coffee,  flnce  the  Duties  on  thofe  Commodities  haye  been 
coUefted  this  Way. 

But  if  it  fliould  be  defignM  to  give  thfe 'Duties  for 
a  tlumher  of  Years  to  come,  as  was  done  in-the  Salt-Tax^ 
to  anfwer  the  Land-Tax  of  one  Shilling  in  the  Pound  for 
one  Year  ;  1  wifii,  Gent  I  em.  en, You.  would  confider  whe- 
ther it  would  be  for  your  Advantage  to  run  in  Debt, 
and  mortgage  your  Eiiates  to  the  Publick,  on  that  Ac- 
count ;  for  You  muft  pay  .your  Proportion  of  the  Tax, 
as  Confiuners,  as  well  as  your  Share  of  the  Charge  of 
Collehion,  and  the  additional  Pioiit  of  the  Trader,  who 
will  exped  it  tor  his ,  additional  Trouble  and  Servi- 
tude. 

I  wifh 
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I  wiih  likewife  You  would  confider,  that  if  there 
fliould  be  a  Deficiency,  (  a  Thing  by  no  Means  unlikely  } 
it  ma 7,  in  a  Year  or  two,  occalion  one  Shilling  in  the 
Pound  extraordinar'i)  upon  Land,  to  make  it  good. 

You  would  alio  do  well  to  compute  your  Savings  by 
tht  Sal^'Dut'^  A  Gentleman  of  500 /.  t^r  Ann.  who 
pays  the  full  Tax,  hath  this  Year  paid  25  /.  \q^s  to  the 
Government  ;  but  He  hath  paid  3  -f-  4  d.  per  Buihel 
on  ail  the  iS/z/if  confumed  in  his  Family,  and  ^\\  falted 
Co?nriodiiies  ufed  in  it,  bcfides  the  additional  Duty  laid 
on  Him  by  the  Retailer,  and  is  to  pay  it  for  two  Years 
to  conte  ',  nay.  He  is  liable  to  make  good  any  Deficiency, 
that  may  happen  at  the  End  of  that  Term  i  and  not 
only  This,  but  his  Tenants,  by  this  additional  Expence 
in  the' Support  of  their  Families  and  Labourers,  may 
fmd  it  neceffary  to  ask  for  2.11  Abate nje?2t  of  Rent. 

Another  Reafon,  urged  for  this  Aiteratisn,  is  tKe  Cai^ 
of  our  Health,  and  the  Concern  They  have  that  We 
Ihould  drink  better  Wine,  by  preventing  Mixtures  to  be 
fold  for  Wine. 

This  OveV'^Tendernefs  for  us  is  much  to  be  fufpefted  ;" 
and  I  am  afl-aid  lYizProjeSi  will  not  anfwer  the  End  ; 
for  thofe  Mixtures  may  be  certainly  afforded  cheaper 
than  neat  Wine  can  be  imported,  even  though  they 
Ihould  pay  the  Duty  on  Wines. 

Befides,  if  it  fhould  produce  this  Eiie^l,  it  ought  to 
be  maturely  weigh'd  v/hether  good  Wine,  as  it  is  cali'd, 
may  not  do  more  Harm  to  the  Fublick  than  bad,  by 
tempting  People  to  Excefs,  as  well  as  occaiioning  a 
larger  Importation  of  that  Commodity,  confequently  a 
larger  Ballance,  in  Favour  01  Foreigners,  and  lefs  Con- 
fumption  of  Malt  Spirits,  Cyder  and  Perry,  which  are 
Home- Manufa Glares,  generally  fuppofed  to  be  ufed  in 
fuch  Mixtures,  made  from  the  Produce  of  your  Lands, 
already  fubjefted  to  a  large  Duty  ',  which  Branch  of  the 
Revenue  may  become  deficient  by  tbfe  Means,  and 
You  be  caird  upon  to  fupply  that  Deficiency, 

N  2  It 
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It  is  urged  llkewife,  in  Defence  of  this  Scheme,  that 
?nany  Duties  are  colleded  this  Way  aheady.  I  am 
forry  there  are  fo  many  Inlknces  of  it ;  but  it  is  but  a 
fmall  Confolation,  that  the  Dealers  in  thefe  Commodities 
v/iJI  have  a  great  many  Fellow-SuiFerers  ;  and  it  is  a 
ytrj  infolent  Way  of  Reafoning,  that  becaufe  .a  great 
Number  of  People  are  already  oppre/s''d,  therefore  it  will 
be  no  Grievance  to  increafe  the  Number. 

1  hope,  Gentle?nen,  that  this  very  Argument  will 
convince  you  it  is  Time  to  put  a  Stop  to  this  grievous 
Method  of  col  letting  the  pub  lick  Reveimes ;  fmce  the 
farther  it  extends,  the  better  Argument  it  v/ill  be,  ac- 
cording to  the  Logick  of  thefe  Gentlemen,  for  extending 
it  llDl  farther,  and  may  in  Time  reach  to  Yourfelves. 

There  is  already  a  large  Body  of  People  liable  to 
have  Soldiers  quarter'd  upon  Them  i  but  I  hope  it  will 
never'be  thought  a  good  Argument  for  making  more 
People  liable  to  the  fame  Burthen. 

1  hat  this  Method  of  Colleftion  is  grievous,  I  appeal 
to  the  Experience  of  all  Traders,  fubje£l  to  the  Laws 
of  Excife,  and  to  the  impartial  Judgment  of  every  dilin- 
terefued  Gentleman. 

Some  fallow  Coxcombs  ( Compoiitions  of  Ignorance^ 
Idlenefs  and  Indolence)  have  attempted  to  ridicule  the 
People,  liable  to  be  aggrieved  by  this  Method,  as  Per- 
fbns  of  no  Confec^uence,  and  unworthy  of  any  Re- 
gard. 

J  am  forry,  Gentlemen,  that  They  fhouldbe  fo  conil- 
derable  for  tlieir  Numbers  j  and  believe,  if  this  Project 
fucceeds,  the  Trader?^  fubjedl  to  the  Laws  of  Excife, 
\vill  be  a  very  large  Proportion  of  iho.  Burgefes  of  this 
Kingdom,  and  no  fiiiall  Part  of  the  Freeholders  ;  which 
leads  me  to  the  fecond  "Thing  I  propofed  to  your  Con- 
iideration,  viz.  whether  you  v/ili  find  it  your  Interelf, 
for  any  prefent  zA.dvantage,  to  confcnt  to  the  Grie- 
vance of  fo  confiderable  a  Number  of  your  Feiiow- 
Subje6ls, 

Gentlemen^ 
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Gentlemen^ 

We  have,  in  Conjun6lion,  been  at  the  Expence  of 
above /z<:;(? -^^^,v<^/'^(.'/Mi7/w//i,  in  Support  of  our  common 
Liberties,  fmce  the  Revolution  ;  and  I  hope  you  Vv^ill 
never  confent  to  the  Lofs  of  To  confiderable  a  Branch 
of  them,  as  the  quiet  and  undiRurb'd  Poffeilion  of  our 
ovvn  Houfes,  for  the  Sum  of  thrse,  or  four  hundred 
thoufand  Founds  a  Year  ;  the  utmoll  Convenience  pro- 
pofed  by  this  Abridgment  of  them. 

Should  you  come  into  fuch  a  Scheme,  wicked  Men 
hereafter  may  make  Ufe  of  this  Argument  Vv'ith  the 
Burgejfes  of  England  to  confent  to  the  Abridgment,  or 
Invafion  of  ^our  Liberties  ;  an  Handle,  vv^hich  I  hope 
you  will  never  give  Them;  fmce  People,  who  are 
Themfelves  opprefsM,  are  apt  to  lofe  all  generous  Con- 
cern for  the  Liberty  of  others,  and  their  Oppreilion  may 
pave  the  Way  to  your  own. 

What  Tend ernefs  the  Proje^ors  of  this  Scheme  hav$ 
for  your  Intereft,  may  be  coilefted  from  the  vail  Quan- 
tities of  French  Brand'^)^  permitted  to  be  imported  from 
Dunkirk  at  the  Fle?mjh  Duty  ;  by  wliicli  a  very  confi- 
derable Part  of  the  Produce  of  your  Eilates  fells  at  fo 
low  a  Price. 

But  I  hope  that  People  ofEducaiio?;,  fach  as  Gentle^ 
men  living  upon  their  Edates  are  iuppofed  to  be,  fliould 
be  wrought  upon  by  Motives  far  more  generous  ;  and 
that  a  Concern  for  the  Liberties^  of  Mankind  fhould  ani- 
mate you  above  any  mean  Confiderations  of  privsite 
Inter  eft.  O. 

/  am,    GfiKTLEMEN,' 

Tour  moft  a^'e^icrui'e 

Fello  ZO'Su  Ijccf, 

and  Ccunir'jmany 

s.  s: 

N'3  F;cm 
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From  my  own  Chambers. 

SOme  Years  ago  a  meriy  Treatife  was  publiih'd, 
intit^ej,  a  karrei  Dijfertation  en  old  Women, 

7nale  and  fern  ale ^  &c. X  can  never  read  the  Works 

of  Mr.  Osborne,  without  thinking  of  that  Piece,  and 
looking  upon  Hirn  as  2Lfnale,  old  Woman.  Every  Pa- 
.  per  He  publifhes  is  written  perfeftly  in  the  anile  Man- 
ner, and  puts  me  in  Mind  of  my  poor  Granny.  Me- 
thiiiks,  I  fee  xht  good;  old  Gent lezuoman  fitting  by  the 
Fire-fide,  in  her  great  arm'd  Chair,  holding  forth  her 
Leftures  of  Morality  to  her  little  Grand- Children  and 
Maid-Servants.  Mr.  Osborne"* s  Writings  are  exatlly  of 
this  Kind,  and  contain  the  iirorigeil  Characlerifticks'  of 
feminine  Dotage.  He  is  very  talkative,  very  pofitive, 
and  very  cenforious ;  eternally  dwelling  on  the  fame 
dull  Topicks,  and  fo  full  of  his  own  V/ifdom,  as  not  to 
perceive  that  eve-ry  Body  of  Senfe  laughs  at  Him  and 
defpifes  Him.  His  only  Admirers  are  z  fezu,  old ^Jd~ 
Tiuncj,  like  Himielf,  and  his  brighteit  Produ6lions  are 
what  the  Chy mills  cdlUnima  Saturni ;  the  Soul,  or 
^hiteJTence  of  h-EA-o. 

In  his  Paper  of  Saturday  laft,  after  his  mual  Compli- 
ments to  the  Minifters,  He  refumes  the  old  Topick  of 
Cimum  Ardor,  and  inveighs  very  warmly  againft  the 
Enemies  of  the  People,  in  running  abojit  from  Coffee- 
houfe  to  Coffee-houfe  ;  meeting  together  in  great  Bodies  ; 
and  fending  Yq.(i{\o\\?,  from  all  Parts  of  the  Kingdom^ 
befeeching  their  Peprefentatives  not  to  fuffer  the  Excife 
Manlier  to  invade  Them. 

He  then  mumps  his  too dilefs  Gums,  and  endeavours 
to  be  a  little  waggifn,  by  turning  theje  Petitions  mia 
Riciiciiler  but  alas!  That  is  not  his  Talent;  and! 
would  advile  Hirn,  as  a  Friend,  not  to  attempt  it  any 
more,  but  rely  on  his  ufual  Method  oi  folevin,  abflra^ed 
P.e  a  fining. 

His  chief  Refentment  feenis  to  be  levell'd  againft  the 
InfruSlionsfrcm  St.  AlbakVj  which.  He  fays,  neither 

contain 
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contain  the  Senfe  of  the  Inhabitants,  mr  of  the 
Corporation  ;  and  for  Proof  of  This,  He  alludes 
to  an  obfcure  Advertifement  in  one  of  the  News-papers^ 
without  any  Na^ne  fubfcribed  to  it;  fo  that,  for 
aught  We  knoiv,  it  might  have  been  drawn  up  and 
publifli'd  by  Himfelf. 

As  for  the  Infinuation,  that  this  Paper  was  cJande- 
Jlhiel-^  fig?i'di  it  is  well  known  that  the  Corporation  of 
St.  Alban*s  coniifts  ofaM/zyi^r  and  tzvehe  Jldermeni 
and  I. am  credibly  informed  that  the  Seal  was  put  to 
thefe  hiJiruBions  by  the  unanimous  Confent  of  the  faid 
Major  and  ten  Alder  men  ^  being  all,  who  were  then  in 
To^vn  ;  and  that  one  of  the  tzuo  abfent  Aldermen  wrote 
a  Letter  to  the  nezu-eleSfed  Member,  in   much  Wronger 

Terms  than  the  Injiruclions . Now,    by  what  Fi>. 

gure  in  Rhetorick  a  Corporation  can  be  faid  lofieal  their 
own  Seal,  I  muft  leave  this  profound  Wag  to  explain. 
But  the  moil:  effeiflual  Way  to  convince  the  World  that 
thefe  InfruBions  do  not  coiitain  the  Senfe  of  the  Corpora- 
tion, will  be  for  this  Gentle-man,  or  his  Frietids,  to  pro- 
cure a  Petition  from  5/,  Alban's,  in  Favour  of  Excises, 
as  They  formerly  did  from  fome  zvife-headedViBuallers^ 
in  Behalf  of  the  Pot- Act. 

After  This,  He  proceeds  lo  fome  other  Points,  which 
He  difpatches  with  the  fame  Judgment  and  Addrefs. 

Having  charged  me  with  afferting,  that  our  Trade 
is  decaying,  and  our  Poor  are  ftarving.  He  afllires  us, 
by  Way  of  Reply,  that  Work  is  fo  plenty,  and  Provi- 
fions  fo  cheap,  that  in  Bradford,  a  Cloth -working  Town 
near  the  Bath,  there  was  drank  b-j  the  labouring  People, 
from  June  173 1  to  June  1732,  above  7,000/.  worth 
of  ftrong  BeTr.  •  I  muft  confefs  that  I  have  not   the 

fame  general  Intelligence  with  Mr.  Osborne,  and  there- 
fore cannot  contradict  this  important  Account  ;.  but  if 
it  is  true,  the  good  People  of  Bradford  are  certainly  a 
Parcel  of  rare,  jollv,  toping  Blades,  and  have  been  very 
confiderable  Benefadors  to  the  Revenue.  I  wifli  Mr, 
Osborne  could  oblige  us  with  the  fame  good  News  from 

all 
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all  the  manufafturing  Towns  in  the  Kingdom,  which 
would  be  of  great  Ufe  to  his  Argument,  concerning 
the  flourifhing  Condition  of  our  Tj-ade  ;  for  He  ought 
to  remember  that,  according  to  logical  Rules,  no  general 
Conclujion  can  be  drawn  from  particular  Freraijfes. 

Mr.  Osborne  is  likewife  very  angry  at  a  Rumour  a- 
bout  Town,  that  as  foon  as  the  prefent  Scheme  is  fi~ 
nip''d.  We  jhall  have  no  more  Parliaments,  or  that  thg 
prefent  Parliament  'will  perpetuate  Thefnfehes.  This 
Report,  fays  He,  monfirous  as  it  is,  and  zvicked  as  it  is 
mon/lrous,  is  carefully  convejd  over  the  Nation,  feriovfij 
tailed  of,  and  thorou.ghl'-j  believed,  not  only  by  Country- 
men, but  Perfons,  who  live  in  the  City,  and  tho'  Ma  d" 
quoad  hoc,  or  as  to  Excifes,  are  otherwlfe  Men  c/gocd 
Senfe. ^To  This  I  reply,  in  the  Words  of  an  old 

'  Proverb,  that  Qppreflcn  'will  make  a  v/ife  Man  mad ', 
and  vv^hen  People  are  out  of  their  Senfes,  We  cannot 
wonder  at  any  romantick  Apprehenfions  that  may  hap- 
pen to  come  into  their  Breads.  But  as  for  myfelf  (tho' 
I'  may,  perhap?,  be  thought  a  little  Excije-mad,  like  the 
reft  of  the  World)  I  can  affure  ?v4r.  Osborne  that  I  have, 
been  fo  far  from  fpieading,  or  encouraging  fuch  a  Re- 
port, that  I  have  conftantly  endeavoured  to  iupprefs  it, 
wherever  I  have  heard  it  mention'd,  by  fhewing  the  • 
Unreafcnablenefs  and  Improbability  of.  io  defperate  an 
Expedient  ;  for  the  People  arc  fufficiently  diilatisfy'd  al- 
ready v/ith  z  Jeptcnnidl  Parliame/it,  and  any  farrher 
Extenfion  of  that  Term  would  certainly  throw  Them 
into  a  Flame.     They  rather  feem  to  expedl;  that  a.nnual, 

-  cr  triennial  Parliaments  Ihculd  be  revived  ;  and  even 
Mr.  0j"/^5?7/(?himrclf  hath  formerly  given  us  {oiTit  broad 
Hints  that  He  did  not  approve  of  long  Tarlia??ieni's  \ 
but  at  prefent  He  feems  to  be  frark  Miniftry-mad,  c.nd 
raves  in  the  iame  frantick, Style  with  his  Patron',  thai 
all  the  Merchants  in  Eii gland  knciv  nothing  of  TradCj 

md  dori't  underfiand  their  own  Inttref.  —- I  fiiali 

theiefore  dillurb  Him  no  farther  in  thefe  political  Re f- 

veri(\^j 
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veries,  but  leave  Hiin   to  enjoy  them,  or  compofe   his 
Brain,  juft  as  it  may  happen. 

D.  C  A  L.    D'An  vers. 
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The  following  Letter  is  of  fuch  Importance  to  the 
Liberty  of  EkSiionsfor  Members  of  Parliament,  that  it 
deferves  the  ftrifteil:  Attention  of  the  Pubiick,  at  this 
Time.  We  are  afTured  that  the  Gentleman,  who  fent 
it,  is  ready  to  jiiftify  the  Particulars,  by  authentick 
Vouchers  ;  and  therefore  think  ourfelves  obliged  to  take 
the  firil  Opportunity  of  pabliihing  it,  as  a  practical 
Illuilration  of  oui"  late  Arguments  againlt  Excises 
and  STANDING  Armies. 

^0    Caleb     D' A  n  v  e  rs,    Efq^-, 

SIR,  Chester,  Fe^.  10,  1732-3. 

H  E  Affairs  of  tbis  City,  on  our  late 
Eleftions  of  a  Mayor  and  a  Reprefen- 
tative,  in  the  Room  of  Sir  Richard 
Grofvenor  deceafed,  having  been  vilely 
mifreprefented  in  the  Daily  Courant 
and  other  Court  Papers,  you  are  defi- 
red  to  fet  thpfe  Tranfadions   in  a  true  Light. 

As  great  Induftry  hath  been  ufed,  for  a  confidera- 
ble  Time  pafl,  to  divide  the  natural  Intereft  of  this 
Place,  and  the  mofl:  indirect  Meafures  have  been  taken 
for  that  Piirpole,  I  am  obliged,  in  Juftice-  to  the  Pub- 
lick  and  particularly  to  the  Citizens  of  Chefter,  to  ex- 
po fe  the  Artifices  of  Mr.  Manley  and  his  Adherents, 
in  order  to  promote  their  own  Interefl,  and  v;^eaken 

That 
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That  of  the  Groevenor  Family,  who  have  been 
conftant  and  generous  Benefactors  to  this  City. 

I  muil  begin  with  obferWng  that  about  two  Yea»s 
ago  one  Mr.  Kinderley  came  to  Chejfer,  m  order  to 
view  the  River  Dee,  giving  out  that  Mr.  Manky  had 
directed  Him  to  prepare  Plans  of  it,  and  that'  He 
would  undertake  to  make  it  navigable,  upon  Terms  to 
be  pro  DO  fed  to  the  City. 

A  Work  fo  deiireable  and  advantageous,  as  This  was 
reprefented,  met  with  e.vzry  Body's  Approbation  :  and 
though  many  Citizens  differ'd  in  their  Opinions,  con- 
cerning the  Manner  of  executing  fuch  a  Sche7ne,  yet 
all  concurred  in  wiiliing  Succeis  to  the  Undertaking 
in  general. 

About  a  Year  ago  Mr.  ^zW^r/<?j?  delivei'd  his  Pro- 
pofals^  to  the  then  Mayor,  who  immediately  calfd  a 
Council;  and  They  appointed  a  Committee  to  conlider 
of  it,  as  well  as  to  procure  the  Confent  of  the  princi- 
pal Merchants  and  Traders  for  laying  ftich^a  Duty  up- 
on all  the  Epcports  and  Lnports  ofthefaid  City,  as  (to- 
gether with  the  other  Advantages  propofed  by  the 
Scheme)  would  be  a  reafonable  Encouragement  to  the 
Undertakers ;  but  as  it  was  propofed  to  make  the  Du- 
ties/»^r/>^/^^/,  it  was  a  Matter  of  great  Confequence  to 
the  City,  to  determine  rightly  in  this  Affair,  by  gi- 
ving all  proper  Encouragement  to  the  Navigation,  on 
one  Side,  v/ithout  laying  any  unreafonable  Burthen 
upon  "Trade,  on  the  other. 

The  Cotiimittee  having  duly  (and  W'ith  as  much 
Difpatch  as  could  be  expedled  in  an  Affair  of  fuch  Con- 
sequence) confider'd  the  Nature  of  this  Cafe,  made 
their  Report ;  which  was  unanimoufly  agreed  to  by  the 
City  y  and  a.  Petition,  under  the  common  Seal,  was 
thereupon  immediately  prefented  to  Parliament  by  the 
late  Sir  Richard  Grofvenor,  and  referr'd  to  a  Com- 
-mittee,  with  another  Petition  lignM  by  the  Gomnmtaltyy 
upon  which  Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  y^^r 
reftoring  the  Navigatian  cf  the-  fifid  River  3   but  Mr* 

Manley^ 
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Manley,  the  principal  Promoter  of  this  Scheme,  (  not- 
withftanding  He  had  clamour''d  loudly  againft  th.Qcor- 
por/ite  Body  of  the  /aid  City,  as  well  as  their  Repre- 
fentatiz'cs,  and  treated  Them  as  Enemies  to  the  Naviga- 
tion, hecaufe  They  would  not  implicitly  come  into  his 
Defigns )  had  no  ^/'//.prepared,  norfo  much  as  Heads  of 
a  Bill  for  thofe  Gentlemen,  who  were  order'd  to  bring 
it  into  the  Houfe;  upon  whkh  Account  only  fome 
Weeks  were  loil ;  and  when  the  Bill  was  deliver'd, 
and  cam.e  to  be  coniider'd,  it  appear'd  very  defeftive  ; 
exprefiy  -contradiftory  to  the  Terms  agreed  on  by  Mr. 
Manky  and  the  City ;  extremely  inconvenient  to  the 
Trade  of  fome,  and  hazardous  to  the  Properties  of  o- 
thers,  who  for  theie  Reafons  became  Petitioners  againjf 
it,  in  order  to  have  fuch  proper  Provifions  and  Re- 
•ilriftions  in  the  Bill,  as  are  uiiial  in  Cafes  of  the  fame 
Nature. 

The  Want  of  thefe  necefiary  Cautions  occalion'd  a 
farther  Delay  ;  but  even  thefe  Difficulties  might  have 
been  furmounted,  and  the  Bill  have  pafs'd,  had  Mr, 
■  Kinder  ley  htQii^remrtdLyvith.  proper  Plans  to  defcribe 
the  propofed  Undertaking,  or  Mr.  Manky  with  Un- 
dertakers, able  to  carry  it  into  Execution,  and  make 
Satisfa6lion  to  the  Land-ozvners  for  the  Damages  Tiiey  - 
might  receive ;  which  nobody  can  imagine  Mr.  Kin- 
der ley  ( who  was  at  firii  propofed  to  be  the  only  Un- 
dertaker) could  be. 

Thefe  Reafons  and  the  Claufe,  that  was  olFer'd  to 
prevent  Jobbing  of  Shares,  which  broke  in  upon  the 
favourite  Delign  of  the  Projectors,  ( as  the  Principal  of 
Them  hath  admitted  )  occafion'd  ail  the  Delay  the  Bill 
met  with  in  the  Houfe,  and  at  lafl  the  Lofs  of  it ;  tho* 
Mr.  Maiiley  and  his  Adherents  have  very  unjuftly  im- 
puted it  to  other  Caufes. 

From  -this  plain  Reprefentation  of  the  Cafe,  and   the 
Part  Mr.  Manley  hath  fince  adled,  it  may  be  judged , 
whetlier  his  Scheme  was  not  calculated  for  his  own  pri- 
vate Interef,  rather  than  the  Service  cf  the  City. 

Yfet 
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Yet  from  this  Time  his  publick  Spirit  and  AfFeftion 
for  the  People  of  Chefter  began  to  appear  in  Mobs  and 
Riots.  A  Number  o^Vagra7its  and  diforderly  People 
were  pack'd  together,  and  encouraged  to  commit  the 
greatell  Outrages,  being  taken' into  regular  Pay,  conti- 
nually kept  warm  with  Liq_uors  and  dire6led  to  infult 
the  Inhabitants,  who  would  not  join"  with  Them. 

The  Magijiracy  of  the  City  were  abufed  in  the  grof- 
feft-  Manner,  whilft  They  were  endeavouring  to  pre= 
ferve  the  Peace.  Their  Officers  were  beat  in  the  Exe- 
cution of  their  Duty  ;  and  Offenders,  who  were  or- 
der'd  to  be  puniih'd  for  notorious  Breaches  of  the  Peace, 
were  refcued  out  of  their  Hands.  Thefe  Abufes  were 
committed  chiefly  by  Foreigners,  encouraged  and  ailifted,  ' 
from  Time  to  Time,  by  the  Servants  of  fo7ne  Perfons, 
who  v/ere  bound  by  their  Duty,  and  the  Oaths  They 
had  taken,  to  do  all  in  their  Power  to  prevent  them. 

It  would  be  tedious  to  enumerate  the  feveral  Riots 
in  Chefter  from  the  Month  of  Ap-il  to  Atigvft  laft. 
Let  it  fuffice  to  obferve,  that  almoft  every  Night  fome 
remarkable  Mifchiefwas  done  to  the  Friends  of  the- 
Grofvenor  Family,  without  any  other  Provocation  than 
their  being  fuch,  or  any  Return  of  the  fame  Kind, 
though  They  are  by  much  the  moft  fubftantial  Part  of 
the  Inhabitants,  and  ( as  Mr.  Man  ley  mull  now  be 
■convinced )  the  moft  numerous. 

Upon  the  Death  of  Sir  Richard  Grofvenor,  his  Bro- 
ther offerM  his  Service  to  the  City,  fupported  by  above 
150  Gentlemen  of  the  neighbouring  Counties,  of  great 
Figure  and  Fortune.  He  was  at  iirft  oppofed  by  Mr. 
JV ar burton '•,  but  that  Gentleman,  having  try 'd  his  In- 
terest with  the  Citizens,  very  prudently  declined  to 
."Mr.  Manley,  an  Attornc}^ ;  who  call'd  to  his  Affillance 
all-the  military  -Gentlemen  in  that  Part  of  the  King- 
dom, as  well  as  tlie  Ctiftom-Houfe,  Excije  and  Salt'Of- 
fleers  ;  fo  that  the  World  may  m  fome  Meafure  judge, 
from  the  perfcnal  Circumftances  of  the  Candidates,  and 
the  Appearance  m.ade  in  their  Favour,  whk^  of  Them 

had 
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had  the  beft  Pretence  to  ask  the  Votes  of  the  Citizens, 
on  that  Occafion,  and  is  likely  to  pay  moit  Regard  to 
their  Rights  and  Piivileges. 

Mr.  Maiile-o  had  no  fooner  declared  Himfelf  a  Can- 
didate, but  greater  Abuies  were  committed  than  ever. 
Falfe  and  icandalous  Libels,  reHedling  on  the  Honour 
cf  feveral.Gentlemen,  were  daily  printed  and  diiperfed ;' 
threatening  Letters  were  dropt,  with  a.Defign  of  inti- 
midating the  Magijirates  from  doing  their  Duty  ;  and 
fcarce  a  Night  pafs'd,  but  many  Peribns  v/ere  cruelly 
bc:it,  Windows  broken,  and  even  the  publick  Buildings 
of  the  City  defaced. 

Numbers  of  AfSdavits  and  other  Vouchers  could  be 
produced,  in  Proof  of  the  Premifes  j  by  which  it  aT3= 
pears,  amongfl  other  Particulars, 

That  there  hath  been  a  continued  Couivfe  of  Riots 
.and  Outrages  committed  in  the  City  of  Chefter,  by 
Is/h.  Manlefs,  Adherents,  ffom  the  Beginning  of  AprU 
laft  to  the  fileftion  of  a  Member. 

That  on  the   3d  of  April  a  great  Number  of'Perfons 

■were   alTem.bled   together,  in  a  riotous   Manner.;  after 

■-which  They  rambled  through  the  City. 1   inllilted   the 

Recorder^  as  He  came  from  the  Sefiion*  in  his  Gown  .^ 

threw  a  Stone  at   Him,  and  broke  hfs  V/indows. 

That  on  the  lOth  of  Ocfober  Mr.  Alderman  Bemiet 
and  Mr.-  Brefeio?i  wrote  Letters  to  tl:te  theji  Ma'^ior,  to 
difTuade  Him  from  calling  an  Aflembly  ;  at  the  fame 
Time  pi'opofing  advctntagtous  'Terfns  to  Him  and  his 
JFamily,  ii  He  would  comply  with  their  Meafures-; 
from  whence  it  appears  that  Mr.  Manley  and  his 
Priends  have  but  little  Reabn  to  com.plain '  of  C!?r;'^/- 
iion. 

That  the  lame  Night  tvjo  or  three   of  the  Aldermen 

waiting  at  the   *  Ft'titice  for  the   Mayor,   in  order  to 

'  compound  the  Prizage  of  Wine  with  a    I\Ierchant  of 

the  laid  City,  a  great  Ntamber  of  the  Rioters  were  ai- 

VoL.  X.        ^  O  femblei 
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fembled  togetlier,  arm'd  vv'itli  Clnbs  ard  other  Wea- 
pons ;  that  the  Aldermen^  for  their  Safety,  having  ic- 
cured  the  Doors  of  the  Fentice,  the  faid  Rioters  buril 
them  to  Pieces;  broke  the  Windows  and  Whidow-' 
Frames  of  the  faid  P entice,  with  all  the  Chairs,  Tables 
and  Clock  belonging  to  it;  threaten'd  to  murder  the 
faid  Magijirates,  and  threw  an  Halbert?.X.  one  of  Them 
with  fuch  Force,  that  it  iliuck  five  Inches  into  a  Lea- 
ther Chair  ;  that  a  eertai?i,  hcficurable  Colonel,  with  ie- 
veral  Officers  and  other  Gentlemen,  in  Mr.  Manlcfs 
Intereft,  came  into  the  Fentice,  during  thefe  Diforders, 
without  endeavouring  to  prevent  them  ;  on  the  con- 
trary, cne.  of  the  O^r^rj- declared  That  v/as  nothing  to 
what  ihould  happen,  the  Night  following,  when  ico 
Men  flio^i^ld  be  kill'd. 

That  after  the  Rioters  had  dem.olifh'd  the  Fentice^ 
They  paraded  through  the  City,  infulting  the  Inhabi- 
tants i  threatening  to  murder  feVeral -Gentlemen,  Vvho 
appcar'd  in  the  Intereft  of  the  Gr(?/:'^,wr  Family ;  and 
that  They  frequently  went  arm'd,  in  Search  of  Them. 

That  on  the  nth  o^ Q5iober  a  great  Number  of 
People  came  out  of  Wales  and  the  Towns  adjacent  to 
the  Citv  ;  many  of  v\^hom  were  Freemen ;  that  fome 
came  to  the  Market,  "and  others  to  fee  an  Iicrfe-Rr<cc, 
'  which  was  advertifcd  to  be  run  on  that  Day  on  the 
Roodee ;  th^t  They  came  into  the  City  in  a  peaceable 
Manner,  with  nothing  but  SrtiChS,^  or  Whips  in  their 
Hand  5,  and  only  iliouting  a  Grofvemr ;  that  Tliey 
abufed  nobody  till  They  were  attack'd  by  Mr.  Manlefs 
Party,  wliom  They  fcon  defeated,  and  then  imme- 
diately difperfed  to  their  Quarters,,  without  doing  the 
leaft  Mifchief 

It  ought  to  be  remarked,  in  this  Place, -that  allthe 
A\xnues  of  the  Town  were  befet  by  A'Ir.  Mmikf^ 
-  Party,  and  none  v/ere  fuffer'd'  to  come  into  the  City, 
who  were  in  the  Grcfvenorlntt'tX.^;  fo  that  ir  would 
have  been  im.pradicable  for  150  Freemen^,  who  came 
in  with  this  Body,    to  have  enter'd  the  City,  v/ithout 

the 
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the  utmOi'l  Hazard  of  their  Lives,  if  They  had  not 
taken  this  Opportunity  of  doing  it;  and  yet  the 
Letter-writer  in  the  Courant  hath  the  confummate 
Mo. lefty  to  call  This  by  the  Name  o'i  Rebellion  ! 
'  By  the  fame  Vouchers  and  Aflidavits  it  likewife  ap- 
pears that  a  great  Number  of  the  Rioters  afTembled 
together  in  th.eCa/i/t%  with  Mr.  Manky  and  a  mi/it ary 
Officer  at  their  Head,  who  encouraged'Them  to  puih 
open  the  Storehoufe  Door  to  fetch  out  Arms  to  Sght 
againft  the  Weljhmen  ;  which  They  accordingly  did  in 
the  Pre  fence  of  thofe  Gentlemen  y  and  federal  of  Tlnem 
retum'd,  armM  with  Steel-Caps^  Body-Pieces,  Swords ^ 
Daggers  and  other  Weapons  •,  ih^-t  in  the  Afternoon, 
the  faid  Mob,  thus  arm'd,  went  ,out  of  the  Cafllei 
when  a  certain  Gentleman  •  was  heard  to  give  Them 
Orders  to  cut  the  Weljhmen  to  Pieces,  if  They  would 
not  go  oat  of  the  City  by  fairlxleans;  that  a  great 
Number  of  the  Citizers  and  others  w-ere  fo  dangeroully 
v.'oandfd  by  the  faid  Mob,  that  their  Lives  'were 
defpaiiVi  of,  and  many  of  Them  v/i  11  never  recover 
'the  U:e  of  their  Limbs, — —N.  B.  Several  Bo  Idler  s,  or 
Penfmiers,  belonging  to  the  Caftle  of  Ckejler^  were 
amongft  the  Rioters. 

That  Mr.  Manlc^  appear'd  feveral  Times  in  the 
Streets  at  the  Head  of  the  Mob,  arm*d  Avith  broad 
Swords  and  other  Weapons  ;  whilil  Mr.  Grofz/e?ior  and 
hi?  Friends  were  ufmg  their  utmoft  Endeavours  to 
prevent  thefe  Diforder?,  and  at  lail:  procured  xh&prlfited 
Preliminaries  to  be  fign'd,  as  it  is  confciVd  in  the 
Ccurant. 

After  This,  it  was  hoped  that  the  Peace  of  the 
City  would  have  been  reitored  ;  but  notvv^ithHanding 
thefe  Articles,  the  Rioters  continued  their  Infolenccj 
during  the  Flexion  ;  and  it  was  dangerous  for  any 
Body,  in  the  Grofienor  Interell,  to  ilir  out  in  the 
Night  Time. 

On  the  iZ'h.  of  OBober  two  Troops  of  Dragoons, 
that  wefi  (quarter  d  ai:  Warrington^  march'd  to  Chefter 

O  z  and 
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ard  halted  near  the  Suburbs  of  the  City.  On  Notice 
of  their  Arrival,  the  Mayor  and  Recorder  wrote  a  Letter 
to  the  commanding  Officer,  defiring  his  Affiftance  and 
Protetlion  ;  upon  which  that  Gentkfnan  expreiVd  his 
Concern  to  hear  of  any  Dlforders  in  the  City  ;  but  faid' 
He  could  not  give  the  Magijiratcs  any  direfl  Anfwer,. 
till  Fie  had  received  fome  Infrru6lions  from  the  Secretary 
at  War,  which  he  expefted  by  that  Night's  Poft,  and 
therefore  defired  to  fee  the  Mellenger  the  next  Day. 
He  then  told  Him  that  Fie  could  not  enter  the  City^ 
without  an  Order  from  Colonel  Cholmondele-^,  the  Go- 
vernor of  the  Caflle,  under  v/hofe  Command  He  "then 
was.  Colonel  ChohnorJek'^i,  beir/g  apply 'd  to  the  next 
Day  for  the  fame  Parpofe,  excufed  Himfelf  by  faying, 
that  He  thought  it  was  in  the  Power  of  the  Gentlemen, 
who  had  fign'd  the  Preliminaries,  to  preferve  the 
Peace  5  and  (o  the  Troops  I'CturnM  the  Day  after  to 
their  Quarters  at  Warri'ngton. 

It  is  very  evident  from  the  Orders,    which  this  Of- 
ficer received,  either  that  the  Forces  in  publick  Pay  are 
c£  no  Service  a"t  ali  in  quelling  of  Riots  and  Dlforders  ; 
or  that  They  are  to  proteil  and  fei-ve  the  Turn  of  ons 
Party  only. 

On  Alsnday,  03.  16,  (being  the  laft  Day  of  Eleclion 
for  Mayor)  when  Mr.  Alderman  Betmei  and  Mr.  Alder- 
man Mainwarlng,  who  ilood  Candidates  for  chat 
05ice,  had  .done  pdling,  the  Mob  grew  more  out- 
rageous than  They  had  been  the  Day  before  i  and  great 
Number's  of  Freemen^  apprehended  Themfelves  in  {q 
much  Danger,  that  They  duril  not  venture  out  of 
their  Houfes  to  give  their  Votes  ',  notwithitanding 
which  there  was  a  Majority  fe-r  Pvjr.  Alderman  "johnfon 
(who  was  fupported  by  the  Gr  op  en  or  and  Count 'ry 
Intercfi)  of  238  Votes,  This  Difap.pointment  to 
Mr.  Mankis  Party  made  Them  flili  more  defperate. 
They  determined  to  have  a  M^wr  of  their  own,  and 
carried  Alderman  Rennet  in  a  Chair  from  the  HuHings 
to  his  Houfe,  as  if  He  had  been  adually  chofen.    The 

Poll 
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Poll  being,  in  the  mean  Time,  clofed  and  the  Court 
adjoiirn'd,  Mr.  Ma^or,  the  Recorde?'  and  other  Magi- 
Jirates,  for  the  Security  of  their  Perfons,  got  into  a 
Coffec-houfe ;  where  They  endeav^our'd,  with  the 
Coi:ftabIes  and  civil  Officers,  to  prcferve  the  Peace  j 
but  the  Rioters  were  fo  harden'd,  that  They  beat  the 
Officers ;  forced  open  the  Doors  of  the  Coffee-houfe  ; 
took  the  Mayor^s  Staffi  out  of  his  Hand,  and  broke  it  i 
forced  the  Szvo?-d  and  Mace  out  of  the  Hands  of  the 
Officers^  who  had  the  Cuilody  of  them,  and  carried 
th?m  in  Trium.pii  to  Mr.  Alderman  Be?inet\  Houfe, 
where  they  remained  that  Night. 

At  this  Eledlion  great  Numbers  of  Officers,  in  diiFe- 
rent  Branches  of  the  Revenue,  as  well  as  common 
Soldiers,  were  detach'd  from  tvQry  Quarter  of  the 
Kingdom  ;  and  it  may  be  thought  fomewhat  extraor- 
dinary that  They  fhould  all  be  fo  very  unanimous  as 
to  vote  for  Mr.  Man  ley,  againft  the  common  Confent 
of  their  Fellow-Citizens  and  the  Intereil,  V\^hich  moil 
of  their  Relations  ferved  ;  but  wht'^fome  Officers  in  the 
fublick  R^evenue  were  threaten'd  with  the  Lofs  of  their 
^read  ;  when  Others,  whofe  Families  have  long  been 
fupported  by  the  Grofvenors,  and  were  at  that  Time 
daily  receiving  Wages  from  Them,  v/ere  exprefly 
order'd  to  go  150  Miles  to  vote  againft  Them,  jmder 
Pain  of  dif obeying  Orders ;  vv'hen  Others,  who  had  been 
in  the  Service  and  difcharged,  were  forced  away  from 
their  Friends  and  guarded,  under  Pretence  of  their 
feeing  Deferters,  or  nezv-lijtedy  when  thefe  Things,  I 
fay,  are  duly  confider'd,  the  Unanimity  of  thefe  poor 
People  is  not  at  all  furprizing  1  but  it  is  lurely  an 
Liftance  of  the  Inconveniences,  which  already  arife 
from  the  prefent  Number  of  Crozvn-Officers,  civil  and 
miiitary,  and  of  the  great  Danger,  to  which  our 
Liberties  may  be  ejipofed  by  any  farther  In cr cafe  of 
*ihem. 

On  the  fecond  Day   of  Election  for  Me?nber,.  the 

Mob  difcover'd  tiie  fame  Inclination  to  Riots,  which 

O  3  They 


i6i        The  Craftsman.    N^  347, 

Tliey  had  djone  at  the  former  Eleftion  for  Ma^;ory  -and 
being  afiembled  in  a  great  Body,  They  march'd  in-  a 
tumukuous  Manner  through  the  City,  ^rm'd  with 
Barjel'jlaves,  in  the  Form  of  Faulchion,=-',  and  vvith 
large  Siicks,  thro'  the  Heads  of  which  Spike-fmils  were 
driven,  that  ftuck  out  above  an  Inch,  alTaulting  the 
Conftables,  commiiTion'd  by  the  Magijiracy  to  prevent 
Diforders,  without  any  Sort  of  Provocation ;  but  by 
the  Refolution  of  thofe  Officers^  the  Rioters  were  over- 
power'd  ;  their  defperate  Arms  taken  from  Them  ;  and 

difperfed. This,    I  fuppofe,    was  another  Inllance 

of  Rebellion  ! 

From  that  Time,  the  I'eace  of  the  City  was  pre- 
ferved  with  much  Difficulty,  to  the  great  Satisfaftion 
of  the  Inhabitants ;  who,  having  the  Freedom  of  polHng 
without  Danger  to  their  Ferfons,  Air.  Grofvenor  had  a 
Majority  oi  Rejiants  of  i66,  and  of  Voters  in  general 
of  361  ;  from  whence  it  appears  that  the  Interell:  of 
the  Grofvenor  Family  in  the  City  of  Chcjter  never  ap- 
peared to  greater  Advantage  than  in  this  Election^  not- 
wdthilanding  the  extraordinary  Meafures,  •  that  were 
taken  to  defhroy  it. 

It  ought  to  be  obferved  that  many  of  the  Ccv.fi ahksy 
iippointed  at  Mr.  Manleyh  Requeft,  upon  the  late  Elec- 
tion of  Mn'jor,  were  fo  far  from  preferving,  or  endea- 
vouring to  .preserve  the  Peace  of  the  City,  that  They 
frequently  joined  the  RioicrSy  and  encouraged  Them 
to  commit  the  mofl  outrageous  Infults  \  for  "^vhich . 
Reafon,  it  was  found  neceiTary,  upon  the  lare  Eletftion 
of  a  Me?nber^  to  appoint  other  Perfons^  in  their  Room, 
to  prevent  the  like  Diforders,  as  well  as  a  greater 
Number  than  was  conftituted  at  the  A%?sr's  Election, 
•who  w^ere  by  no  Means  able  to  oppoie  a  mercenary 
and  arni'd  Mcb,  encouraged  to  commit  the  greateil 
Cruelties. 

During  the  late  Eleflion,  the  Mob  was  out  of  Mca- 
fure  infolent  not  on:y  to  the  Corfiables,  but  to  all  the 
Magifi rates  of  the  Ciiy,  who  with  great  Temper  bore 

'      their 
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their  ill  Treatment,  to  prevent  if  poffible  any  Dlforders, 
till  the  Conftahks  were  attack'd  in  the  Manner  afore- 
faid,  and  laid  under  the  Neceffity  of  oppofing  and 
dilarming  the  Rioters,  for  the  Safety  of  Themfelves  and 
tlie  reft  of  the  Citizens ;  and  it  is  manifellly  owing  to 
,  the  Caution  of  the  Mayor,  in  appointing  a  fufficient 
-  Number  of  Conjlables  to  preferve  the  Peace,  that  the 
City  was  not,  at  the  late  Eledlion  of  a  Member,  in  the 
fame  unhappy  Circumilances,  which  it  was  in  at  the 
Eleftion  of  a  Major. 

R.  t  am,   SIR,  &c. 


Td    CALEB    D'ANVERS,     Ef^; 
Dear  Caleb, 

'^PIE  Pension-Bill   being  again  brought  into 

the  Hcufe  of  Commons,  and  likely  to  pafs  with 

the  fame  Unanimity  that  it  hath  three  Times  already, 
We  hope  it  will  meet  with  better  Succefs  than  ifhath 
hitherto  done  in  the  other  Houfe,  and  that  future  Ages 
will  be  fecured  from,  the  Dangers  of  Corruption  within 
Dsors,  by  tlfe  united  Voice  of  the  whole  Legiflature. 

In  the  miean  Time,  give  me  Leave  to  make  one  Re- 
mark on  an  elegant  Speech,  lately  publiih'd  in  the  daily 
Coiirant,  and  faid  to  be  fpoken,  laft  Winter,  on  that 
Occafion,  by  an  honourable  Gentleman  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  It  muft  be  confefs'd  that  all  the  late  Writers 
in  that  Paper  are  very  arch,  though  a  little  apt  to  blun- 
der ^  but  there  feems  to  be  fomewhat  in  x^^t  Speech - 
maker  much  Archer ;  and  if  I  had  the  Privilege  of 
fporting  with  Knighthood,  like  our  renowned  Sing 
James  the  frf,  who  conferr'd  that  Honour  on  a 
Loin  of  Beef,  I  would  dignify  Him  with  the  Ap- 
2'>ellation  of  Sir  Archer. 

Tear  old  Friend  J  and  Correfpondent, 
C,  ^  ,  Bob.  Short, 

Saturday^ 
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ro   CALEB    D^ANVERS,    Efqi 
SIR, 

O  U  have  already  confider'd  the  Cafe  of 
Excises,  with  Regard  to  thePradrice  of 
Holland,  and  expofed  the  Arguments 
0^  the.  minifierial  Writers  on  that  Head, 
by  fhewing  the  different  Circum fiances 
of  the  two  Nations  i  notwithiianding 
which,  They  ftill  infift  upon  it,  in  Favour  of  their 
Scheme,  and  have  endeavour 'd  to  ftrengthen  it  with  an- 
other Inilance  of  the  fame  Kind  in  the  Repubhck  of 
Venice.  This  is  the  chief  Argument -of  a  late  Pam- 
phlet, intided,  The  genimie  TJ:oughts  of  a  Merchant,  i^c. 
But  I  will  defy  the  Author  to  fhew  that  the  Officers,  in 
either  of  thofe  States,  are  veited  with  any  fuch  exor- 
bitant Povv'ers,  as  are  lodged  in  Them  here  by  the  Stat. 
10  Geo.  L  a.rA  other  Exclfe  La7vs  ;  or  charged  with 
fuch  a  Number  of  Rules,  tending  to  the  Molellation 
of  the  People,  under  the  fcvereft  Penalties,  as  are  pre- 
fcribed  to  Them  by  the /aid 'J^. 

Let  us  therefore  draw  a  Comparifon  between  the  Ex- 
eifes  in  thcfe  Cofiimcvzveahhs  and  in  this  Kingdofn  -,  and 
as  it  may  happen  to  be  the  laft  Time  that  you,  Mr. 
jyjnz'er.s,  will  be  allowed  to  fpeak  with  Freedom  on 
this  Subjeft,  I  hope  you  will  not  refufe  it  a  Place  in 
your  Paper. 

The  Officers  of  Excife,  in  thofe  Countries,  are  em- 
power'd  only  to  colleft  the  Duties,  and  not  allow'd  to 
harrafs  the  People  aftervv^ards  ;  \vhereas  our  Excifemen 
may  put  the  Trader  to  infinite  Trouble  and  Vexation, 

after 
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after  the  Crown  is  fully  fatisfy'd  ;  which  often  proves 
of  worfe  Confeq^uence  to  Him  than  paying  double  the 
Duty.  '  \    ■ 

The  Dutch  Excifemen  have  no  Power  of  entering  and 
fearching  Houfes  as  the  Englijh  have,  by  the  Afis  be= 
fore-mention'd. 

The  Officers  in  Holland  are  not  appointed  by  the 
Stadtholder,  nor  in  l^^nice  by  the  Doge  ;  but  in  Efig- 
b7id  They  are  nominated  by  the  Kmg^  and  remo^'eabIe 
at  his  Pleafure. 

In  Holland  and  Venki',  the  Duties  collefted  by  Ex- 
cife  are  intirely  apply'd  to  the  publick  Service'  of  the 
refpeflive  States  ;  v/hereas,  in  England,  great  Part  of 
the  Fines  and  Forfeitures  comes  into  the  Pockets  of  the 
Crozun  Officers,  and  for  that  Res fon  tempts  Them  to  op- 
prefs  the  Subjedl. 

Befides,  in  England  not  only  the  Officers,  but  like- 
wife  the  Judges  of  all  OiFences  againfl  the  Laws  q{  Ex- 
cife  are  appointed  by  the  Crown,  which  is  to  have  a 
large  Share  of  the  Excije  itfelf ;  whereas  in  Holland  zvA 
Venice  Thole,  who  appoint  the  Officers  of  the  Revenue, 
and  Thofe,  who  are  the  Judges  of  OiFences  againft  Ex- 
dfe  Laws,  have  not  the  leaft  Gain  from  Fines  and  For^ 
feitures ;  but  the  whole  Produce  of  the  Revenue  belongs 
to  the  Commonv/ealth. 

Holland  hath  been  particularly  cited  by  the  learned 
Advocates  for  Excifes  as  an  Example,  which  ought  to 
be  follovy'd  in  Great  Britain.  I  will  therefore  acquaint 
Them  with  another  Circumftance  in  the  Government 
of  that  State,  which  feems  to  have  efcaped  their  KnoVk^-= 
ledge,  and,  if  followed  here,  v/ould  overturn  their  vvhole 
Syllem  of  P^eafoning  on  this  Subjeft.  The  provincial 
States  of  Holland  meet  four  Times  a  Year  certain,  and 
oftner,  as  Occaiion  requires.  During  the  Interval  of 
their  Seffions,  or  what  We  call  the  Recefs  of  Parli- 
ament, a  Co?nmitee  of  State  fits  continually,  and  calls 
Them  together,  upon  extraordinary  Occafions,  as  They 
fee  Caufe.     At  the  fame  Time  with  the  Summo?is,  They 

•  likewife 
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likewife  fend  a  Particular  of  the  Heads,  which  are  to 
be  debated  by  the  AJfembly  ;  to  the  End  that  the  Coun- 
cil of  every  City,  taking  the  Matter  into  Confideration 
amongft  Themfelves,  may  give  fuch  Orders  therein  to 
their  refpeBivs  Deputies  as  They  judge  proper  \  no 
Bufmefs  being  to  come  under  the  Dehberation  ©f  the 
provincial  States,  without  firft  giving  Notice,  of  it  to 
each  City.  - —  But  our  zuorthy  Advccafes  for  Exeifes  aie 
pleafed  to  contend  that  the  Cities  and  Boroughs  oi  Great 
Britaift,  which  have  a  Right  of  fending  F.eprejhilqtives 
t-o  Parliament,  are  guilty  of  Sedition,  in  giving  their 
Proxies  Inflruftions  to  oppofe  any  farther  Extenfion  of 
the  Excife  Lazvs,  though  They  are  all  unanimous  in 
their  Opinion  that  it  will  tend  to  the  Deftrudlion  of 
their  Tirade,  the  Lofs  of  their  Liberties,  and  the  Sub- 
verfion  of  the  Brityh  Coriftitutioti.  Nay,  the  old  Court- 
Party  ^Abhorrers,  which  v<^%  fo  juilly  branded  by 
Parliament,  in  the  R.eign  of  King  Charles  the  fecond, 
begins  to  revive  and  menace  us,  with  tlie  profound  I\lrs. 
0-'-^i?r/7^  at  their  Head.  - 

Let  us  ROW  conilder  the  Government  of  Venice  j 
v/here  the  Duke,  though  the  chief  MagiHrate  of  the 
State,  is  almofl  deititute  of  any  Power,  as  a  Governor  ; 
being  little  more  than  a  Pageanfof  State.  He  is  fo  far 
from  being  a  Gainer  by  that  Dignity,  that  it  is  efteem'd  • 
burthenibme  to  Him^  his  Income  not  being  equal  to  the 
Expences,  which  are  necefiary  to  fupport  itj  and  be- 
fidcs  He  may  be  call'd  to  Account  by  \}£-it  Seignor-^^  if 
They  have  Grounds  to  fufpeft  Him  of  any  Defj  gn  againft 

-  the  Liberties  of  the  State.  The   King  of  Great 

Britain,  on  the  other  Hand,  hath  not  only  a  Civil-Lifl 
for  the  Support  of  his  royal  Houfehold,  which  is  thought 
to  be  already  near  07ie  Million  per  Annum,  but  is  alfo  in- 
trufted  with  the  Difpofition  of  the  pnblick  Revenues. 
The  Judges,  Mngifirates  and  other  Officers  of  the  King- 
-  dom,  both  civil  and  military,  are  in  his  Nomination,  and 
molt  of  Them  removeable  at  his  Pleafure.  He  likewife 
appoints  and  traniktes  my  Lords  the  Bijhops,  In  fliort, 
•  almoit 
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8lnion:  every  Branch  of  our  Government  adds  to  the 
Pozuer  of  the  Crozun,  and  nothing  can  ever  reftrain  it 
f  om  becoming  ahjolute,  but  the  perlbnal  Virtues  of  the 
Prince^  and  the  Continuance  of  a  free  and  Uficorrupt 
Parliament. 

The  Fenetians-2LVt  great  Enemies  to  Bribery,  as  well 
as  feVere  Punifliers  of  it  when  difcover'd  ;  and  the  Duke 
Himfelfpays  a  larger  Proportion  of  all  Tax  fhan  any 
other  Per  ion. 

The  Goverments  of  Venice  and  Holland  are  therefore 
in  no  Danger  from  an  Excife,  under  the  Circumitahces 
and  Reilri6lions  beforemention'd . 

I  am  informed  that  the  Excifes  in  France  are  under 
much  the  fame  Regulations,  with  Regard  to  the  Officers, 
w^ho  have  no  Power  of  entering  and  fe arching  Houfes  j 
{o  that,  if  This  be  true,  our  boafled  Land  of  Liberty  is 
in  a  worfe  Condition,  on  this  Account,  than  even  the 
arbitrary  Kingdom  o{  France,  or  perhaps  any  Nation  in 
the  World. 

Arch-biihop  Tillotfon  obferves  of  the  Romijh  Religion, 
that  it  were  better  to  have  no  Religion  than  -one,  -that 
tends  to  the  Opprejfton  of  Mankind  i  and  may  it  not  with 
equal  PvCafon  be  laid  of  Government ',  better  to  have 
none  than  one,  which  tends  Jo  the  Ruin  of  the  People,  in- 
Jtead  of  their  Protection?  — '■ ■  Would  it  not  be  ex- 
tremely fevere,  nay  even  tyrannical,  if  Taxes  iliould  be 
fo  collefted,  as  to  deilroy  the  very  End  of  raifnig  them  -, 
viz.  the  Prefervation  of  ihe  People  in  their  Trade,  Rights 
and  Liberties  P 

But  We  are  told  by  the  Advecates  for  Power,  that  the 
Merchants  (hall  have  greater  Encouragement  by  an  Ex~ 
cife  than  They  now  enjoy;  and  the  Fetters  fhall  be  fo 
nicely  prepared  and  fitted  to  the  Legs  o^  Retailers,  that 
They  will  be  in  Love  with  them  and  verify  the  Pre- 
diftion  of  our  prefent,  excellent  Laureat,  in  his  Birth" 
DayOdQ, 

And  haughty  Britons  hug  their  Chains,  ' 

Thefe 
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Thefe  Writers  fpeak  to  thQ  Merchants  zndi  T^'aders  ex-' 
aflly  in  the  Strain  of  Locktt  to  Captain   Mackheathy 
whilft  one  of  the  Turnkeys  is  failening  the  Irons  to  his 

Legs. Do  but   examine  the??iy  Sir. Never 

was  better  Work^ -Howgenteely  they  are  made ?  — . 

^ei'lljit  as  eafy  as  a  Glove,  and  the  nic eft  Man  in  Eng- 
land 'need  not  be  ajhamed  to  wear  them. 

But  furely  the  Merchants  are  the  beil  Judges  them- 
felves,  in  Cafes  of  this  Nature.  It  is  downright  P^/^;^? 
in  Politicks,  to  call  Chains  and  Incumbrances  on  Trade 
Liberty  d^vA  Encouragement.  The  People  of  Gr^<^/  Bri- 
tain are  not  yet  blind  ;  and  it  happens  a  little  unlucky 
for  the  Prcjeffor,  that  all  of  Them,  who  are  not  vifibly 
fway'd  by  Intereft,  are  united  in  their  Opinion  of  this 
Scheme,  and  their  Gppofition  to  it. 

With  Regard  to  the  Merchant-Importers,  if  it  could 
be  fo  managed,  that  the  Burthen  lliould  not  fall  direftly   ■ 
upon  Ti^em  ;  would. not  the  Oppreffion  of  the  Retailers 
ultimately  affeft   the  Merchants  ?  Can  They  fell  their 
Goods  without  giving  Credit  to  the  Retailers ;  and  if 
the  Retailers  are  put  to  extraordinary  Hardfliips  and 
Expences  does  not  This  tend  to  impoverifli  Them.,  and  . 
confequently  render  Them  unable  to  pay  tht  Merchant  f 
Let  us   now  take   a  fliort  View  of  the  Scheme  of 
Excifes,   as  the  mode-il  Author  of  the  genuine  Thoughts 
hath  Irated  it,    with  Regard   to  the  piblick  Revenue. 
He  tells  us.    Page  27,    that  the  Lofs  in  the  Duties  on 
Wine   and  Tobacco  does  not  fall  far  Jhort  of  \zd.  in 
the  Round  upon  Land  ;  and  that  all  the  Frauds  upon  thefe 
Articles  will  be  prevejited,    if  the   Retailer  pays   the 
Duty ;    meaning  by  an  Excife.     If  ,this  ill-grounded 
Fiftion  (for  fo  it  is)  w^ere  really  true,  near  500,000/. 
"^per  Ann.  w^ould  be  advanced  by  an  Excife  on  Wine  and 
Tobacco-,    but  a   great  Part  of  the  Duties  on  Z^^'^Ci?;;^-    ■ 
?r.Gdities  being   appropriated  to  .the  Ufe  of  the  CrtJS'/?, 
tlie  Revenue  of  the  Civil-Lifi  would   be  confiderably 
increafed  by  fuch  an  Alteration,  and  t]\^. Pub  tick  would 
4iave  only  a  Pa7't  of  this  Advance.     The  Infmuation 

therefore 
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ihcreFore  that  an  Exc'ife  would  produce  an  Equivalent 
to  \2d.  in  the 'Pound  on  Land  is  a  fallacious  Argument; 
^nd  I  am  perfuaded  that  the  Author  had  no  Diredion 
to  lay,  nor  indeed  does  He  fay,  that  the  vjhole  Advance 
of  the  Dutj  by  an  Excife,    fhould  it  be  really  advanced, 
will  accrue  to  the  Publick.    Now  if  the  Crown  fhould 
gain  a  large  Advance  to  its  Revenue,  by  the  Execution 
of  this  Scheme ^    as   well  as  an  Addition  of  Poiver,  by 
an  Increase  of  Officers ;    might  it  not  prove  dangerous 
to  our  Conftitution? — The  Safety  oi Europe  is  prefei-ved 
only   by    a  due  Ballance  of  Power.    The  Safety  of  all 
free  Governments  is  founded  on  the  fame  Equilibrium^ 
bv  which  only  it  can  be  preferved  ;  and  if  the  Power 
of  the  Crozun^    in   this  Nation,    Ihould  ever  out- weigh 
the  Power  of  the  Peoples  will  not  a  bad  Pri?ice  be  able, 
at  Pleafure,   to  invade  and  deftroy  the  Rights  of  the 
People? — Is  not  the  Power  of  the  Crown  as  great,  or 
greater,  at  this  Time,    than  it  hath  been  for  feme  Ages 
-pift  t- — Is  rot  the  Ci-vil-Uft  Revenue  vallly  larger  now 
.  than  it  was  in  former  Reigns?— Nay,    even  in  the 
,very  Cafe,    now   under   Debate,    let  it  *  be  confider'd 
whether  the  People   of  Great  Britain  have  too  much 
Power.     They  have   concurr'd,  almoll-univerfally,  in 
their  Declarations  againft  this  Prcjecl,  without  any  Re-  . 
gard  to  Part's^-DijiinSiions^    or  Differences  in  Religion. 
They  have  requeiled  their  Rcprefentatives,    in  the  molt 
earnefc  Ivlanner,    to  oppofe  it ;    and  no  Infiance  can  be 
produced  from  our  Pliilory,  in  which  the  People  were 
more  vigoroufly   imited,    without  coming  to  Violence, 
than  on  this  Occasion.  Yet  notwirhilanding  this  geneial 
Abhorrence  of  the  People,    fo  fully  manifeltrd,    againll 
any  farther  Excifcy  the  Scheme  is  ftill  purfued,  and  the 
Proje£lor  harh  declared   his  Refolation  to  make  an  At- 
tempt on  their  Reprefentatives,    to   put  Tliem  under 

-  this  Take. Doth   nor   This  fhcw  that   the   united 

Strength   of  the  whole  People  is  very  inconfderahle  in 

.   hi?  Eves ;    n:.y,  even  fo  weak  as  not  to  have  fufficient 

Infiutnce   on    their   own    Reprejmtativcs  to  oppoie    a 

Vol  X.  P'  Defign, 
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Defign,  which  they  dread  as  a  Pefiilence  ?  And  if  a 
Majority  of  Them  fhould  be  induced  to  eftabiifh  it, 
in  diied  Oppofition  to  llofey  whom  They  reprefent, 
and  from  whom  only  They  derive  their  Power  ;  will 
it  not  amount  to  a  melancholy  Demonftration  that  the 
People  of  Great  Britain  do  not  abound  with  too  much 
Power,  even  at  this  Time  ;  or  rather  that  the  Ballance 
cf  Power  IS  already  too  much  againft  Them  ? — Will 
not  every  Addition  to  the  Revenue  of  the  Crown  give 

an  Addition  to  the  Tower  of  the  Crown  P^ Will  not 

every  Addition  of  Taxes,  paid  by  the  People  to  the 
Crown,    diminiih  pro  tanto   the  Riches  of  the  People, 

and  the  Power  of  the  People? Will  not  every  new 

Levy  and  Increafe  of  Ojfcers  add  likewife  to  the  Power 
cfthe  Crozvn,  and  the  Influence  of  the  Crown^  over  the 
Reprefent atives  cf  the  People,  even  in  the  Eledlion  of 
thofe  Reprefentatives?'^ — So  that  which  Way  foever 
2Xi  Excife  be  confider'd^  it  w'lW  be  found  pernicious  to 
the  People,  and  dangerous  to  cur  Conftitution. 

The  loyal  Author  of  the  genuine  Thoughts  feems  very 
-sngry  that  ¥/e  fhould  take  the  Liberty  to  mention  the 
Crown,  in  fo  invidious  a  Manner  -,  and  tells  us  that,  in 
-a  Revolution-Go'vernment,  the  Crown  ftgnifies  no  more 
than  the  Conftitution,  or  the  executive  Power  of  the 
Laws.  This  I  readily  admit;  but  how  it  can  ferve 
his  Purpofe,  I  am  at  a  Lo.'s  to  guefs ;  for  the  Revolu- 
tion was  certainly  founded  on  the  Principles  o{ Liberty 
and  with  a  Defign  of  abridging  the  Power  of  the 
Crown,  not  of  increaiing  it ;  whereas  it  can  be  proved 
that  the  Crown  is  already  polTeft  of  more  Povv-er  than 
it  eniovM .  lander  any  of  the  Stuarts,  and  that  the 
Projeft'of  extending  the  Excife  Laws  hath  a  direifl 
Tendency  to   make  it  sbfolute.  | 

Since  therefore  it  muft  be  allowed  by  all  the  Advocates  \ 
for  this  Scheme,   that  there  is   no  immediat,e  Necefhry ' 
for  it ;   both  the  Publick  and  the  Crown  having  as  much 
.Revenue,  at  prefent,  as  a  Timeof  P^^iV  can  be  rea- 
fonably  thought  to  req  uire ;  fince  it  is  found   by  Ex- 
■  _  peiicricei 
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Perienc-  rhat  the  Method  of  collefting  Duties  on  foreign 
Goods  by  Excije  hath  been  extremely  grievous  to  the 
People,  and,  by-  impoverifliing  Them,  tends  to  make 
Them  burtheniome  on  the  landed  Interefi,  for  their  ne- 
ceiTary  Support;  {inQt.this  Method  hath  proved  in-\ 
efFedual  to  prevent  Fi  auds  and  Smu^rgl'mg  in  feveral 
Commodities,  ah-eady  excifed;  and,  if  it  Ihould  have  the 
propofed  Effect,  may  deitroy  that  Ballance  of  Pozver^ 
which  is  neceifary  to  fupport  the  Conflitution  ;  fince  it 
gives  the  Officers  an  exorbitant  Power  of  depriving  any 
Subjeft,  at  Pleafure,  of  his  lawful  Trade,  by  arbitrary 
Fines,  and  thereb  /  influences  the  People  in  their  Votes 
for  proper  Perfons  to  reprefent  Them  in  F arltament ; 
iince  the  Excifes,  lately  impofed,  have  already  kindled 
great  Heats  and  Animofities  in  a  vail  Number  of  his 
Majefcy's  Subjeftj,  and  the  farther -Extenilon  of  them 
■  will  in  Proportion  fpread  thofe  Animofities  to  many 
more  ;  lince  the  beft  Security  of  his  Majeily  refides  in 
the  Hearts  and  Affeftions  of  his  People,  who  have  de- 
,  dared  the  moil  dreadful  Apprchenlions  from  any 
farther  Excife',  and  fmce  notliing  is  more  dangerous 
than  to  fbw  the  Seeds  of  Difcontent,  which  are  apt  to 
grow  fail:  enough  of  their  ov/n  Accord  i  it  is  hoped, 
for  all  thefe  Reafonf,  that  any  Sche?ne,  or  Propofal  of 
this  Nature,  WiW  be  reje6led  to  the  Joy  and  Satisiadion 
of  the  whole  Kingdom. 

I  a?7i,  SIR,  See. 
D.R. 

pHItELEUTHERUS   BrITANNICUS. 


.    To    CALEB    B'ANVERS,    Ef^; 
SIR, 

TH  AT  yoii  may  leave  nothing  untouch'd,  which 
concerns   the  Subjedt  of  Excifes,.   I  fhall  take 
Notice  of  fome  new  Things,    that  are  flarted  every 

P   2  Day^ 
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Day,  by  the  Creaticres  ofPctver.    How  can  any  Body, 
fay  'Tksy^    be  fo  unreaibnable  as  to  oppofe  a  Scheme,  the 
Intention  of  which  is  to  lay  the  Duties,  already  enafted, 
equally  upon  all  the  Confumers  ?    For  Inilance,  in  the 
two  Commodities,  Wine  and  Tubticco,  the  firft  Fruits  of 
the  general  Scheme,    it  is  evident   that    they  are  not 
raifed  over  the  Ifland  in  Proportion  to  their  Con'ump- 
tion  ;  for  of  near  700,000/.  the  Produce  of  the  Duties 
upon  Wi7ie  and  Tobacco,  Scotland  psys  hardly  4000 /. 
upon  their  Tobacco  ;    and   though  there  is  more  French 
IVine,  perhaps,    imported  into  Scotland  than  into  Eng- 
land, the  Amount  of  That  is  but  a  very  inconfiderable 
^  Sum;  whereas  their  Confumpdon  o^Wine  and  Tobacco 
is  at  kail  a  fcventh  Part  of  That  of  the  whole  Ill.nJ. 
They  tell  us,    that  we  have  been  always  complaining 
that  the  Revenue  o^  Scotland  bringsln  little  or  nothing 
.to  the  Pub!ick,  and  at  the  fame  Time  find  Fault  ^\ith 
a  Scheme,    vv^hich  v^ill  certainly  im^prove  it ;  for  if  the 
Duty  upon  V/lne  and  Tobacco   fliould  bring  in,    by  a 
rigorous  Exadion  of  the  Tax,  one  Million,  Scotland  mull: 
pay  above  140,000/.  yearly  towards' it-.    I  freely  own 
that  I  have  no  other  Anlwer  to  make  to  this  Argum.ent 
at  prefent,    than  that  the  Scots  Gentry  and  Nobility, 
with  v/hom  I  have  the  Honour  to  be  acquainted,   have 
allured    Me  that  their  Country    cannot  bear  fuch  an 
additional  Burthen ;    that  it  is  impoffible  to  wean  the 
better  Sort   of  People  from   the  Ufe  oUVine,    and   the 
•People  in  general  from  the  Ufe  of  Tobacco^    till  by   the 
Scarcity  of  Specie  They  have  not  a  Penny   left   to   pay 
for  either  ;    and  that  They  have  had  fufficient  Proof  of 
This  from  the  Manners  of  their  People.    It  would  be 
very  impertinent  in  Me  to  judge  of  the  State  g^  Scot- 
land better  than  their  own  People  and  Members ;  and 
J  fliall  begin  to  fufped  my  Information,  if  They  ihould 
both  acquiefce  under  this  Impofition,  and  can  ealily  pay 
a  yearly  Sum    of   140,000/.    without   hurting  their 
Country.    lean  only  fay  in  general  o'i  Excifes  upon 
Commodities,    which  by  NecciTity  or  Habit  are   of 

univerfal 
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univerlal  Confumption,  that  by  a  rigorous  Exaftion 
they  mull  be  very  unequal  in  Countries,  where  there  is 
a  lefs  Plenty,  and  a  much  fmaller  Circulation  of  Specie ; 
and  if  they  are  upon  Home-Commodities,  the  Rate  of 
them  mud  change,  according  to  the  local  Price  of  the 
Commodities  exclfed.  To  lay  equal pj ares  of  a  Burthen 
upon  Creatures  of  unequal  Strefigth  is  bad  Mechanicks  ; 
and  yet  This  mull  be  the  Confequence  o^fuch  a  Scheme  ; 
for  the  Scots  cannot  have  any  Pretence  from  the  Articles 
of  the  Union  tq  defire  any  Exemption  from  a  general 
Tax,  laid  for  the  Supply  of  the  Gover7Wient.  I  will  fay- 
no  more  ;  for  the  Excife,  at  prefent,  is  like  the  Italian 
Game  of  Cinque.  Ttie  great  Man  hath  his  right  Hand 
under  his  left  Arm.  He  may  bring  out  one,  two,  three, 
four  Fingers,  his  Pal^i  quite  open,  or  quite  fhut,  as  he 
pleafeth. 

C.  I a?n,  SIR,   ^V. 
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HEN  a  Debate  arifes  concerning  any 
great  Point  of  Government,  which  hatk 
ever  been  controverted  before,  it  is  na-' 
-tural  for  the  contending  Parties  on  both 
Sides  to  llrengthen  their  relpedive  Argu- 
ments with  the  Authorities  of  Thofe,- 
who  preceded  Them,  and  exhauil  all  the  Learning  They 
can  hnd  extant  on  the  fame  Subjedl.  But  in  our  late 
Difputes  about  Excifes,  the  concurrent  Teftimonies  of 
all  the  beil:  Writers"  in  this  Kingdom,  ever  fmce  that 
Word  was  firil  naturalized  'amongft  us,  appear  on  one 
Sidey  and  the  mlnijhrial  Writers  have  been  very  much 

P  3  puzzled 
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puzzled  to  find  any  x'\uthorities  in  their  Favour.  They 
have  been  forced  to  fpin  their  main  Arguments  out  of 
their  o\Tn  Brains,   and  oppofe  thofe    Cobwebs  to  the 
ftrong  Texture  of  Loch,  Hampden,  and  other  mafterly 
Writers.     It  hath  often  moved  my  Compafiion  to  fee 
Them   in  fuch  Diftrefs,  and  even  inclined  Me  to  give 
Them  an  helping  Hand.    For  this  Purpofe,  I  have  long 
had  an  Intention  of  pointing  out  a  litde  Piece  in  the 
Kitate  Tra^Sy   which   I  thought  might  be  of  Service  to 
Them  ',  but  having  been  hitherto  prevented  in  the  Exe- 
cution of  fo  generous  a  Defign,  I  find  myfelf,  in  fome 
Meafure,    anticipated    by    tlie   Author  of  the  ge?iuine 
thoughts,  who  hath  fnrich'd  his  .Performance  with  fe- 
deral  Quotations  from   that   Treatife,    concerning  the 
Method  of  Taxation  in  Holland  ^nd  Venice.     I  wonder, 
indeed,  that  He  fhould  conceal  the  Title,    (  Taxes   no 
Ch  A  RG  E  )  which  would  of  itfelf  do  Credit  to  his  Party, 
and  ought  to  be  inferted  in  their  Code  ol  politic al  F ar a- 
d'QXes.     It  founds  very  much  like  the  Expreffion  of  the 
mad  Baylor  in   the  Play ;  fnip  goe  the  Sheers,   and  the 
iCloth  is  never  the  porter.     Excifcs  are  a  Sort  o^  political 
Sheers,  which  cut  off  fomething  from  every  Man's  Pro- 
perty, and  yet  nobody,  according  to  the/e  Writers,  is  a 
Sufferer  by  them. 

This  courtly  Piece  was  publifiiM  foon  after  the  Re- 
•^olution,  and  written  with  a  Defign  of  reconciling  the 
People  to  thofe  Methods  of  Taxation,  which  were 
thought  necelTary  at  that  Time.  In  order  to  This,  the 
Author  propofes  to  fiiew  the  "Nature,  XJfe  and  Benefit  of 
Taxes  in  this  Ki?igdo?n,  and co?npare  them  tvith  the  Im- 
_^cJitions  of  foreign  States ;  together  with  their  Improvements 
^  Trade,  inl^ime  of  War. 

He  begins  with  obferving  that  Tribide,  or  as  We 
mzv  call  it,  Cufloms,  Taxes,  ^c.  were  originally  a 
Mnrk  of  Servitude,  being  the  Impolitions  of  Conquerors 
on  the  Conquej'd',  and  that  the  Romans  ^vere  the  firft 
People  on  Record,  who  converted  thefe  barbarous  Ex- 
'  gallons  into  regular  and  e^ual  Taxes  for  the  Support  of 

civil 
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civil  Government.     This,  fays   He,  enabled  Them    to 

pay  their  Army  and   Minillers  of  State  fo  zvell,  that 

^be-^  lay  not  under  the  temptation,  of  Violence,  or  Bribery. 

So  far  I  agree  with  Him  ;  and  believe  no  Man  will 
grumble  at  any  Taxes,  which  are  necelTary  to  keep  the 
People  from  the  Ravage  o/'  So  l  d  i  e  r  s,  or  the  worfe  Ex- 
aBions  and  Corruptions  ^Civil  Magistrates.  But 
the  Misfortune  is,  as  He  allows  himfelf,  that  the  Romans 

foon  became  Artijls  in  taxing  the  People  j  and  I  wifh  their 
Example  had  never  been  copied  by  fbme  other  Nations^ 
in  the  more  civilized  Ages  of  the  World ! 

The  Praflice  of  Holland  and  Venice,  with  Regard  to 
Taxes,  hath  been  fufficiently  explained  in  our  laft  Paper  ; 
but  there  is  one  Remark  on  the  latter,  in  the  Tradl  now 
before  Me,  which  deferves  a  little  Votice.  We  are  told 
/i?^/ i'/^^  Venetians,  be  fides  great  Cujloms  upon  all  Mer- 
chandize, pay  Excife/t?r  every  Bit  of  Bread  and  Meat  \  nay 

for  tbevery'SA'LT  They  eat.  This  Paffage  is  quoted  by  the 
Author  of  the  geiiuine  Thoughts-,  but  for  w^hat  Purpofe, 

,1  confefs  myfelf  at  a  Lofs  to  guefs.  A  Tax  uponiS^//, 
one  of  the  moil:  neceiTary  Provifions  of  Life,  is  here 
mention'd  as  the  fevereft  Impofition,  that  can  be  laid  on 
any  Nation  ;  and  in  order  to  fhew  how  happy  the  People 
of  England  were,  at  that  Time,  in  not  havmg  2.rij  fuch 
Tax.  But,  for  God  fake,  is  That  our  Cafe  at  prefent  ? 
Do  We  not  pay  a  Duty  for  every  Grain  o^  Salt,  that 
We  ufe,  ten  Times  above  the  original  Value  j  and  can 
any  Man  of  common  Senfe  think  this  Circumllance  of 

.  a  t'ijrannical  Afijiocracy  ( for  fo  it  is )  a  good  Argument 
in  Behalf  of  the  late  Revival  of  the  Salt  Duty,  or  the 
prefent  Scheme  for  extending  Excifes  in  this  Kingdom  ? 
It  is  TiOloxiom,  \ki2X.  this  particular  Kind  of  Tax  \N7kz  al- 
ways elleemM  a  grievous  Impofition,  and  hath  occa- 
fion'd  terrible  Convulfions  in  feveral  Nations.  It  was 
■£rft  received  in  Trance  with  great  Pvcluftancy.  In  Na- 
ples it  vvovk'd  up  a  defperate  Infurreclion  ;  and  the  iirft 
Man,  who  introduced  it  amongll  the  antient  Romans,  is 
4^4iver'd  down  to  Pofterity  under  tlie  Name  of  Sali- 

vatori 
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f^ator  ;  or  what  may  be  call'd  in  EngUJIp^  the  Pichler  ef 
the  People, 

r  Ihall  now  cite  fome  other  Paffages  from  this  Trea- 
tife,  which  our  prefent  minifterial  Writers  have  thought 
proper  to  omit. 

In  fpeaking  of  the  Taxes  in  France^  He  diftinguifhes 
between  them  and  our  Englijb  Taxes  in  the  following 
Manner, 

"  France  makes  a  fair  Shew  to  the  People ;  and  yet 
"  makes  a  better  Market  for  the  King.  He  impofes 
*^  Duties,  under  the  Pretence  of  the  Parliament's  laying 
**  them  on  the  People  ;  but  at  the  fame  Time  it  is  only 
^'  the  Ki'/ig's  Word,  that  makes  the  Ordinaiice  of  Par- 
''  liament ;  not  as  here  in  England,  where  it  comes  laft 
"  to  the  King  for  the  royal  AlTent ;  but  there  the  King 
*'  fends  the  Parliament  Word,  that  He  zuil!  have  fo  much 
*'  Monsy,  and  all  the  Favour  They  can  obtain  from  Him 
"  is,  to  place  it  on  fuch  Commodities,  or  Ways,  as 
"  They  think  moii  expedient. 

It  appears  from  hence  that  the  only  Advantage  V/e 
enjoy  above  our  Neighbours  in  France  confifis  in  the 
Difference  of  our  Parliaments ;  v/hich  ought  to  make  us 
extremely  watchful  in  preferving  the  Independe'ncy  of 
thoje  Affemblics  ;  for  if  the  Crown  ihould  ever  gain  fucii 
an  Afcendency  as  to  controul  the  Ordinances  of  Parlia-  , 
Tflent^  it  will  be  ridiculous  in  us  to  boalt  of  any  Pre- 
heminence.  Nay,  We  fee  that  even  the  Parliaments  of 
France  have  the  Favour  of  raifing  Money  for  the  King 
h^  fuch  Ways  and  Means  as  They  think  molt  expedient 
for  the  Eafe  of  the  People  ;  jand  That  is  all  \¥e  tontend 
for  at  prefent. 

He  purfues  this  DiflinsElion  Hill  firthcr,  and  explains 
it  by  the  following  Particulars,  which  delerve  the  At- 
tention of  the  Publick  at  this  Time. 

"  The  Difference,  indeed,  is  great  in  the  Modwi  of 
**  our  Taxes  from  other  Kingdoms,  and  alfo  in  tlie  JJje 
**  of  them.  For  the  Modus  in  other  Kingdom h  They 
*'  generally  confider  only  the  Nabi/ity  and  Gentry,  that 

**  Impofitions 
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•*  Imporitions  may  not  touch,  or  a&eft  ^^em  ;  and 
*♦  care  not  how  inlupporfable,  or  grievous,  they  are  to 
•'  the  Commonalty.  But  wiih  u?,  the  Taxes  reach  every 
«'  Man,  in  Proportion  to  his  ^altty  and  Expcnce. 

*'  In  other  Kingdoms,  They  place  Taxes  only  to  raije 
**  Mone'^i  and  have  no  Regard  to  the  Trdde  of  their 
**  Kingdom,  that  fo  tlieir  Taxes  may  not  prejudice  their 
*'  Commerce.  But  in  England  Care  is  always  had,  that 
**  Impofitions  may  not  impede  our  Trade  and  Manu- 
■  *  *  faftories. 

'*'  Now  as  to  the  Vfe  and  Ernplo'^ment  of  Taxes  in 
**  iithcr  Kingdoms,  they  alfo  differ  much  from  ours. 

•'  In  fome  Kingdoms,  the-y  are  impofed  to  enfave 
**  the  People,  and  keep  Them /i?(?r,  as  in  Mufcovy.  In 
*'  o.her  Parts,  Taxes  are  laid  to  enrich  the  Nobility,  as 
**  in  Poland.  In  others,  to  fill  the  Coffeis  of  the  Prime, 
**  as  in  Florence. 

*•  Whereas  ndne  of  thefe  Ufes  take  up  our  Taxes. 

*'  They  are  with  great  Care  and  Caution  laid  out,  and 

-  **  by  the  fame  Law,  that  raifes  them,  appropriated  for 

'*  a  particular  Service,  and  la  ft  no  longer  upon  the  Feo- 

*'  pie  than  the  Necejfity  of  the  Nation  requires. 

What  a  Bleffiag  is  ii  to  this  Kingdom,  that  We  are 
fo  happily  diftinguilh'd  from  other  Nations  in  all  thefe 
Particulars,  relating  to  the  Impofition,  Modus,  and  Ufe  of 
Taxei  ?  But  before  I  congratulate  my  Country  upon 
this  glorious  Condition,  let  us  follow  our  Author  a  little 
farther  ;  for  He  now  comes  to  the  main  Defign  of  his 
Bifcourfe  ;  which  is  to  fliew  that  Taxes  are  no  Charge. 

In  the  firft  Place,  He  tells  us  that  the  worH  Mem- 
bers of  the  Com?nonivealth,  viz.  the  extravagant  and 
debauchM,  pay  the  greateft  Part  of  our  Taxes  ;  and  ib 
far  as  This  is  true,  I  have  no  Objeflion  to  the  Argu- 
ment ;  but  He  feems  to  carry  it  a  little  too  far  in  the 
following  Paffige,  which  1  recommend  to  the  Confide- 
ration  of  Thofe,  who  contend  for  Excifes,  on  Account 
of  their  Equality,  and  have  been  pleafed  to  cavil  at  an 
Obfervation,  that  Tajies,  i(jhi(h  are  in  Reality  the  moil 

burthenfome 
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burthenfome  to  the  People,  fna'^  become  almoft  iniper* 
ceptible,  by  being  drazvnfro?n  'Them  in  fmall^antities. 
'^  It  will  hardly  gain  Belief,  fays  this  Writer,  that 
'*  there  are  many  of  the  meaner  People,  Labourers  and 
*'  Mechanicks,  who  by  their  Expence,  w^hen  They  are 
(as  too  many  be)  extravagant,  pay  to  the  publick 
Taxes  above  07te  tenth  of  their  daily  Profit ;  as,  fiip- 
pofmg  that  a  labouring  Man  may  QRvxifxteen  Pounds  a 
Tear,  He  will  expend,  though  not  very  extraordi- 
narily profufe,  one  half  of  it  in  Drink  and  Tobacco  ; 
upon  which  the  Duty  of  Ciiftoms  and  Exclfe  is,  at 
*'  leail,  two  Pounds  of  the  eight,  which  He  lays  out  in 
*'  idle  Expcnces.  Now,  it  would  be  'vehemently  de- 
*^  cry'd  and  exdaim.'d  againft,  as  xk^  great ef'  Oppref 
*'  fion  upon  the  Poor  itnaginable^  if  by  a  Poll  or  La7id~ 
**  Tax  this  Man,  that  virtually  pays  forty  Shillings, 
"  fhould  aftually  and  above-board  payj^  many  Pence  ^ 
*•'  by  the  Year. 

He  likewife  obferves,  "  that  fuch  a  poor  Man,^  by 
"  his  little  Luxury  of  ^^-^r  and  Tobacco,  pays  ten  Times 
**  as  mych  in  the  Year,  in  Proportion  to  his  Income, 
*'  as  the  great  eft  Peer. 

He  then  endeavours  to  prove  from  the  Circulation  of 
Taxes,  that  they  are  of  great  Uie  in  the  Improvement  of 
Trade,  and  the  Employment  of  the  Poor  ;  w-hereas  if  it 
ihould  ever  happen  that  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Money, 
raifed  upon  the  People,  Ihould  center  in  <a  few  Hands, 
and  be  lock'd  up  in  private  Coffers,  it  is  demonftrable 
that  Taxes  mull  have  the  contrary  Effect,  and  deftroy 
the  Trade  of  the  Nation. 

But  as  This  is  the  mofc  curious  Part  of  the  whofe,Trea- 
tife,  I  am  fure  my  Readers  v/iil  be  pleafed  with  fome 
farther  Extrads  from  it. 

Having  condemned  all  Taxes,  which  tend  to  debauch^ 
effeminate  and  impoverifh  a  Nation,  by  leflening  its 
publick  Stock,  or  carrying  away  its  People,  H-e  pro- 
ceeds thus. 

"  Nov/ 
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"  Now  in  both  Thefe  the. Trade  of  Taxes  (for 
"  fo,  fn'^s  He,  I  will  call  it  for  the  future )  hath  the 
"  Advantage ;  for  it  carries  nothing  out  of  the  King- 
"  dom,  nor  yet  takes  off  Hands,  that  would  be  better 
**  employ'd;  but,  on  the  contrary,  takes  away  the  Dif- 
"  cafe  of  the  Country,  Idlers,  and  makes  Them  at  leaft 
*'  fo  profitable  as  to  fpefid  Money,  which  They  would 
"  not  be  able  to  do.,  ii  x\iQ  pullick  Revenue  were  not 
*«  their  Stock. 

The  Trade  of  Taxes  is  certainly  a  very  proper  Ex- 
preffion  ;  and  it  mull  be  allov/'d  that  it  hath  lately  been 

•  the  moft  flourijhing  Trade  of  any  in  the  Kingdom  ;  for 
if  the  Reader  will  only  look  into  the  Index  oi  KeebW^ 
Statutes,  He  will  find  no  lefs  than  Ten  or  a  Dozen  large 
Columns  in  Folio,  fili'd  up  with  the  jingle  Article  of 
Taxes  ;  and  when  thole  Colledlions  are  continued 
down  to  the  prefent  Time,  We  fhali  have  Reafon  to 
admire  the  prodigious  Abilities  oifome  Gentlemen,  in  ex- 
tending and  improving  this  Branch  ef  our  Commerce, 
"  The  Poor,  continues  He,  are  employ'd  by  Taxes, 

,  *'  and  are  by  that  Means  taken  off  from  being  a  Charge 
*'  to  the  Kingdom.  Many  Men  of  broken  Fortunes  are 
*'  brought  into  the  Hospital  of  the  R.evenue, 
**  which  may  be  fo  accounted,  lince  it  is  generally  fill'd. 
"  with  P^rfcns,  that  are  reduced  to  fuch  NecelTities  as 
*'  qualify  Them  for  Charity. 

What  a  noble  Hojpital isTKis^^rown,  and  how  amp- 
ly hath  it  been  endow'd  "within  a  few  Years  paii  ?  I  dare 
fay,  it  contains  at  prefent  above  three  Times  as  many 
- Penf  oners  3S  Chelfea  cind  Greenwich  ^wt  tcJgether.  *'-— — -* 
-He  goes  on ; 

*'  This  is  one  Way,  that  Taxes  employ  \hQ-Poor  -, 
**  but  not  the  main  Thing  I  mean  ;  which  is,  that  the 
*'  Trade  of  Taxes  trrv^Xoy^  tho  poor  Artixans  and  Me- 
*'  chanicks,  and  That  in  a  greater  Meafure  than  our 
"  Virginia  and  Plaktat.ion  Trade,  which  We 
*'  with  fo  little  Reafon  fo  much  boall  of  in  thefe  King- 
-*'  donis, 

Methinks- 


i8o        3^«?  Craftsman.    N^  349. 

Methinks,  it  is  very  furpiizing  that  none  of  the  Ad- 
vocntes  for  Exc'ifes  have  yet  infifted  on  thefe  Argumenrp, 
which  are  fo  agreeable  to  the  Spirit  of  their  own  Wri- 
tings, and  fo  excellently  calculated  to  promote  their 
Scheme.  How  glorioufly  inight  They  have  expatiated 
on  the  Advantages  of  a  general  Excile,  by  enlarging 
the  Ho/pita  I  of  the  Revenue^  and  making  a  Parcel  of 
idle  Fellows  ufeful  to  the  State,  by  enabling  Them  to 
Jpend Money,  without  any  Stock  of  their  own?  They 
might  likewife  have  taken  an  Occafion  from  hence  of 
removing  thofe  popular  Prejudices,  in  Favour  of  our 
Virginia  and  Plantation-Trade,  which  have  poflcfs'd  a 
great  many  lilly  People,  and  recommending  the  Trade 
of  Taxes  m  the  Room  of  it,  as  the  only  beneficial  and 
defireable  Commerce  in  this  Kingdom.. But,  per- 
haps. They  may  think  their  Scheme  fo  fully  juftify*d 
already,  and  in  fo  hopeful  a  Way  of  Succefs,  that  it 
does  not  fland  in  Need  of  any  farther  Support. 

Several  other  curious  Observations  might  be  drav/n 
from  the  Tract  now  before  Me  j  but  at  prefent  I  fhall 
conclude  with  one  more  PaiTage  from  it,  which  feems 
a  litde  inconfillent  with  ibme  of  Thofe  already  cited, 
and  contains  too  juft  a  Remark  on  the  prefent  Times, 
however  applicable  it  might  be  to  Thofe,  in  which  it 
was  written. 

**  That,  which  I  fear,  is  a  Diftraftion  oF  our 
**  Trades,  IVIanufailories  and  Jnduftry  of  the  Nation. 
**  The  Tumour  of  the  Tim-es  looks  more  like  the 
**  Rifling  of  a  Camp  than  Improvement  of  T rah b 
*•  a7hl  Commerce;  moil  Men  in  Court  ?.nd  City 
"  purfuing  EmpU\mentj,  civil  or  military  ;  which  I 
•*  take  to  be  an  ill  Omen.  D. 


SaTURDAYj 
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N^350.  Saturday,  M/r^^  17,  173^-3. 

.  I       ■-      I    I       ■  'I  t  rill 

At    the   Requeft   of  my  Correfpondents,    I  fliall  this 
Week  entertain  the  PuHick  with  fome  Remarks  on 
the  Writings  of  two  very  £lly  Creatures;    the  occa- 
Jiotial  Financer  and  league  Cams. 

'    %>   CALEB  D'ANVERS,   Sfq^ 

Mr.  D'A  N  V  E  R  s, 

S  the  occafional  Tinan-cer  hath  thought 
fit  to  write  what  He  calls  an  Anfwer  to 
my  Addrefs  to  the  Landholders,  I  fhail 
juil  make  a  few  Remarks  on  his  Paper 
for  the  Satisfaftion  of  all  impartial 
Readers. 

Tirft,  I  mull  appeal  to  the  Ears  and  Eyes  oi  Man- 
kind, who  it  was  that  firft  revived  the  invidious  Di- 
fiinftion  of  the  landed  and  traditig  Inter  eft,  which  I 
fhall  be  glad  to  hear  of  no  more ;  for  I  agree  with 
Him  that  our  prefent  Enquiry  ought  to  be  what  is 
for  the  Intereft  of  the  whole  ;  and  I  thought  it  obvious 
to  every  Body,  that  I  did  not  objeft  to  this  Projeft  for 
excifing  Wine  and  Tobacco,  as  an  additional  Tax  upon 
Trade,  but  to  the  grievous  Method  of  colle cling  it. 
What  Neceffity  there  is  for  increaiing  the  pub  lick  Re- 
^emies,  at  thisTim.e,  I  fhall  not  enquire  j  but  muft 
-obferve,  that  the  Traders  do  not  objedl  to  an^  Taxes^ 
which  are  not  collefted  in  this  grievous  Manner ;  nor, 
indeed,  are  They  m.ore  interefted  than  the  Landholder 


fmce  all  Taxe 

the  Conftimer. 
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laid  on  Commodities  mull:  be  paid   by 
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The  financer  then  infmuates,  that  the  Number  of 
Pui chafes,  made  fmce  the  Rez>olutmi,  is  owing  to  the 
Izxgt  Land-TaXy  which  'h'a.sohWgtd  thQ  Landholder  to 
fell,  and  to  the  Exemption  fro77z  Taxes,  which  the 
Traders  have  enjoy 'd,  and  which  ha^s  enabled  Them' to 
•buy.  Upon  theie  Topicks,  I  mufr  again  appeal  to 
general  Experience,  whether  the  Pur  chafers  of  late 
Year^^iave  been  principally  People,  who  have  got  their 
Money  by  Trade,  or  fuch  as  have  raifed  large  Fortunes 
by  the  puhlick  Funds ;  to  which  this  Method  of  laying 
Tfixes,  and  borrowing  Sums  upon  the  Produce,  will 
•give  a  lajger  Scope  ;  or  whether  the  Genvlemen,  wdio 
have  fold,  have  been  obliged  to  it  by  the  Urge  Land- 
Tax,  or  by  other  Caufes ;  principally  by  their  coming 
to  Town,  and  living  expeniively,  in  Hopes  of  getting 
Places,  or  Penfions.  I  mull:  cbferve  likewife,  that  this 
Redudion  0^  one  Shillmg  in  the  Pound  will  be  a  farther 
Advantage  to  the  late  Purchafers,  who  have  included 
a  Lard-Tax  of  two  Shillings  in  the  Pound  in  all  their 
■  Computations  ever  fince  the  Pevolutiony  and  this  Excife 
a  farther  Grievance  to  thofe  unfortunate  Gentlemen, 
who  have  been  obliged  to  fell  their  EftateSy  and  en- 
gage in  fome  Branch  of  Trade. 

The  financer  then  aiFej^ls  ViCA  to  underftand  theie 
Words,-  that  this  Frojeft  will  not  nnfwer  the  End, 
becaufe  fuch  Mirrares  maj  be  fold  cheaper  than  neat 
Wine,  even  though  they  fcould  pay  the  Duty  ;  which  I 
believe  every  Body  but  himfelf  ^vill  underfcand  thus  j 
that  iliQJVine-Bre'wers  will  Hill  have  a  Temptation  to 
brew,  notwithilar_dlng  the  Excife,  fuch  Liquors  as  will 
afford  Them  the  moft  Profit.  The  Letter  from  a  Mem- 
'  her  cf  a  P arUamcnt ,~l2iX.Aj  publiih'd,  amongil  a  great 
many  Propofitions  of  equal  Truth,  fays,  that  I  allow 
the  Advantage  to  the  Publick,  from  colleding  the 
p';efent  Duties  on  Wine  RXid-rvhacco,  -by  Way  of  Excife, 
t3  aniount  to  3  or  400,000/.  whereas  I  did  not  pre- 
tend to  guefs  at  the  x'umoLint ;  but  only  propofed,  if  it 
did  amount  to  as  much  as  the  ProjeSers  pretended, 

w^hether 


whether  it  would  be  for  our  Interefty  even  upon  fuch  a 
Confideration,  to  facriiice  the  Liberty  of  fo  large  a 
Number  of  our  Fellow-Subje£l?. 

I  mud  once~more  beg  i\itja?ided  Gsntiemen  to  con- 
fidcr  the  Danger  to  their  own  Liberties  and  Ellates 
from  this  farther  Extennoa  of  the  Laws  of  Excife. 

Oonfider,  Gentle?7ieny  how  large  a  Number  of  the 
Burgelfes  and  Freeholders  of  this  Kingdom  are  already 
liable  to  be  awed  and  influenced  by  the  Commijji oner s  cf 
Excife  ;  who  do  not  as  yet  ufe  their  Power  to  the  ut- 
moil,  leil  it-fiiould  prevent  the  Extenlion  of  it.  Con- 
fider  that  every  new  Article  of  Trade,  made  fabjecl  to 
the  Lazas  of  Exdfe,  is  one  Step  nearer  to  a  general 
ExcifCy  which  tht  Projector  as  yet  pretends  to  abhor  1 
and  i^di  general  Excife  be  a  formidable  Eyil,  every 
Step  towards  it  is  in  Proportion  formidable,  and  renders 
it  more  practicable. 

Conlider,  Ge?itkmen,  that  the  Alajority  of  the  Thufe 
ofConunons  are  fent  {xom.  Boroughs  i  and  that  a  large 
Proportion  oiBtirgeJfes  and  Freeholders  will  be  Dealers 
in-  excifeable  Commodities',  vv^hoie  Houfes  and  Shops 
will  confequently  be  open  to  Excife  Officers,  appointed 
by  the  Crown ,  and  them felves' liable  to  fevere  Penaltie.^;, 
on  Account  of  any  Blunders,  or  Omiffions  of  their  Ser- 
vants ',  that,  upon  any  publick  Struggle,  fome  through 
Hopes  of  Favour  or  Connivance,  fome  through  Fear  of 
Trouble,  and  fom.e  perhaps  from  Guilt,  may  be  induced 
to  facriiice  the  Liberty  and  Welfare  of  their  Country 
private  Families. 

/  am  your  fincere  Well-wiper ,  S.  S. 

Zo7ne  Remarks  on  Jhe  Coirant  of  Wcdnefiay,  Ivlarch  j, 
by  the  Author  of  the  Letter  in  the  Craftfrnan,  o?^ 
Saturday,  March  3. 

TH  E  daily  Courafit,  ofWednefda.'^  March  7,  having 
mads  fome  Obiervations  on  the  Craftfman  of 
Q^  2  Saturday  y 
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Saturday,  March  2,  y  a  few  Words  ihall  be  ofier'd  in 
JReply  to  it. 

In  the  fecond  Paragraph  of  this  Paper,  Ca  Rus  fays ; 
**  I  have  more  than  once  exprefs'd  my  Ailonifhment 
**  at  the  ereding  this  itezu  Tribunal,  (meanitig  the 
**  People)  to  which  none  that  1  can  ever  meet  with 
**  in  Hifiory  ever  defired  to  refer  themfelves,  but 
**  vv'hen  their  Cafes  were  fo  bad  as  to  be  incapable  of^ 
**  Defence  before  proper  Judges. 

Thefe  are  his  very  V/ords  j  yet  this  fame  Cams  in- 
titled  his  own  Paper  of  the  2d  oi  February  la  ft,  "  ^ 
^*  Review  of  the  Diffute  concerning  Excises;  ad- 
**  drefd  to  ^i'^  People  <?/' Great  Britain  j  and  began 
**  it  thus;  Friends  and  Countrymen. 

But  becaufe  the  People  will  not  regard  the  Addreis 
of  an  Author,   of  fuch  infane  Mind  and  Memory   as 
his  Papers  prove  him  to  be,  he  calls  Them  a  Mob,  and 
.  iays  Reafoni7igs  are  out  of  the  Way  of  the  Multitude. 

Now,  if  all  Caufes  are  had,  which  are  referr'd  to 
the  Tribunal  of  the  People,  does  not  This  prove  that 
ihe  Caufe  of  the  Excife,  which  Carus  himfelf  has  re- 
icrr'd  to  the  People,  mull:  be  bad?  And  as  to  Reafon- 
ing,  if  That  be  out  of  the  Way  of  the  Multitude,  there 
never  was  a  Writer  better  adapted  to  Them  than 
Carus  is. 

Carus  fayp,  that  "  Declamations  zvill  not,  and  FaBs 
*'  and  clofe  Arguments,  founded  upon  Facts,  are  alone 
**  what  will  be  weigh"* d  in  Debates  in  Parliament. 

In  This  We  agree  with  Carus  ;  and  Carus  does  not 
pretend  that  any  one  of  the  FaBs,  in  the  Craftjman  be- 
fore-mention'd,  is  falfe  ;  but  finding  that  thefeFaBs  will 
not  ferve  his  Purpofe,  he  coins  a  fcandalous  Polition 
out  of  his  own  Brain,  ailed ging  that  the  "  Crafif- ' 
*  *  man  endeavours  to  Jhew  the  Expediency  of  reducing 
**  the  Prerogative  of  the  Crown  zvithin  as  narrow 
<*  Bounds  as  That  of  the  Duke  of  Venice. 

Indeed,  Mr.  Carus,  if  you  take  fuch  Liberties  of 
mifreprefenting,    you  may  be  glad  to  be  taken  for  an 

Irtjhmany 
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IrifJyman,  a  Bc^ofinji,  or  a  Vandal  \  for  no  Country 
will  be  fond  of  owning  a  Wretch,  fo  regardlefs  o^Trutb, 
and  prone  to  Blimdering. 

The  Craftfman  never  mention'd,  in  any  of  his 
Papers,  the  Government  of  tlolldnd,  or  Venice,  but  in 
Anfvver  to  the  Advocates  for  Exc'ifei ;  who,  alledging 
the  Examples  of  thofe  Commonwealths,  without  any 
Danger  to  the  Liberties  of  the  People,  it  became  nece>- 
frry  for  the  Craftfman  to  fhew  the  Nature  of  thofe 
Governments,  and  to  explain  the  Differences  of  E^xcifes 
there  from  thofe  in  our  ozvn  Country. 

However,  l\itCraftfman  was  fo  far  from  recommend- 
ing the  Governments  of  Holland,  or  Venice,  to  our 
Imitation,  that  he  exprefly  infiits  upon  it,  that  the  Go- 
vernment o^  Great  Britain  ought  to  be  preferved  by  a 
Billance  of  Power  between  the  King  and  the  People ;. 
p.nd  all  the  Arguments  in  thai  Paper  are  framed  for 
the  Vindication  and  Support  of  that  B  alia  nee,  as  ab- 
folutely  neceiiary  for  the  Confervation  of  the  Britifh 
Confiitutdon. 

-     Mr.  U Anvers  has  in  no  Paper  aiTerted  that  the  Peo- 
"^iZ  ol  Holland,  or  Venice,  had  greater  Liberty  than  ihe  " 
People  of  £'>j^/,'7?/4  by  their  Conllitution.     \n  the  De- 
fence of  thefe  juft  Rights  and  Liberties,  Pvlr,  D\4nvers 
hath  contended  with  great  Vigour.    The  People  have 

"  concurr'd  with  him  in  it,  and  I  hope  v.'ill  continue 
to  d.0  \t,  with  a  true  Britijh  Spirit^  by  all  lazvful 
Methods, 

Mr.  U" Anvers  has  fhewn  that,  by  our  ConFdtutlon, 
the  People  are  more  free  than  in  Holland,  or  Venice  i 
as  both  the:e  Commonwealths  are  deilitute  of  the  Privi- 
lege of  Juries,  which  is  the  greateft  Security  that  any 

'  People  can  have  againfc  arbi-trary  Power ;  but  has  ob- 
ferved  that  y.vr/Vi  are  taken  away  by  the  Lazus  of 
Excife,  and  ibme  other  Lazvs^.  lately  citablifli'd  amongft 
us. 

Garus  admits  that  the  Governments  oi Holland  and 

\  Venice  are  rightly  ftated  in  the  Craftfman',   but  He 

0^3  .  rays' 
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fays,  th.^iJncGfweniences  have  fo?netlmes  attended  the  con- 
fujtijig  evef^  particular  Town  on  ever"^- Matter,  ihat  is 
debated  In  ~the  Provincial  AfTembly,  and  ^^.y^,  that  he 
can  all  edge  Inftances  of  it. 

But  -fappofe  He  fhculd  be  able  to  do  Thisj  in  feme 
Jnf.ances,  does  it  follow  that  becaufe,  in  feme  Pvcfpefis, 
fich  Confiiltations  may  be  inconvenient,  that  therefore  : 
tliey  can  be,  in  no  Refpeft,  necejjdry  or  expedient  ?  Is 
it  good  arguing  to  infer'aL^»;V^/y^/frotTi  a  Particular  ? 
"Does  it  follow,  that  because  it  may  ibmetimes  be  mif- 
chievous  to  Them,  by  Reafon  of  Delay  or  otherwi.'ej 
to  confult  every  Tozvn,  tJiat  therefore  the  Towns,  which 
are  reprefented,  ought,  in  no  Flefpedt,  to  be  con-rulted 
by  Thofe,  whom  They  fend  to'reprefent  Them.  ?  Or,  to 
come  nearer  to  the  Point  in  Debate,  does  it  follow  that 
becaufe,  in  fome  Cafes,  the  Diffent  of  a  Jt?igle  Town 
may  be  mifchievous,  that  therefore  no  Regard  is  to  be 
had  to  the  una?m?jous  Inftru5tions  cf  all  the  /even  Pro- 
vinces, as  well  as  of  all  the  great  Cities  and  Towns  in 
thofe  States  ?  or  that  ths  Deputies  ought  to  be  at  Liberty 
of  afting  contrary  to  fuch  uniteJ  hJlruBions  ? 

Let  us  now  confider  the  Conititution  of  Great  Bri- 
tain."'-—~-l-.tt.ViS  ki^'coiQ  that  the  Reprefentatives  of  a 
flngle  Town  are  not  tyed  down  to  the  hiJlru5tions,  or  Or- 
ders of  that  particular  Tczvn,'vci  their  Votes  in  Parliament; 
will  it  follow  that  the  united  Senfe  of  all  the  Counties, 
Cities,  BoroUghs  and  Towns  in  the  Kingdom,  which 
fsnd  ivlem.bers  to  Parliament,  fiiould  be  rejected  as  of 
no  Weight,  or  Confideration  with  Thofe,  w^ho  repre- 
fent  them  ? 

Though  a  Reprelbntative  is  chofen  by  fome  one 
Count'-),  City  or  Town,  and  is  particularly  obliged  to 
confult  the  Intereft  of  it ;  yet  it  muil:  be  admitted  that 
he  is  a  Reprefentative  of  the  People  in  general;  that  the 
Houje  of  Commons  are  the  Truilees  for  the  whole  King- 
dom., and  that  the  People  are  the  Principals,  from 
whom  They  derive  their  Authority  -,  fo  that  although 
the  Intereft  of  a  particular  Cou?itj,  City  or  Borough,  is 

not 
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not  to  be  preferred  to  the  common  Good  of  the  Ki?igdom 
in  general;  yet  ilill  it  mull:  be  admitted  that  the 
com?non  Good  of  the  Kingdom  in  general  h  to  be  re- 
garded by  every  P.eprelentative  ;  and  tho'  the  Inftruc- 
tions  of  a  particular  County,  City,  or  Tozvn,  ought  not 
to  prevail  againft  the  Inli;ru6lions  of  all  the  reft  of  the 
Kingdom,  or  againil:  the  common  Good  of  the  Kijigdom  ; 
yet  when  the  Nation  in  general  concurs  in  one  and 
the  f.;me  Thing,  as  They  have  donejagainli:  any 
farther  E:<tenfon  of  the  Excife  Laws,  this^oice  of  the 
whole  People,  who  are  reprefcnted,  this  Judgment  of 
the  whole  People,  hj  v/hom  all  the  Houfe  ofCommsns 
are  clefted,  fi-om  whom  the  whole  Houfe  derives  its 
Authority,  may  and  ought  to  be  confider'd,  as  of  very  ^ 
great  Weight ;  and  undoubtedly  it  Vv'ili  have  a  proper 
Infiuence  on  Them,  in  their  Refolu  lions  upon  this 
Head.  ,  , 

Does  not  aimoil  every  Speech  from  the  'throne  re- 
commend fuch  Meafures  to  be  taken,  as  may  be  m.oll 
coniiftent  with  the  Eafe  of  the  People  ?  Does  not  the 
Preamble  of  almoR  every  Act  of  Parliament  declare  the 
Defign  of  the  ?iew  Lazu  to  be  of  ibme  Benefit,  or  Co?i- 
venience  to  the  People?  For  what  Purpofe  are  the 
People  reprefented  ',  for  what  Purpofe  did  lYio.  People 
formerly  pay  Wages  to  their  Members,  but  that  They 
might  have  Regard  to  the  People,  as  their  Deputies 
and  afl  for  their  Benefit  ?  It  feems  to  be  plainly  in- 
tended by  our  Conftitution,  that  every  Member  ftiould 
have  a  peculiar  and  fpecial  Regard  for  his  own  Coimty 
City  or  Borough,  as  far  as  it  is  confillent  with  the 
common  Good  and  Benefit  of  the  whole  Kingdom,  hx 
the  prefent  Affair,  as  the  People  in  general  feem  unani- 
moufly  agreed  that  any  farther  Extenfion  of  the  Excife 
Laws  vnll  be  ruinous  to  Them  and  their  Families 
deftrudHve  to  their  Trade,  their  Liberties,  and  even  to 
the  Confiitution  itfelf,  there  can  be  no  great  Doubt 
what  ought  to  be  done  by  Thofe,  who  reprefent  Them. 
But  we  infill  upon  it  that,  by  the  Conititution  of  the 

Kingdom, 
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Kingdom,  the  Rcprefentatwes  of  the  People  ougbxt  not 
to  be  under  the  leiil  Influence  of  the  Crovjn  ;  and  that 
if  any  Minijfer  fnould  ever  attempt  to  invade  the 
Freedom  of  Parliaments,  {which  God  forbid  !)  He 
ought  to  be  ftigmatifed  as  an  Enemy  to  his  Countrv, 
and  a  Sower  of  Difcord  between  the  Kirig  and  his 
People,  D.  R. 

Phileleutherus  Bp.itannicus. 

P.  S.  At  a  Parliament  holden  9  Edzuard  III.  when 
a  Motion  was  made  {qi  ^.Suhfdj  to  be  granted  of  a 
7iew  Kind,  the  refl  of  the  Commons  'anUver'd,  that 
They  would  have  a  Conference  with  Thofe  of  their 
fever al  Countries  and  Places,  who  had  put  Them  in 
Truft,   before  They   treated  of  any  fach  Matter. 

Rot,  Pari  9.    £V.  III.  1<!,.  5. 

So  that  our  Britifv  ConftltutiGn  ha?,  in  this  Cafe, 
admitted  the  like  Method  as  in  Holland ;  that  the  Re- 
prefentatives  would  not,  in  Cafe  of  a  fiezv  '  Subfdy,  - 
a^ree  to  it,  without  the  Con:^ent  of  the  People  They 
reprefented  ;  ?.nd  thePraflice  ofParliam.enis  has  uiually 
been,  as  we  apprehend,  for  our  Repj-efentatives,  in  all 
KSitters  of  a  nezu  Nature,  and  oi  great  Confequence,  to 
confalt  Thofe,  whom  They  reprefent,  upon  it,  as  well 
as  for  the  People  to  petition  againil  any  Bill,  which 
They  apprehend  dangerous  to  their  Property  or  Li- 
berty ;  especially  where  the  Conftitution  appears  to  be 
concern'd. 


^hortl^  zoill  be  Publfjd, 

frinted  on  a  fuperfine,    ?\'IournIng  Paper  (Price  thir- 
teen-pence  Halfpenny.) 

Very  long,  curious  and  extraordinary  SERMON, 

preached  on  Wednesday    I  aft    at  a    noted 

C  H  A  p  P  E  L    in  Weftminfter,  from  jhefe  Words  of 

St, 
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St.  Luke,  Chap.  2d.  Ver.  ift.  And  it  came  to  pafs, 
in  thofe  Days,  that  a  Decree  went  out,  that  all  the 
World  ihould  be  taxed.  With  fonie  fra^ical  Obfer- 
vations  and  Ufes  Juited  to  the  prefent  Times.  By  Ro- 
bert Vyner,  D.  D.  and  Rector  of  the  /aid 
Chappel. 

Printed  for  Humphry  Fitz-Drug,  at  his  Office 
in  the  Old  Jewry. 


N°35i.   Saturday,  iy^r<r^  24,  173^-3. 

H  E  Nature  of  Excijes  hath  been  very 
amply  difcufs'd  already  by  the  Writers 
on  both  Sides  ;  but  it  hath  open'd  fo  co- 
pious a  Field  of  Matter,  that  there  will 
always  be  fomething  left  to  glean  up  ; 
efpecially  after  fuch  foul  Vv''orkmen  as  the 

Advocates  for  thisFrojeh. 1  fhall  therefore^  in  this 

Paper,  throw  together  fuch  mifcellaneous  Obfervations 
on  the  fame  Subjedl,  as  occur  to  Me  at  preient,  with- 
out any  regular  Method,  or  Order. 

When  this  Controverfy  firft  began,  our  Adverfaries 
charged  us  with  dreffing  up  an  imaginary  Phantom,  or 
Scarecrow,  to  frighten  the  People,  without  any  Grounds; 
and  the  great  Projector  hirafelf  was  pleafed  to  give  out 
amongft  his  Creatures,  that  when  it  was  Time  to  draw 
the  Curtain,  He  "would  ftiew  us  a  moil:  beautiful  you?ig 
Virgin,  fair  as  Veiius  and  chafte  as  Diana,  whom  no 
Body  couH  forbear  admiring ;  but  as  far  as  He  hath 
thought  fit  to  reveal  her  already.  She  appears  to  be  the 
fame  ugly,  defor?n'd  Monfler,  that  She  was  reprefented 
at  firlt ;  a  ravenous  Eeaft  of  Prey,  like  the  Harpies  of 
old,  who  were  faid  to  live  partly  by  Land,  and  partly 
by  Water,  polluting  every  Thing  they  touch*d  with 
their  unhallow'd  Talons,  and  devouring  the  Victuals  of 

tbs 
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the  poor  Inhabitants,  that  happened  to  come  in  their 
Way, But  let  us  fpeak  without  an  Allegory. 

Upon  comparing  the  prefent  Scheme,  as  far  as  it  hath 
been  open'd  to  us,  with  the  PrcjcB,  which  We  have 
encounter'd  for  fevera!  Months  pail,  I  can  find  no  ma- 
terial Difference  between  them.  The  Laius  of  Excife 
are  to  be  extended  by  it  ,•  the  Officers  are  to  be  inveikd 
with  the  ■^x\>\ix2.xj  Yo\\'zx  o^ entering  Hen fes\  and  vaft 
Numbers  of  the  moll  ufeful  Men  in  the  Kingdom  are 
to  be  abridged  of  their  Right  to  a  Trial  by  Juries,  juft 
as  We  apprehended  and  foretold.. 

It  is  faid,  indeed,  that  Appeals  will  be  allow'd  to 
THREE  Judges,  inftead  of  the  Commissioners 
formerly  appointed  for  that  Pnrpofe.  Thfs,  perhaps, 
may  be  one  fmall  Alteration  for  the  better ;  but  it  can- 
not farely  be  thought  to  come  under  any  Degree  of 
Comparifon  with  the  antlent  Method  ofTr'jal^Q&.'^^i'Htiii 
by  Magna  Charta,  and  connrm'd  by  a  Multitude  of 
fublequent  Lav/s;  for  though  the  judges  now  hold 
their  Places  during  good  Behaviour,  and  are  not  fo  much 
under  the  Influence  of  the  Crown,  as  They  were  for- 
merly ;  yet,  confidering  the  Infirmities  of  human  Na- 
ture and  the  Temptations  of  Power,  I  believe  no  fenfi- 
ble  Man  in  England  would  be  glad  to  fee  his  Property 
made  abfolutely  dependent  on  the  Virtue  of  thofe  Gen- 
tleman,  m  all  Times  to  come. 

As  to  Frauds  in  the  Revenue,  it  hath  been  demon- 
ftrated,  as  far  as  fuch  a  Point  can  be  proved,  that  an 
Excife  will  not  prevent  them,  without  fomie  miraculous- 
Operation  on  the  Minds  of  the  Officers  ;  but  fuppoling 
even  That  to  be  the  Cafe,  I  think  no  Improvement  of 
the  Revenue  whatfoever  (unlefs  in  Times  of  the  ex- 
tremef  Neceffity )  ought  to  be  put  in  Competition  with 
two  of  the  greateft  and  mofl  fundamental  Privileges  of 
EngUfkmen  ;  Tr'^als  per  Fares,  and  'Ci\.Q.Freedo7n  of  their 
own  Houfes. 

Great  Pains  have  been  taken  to  ridicule  and  explode 
our  Apprehenlions  of  a  general  Excife ',  becaufe  only 
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i:vo  Commodities  are  propofed  to  be  pat  under  thefe 
Z//7fi'/ at  prefent ;  but,  confidering  that  nioft  of  our  na- 
tive Com7?iodities  and  ManufaSfures  are  already  excifed, 
as  well  as  feveral  imported  Goods ^  and  that  tVine  and 
tobacco  are  the  two  principal  Commodities  now  remain- 
ing under  the  antient  Laws  of  the  Ciijlom-hotife  ;  what 
Scheme  can  have  a  more  immediate  Tendency  to  a  ge- 
neral Excife  than  the  prefent  ?  Or  can  V/e  never  be 
faid  to  be  in  any  Danger  of  it,  till  it  is  inttrely  com- 
pleated  ? 

Of  the  fame  Nature  are  the  Reafonings  of  thefe  Gen- 
tkffien,  concerning  the  Increafe  cf  Officer s^  propofed  to 
execute  this  Scheme.  They  tell  us  that  no  more  than 
one  hundred  and  fifty y  or  thereabouts,  will  be  neceffaiy  ; 
■  befides  Warehouferrien,  Clerlzs^  &c.  and  then  ask  us, 
with  an  Air  of  rriumph,  whether  fuch  a  fmall  Number 
can  be  fuppofed  of  any  dangerous  Confequence  to  our 
Liberties.  This  Argument  was  made  Ufe  ofj  laft  Year, 
on  Account  of  fix  hundred  Salt  Ofiicers  ;  and  may  be 
repeated  every  Year,  with  equal  Force,  for  a  farther 
■  Addition,  even  ad  infinitum  ;  'till  all  the  fighting  Men 
in  the  Nation  are  converted  into  civile  or  military  Dra- 
goons. 

But  thefe  Writers  feem  to  think  Themfelves  very 
"learned,  in  obferving  that  no  Government  can  fubfi'i!: 
without  Rez'Cfmes,  and  that  Reve?mes  cannot  be  colie6led 
without  Ofiicers.  Very  true  ;  and  what  then  ?  We  do 
not  argue  againft  the  Exigence  oi  fuch  Men,  but  againii 
the  Increafe  and  Multiplicity  of  Them.  We  know  that 
all  Governments  are  obliged  to  make  Ufe  of  Them  ; 
but  We  know  likewile  that  They  have  commonly  pro- 
ved thePefts  of  Society,  and  render'd  Themfelves  fo 
odious,  in  all  Ages,  by' their  Infolence  and  Extortions, 
that  even,  in  Scripture,  Publicans  (or  Tax-gatherers) 
arejoin'd  with  Sinners,  as  an  infamous  Race  of  Men  ; 
and  though  They  are  neceffiiry  Evils,  like  Baylijfs  and 
Hangmen,  it  is  a  fure  Mark  oP  a  bad  Governme?it  to  be 
overrun  with  Them. 

In 
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In  like  Manner,  when  We  argue  againft  Excifes, 
They  reprefent  us  as  Enemies  to  Taxes  in  general.  Is 
there  no  Difference  then  between  oppoling  all  Taxes, 
and  oppoling  a  particular  Method  of  colle£ii?ig  them  ?  If 
This  v/ere  really  the  Cafe,  I  fhould  be  glad  to  know 
tvhy  the  Chimney-Money  was  aboliili'd,  after  the  Revo- 
lution, and  branded  by  Parliament,  as  a  Badge  of 
Slavery,  expojtng  every  Man's  Houfe  to  be  e7tter*d  into 
and  fear  ch''d,  at  Pleafure,  by  Persons  unknow^n  to 

Him. Let  Them  fairly  anfwer  me   this  Queftion, 

which  hath  often  been  propofed  to  Them,  and  I  will 
give  up  the  Point. 

But  of  all  their  Arguments,  there  is  one  fo  very  ridi- 
culous, that  I  have  not  hitherto  taken  the  leaft  Notice 
of  it.  However,  as  it  falls  in  my  Way  at  prefent,  and 
will  ferve  to  divert  the  Reader,  at  leaft,  I  will  bellow  a 
fhort  Remark  or  two  upon  it. 

When  thefe  Writers  are  pref^'d  hard  in  the  Argu- 
ment, that  an  Excife  cannot  poliibly  prevent  the  Adul- 
teration of  Wine  and  Tobacco,  but  will  probably  make 
them  dearer,  and  thereby  lejfi'n  the  Corifmnption  ;  They 
turn  ihort  upon  us  and  reply,  that  the  Duties  upon 
thefe  Com?nodities  are  only  Taxes  upon  Luxury,  and 
that  it  would  be  happy  for  the  Nation  if  all  our  Lux- 
uries were  tax'd. 

It  feems  then,  at  laft,  that  this  Scheme  was  projected 
only  for  the  Suppreffion  o^  Luxury,  which  is  certainly  a 
very  laudable  End  ;  but  if  That  is  the  true  Deiign  of 
it,  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  it  would  have  been  fome- 
thing  more  to  the  Purpofe  to  have  laid  a  Tax  upon 
Gold  and  Silver  Lace,  as  v/ell  as  foreign  Thread-Lace 
and  fine  Linnens  ;  upon  fumptuous  Equipages,  cofily 
Pilfures,  and  other  Things,  which  are  really  unnecei- 
fary,  and  contribute  only  to  the  Vanity,  Pomp  and 
Luxury  of  Life. 

As  for  Tobacco  and  Wi.ne,  They  do  not  feem  to  fall 
immediately  under  the  Denomination  of  Luxury.  The 
firft  of  theie  Commodities  is  grown  io  habitaal  to  vaft 
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Multitudes  of  People,  eipecially  the  labouring  Poor, 
that  They  can  hardly  lubfill:  without  it  j  and  the  latter 
is  become  equally  natural,  by  long  Cuilom,  to  moll  of 
the  higher  Ranks  ©f  A-ien.  In  many  Cafes,  it  is  a  Cor- 
dial, and  prefcribed  by  Phyficians  as  fuch.  Nay,  fome 
Conftitutions  cannot  bear  any  other  Liquor  than  Wine  ; 
and  therefore  it  cannot  properly  be  call'd  Luxury  any 
more  than  Sugar ^  Spleen  and  all  other  Commodities, 
which  are  not  of  our  own  Growth,  or  abfolutely  ne- 
ceilary  to  the  Prefervation  of  Life. 

But  if  tbefe  Reformers  are  refolved  in  earneft  to  re- 
duce the  Confumption  of  Wi7ie  and  Tobacco  ;  how  are 
the  landed  Gentlemen  to  be  eafed,  by  an  Improvement  of 
the  Re^L'enue  ;  or,  indeed,  what  will  become  of  the  Go- 
vermnent  itfelf,  which  is  principally  fupported  by  LUx^ 

z/ry,  according  to  this  Acceptation  of  the  Word  ? 

No  Body  but  ilich  a  doting  old  Wretch  as  Mother  O/- 
hrne,  or    fucli  a  blundering  Creature   as  Carus,  could 
have  ever  ftarted  fo  iillyan  Argument  j    and  therefore 
-  it  is  beneath  any  farther  Notice. 

We  are  likewife  inform'd  that  the  old  Suhfdy  upon 
Wine  and  Tobacco,  which  belongs  to  the  Ckil-Lifi^  will 
be  continued  at  the  Cuftom-hoiife ;  and  therefore  our 
Objection,  that  the  Crozon  wdll  be  a  coniiderable  Gai- 
ner by  v^is. Scheme,  mult:  fdU  to  the  Ground.  I  am  far 
fiom  being  fatisfy 'd  as  to  this  Point,  for  feveral  Reafons, 
which  may  be  liereafter  explain'd.  At  pre  fen  t,  I  ihall 
only  take  Notice  that  this  Circumftance  is  fo  far  fi-om 
being  an  Anfwer  to  our  Objection,  that  it  is  a  new  Ar- 
gument againft  iht  Prcje3  itl'elf ;  not  only  as  it  feems 
calculated  to  prevent  any  Reduction  of  Cufiofn-houfe 
Officers,  but  as  it  v/ill  fubjeft  the  Dealers  in  thofe  Com- 
modities to  the  Vexation  of  tvjo  Offices  at  once.  It  ap- 
pears to  be  built  exaflly  after  the  Pvlodel  of  France  and 
Spain  i  where,  as  lam  inform'd,  there  is  one  Duty 
of  Cufoms,  upon  Importation,  and  another  of  Excife, 
upon  .Home-Conlumpticn. 
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j^  fhall  conclude  with  obfeiving,  that  I  have  not  met 
with  one  Perfcn,  who  hath  alter'd  his  Sentiments  of 
this  Sche?ney  fince  the  late  Revelation  of  it.  The  Jd-uo- 
cates  for  it  are  therefore  reduced  to  the  laii  Shift  of 
calling  Names,  and  reprefcnting  all  Thofe,  who  oppofe 
it,  as  STURDY  Beggars;  but;  this-  polite  Phrafe 
feems  to  be  a  little  unhappily  apply'd,  in  the  prefent 
Cafe;  for  sturdy  Beggars  and  Robertsmen 
are  ufed  as  iynonymous  Terrns  in  our  old  Statutes. 
This  puts  Me  in  Mind  of  the  Story  of  the  Rabbit; 
which  I  will  relate  as  briefly  as  I  can,  for  the  Informa- 
tion of  Thofe,  who  never  heard  it. 

An  impudent  Fellow,  who  was  not  content  with 
the  Profits  of  an  honell  Employment,  took  it  in  his 
Head  to  collect  Money  on  the  Road  in  a  veiy  unu- 
fual  Manner,  according  to  Law.  His  Method  was  to 
liep  up  to  a  Coachfide,  with  a  Rabbit  in  one  Hand,  and 
a  Pifiol  in  the  other.     Gentle?nen,    faid   He,    will  you 

fleafe  to  buy  my  Rabbit  ? If  They  anhver'd.  We 

doti't  love  Rabbits  ;  He  reply 'd,  with   a  bullying  Air ; 

By  G dy  Gentlemen,  you  -  mujl  and  Jhall  buy  this 

Rabbit  ! 

I  fhall  -make  no  Application  of  this  Story  ;  but  only 
•ask  one  fhort  Queftion.  - —  Who  were  the  Jlurdy  Beg- 
gars, in  this  Cafe ;  They,  who  decLired.  their  Averfion 
to  the  Rabbit ;  or,  lie,  who  eramnf  d  it  down  their 
Throats  ?  Z). 


To    CALEB    D'ANVERS,    £/^; 

SIR, 

HE  Author  of  a  Letter  frc-;^^  a  Member  of  Par- 
liament  to  his  Friend  in  the  Country,  ipeaking 
o'i  ^  general  Exeife  and  i?naginary  Terrors,  (p.  7.)  hath 
thefe  rem.arkable  V/ords;  *'  Such  was  the  Danger  of 
-**  the  Church,  in  the  Days  of  Queen  Anne ;  fach  was 
•**  the  Danger   of  Gibraltar,  in    the  Days  of  the  late 

**  good 
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*'  good  Khgf  and  of  the  p-refent  Father  of  our  Coun- 
*'  try  ;  llich.  was  the  Danger  of  miiverfal  War,  by  blun- 
**'  dering  Coanfels,  which  have  ended  in  unk'erfal 
*'  Peace  ',  fuch  was,  and  is,  the  Danger  of  the  Liberty 
*<  of.  the  Prcfs,  &c. 

What,  Sir,  can  ^ve  think  of  the  Author  of  this 
Pamphlet,  or  of  his  Director  and  Supsrz'ifiTr  ?  How  un- 
guarded is  He,  and  how  great  an  Advantage  does  he 
give  the  Tories,  by  ranking  the  Danger  cf  the  Churchy 
in  the  Days  of  Queen  Anne,  with  thole  real,  certain, 
notorious  Dangers,  which  make  up  the  following  Part 
of  the  Paragraph  ? 

For  I  delire  to  ask  Him,  was  Gibraltar  in  no  Dan- 
ger from  the  late  Kings  Letter?  — -Had  hij  Parlia- 
ment refuicd  Him- fo  many  Thin^^  that  there  was  710 
Danger  of  their  Confent,  if  He  had  r^quelled  This  from 
Them  ?  — Were  there  no  Inilruclions  given  to  the  O- 
bed  lent,  to  declaim  upon  the  little  Importance  of  Gi- 
braltar, and  that  the  Charge  of  its  Maintenance  ex- 
ceeded its  Worth  ?  — — -  Was  not  the  Spirit,  railed  by 
fome  feafonable  Writings,  the  moft  probable  Reafon 
why  that  AS^ir' was  carried  no  farther  ?  —  Or  v/as  it 
in  no  Danger,  v/hen  it  was  aflu.illy  beneged  by  zfrong 
Force,  and  defended  by  a  Garrifon,  at  firil:  fmall  and 
weak  ?  — -  Nay,  can  we  even  now  be  fo  v/el]  fatisiied 
of  its  Safety  as  v/e  Qioul  i  have  been,  if  the  King  of 
Spain,  in  the  late  Treaties,  h-id  explicitly  renounced  his 
P retentions  to  it  ? 

Next,  let  Me  ask,  is  it  a  good  Proof  that  there  was 
no  Danger  of  an  univerfal  IVar,  becaufe  thofe  Meafures, 
which  naturally  might  have  produced  it,  have  acci- 
dentally ended  in  univerfal  Peace  ?  —  Is  it  juft  Rea- 
fonlng  to  argue,  fi-om  the  Event ;  or  where  is  the  Se- 
curity, or  Advantage  o^  fuch  a  Peace,  as  requires  a 
Continuance,  if  not  an  Increafe,  of  our  Taxes  and 
military  Forces,  becaufe  it  affords  Ambition  more  Ld- 
fire  to  lodk  round  ? 
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As  to  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs,  was  Thzt  in  no 
Danger,  when  Men  were  tampeiM  with  to  give  it  up; 
when  forne  were  encouraged  to  abufe  that  Liberiyy 
with  Regard  to  Morality  and  Religion,  that  others 
might  the  more  readily  fubmit  to  a  Refirairtt  of  it  ? 
AvA  is  not  its  prefent  Security  more  to  be  afcri- 
bed'  to  7hoje,-  who  will  not  concur  in  bringing  fo  great 
a  Load  of  Slavery  upon  us,  than  to  ^hoje,  who  have 
Ipared  no  fecret  Pains  to  lay  it  upon  our  Shoulders  ?- 

It  is  poffible  that  a  nmiijlerial  Writer  n\2.y  ]\dNQ  the 
Boldnefs  to  anfwer  ISlo  to  each  of  thefe  Queftions  ;  but 
it  is  not  poirible  that  Fie  fnould  meet  with  Belief,  oi 
have  fo  much  Folly  as  to  expeft  it. 

O.  I  a?n,  Sir,  your  humble  Servant ,  X. 

?5J  &  #   ^'  4??  ^^-   ^^'  ^^  #   ^^  S^  ^5  n.'  ^^   c???  ^-  ^^^^ 
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and  if  They  are  really  a  Band  of 
STURDY  Beggars,  who  enrich 
KIH<'^P^'Q  Themfeives  witk  the  Plunder  of  the  Na- 
«  v^tv-H^vVa  tJoU;,  it  miiil  be  acknowledged  T'hty  are 
lb  far  from  dcferving  to  be  gratify'd,  that  the  Statutes  a- 
gainll  Vagrants  ought  to  be  put  in  Force  againfi:  Them  i 
nay,  if  all  lYit  foreign  Commodities,  ^vhich  They  im- 
port for  t\iQ  Conveniency  of  Life,  in  Return  for  our  yi^- 
■perfluous  ManufaBiires,  are  to  be  rankM  under  the  De- 
nomination oi  Luxury,  as  Vv^earelikewife  told,  I  think 
Trade  itfelf  ought  to  be  fupprefs'd,  as  well  as  the 
Merchants.  But  Thefe,  1  confefs,  are  new  Doc- 
trines to  Me,  and  favour  miUch  more  of  Republican 
Principles,  than  any  Thing  I  have  ever  advanced. 
They  have,  indeed,  a  dirert  Tendency  to  an  agrarian 
Law,  or  what  is  cail'd  Levelling  amongil  us,  and   can 

be 
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be  fupported  by  n3thirg  elfe.  The  Lands  of  England 
mad  be  divided  equally  amongft  the  People,  and  every 
Man  muit  live  upo.i  the  Produce  of  his  own  little  Spot 
ofE'.irth,  without  any  Commerce  with  the  reft  of  the 
World,  or  making  any  Figure  abroad  as  a  maritime 
Pcwcr. 

When  thsfe  Writers  argue  againil  Luxury,  in  the 
prefent  Cafe,  They  are  guilty  of  a  moll  egregious 
and  ridiculous  Piece  of  Sophiftry,  by  dividing  all  Com- 
modities into  two  Ckfies  only,  the  NeceJJaries  and  5"^- 
ferfliiities  of  Life ;  whereas  in  all  civilized  Countries, 
the  Conveniencies  of  Life  ought  certainly  to  have  a 
Place,  diilinft  from  either ;  for  the  coai-feft  Prize,  or 
Dowlas,  that  is  made,  will  prote6l  us  from  the  Inju- 
ries of  the  Weather,  as  wtII  as  the  fineft  Manufadlures  j 
and  the  moil  homely  Diet  will  fupport  Life»  as  well 
as  the  richeft  Delicacies  of  Earth,  Air  and  Water. 
Will  tbefe  Gentlemen  therefore  call  every  Thing  Super- 
fluity and  Luxury,  vv^hich  is  not  abfolutely  neceffary  to 
our  very  Exillence ;  or  would  They  have  no  Diftinc- 
tion  made  between  different  Ranks  of  Men  ?  -But 

as  Authorities  have  often  more  Force  than  the  Urongell 
Reaibning,  or  clearell  Demonllration,  I  will  iili  up  this 
Paper  with  a  moil  excellent  Effay  of  the  late  Mr.  Ad- 
dison, transcribed  verbatim  from  one  of  tlie  $pe5ia~ 
tors;  in  which  He  gives  us  his  Sentiments  of  Trade 
and  the  British  Merchants. 

**  '^  I  "^  H  E  R  E  is  no  Place  in  the  Town,  which  I 
*'  M,  ^^  much  love  to  frequent  as  the  Royal  Ex- 
"  change.  It  gives  Me  a  fecret  Satisfailion,  and,  in 
"  fome  Mcadire,  gratifies  my  Vanity,  as  I  am  an  Er^g- 
**  lijhmany  to  fee  fo  rich  an  Ailembly  of  my  Countrymen 
"  and  Foreigners  confuking  together  upon  the  private' 
"  Eurinefj  of  Mankind,  and.  making  this  Metropolis  a 
**■  Kind  of  Efn^oriiini  for  the  whole  Earth.  I  mull 
**  co.ifefs,  I  look  upon  High-Change  to  be  a  great 
**  Council,    in   which  al^   confiderable  Nations  h:.we 
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*'  their  Reprefentatives.  Factors  in  the  trading 
*'  World  are  what  Ambassadors  are  in  the  politick 
'^  World.  7'hey  negotiate  Affairs,  conclude  Treaties, 
*^  and  maintain  a  good  Correfpondence  between  thofe- 
**  wealthy  Societies  of  Men,  that  are  divided  from  one 
♦'  another  by  Seas  and  Oceans,  or  live  on  the  difFe- 
'^  rent  Extremities  of  a  Continent.  I  have  often  been 
*^  pleafed  to  hear- Difputes  adjufted  between  an  Inhabi- 
•*  tan t  of  Japan  ^ndi  an  Alderman  of  Londoni  or  to 
**  fee  a  Subjeft  of  the  Great  Mogul  entering  into  a 
**  League  with  one  of  the  C%ar  o'^Mt/firuy.  I  am  in- 
'*  finitely  delighted  in  mixing  with  thefe  feveral  Mifii- 
'^  fiers  of  Commerce,  as  They  are  diflinguifh'd  by  their 
*'  different  Walks>  and  different  Languages.  Sometimes 
*'  I  am  jafded  among  a  Body  of  Ar7nemans  i  fome- 
**  times  I  am  loff  in  a  Crowd  of  Jezos ;  and  fome- 
**  times  make  one  in  a  Groupe  of  Dutchjrmi.  I  am  a 
*'  Dane,  S^vsde,  or  French?nan,  at  different  Times  i  or 
*'  rather  fancy  Myfelf  like  the  old  Pbilofopher,  vvho 
*^  upon  being  ask'd  what  Coimtryman  He  was,  re= 
*'  ply'd,  that  He  was  a  Citizen  of  the  World. 

*'  Though  I  very  frequently  vifit  this  bufy  Multi- 
•*  tilde  of  People,  I  am.  known  to  nobody  there  but 
**  my  Friend  Sir  Andrew,  who  often  fmiles  upon 
*'  Me  as  He  fees  Me  buitling  in  the  Crowd,  but  at 
•"*  the  fame  Time  connives  at  my  Prefence,  without 
**  taking  any  farther  Notice  of  Me.  There  is,  indeed,- 
**^  a  Merchant  of  Egypt^  who  jufl  kno-^.vs  Me  by  Sight, 
'*  having  formerly  remitted  Me  fome  Money  to  Grand 
*'  Cairo  ;  but  as  I  am  not  verfed  in  the  modern  Cop^ 
**  tickj  our  Conferences  go  no  farther  than  a  Sow  and 
*'  a  Grimsce. 

"  This  giand  Scene  of  BuHnefs  gives  Me  an  infinite 
*^  Variety  of  folid  and  fubllantial  Entertainments,  As 
*'  I  am  a  great  Lover  of  Mankind,  my  Heart  natu- 
*'  rally  oversows  with  Pleafure  at  the  bight  of  a  prof- 
••''  peroas  and  happy  Multitude ;  infcmuch  that  at  ■ 
**  many  publick  Solemnities  I  cannot   forbear   expvdl- 

*'  fmo- 
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«<  fmg  my  Joy  with  Tears,  that  have  ftolen  down  my 
«<  Cheeks.  For  this  Reafon,  I  am  wonderfully  delighted 
<*  to  iee  fuch  a  Body  of  Men  thriving  in  their  own ' 
**  private  Fortunes,  and  at  the  fame  Time  promoting 
*■'  the  pubbck  Stock ;  or,  in  other  Vv^ords,  raifmg  E- 
**■  ftates  for  their  own  Families ,  by  bringing  into  their 
<*  Country  whatever  is  wanting,  and  carrying  out  of 
*•'  it  whatever  isfuperfuous, 

"  Nature  feems  to  have  taken  a  particular  Care  to  dil- 
''  feminate  her  Bleffings  among  the  different  Regions  of 
"  the  World,  v^ith  an  Eye  to  this  mutual  Intercourfe 
*^  and  Traffick  among  Mankind,  that  the  Natives  of 
**  the  feveral  Parts  of  the  Globe  might  have  a  Kind  of 
"  Dependance  upon  one  another,  and  be  united  to- 
"  gether  by  their  common  Intereft.  Almofl:  every  De~ 
''  gree  produces  fomething  peculiar  to  it.  The  Food" 
'*  often  gro\vs  in  one  Country,  and  the  Sauce  in  ano- 
*'  ther.  The  Fruits  of  Portugal  are  corredied  by  the 
*'  VTod.\x€ts  Oi  Barbadoes;  thelnfufion  Oi  2,  China  P lant 
*'  fweeten'd  with  the  Pith  of  an  Indian  Cane.  The 
*'  Philippick  Illands  give  a  Flavour- to  our  European 
*'  Bowls.  The  fmgle  Drefs  of  a  Woman  of  ^alit^)  is 
"  often  the  Produ6l  of  an  hundred  Chmates.  The 
*'  Mtiff  and  the  Fafi  come  together  from  the  different 
<*  Ends  of  the  Earth.  Tlie  Scarf  h  fent  from  the 
*'  Torrid  Zone,  and  the  Tipper  from  beneath  the  Pole. 
*"■  The  Brocade  Petticoat  rifes  out  of  the  Mines  Oi  Peru, 
"  and  the  Diamond  Necklace  out  of  the  Bow^els  of 
''  Indoftan. 

"■^  If  We  confider  our  ozvn  Country  m  its  natural 
''-  Profpeil,  without  any  of  the  Benefits  and  Advanta-  ' 
*'  ges  of  CG7n7ncrce,  what  a  barren,-  uncomfortable  Spot 
'^  of  Earth  falls  to  our  Share?  Natural  liiiiorians  tell 
*'  us,  that  no  Fruit  grows  originally  arfiong  us,  bcfides 
''  Hips  and  Uaz(}s,  Acorns  and  Pig-Nuts,  with  other 
*'  Delicacies  of  the  like  Nature;  thst  our  Climate  of 
*'  itfclf,  and  u'ithout  the  AlTiftance  of  Art,  can  make 
"  no  farther  Advances  towards  a  Plumb  than  to  a  She, 
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and  carries  an  Apple  to  no  greater  Perfe61ion  than  a 
Crab  j  that  our  Melons,  our  Peaches,  our  Figs^  our 
Apricots  and  Cherries  are  Strangers  among  us,  im- 
ported in  different  Ages,  and  naturalized  in  our  Eng- 
lijh  Gardens  J  and  that  they  would  all  degenerate 
and  fall  away  into  the  Trafh  of  our  own  Country, 
if  they  were  wholly  neglefted  by  the  Planter  and 
left  to  the  Afercy  of  our  Sun  and  Soil.  Nor  has 
frnffij-k  more  enrich'd  our  vegetable  World,  than  it 
has  improved  the  whole  Face  of  Nature  among  us. 
Our  Ships  are  laden  with  the  Harvefl:  of  every  Cli- 
mate. Our  Tables  are  ftored  with  Spices,  and  Oils, 
and  Wines.  Our  Rooms  are  fili'd  v/ith  Pyramids  of 
China,  and  adorn'd  with  the  Workmanlhip  of  J a- 
pan.  Our  Morning's  Draught  com.es  to  us  from  the 
remoteft  Corners  of  the  Earth.  We  repair  our  Bodies 
by  the  Drugs  of  America,  and  repofe  ourfelves  under 
Indian  Canopies.  My  Friend  Sir  Andrew  calls 
the  Vineyards  of  Trance  our  Gardens ;  the  Spice- 
JJlands  our  Hot-Beds ;  the  Verfians  our  Silk- Weavers  i 
and  the  Chinefe  our  Potters.  Nature,  indeed,  fur- 
niihes  us  with  the  bare  'Nccejjaries  of  Life  ;  but 
Traffick  gives  us  a  great  Variety  of  what  is  ufeful, 
and  at  the  fame  Time  fupplics  us  v/ith  every  I'hing, 
that  is  ccn-venient  and  ornamentaL  Nor  is  it  the  leail 
Part  of  this  our  Happinefs,  that  Vv^hilil  v/e  enjoy 
the  remoteil  Products  of  the  North  and  South,  we 
are  free  from  thofe  Extremities  of  Weather,  which 
give  them  Birth  ;  that  our  Eyes  are  refrefh'd  with 
the  green  Fields  of  Britain,  at  the  fame  Time  that 
our  Palates  are  feailed  with  Fruits,  that  rife  between 
the  Trc picks. 

*•'  For  thefe  Reaions,  there  are  not  m.ore  ufefal 
Members  in  a  Comrnonv.-eakh  than  Merchants. 
They  knit  Pviankiiid  togellisr  in  a  mutual  In tercourfe 
of  go  d  Offices;  diilribute  the  Gifts  of  Nature  j  find 
Work  for  the  Poor;  add  We.dth  to " the  Rich.',  and 
M^-g-i.xence  to  the  Great.     Q^j^x  EngJifh  Merchant 


"  converts 
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**  converts  the  Tin  of  his  own  Country  into  Gold, 
*'  and  exchanges  his  Wool  for  Rubies.  The  Mahome- 
*'  tans  are  cIoathM  in  our  Britip  Manufadture,  and 
*'  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Frozen  Zone  warm'd  with 
"  the  Fleeces  of  our  Sheep. 

*'  When  I  have  been  upon  the  Change,  I  have  often 
"  fmcied  one  of  our  old  Kings  fianding  in  Perfon, 
**  where  He  is  reprefented  in  Effigy,  and  looking 
**  down  upon  the  wealthy  Concourfe  of  People,  with 
*'  Vv'hich  that  Place  is  every  Day  fill'd.  In  this  Cafe, 
*^  how  would  He  be  furprized  to  hear  all  the  Languages 
'-^  of  Europe  fpoken  in  this  little  Spot- of  his  former 
**  Dominions;  and  to  iee  fo  -mzny  private  Men,  who 
*'  in  his  Tim.e  would  have  been  the  Vajfals  of  fome 
"  pozverful  Baron,  negotiating  like  Princes  for  greater 
*^  Sums  of  Money  than  were  formerly  to  be  met  with 
*'  in  the  royal  Treafary.  Trade,  without  enlarging  the 
"  Brltijh  Territories,  has  given  us  a  kind  of  additional 
"  Empire.  It  has  multiplied  the  Number  of  the  Rich, 
*'  made  our  landed  Efiates  infinitely  more  valuable 
"  than  they  were  formerly,  and  added  to  them,  an 
**  Acceffion  of  other  EJiaies  as  valuable  as  the  Lands 
"  themfelves.  D. 


'^'^  353'     Saturday,   April  jy   1733. 


A  M  defired  by  feveral  of  my  Corre- 
fpondents  to  infert  the  following  Letter 
from  a  Jefuit  in  England  to  the  Reclor 
of  that  Order  at  Brujels,  in  the  Year 
1627,  difcovering  a  Defign  at  that 
Time  on  Foot,  for  enflaving  the  Nation 
by  Excises  and  a  standing  Army.  It  may  be 
feen  in  Rujh-zvorthh  ColMions,    J^l,  i.  />.  474,.  fi-om 

whence 
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whtvict  I  have  tranfcribed  it  at  large,  and  believe  fome 
Parts  of  it  will  be  thought  to  contain  Matter  of  fea- 
fonable  Inuiuftion  and  Caution,  at  prefent. 

Father  Reffor, 

E  T  not  the  Damp  of  Afionifhmrnt  feize  upon 
_  yonr  ardent  and  zealous  Soul,  in  apprehending 
*"  the  luddain  and  uiiexpedled  Calling  of  a  Parliament. 
•*  We  have  not  oppofed,  but  rather  furthered  it ;  fo 
*'  that  we  hope  as  much  in  this  Taj'liameiity  as  ever 
*J  v/e  fear'd  any  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  Days. 

*'  You  m.uil  know  the  Council  is  engaged  to  allill: 
**  tViZ  King,  by  Way  o^  Prerogative,  in  cafe  th.tPar- 
*^  liamentav'^  Way  fhould  fail.  You  fhall  fee  this  Par- 
**  liament  will  refemble  the  Pelican,  which  takes  a 
*'  Yiti&v:^  to  dig  out  with  her  Beak  her  ov/n  Bo^vds. 

**  The  Ekftion  of  Knights  and  BurgeiTes  hath  been 
*•'  in  fuch  Confiifion  of  apparent  Fadftion,  as  That, 
**  Vv'hich  we  v^ere  wont  to  procure  heretofore  v/ith 
**  much  Art  and  Induftry,  {v^hsxi  xh^  ^panijh  Match 
**  was  in  Treaty)  now  breaks  out  naturally  as  a  Botch, 
*'  or  Boil,  and  fpits  and  fpues  out  it's  own  Rancor 
**  and  Venom. 

*'  You  remember  how  that  famous  and  immorta 
*'  State  "man,  i]\(t  Count  of  Gondcmar^  {^di  King  J ajnes 
"  his  Fancy,  and  rcck'd  him  afleep  with  the  foft 
"  fweet  Sound  of  Peace,  to  keep  up  tlie  ^panijh  Treaty. 
'*  Likewife  we  were  much  bound  to  jofne  State/men  of 
*'  cur  own  Country  for  gaining  Time,  by  procuring 
*'  thofe  moll  advantageous  CelTations  of  Arms  in  the 
**  Palatinate,  and  advancing  the  Honour  and  Integrity 
*'  o^  t\iQ.SpaniJh  Nation ^  and  villifying  the  Hollanders  \ 
*'  remionfcraiing  ^to  King  "Jatnes,  that  that  State  was 
**  moil  ungrateful  both  to  his  Fredecellbr  Queen  Eliza- 
**  beth  and  his  iacred  Majefty  ;  that  the  States  were 
"  m.ore  obnoxious  than  \\\tTiirk,  and  perfetuallyin- 
*'  juied  his  Majefty's  loving  Subjefts  in  the  Enjl  Indies \ 
*'  and   likewife  They  have  ufurp'd  from  his  Majefly 

*'  the 
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"  the  Regality   and   unvaluable  Profit  of  the  narrow 
««  Seas,  in  filhing  upon  the  Englifo  Coafts,  Sec. 

"  This  great  Stntefman  had  but  one  principal 
<*  Means  to  further  their  great  and  good  Deiigns ; 
"  which  was  to  fet  on  King  James  that  none  but  the 
*'^  Puritan  FaBion,  which  pIotte<d  nothing  but  Anarchy 
"  and  his  Confufion,  were  averfe  to  this  moft  happy 
^^  Union.  We  fteerM  on  the  fame  Courfe,  and  have 
"  made  great  U fe  of  this  Anarchical  Eletfion.,  and  have 
*^  prejudicated  and  anticipated  the  great  G?ie^  that 
^  none  but  the  King's  Enetnies  and  his  are  chofen  of 
*'  this  Farliajnenfj  Sec. 

<'  We  have  now  many  Strings  to  our  Bow,  and 
"  have  llrongly  fortify'd  our  Fadlion,  and  have  added 
*'  two  Buhvarks  more ;  for  when  King  James  lived, 
"  (you  know)  he  was  very  violent  againil:  Arminia- 
"  nifm,  and  interrupted  ( with  his  W^it  and  deep 
■*^  Learning)  our  llrong  Defigns  in  Holland,  and  was  a 
*^  great  Friend  to  that  old  Rebel  and  Heretick,  the 
*■'■  Prince  oi  Grange. 

■    "  Nov/,  we  have  planted  that  Sovereign  Drug  Ar 
"  minianifmi    which  we  hope  will  purge  the  Prote- 
*'  fia72ts  from  their  Herefy  ;    and  it  flourifneth   and 
-*'  bears  Fruit  in  due  Sesfon. 

**  The  Materials,  which  build  up  our  Buhvark?, 
**  are  the  ProjeBors  and  Beggars  of  all  Ranks  and 
**  Qualities.  Kowfoever,  both  thefe  Factions  co-ope- 
"  rate  to  dellroy  the  Parliament,  and  to  introduce  a 
*'  new  Species  and  Form  of  Government,  which  is 
■^'  Oligarch"^. 

"  Thofe  ferve  as  direfl  Mediums  and  Inilruments 
**  to  our  End,  which  is  the  uni'uerfal  Catholick  Mo- 
"*'  narch)\  Our  Foundation  muft  be  Mutation,  and 
■"  Mutation  will  caufe  a  Relaxation  ;  which  will  ferve 
■*'  as  fo  m.any  violent  Difeafes,  as  the  Sto?2e,  Gout,  &c. 
"  to  the  fpeedy  Diibaftion  of  our  perpetual  and  in- 
*•'  fufferable  Anguifh  of  Body,  v/hich  is  worfe  than 
*'  Death  itielf. 

«  We 
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"  We  proceed  now  by  Council  and  mature  Delibe- 
"  ration,  how  and  when  to  work  upon  the  *  Duke's 
"  Jealoufy  and  Revenge ;  and  in  This  we  give  the 
*'  Honour  to  Thofe,  which  merit  it,  which  are  the 
*'  Church-Catholicks. 

"  There  is  another  Matter  of  Confequence,  which 
"  we  take  much  into  our  Confideration  and  tender 
"  Care;  which  is  to  Have  o^i Puritans,  that  They 
"  hang  not  in  the  i)///^£''s  Ears.  They  are  impudent, 
*'  fubtile  People  ;  and  it  is  to  be  fear'd  left  They  fhould 
''  negociate  a  Reconciliation  between  the  Duke  and 
"  the  Parliament  at  Oxford  and  Weftminfier  \  but' 
**  now  we  affure  ourfelves  we  have  fo  handled  the 
"  Matter,  that  both  Duke  and  Parliafnent  are  irre- 
*'  concileable. 

*'  For'  the  better  Prevention  oi  the  Puritans,  the 
"  Armenians  have  already  iock'd  up  the  Duke^l  Ears  ^ 
"  and  we  have  Thofe  of  our  own  Religion,  which 
**  Hand  continually  at  the  DukJi  Chamber,  to  fee  who 
*'  goes  in  and  out.  We  cannot  be  too  circumfpeft  and 
"'  careful  in  this  Regard. 

"  I  cannot  chufe  but  laugh  to  fee  how  fome  of  our 
*'  own  Coat  have  accoutred  themfelves.  You  would 
*^  fcarce  know  Them,  if  you  faw  Them  ;  and  it  is 
*'  admirable,  how  in  Speech  and  Gefture  They  aft 
**  the  Puritans.  The  Cambridge  Scholars,  to  their 
*'  woeful  Experience,  fnall  fee  we  can  aft  the  Puri- 
"  tans  a  little  better  than  They  have  done  the  Je- 
"  Juits.  They  have  abufed  our  facred  Patron,  Saint 
*'  Ignatius,  in  jeft ;  buc  we  will  make  Them  fmart 
*'  for  it  in  earneih  I  hope  you  will  excufe  my  merry 
*'  Digrefllon  ;  for  I  confefs  unto  you,  I  am  at  thi^ 
*'  Time  tranrported  with  Joy  to  fee  hjow  happily  all 
**  Inftruments  and  Means,  as  v/ell  great  as  lefs,  ca- 
*'  operateunto  our  Purpofes. 


*  Buckingham,  the  Prime  Minifter. 

*'  But 
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"  But  to  return  unto  the  main  Fabrick.  Our  Foun- 
<*  dation  is  Armiiiianijm.  The  Ar minimis  and  Pro- 
"  jeclors,  as  it  appears  in  the  Premiffes,  affeft  Muta- 
"  tion.  This  we  fecond,  and  enforce  by  probable 
"  Arguments.  In  the  firll  Place,  we  take  into  Con- 
"  fideration  the  Ki?igh  Honour,  and  prefent  Neceffity  ; 
"  and  we  fhew  how  the  King  may  free  himfelf  of  his 
"  Ward,  as  Lewis  XI.  did.  And  for  his  great  Splen- 
"  dour  and  Lufrre,  He  may  raife  a  'vafi  Rcjenue,  and 
*'  not  be  beholding  to  his  'SubjeBs ;  which  is  by  way 
*'  of  Impoii tion  of  Excise.  Then  6m  Church-Catho- 
**  licks  proceed  to  fhew  the  A-leans  how  to  fettle  this 
*'  Excife,  which  mufl:  be  by  a  mercenary  Arm^  of 
**  Horfe  and  Foot.  For  the  Horfe,  we  have  made 
*'  Thatfure;  They  fhall  ht  Foreigners,  ^lA  Germans, 
*'  v/ho  will  eat  up  the  King's  Revenues,  and  fpoil  the 
*^'  Country  wherefoever  They  come,  though  They 
"  {hould  be  well  paid.  What  Havock  will  They 
*'  make  there,  when  They  get  no  Pay,  or  are  riot 
**  duly  paid  ?  They  will  do  more  Mifchief,  than  we 
^^  hope  the  Army  will  do. 

"  We  are  provident  and  careful  that  this  mercenary 
**  Army  oftzvo  thoufand  Horfe,  and  twenty  thotf and  Foot 
*'  fhall  be  taken  on  and  in  Pay,  before  the  Excife  be 
"  fettled.  In  forming  the  Excife,  the  Country  is 
**  mofl  likely  to  rife.  If  the  mercenary  Army  fubjugate 
'*  the  Country,  then  the  Soldiers  and  ProjeSfors  fhall  be 
'*  paid  out  of  the  Coniifcations.  If  the  Countn^  be  too 
**  hard  for  the  Soldiers,  then  They  muit  confequently 
*'  7nutiny ;  v/hich  is  equally  advantageous  unto  us. 
*'  Our  faperlative  Defign  is  to  work  the  Protefants,  as 
**  well  as  the  Catholicism  to  welcome  in  a  Co7iqueror, 
**  and  That  is  by  this  Means.  We  hope  inilantly  to 
**  difTolve  Tirades,  and  hinder  the  building  o^Shippi?ig ; 
**  in  deviling  probable  Deligns,  and  putting  on  the 
"  State  upon  Expeditions,  as  That  of  Cadiz  was ; 
"  in  taking  away'  th&  Merchant  Ships,    fo  that  They 

Vo  L.  X.  S  "  may 
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''  may  not  eafily  catch  and  light  upon  the  We/^  Mia 


To    CALEB  D'ANVERS,    Ef^, 

SIR, 

1A  M  always  rejoiced,  when  I  fee  a  Spirit  o/Liheriy 
exert  itfelf  among  any  Set,  or  Denomination  of  my 
Countrymen.  I  pleafe  myfelf  with  the  Hopes  that  it 
will  grow  more  difFufive  ;  fome  Time  or  other  become 
falliionable ;  and  at  laft  ufeful  to  the  Publick.  As  I 
know  your  Zeal  for  Liberty,  I  thought  I  could  not 
addrefs  better  than  to  you  the  following  exa6l  Ac- 
■count  of  the  noble  Stand,  lately  made  by  the  polite 
Part  of  the  World,  in  Defence  of  their  Liberties  and 
Properties,  againft  the  open  Attacks  and  bold  Attempts 
sofMr.  ^  '  /  upon  both.  I  fhall  lingly  relate  the 
Fa<ffc,  and  leave  you,  who  are  better  able  than  I  am,  - 
to  make  what  Inferences,  or  Applications  may  be 
;proper. 

The  Rife  and  Progrefs  of  Mr.  H Ps  Power  and 

Fortune  are  too  well  known  for  Me  now  to  relate. 
Let  it  fuflice  to  fay  that  He  was  grown  fo  infolent 
upon  the  fudden  and  undeferved  Increaie  of  both,  that 
He  thought  nothing  ought  to  oppofe  his  imperious  and 
extravagant  Will.  He  had,  for  fome  Time,  govern'd 
the  Operas,  and  modelFd  the  Orchejire,  without  the 
leall  Controul.  No  Voices^  no  Injiru?nents  w^ere  ad- 
mitred,  but  fuch  as  fiatter'd  his  Ears,  though  They 
fhock'd  thofe  of  the  x4.udience.  Wretched  Scrapers  were 
put  above  the  befi  Hai-ids  in  the  Orchefire.  No  Mufick 
but  his  ovjn  was  to  be  allow'd,  though  every  Body  was 
weary  of  it ;  and  He  had  the  Impudence  to  aiTert, 
Ithat  there  was  no  Compofef  /;^  England  butHimJelf.  Even 

Kings 
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Kmgs  and  ^eens  were  to  be  content  with  whatever 
low  Chara6lers  He  was  pleafed  to  affign  Them,  as  is 
evident  in  tlie  Cafe  of  Seignor  Montagfiana ;  who, 
though  a  King,  is  ahvays  obliged  to  a6l  (except  an 
angry,-  rumbling  Song,  or  two)  the  moil  infigniiicant 
Part  of  the  whole  Drama.  This  Excefs  and  Abiife 
of  Power  foon  diigufted  the  Towni  his  Government 
grew  odious ;  and  his  Opera's  grew  empty.  However 
this  Degree  of  Unpopularity  and  general  Hatred,  in- 
ftead  of  humbling  Him.,  only  made  Him  more  furious 
and  deiperate.  He  refolved  to  make  one  laft  Effort 
to  ertablilh  his  Power  and  Fortune  by  Force,  fince 
He  found  it  now  impoiTible  to  hope  for  it  from  the 
good  Will  of  Jvlankind.     In  order  to  This,  He  fbrm'dT 

.  a  Plafi,  without  confulting  any  of  his  Friends^  (if  He 
has  any )  and  declared  that  at  a  proper  Seafon  He 
would  communicate  it  to  the  Publick  i  afTuring  us,  at 
the  fame  Time,  that  it  would  be  very  muth  for  the 
Advantage  of  the  Publick  in  general,  and  of  Opera's  in 
particular.  Some  People  fafpe<ft  that  He  had  fettled  it 
previoufly  with  Seignora  Strada  del  Po,  who  h- 
much  in  his  Favour ;  but  all,  that  I  can  advance 
with  Certainty,  i?,  that  He  had  concerted  it  with  a 
Brother  of  his  ozvn,  in  whom  He  pl2c<^  a  mioft  un- 
defer ved  Confidence.  In  this  Brother  of  his.  Heat  and 
Dulnefs  are  miraculoufl'/  united.  The  former  promiPts 
Him  to  any  Thing  new_  and  violent ',  while  the  latter 
hinders  Him  from  .feeing  any  pf  tliQ  Inconveniencies 
of  it.  As  Mr.  ^ — — rs  Brother,  He  thought  it 
was  necelTary  He  fhould  be  a  Mufician  too  j  but  all 
He  could  arrive  at,  after  a  very  laborious  Application 
for  many  Years,  w^as  a  moderate  Performance  upon  the 
Jeivs   Trump,     tie  had,    for  fome   Time,    play'd  a 

•  Parte  bvffa  abroad,  and  had  entangled  his  Brother  m 
feveral  troublefome  and  dangerous  Engagements,  in  the 
Commiiuons  He  had  given  Him  to  contrail  with  fo- 
reign Performers  \  and  from  v^^hich  ( by  the  Way  ) 
Mr.  H-o^^^l  did  not  difengage  Himfelf  with  muck 

S  2  Honour, 
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flonour.    Notwithilanding  all   thefe  and  many  more 

Objeftions,    Mr.  H= -/,    bv  and  with  the  Advice  of 

this  Brother,  at  lall  produces  his  Proje^f ;  refolves  to 
cram"  it  down  the  Throats  of  the  Town  ;  proflitutes 
gretit  and  aweftd  Names ,  as  the  Patrons  of  it  i  and  even 
cioes  not^fcruple  to  inliniiate  that  They  are  to  be 
Sharers  of  the  Profit.  His  Sche??ie  fet  forth  in  Sub- 
ibnce,  that  the  late  Decay  of  Opera^s  was  owing  to 
their  Cheapnefs,  and  to  the  great  Frauds  committed  by 
the  Door-keepers  \  that  the  aii7iual  Subfcribers  were  a 
Parcel  of  Rcgues,  and  made  an  ill  Ufe  of  their  Tickets, 
by  often  running  two  into  tlie  Gallery ;  that  to  obviate 
thefe  Abufes  He  had  contrived  a  Thing,  that  v/as 
better  than  an  Opera,  call'd  an  Oratorio  i  to  which 
none  fhould  be  admitted,  but  by  printed  Permits,  or 
Tickets  of  one  Guinea  each,  which  Jhould  be  diilri- 
buted  owt  of  Warehoufes  of  his  own,  zvAhy  Officers  of 
his  own  nrf^Jngi  which  0//iV^rj-  could  not  fo  reafonably 
be  fuppofed  to  cheat  in  the  Colle6lJon  of  Guineas,  as 
the  Door-keepers  in  the  CoUedion  of  ha  f  Guineas  ;  and 
laflily,  that  as  the  very  Being  of  Opera^s  depended  upon 
Him  fngly,  it  was  ju'il:  that  the  ProHt  arifmg  from 
hence  ihould  be  for  his  own  Benefit.  He  added,  in- 
deed, one  Condition,  to  varniili  the  whole  a  little ; 
which  v/as,  that  if' any  Perfon  fhou.Id  think  himfelf 
aggrieved,  and  that  the  Oratorio  was  not  Vv^orth  the 
Price  of  the  Per?nit,  he  fliould  be  at  Liberty  to  appeal 
to  three  Judges  of  Mufick,  y\iQ  .^i\o\x\di  be  obliged, 
within  the  Space  of  ioN^ix  ^  ears  at  farthert,  iinally  to 
determine  the  fame ;  provided  always  that  the  faid 
yudi^es  faould  be  of  his  Nomination,  and  known  to 
like  no  other  Mulick  but  his.  j 

The  Abiurdity,    Extravagancy,    and   CpprefFion   of 
this  Scheme  difguikd  the  whole  Town.    Many  of  the - 
iTioft  conilant  Attenders  of  the  Opera's  refolved   abfo- 
lutely  to  renounce  them,  rather  than  go  to  them  under  , 
fuch  Extortion  and  Vexation.    Theyexclaim'd  againftri 
the  info  lent  and  rapacious  Proje^or  of  this  Plan.     The 

King's 
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King's  old  and  fworn  Servants,  of  the  two  Theatres  of 
Drury-Lane  and  Covent-Garden,  reap'd  the  Benefit  of 
this  general  Difcontent,  and  were  reforted  to  in  Crowds, 
by  w^ay  of  Oppofition  to  the  Oratorio.  Even  the  faireft 
Breafis  were  fired  with  Indignation  againft  this  new 
Impfition.  AfTemblies,  Cards,  Tea,  Coffee,  and  all 
other  Female  Batteries  were  vigorouHy  employ'd  to 
defeat  the  Proje^, '  and  dellroy  the  Proje^or.  Thefe 
joint  Endeavours  of  all  Ranks  and  Sexes  fucceeded  {o 
well,  that  the  Proje^or  had  the  Mortification  to  fee 
but  a  very  thin  Audience  at  his  Oratorio ;  and  of 
about  ty/o  hundred  and  lixty  odd,  that  it  coniifled 
of,  it  is  notorious  that  not  ten  paid  for  their  Permits^ 
but,  on  the  contrary,  had  them  given  Them,  and 
Money  into  the  Bargain,  for  coming  to  keep  Him  in 
Countenance. 

This  Accident,  They  fay,  has  thrown  Him  into  a 
deep  Melaficholy,  interrupted  fometimes  by  raving  Fits  ; 
in  Vv'hich  He  fmcies  He  fees  ten  thoufand  Opera  Devils 
coming  to  tear  Him  to  Pieces;  then  He  breaks  out  into 
'frantick,  incoherent  Speeches ;  muttering  Jiurdy  Beg- 
gars, JffaJJination,  &c.  In  thefe  delirious  Moments^ 
He  dlfcovers  a  particular  Averiion  to  the  City.  He 
calls  Them  all  a  Parcel  oi  Rogues ^  and  alTerts  that  the 
honejlejl  Trader  among  T^he7?i  deferves  to  be  han^d."""-^ 
It  is  much  queilion'd  whether  He  will  recover;  at 
leaft,  if  He  does,  it  is  not  doubted  but  He  v/ill  feek 
for  a  Retreat  in  his  ow7i  Country  from  the  general  Re- 
fentment  of  the  Town. 

/  arn,   SIR, 

0.  Tour  very  humble  Servant, 

P LO    R LI. 

P.  S.  Having  feen  a  little  Epigram,  lately  handed 
about  Town,  which  feems  to  allude  to  the  fameSubje^, 
I  believe  it  will  not  be  unwelcome  to  your  Readers. 

S3  EPI^ 
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E    P    I    G   R    A    M. 

Uoth/"F— ^  to  if— A  fna]]  We  Two  agree. 
And  excije  the  whole  Nation  ? 

H.  fi,  Caro,  (l. 
Of  what  Ufeare  Sheep ,  if  the  5^<?^^(?;W  can't  ihear  them? 

At  the  Hay-Market  I,  you  at  ¥/eJlmi7iJier. 

TV.   Hear  Him! 
Call'd  to  Order,  their  Seconds  appear  in  their  Place  ; 
One  fam'd  for  his  Mora  Is  ^  and  one  for  his  Face. 
In  half  They  iucceeded,  in  half  They  were  crofl. 
The  Excise  was  obtain'd,  but  poor  Deborah  loll. 
O. 
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/,  pete  unguentum,  Puer,  et  Coro/ias, 
Et  CaduTTi,  Marli  memGrem  Duelli, 
Spartacum  Ji   qua  poluii  vagantcm 
Fdllere  Tefia. 


HOR. 
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^''"'■"^^  Tjblick  BlefTings  naturally  produce  public^ 
Rejoicings  I  and  I  Ihould  think  myfelf 
inexcufeable,  iflnegled  this  Opportunity 
of  concurring  in  that  general  Scene  of 
Feilivity,  which  hath  manifefted  itfeif 
.thro'  all  Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  on  a  late 
ever-memorable  Occurrence.  laitead  therefore  of  con- 
doling with  my  Countrymen,  ( as  I  once  fear'd  there 
might  be  Occafion  to  do )  I  heartily  congratrJate  Them 
upon  their  Deliverance,  and  fhali  leave  the  Enemies  of 
^rade  and  Liberty  to  humble  Themfelves  in  Sackcloth 
and  Allies,  whilll  We  are  wifhing  Profperity  to  bcth^ 
and  drinking  the  Healths  oUhofe  honefi  Gentlemen ^  v.' ho 
have  preferved  them  to  us. 
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I  cannot,  perhaps,  do  my  Country  a  more  ufeful 
Piece  of  Service,  at  this  Time,  than  by  making  feme 
Obfervations  on  fo  great  an  Event. 

In  the  firft  Place,  We  have  the  Pleafore  to  obferve 
that  the  Spirif  of  Liberty   is  not  yet  extind  in   this 
Kingdom ;  and  that  ihe  original  Power  of  the  People, 
in  their  colledlive  Body,  is  ilill  of  fome  Weight,  when 
vigoroufly  exerted  and  united,  wirhout  any  ridiculous 
Adherence  lO  old  Partynames,  which  have  no  Relation 
to  our  prefent  Dlfputes.     For  this  Reafon,  every  good 
Englijhman  and  Friend  to  his  Country  muil  be  infinite- 
ly delighted  to  find   the  filly  Denominations  of  Whig 
and  ^Tory  intirely  funk  in  our  late  Contefts,  and  loll:  in 
the  more  feafonabk  Diilinftion  oi Excifeman,  or  no  Ex- 
cifeman.     Such  Di 'criminations  as  thefe  are  natural  and 
unavoidable,  on  all  great  Occafions ;  and  as  they  gene- 
rally ceafe  with  their  Caufe,  or  can  be  revived  only  in 
fimilar  Cafes,  they  are  feldom  attended  with  any  bad 
Confequences  to  the  Publick.     Whereas  when   a  whole 
Nation  is  divided  into  two   feparate  Bodies,  occaiion*d 
only  by  fome  circumuantialDiiierences  about  Goz'erment, 
or   Religion,  a  greater  Regard  is  commonly   paid    to 
Names  than  to  'IJmigs ;  and  the  People  are  apt  to  follow 
their  Leaders,  in  different  Flerds,  through  all  their  Mea- 
fures,  without  confidering  v/hether  they  are  reafbnable  in 
themfelves,  or  even  confiflent  with  their  ozo^  Syfiem  of 
Politicks.     Thofe  are  the  Difinftio?is,  which   ought  to 
be  avoided  in  a  free  Country  i  becaufe  they  ufually  be- 
come permanent,  and  are  made  the  Infiruments  of  am- 
bitious Men,  upon  every  Occafion,  however  foreign  to 
the  Principles^  which  llrft  gave  them  Birth.     1   thank 
Heaven,  A\€.t  popular  Velufions  feem  pretty  well  laid  at 
prefent ,-  and  as  the  Coalition  of  Parties  hath  been  at- 
tended>with  fach  glorious  Succefs,  I  hope  They  will 
keep  Themfelves  Itriftly  on  their  Guard,  and  not  fufter 
any  Reducer  to  divide  Them  a&:ain. 

I  am  at  a  Lofs  which  to  commend  mofl ;  the  prudent 
Vigour  of  the  mercantile  Part  of  the  Nation  i  or  the 

publick 
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publick  Spirit  of  the  landed  Gentlemen,  in  fupporting 
Them.  The  Traders,  cai  one  Side,  have  made  a  noble 
Stand,  in  Defence  of  their  own  immediate  Concerns  ; 
and  the  Country  Gentlemen,  on  the  other,  have  proved 
Themfelves  wifer  than  to  be  deluded  into  an  Opinion  ' 
that  their  Interefls  are  really  diHind.  As  the  Happinefs 
of  hth  is  reciprocal  and  depends  on  each  other  ;  fo  They 
have  very  juftly  made  it  a  joint  Caufe  ;  and  vvhilft  They 
continue  thus  liappily  united.  We  may  defy  all  the  Pow- 
ers on  Earth  to  invade  our  Liberties,  and  deftroy  our 
Conjiituiion, 

It  would  be  ungrateful,  in  this  Place,  not  to  acknow- 
ledge the  difinterefted  Condu6l  of  feveral  Gentlemen  in 
high  Stations,  both  civil  and  military  ;  but  the  general 
Applaufe  of  Mankind,  befides  ihe  inward  Satisfaftion  of 
having  done  their  Duty,  in  ib  critical  a  Juncture,  pre- 
vents my  Pen,  and  will  amply  compenfate  for  the  Lofs 
of  prefent  Favour,  or  the  Frowns  of  Power.  —  They 
have,  at  leaft,  endeared  their  Names  to  Poilerify,  and. 
I  hope  fuch  uncommon  Virttie  will  one  Day  £nd  its  Re- 
ward, even  in  this  Age. 

The  unufual  and  almoil  fmgular  Concurrence  of  Senti- 
ments, upon  this  Occalion,  gives  us  Reafon  to  rejoice 
in  a  more  than  ordinary  Manner.  I  congratulate  my 
Countrymen,  not  only  on  the  Defeat  of  the  Scheme, 
but  on  the  Project  itfelf  j  wliicli  hach  been  feveral  Years 
in  Embryo,  and  being  now  crulh'd  by  fo  high  an  Au- 
thority, is  buried,  I  hope,  deep  as  the  Center,  and 
will  never  rife  again,  whilft  the  leaft  Spark  of  EngHfh 
Liberty  remains  unextinguiih'd.  The  gloomy  Profpcct, 
which  lately  prefented  itfelf  to  our  Vie^v,  is  vanifh'd  at 
once,  and  iucceeded  by  a  ferene  Sky,  which  feems  to 
promife  us  a  little  Sunfhine  and  fjne  Weather;  for  to 
whatever  Motives  the  Projccior  and  his  Advocates  may 
think  ft  to  afcribe  our  late  ouccefs,  it  is  certainly  owing 
to  the  general  Senfe  of  the  Nation y  wliich  harli  (o  fully 
difcoverVi  itfelf  on  this  Occaficn.  No  Arts  have  been 
left  untry'd,  no  Engines  unemploy'd  by  thefe  Men,  to 

execute 
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execute  their  Delign  ;  and  therefore  We  may  reafonabljr 
conchide  that  no  Min'ijier  in  his  Senfes  will  ever  prefume 
to  revive  a  Scheme,  which  hath  been  fo  univerlklly  op- 
pofed  by.  the  Voice  of  the  People  without  Doors,  and  fo 

■glorioufiy  defeated  by  our  worthy  Reprejhitatwes -within. 
I  often  pleafe  myfelf  with,  reflecting  what  a  Figure 
this  profperous  Struggle  vv^ill  give  us  abroad,  as  3.  free 
People;  and  that  it  will,  in  a  great  Meafare,  wipe  ofF 
that  invidious  Refleftion  of  Mr.  Foltaire,  in  his  Hijlory 
of  the  late  King  of  Sweden  j  that  the  present  Eng- 
lish are  no  more  like  the  Engliili  in  the  Days  of  Crom- 
WEL,  than  the  Monks  and  Prelates  of  Rome  are  like 

■  the  ANTiENT  SciPio's. — ——I  could  likewife  mention 

,  Ibme  other  good  Confequences,  which  We  may  reafon- 
ably  expedl  from  the  happy  Iffue  of  i^/^ij  A  fair,  both 
with  Regard  to  the  King  and  the  People ;  but  as  it  may 
not  be  proper  to  explain  them  at  prefent,  I  muft  deiire 
to  be  excuied. 

It  always  goes  againft  my  Heart  to  infult  the  Unfor- 
tunate, or  triumph  over  the  Fanquijh''d ;  though  their 
DiilreiTes  and  Confufion  have  been  intirely  oceafion'd  by 
Themfelves.  I  am  rather  inclined  to  compaffionate  the 
Cafe  of  all  Thofe,  (of  whatever  Rank,  or  Station  They 
may  be )  who  have  lufFer'd  Themfelves  to  be  dragg'd 
through  an  Horfepond  and  bemired,  to  no  Purpofe,  in 
fo  odious  a  Caufe.  —  Even  xhsProje^or  himfelf  partici- 
pates of  my  Pity. 

Bat  if  I  were  of  a  contraiy  DifpoQtion,  and  could 
take  any  Delight  in  the  Difcomnture  of  my  Adverfaries^ 
I  am  furnifh'd  with  the  ftrongeit  Materials  from  the 
Writings  of  that  choleric  old  Beldame  A/[rs.  Osborne  % 
who,  in  one  of  her  fcolding  Fits,  very  unluckily  hap- 
pened to  exprefs  Herfelf  in  the  following  Manner,  con- 
cerning the   late  Petitions  from  feveral  Corporations  to 

'  their  Reprefentatives,  vix. 

■  *  '*  Perfons  muft  have  a  very  mean  Opinion  of  the 
«•'  Under  Handing,  or    Refolution   of  the  MiniJIry,  to 

"  imagine 
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"  imagine  They  will  be  bullied  out  of  their  Reafon,  or 
'*  roar'd  out  of  their  Senfes  ;  and  that  They  will  be 
^  induced  to  depart  from  what  is  right,  or  juft,  through 
**  Fear  of  a  fev/  hot-headed  Fetitmiers  lifting  up  their 
*^  Voices,  and  making  a  confufed  Noife  in  the  Dark. 

*'  No  ;  if  They  2.xtfrighte7i'd,  They  are  gone  ;  and 
"  I  fhall  date  their  Fall  from  thafe  very  ?v!oment ;  for 
"  2Sxzr  Juch  Cowardice^  their  Enemies  will  never  fuffer 
**  Them  to  pafs  any  A*^,  which  They  han't  a  Mind 
<«  to.  I  Nor  is  THAT  Man  worthy  to  be  at  the 
*^  Head  of  Aiiairs,  who  dat'es  not  do  what  is  right,  and- 
**  leave  all  Events  to  Him,  who  governs  the  World. 

What  a  line  Opportunity  hath  this  old  Fortutie-teller 
put  in  mj  Hands  of  triumphing  over  her  Patron  ?  But 
I  ftorn  to  take  any  Advantage  of  fach  a  bhindewig  O- 
rack,  and  would  advife  Her  to  confult  the  learned  Vati- 
cinations of  her  celebrated  Ancellor,  Mother  Shiptov,  be- 
fore She  ventures  to  publifh  any  mode  of  her  own  Pre- 
di(5lions. 

As  to  the  TrojeBor  himfelf,  I  can  only  hope  that  this- 
Rebuff  w'^\,' 2X  lead,  be  Matter  of  Inftruftion  to  Him, 
and  induce  Him  to  ufe  a  little  more  Caution,  for  the 
future*  how  He  provokes  the  Patience  of  the  People. 
This  will  be  the  only  effedual  Way  for  Him  to  fleep  in- 
Quiet,  without  being  haunted  with  continual  Dreams  of 
Murder  and  AJfajfination.  At  prefent,  I  will  give  Hira. 
this  farther  Con-ifort ;  that  as  He  hath  not  hitherto  dif- 
cover'd  any  Part  of  the  famie  Spirit  or  Abilities  with  Ju- 
lius Caesar,  He  need  not  terrify  Himfelf  with  Ap- 
preheniions  of  falling  in  xkv^jame  Manner. 

But  if  He  is  refolved  to  perfifi:  in  Kisfo-rmer  Meafures, 
and  verify  Madam  Oj^iyr^^'j-  Prophecies,  it  is  out  of  my 
Powder  to  prevent  it  with  all  my  Endeavours.  I  will 
therefore  conclude  in  the  V/ords  of  Cicero  againfl  Fifty 
and  his  Brother-Colleague^  \vhich  I  Ihall  leave  to  this 
Gentlemari'i  ferious  Meditation. 

Nunqua?n  Ego  j'anguiTiern.  expetim  tuum  ;  nunquam 
illud  extremumi  quod  pojfet  ejfe  improbis  i^  probis  com- 

munt. 
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tnune,  fupplicium  Legis,  ac  Judicii ;  fed  abje^um,  con- 
tempum,  defpeSium  a  ceteris,  a  Te  ipfo  defperatumt  ^ 
reliBian  ;  ciraimfpeBantetn  omnia  ;  quicquid  increpuiJfSi 
pertimefcentem  i  diffidentem  tuts  Rebus  ;  fine  voce,  fine 
Libertate,  fi.ne  autoritate^  fine  ullafpecie  confulari ;  hor- 
rentem,  trementem,  adulantem   omnes  videre   Te  volui. 
Tidi.     ^are,  fi  'Tibi  evenerit,  quod  metuis  ne    accidaty 
equidem  non   molefie  feram.     Sin  id  tardius  forte  fiet, 
fruar  tamen  tua  Indignitate ;  nee  i?iinus  libenter  metu- 
e?item  videbo^  ne  Reus  fias,    quam  Reum  ;    nee  minus 
lie  tab  or,  cumTe  femper  fordidum,  quam  fi  pauUfper  for- 
did at  um  viderem.  D. 


In  a  few  Days  will  be  publifB^d, 

The   Projector's    LOOKING-GLASS; 

er,  The  lafl  dying  Words  and  Confeffion  of  Sir  Robert 
Marral,  premier  Excifeman  ^  Great  Britain,  wb$ 
was  burnt  in  Fleet-ilreet  on  Wednefday  the  nth  In- 
fiant ',  taken  faithfully  from  his  own  Mouth  at  the  Place 
■^of  Execution. 

To  which  will  he  prefix'' d  his  Effigies,  drawn  upon  ths 
:Sfot  and  curimfiy  engraven  by  Mr.  H  —  g  —  th. 

Then  fhall  ftand  up  in  his  Eflate  a  Raiser  of 
Taxes^  in  the  Glory  of  the  Kingdom;  but  within 
few  Days  He  fhall  be  deftroy'd.     - 

Daniel,  Chap.  xi.  Verfe  20th, 

Printed  for  Mr.  Aldam,  Si/rtioner,  near  Weaver" s- 
Hall,  ofwhQm  any  Numbers  may  be  had  gratis,  when  in 
-Town. 

N.  E.  The  Grub-fir eet  Paper,  lately  hawlCd  about  ihe 
Streets  under  the  Title  of  the  laft  dying  Words  of  the 
Excife-Bill,  Cifr.  isfpurious,  and  a  grofs  Impofition  on  the 
TublicL 

LOST, 
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LOST,  fomewhere  ;^^^r  Weftminfler-Hall,  0;(?WedRef- 
day  the  i  \th  Injianl,  about  Ten  d*  Clock  at  Night. 

^  B  I  L  L,  for  a  -very  large  Sum  of  Money,  drawn 
upon  MeJJ.  Smokers  and  Company,.  Merchants  in  Lon- 
don. Whoever  can  recover  it,  and  will,  at  any  Tirae 
hereafter,  take  an  Opportunity  to  return  it  to  the  right 
Owner  andfole  "Proprietor,  Robert  Bold  i?/'  Norfolk, 
at  the  Star  and  Garter  in  Pall-Mali ;  He  Jhall  for  fo 
great  a  favour  meet  with  many  Thanks,  and  receive  a. 
mofl  handjome  Gratuity. 

N.  B.  This  Bill  is  of  no   Vfe  to  any  Body  but  the 
Owner,  Paytnent  being  now  fo  effeSlually  ft  opt. 
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THE 

Second    Part 

Of  an  Argument  againfi: 

EXCISES; 

In  Answer    to    the  Objections    of 
feveral  Writers,  ^c. 

^Tii  not  in  Mortals  to  command  Succefs  ; 
But  We'll  do  inore,  Sempronius ;  We'll  ^tkwt  it, 

Cato. 

H  E  N  I  firft  enterM  upon  this  Subjea 
of  Excifes,  I  proceeded  on] y  on  common 
Report  and  the  Intimations  given  us  of 
fuch  a  Defign  in  a  Court-F afnphlet ^  pub- 
Hfh'd  lail  Summer;  as  well  as  in  the 
Speech  of  a  certain  honourable  Gentleman 
in  the  H.ufe  of  Commons.  I  thought  fuch  Hints, 
foengthen'd  by  the  general  Difcourle  of  the  Town, 
were  fuificient  to  juftify  an  Enquiiy  into  this  Method  of 
taxation  j  which  I  apprehended,  and  do  itill  apprehend. 
Vol.    X.  T  to 
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.  to  be  of  the  moft  dangerous  Confequence  to  the  In-= 
tereft  q{ Trade,  as  well'  as  the  Liberties  of  the  whole 
Nation. 

I  was  however  in  Hopes  that  the  honour  able  Gentle- 
man would  have  been  induced  to  drop  his  Defign,  upon 
mature  Deliberation ;  and  therefore  I  fpoke  with  fome 
Diffidence,  concerning  the  Execution  of  it.  But  the 
Seafonablenefs  of  fuch  an  Enquiry  at  the  very  Jundlure, 
when  I  commenced  it,  hath  been  amply  evinced  by  the 
Courfe  of  the  Debate,  and  other  Circumftances  of  the 
ftrongeil  Nature  ;  for  it  is  very  remarkable  that  none  of 
the  mini/lerial  Writers  have  dared  to  difown  the  Ex- 
igence oifuch  a  ProjeSi,  in  plain  Terms,  though  They 
have  fpared  no  Pains  to  puriuade  us  that  We  need  not 
be  under  any  Apprehenfions  about  it.  But  the  vigorous 
Kefolutions  of  the  Merchants  of  London,  and  other  great 
trading  Towns  in  England,  are  fufficient  to  convince  every 
reafonable  Man  that  the  Defign  Hill  fubfifts.  Such  wife 
find  cautious  Societies  are  not  apt  to  take  Alarms  without 
ibme  Grounds ;  nor  can  any  Minijier,  of  common  Senfe, 
be  pleafed  to  fee  the  Metropolis  of  the  Kingdom,  as  well 
as  the  Nation  in  general,  inflamed  to  fuch  a  Degree  ; 
and  therefore  We  have  the  ftrongeft  Prefumption  to  be- 
lieve that  our  frefent  ProjeSfor  would  immediately  en- 
deavour to  affuage  thefe  Heats  amongft  fo  powerful  and 
wealthy  a  Body  of  Men,  by  giving  Them  fome  Affurances 
that  He  had  no  fuch  Defign,  or  had  laid  it  afide,  if 
That  Vv'ere  really  the  Cafe.  Inftead  of  This,  He  hath 
confirm'd  their  Appreheniions,  and  furnilhM  Them 
with  frefh  Reafons  for  invigorating  their  Proceedings, 
not  only  by  withholding  any  fuch  Affurances  himfelfj 
but  by  fuffering  his  Advocates  to  exert  all  their  little 
Abilities,  in  Favour  of  Excifes. 

They  have  been  fo  modeit,  indeed,  as  to  mince  the 
Matter,  by  declining  the  Word  itfelf,  as  much  as  poffibic, 
and  giving  \}[\t\v  Scheme  the  fofter  Name  of  an  Alteration 
in  the  Manner  of  collecting  the  pub  Lick  Revenues',  but 
^jv'/hen  They  have  been  call'd  upon  to  explain  their 

Meaning, 
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]VIeaning,  They  have  been  either  ftruck  dumb,  or 
obliged  to  confefs  that  it  amounted  to  the  fame  T/ping  ; 
and  whatever  Opinion  tbe/e  Gentlemen  may  have  of 
their  own  Addrefs,  the  People  of  England  are  not  yet 
become  fuch  Bubbles,  as  to  be  decoy 'd  into  a  Snare, 
with  their  Eyes  broad  open,  under  the  moft  plaulible 
Pretence  of  Eafe  and  Advantage. 

I  forefaw  very  plainly,  at  my  firft  fetting  out,  that 
I  fliould  be  annoy 'd  in  my  Journey  by  a  Mob  of  Bil- 
lingjgate  Scribblers^  who  are  always  ready  to  throw  Dirt, 
when  They  can  do  nothing  elfe  ;  but  I  made  my  Way- 
through  Them  with  great  Contempt,  and  could  not 
help  fmiling  at  their  impotent  Fury,  as  I  pafs'd  along. 

I  was,  indeed,  fomewhat  furprized  not  to  find  either 
Mr.  Oi borne,  or  Mr.  ^/^<7^??^l'/7;;?,  amongft  the  Num- 
ber of  my  Adverfaries ;  but  Unce  They  have  thought 
fit  to  decline  the  Conteft,  ( though  the  latter  hath  done 
it,  with  a  very  extraordinary  Air )  I  will  not  be  ib 
ungenerous  as  to  infult  Them  with  any  farther  Remarks 
on  their  former  Writings,  or  their  prefent  Silence  on 
this  Head. 

The  Advocates  for  Excifes  having  cliofen  to  make 
their  chief  Affault  in  the  Daily  Courant,  I  fhall  now 
confider  the  mofl  material  of  their  Arguments,  according 
to  my  late  Fromife,  without  concealing,  or  willingly 
evading  the  Force  of  them,  in  any  one  Particular. 

There  are feverallF'riters,  v/ho  have  appear'd  againft 
Me  in  tbis  Paper  ;  or,  at  leaft,  have  diiiinguiln'd  Them- 

felves  by  different  Names. The  Reader  will  now 

excufe  Me,  if  I  Hop  a  Moment,  and  take  Ibme  fmall 
Notice  of  Them,  before  I  proceed  to  the  Subilance  of 
the  Argument. 

One  of  Them  figns  himCelf  Mean^vellf  and  feems  to 
be  fuch  an  harmlefs  *  G^^^Sort  of  a  Man,  though  a  little 
telly,  that  it  would  be  cruel  to  ruffle  his  Difpolition 
with  any  farther  Remark. 

*  Suj>^ojy  to  he  the  late  Mr,  Goode. 

T  3  Another 


aio        APPENDIX. 

Another  is  pleafed  to  fubfcribe  his  Lucubrations  with 
the  Name  of  *  J.  Englijh  ;  though,  by  his  blundering 
Concefiions,  I  ihould  take  Him  to  be  of  a  neighbouring 
Kingdom  i  for  He  very  frankly  and  fillily  admits,  that 
if  a  general  Excife  was  to  be  laid,  and  levied  by  arbitrary 
<2;?^  infolent  Excifemen,  fupported  by  a  ftanding  Army  ; 
if  the  Repofe  of  Families  was  to  be  'difturh'd  at  all  Hours 
of  the  Night,  ajid  the  Officers  quarter'' d  upon  the 
Traders ;  there  would  be  Foundation  enough  for  Com- 
plaint.   This  Man,  I  fay,  cannot  furely  have  lived 

long  in  England',  or  He  mufthave  an  Head  very  oddly 
^turn'd,  to  make  fuch  an  Acknowledgment,  in  the  pre- 
fent  Argument  ;  fmce  This  is  tlie  very  Cafe  oi  Exafei  ; 
This  is  the  Thing,  which  gives  us  fo  much  Alarm  ;  and 
lays  the  Traders  under  fuch  terrible  Apprehenfions. 

As  Car  us  IS  only  an  hard  Latin  Word  for  dear  foy,  I 
am  inclined  to  believe  that  this  W-riter  is  the  fame  with 
the  Gentkfnan  before- mention'd,  under  another  Name; 
for  both  his  Style  and  his  Manner  of  Reafoning  ieem  to 
have  a  good  deal  of  the  fame  Hibernian  Call. 

He  undertake?,  in  the  firft  Place,  f  to  unravel  all 
thofe  Knots  ^;/i5^  Perplexities,  which  Caleb  hath  for  ma?iy 
Weeks  together  been  knitting,  with  indefatigable  Toil.  -— 
But  how  does  He  unravel  theje  Knots  ?  Why,  juft  in 
the  old  Alexandrine  V/ay  ;  He  cuts  them  afunder.  He 
iirfl  lays  it  down  as  a  Maxim,  that  a  Parliame^it  cannot 
be  influenced,  or  corrupted  ;  and  then  concludes  that  no 
Taxes  can  be  grievous,  or  unjuft,  which  are  impofed  on 
the  People,  with  the  Conient  of  their  own  B-eprefen- 
tatives ;  for  which  Reafon  He  tells  us,  in  another  Paper, 
%  that  raifing  Money  ought  to  be  /poke  of  no  where,  before 
it  is  mention'' d  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  j  andifThQy 
acquiefce  in  any  Propofals  of  that  Kind,  there  remain  none 
elje,  to  whom  the  Propofers  are  to  account, 

*  See  the  Courrant,  05i.   28. 
^  Courant,  Dec.    12. 
X  Courant,  Dec,   19. 

In 
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In  the  fame  Paper,  he  is  pleafed  to  acquaint  us,  that 
the  Advocates  of  the  prefent  Miniftry  do  not  ^ritefor 
aSubfiflence.  I  am  glad  to  hear  it  with  all  my  Heart ; 
for  if  That  were  the  Cafe,  I  am  afraid  They  would  foon 
come  to  want  Bread  ;  at  leaft,  under  any  other  Patrons. 
But  every  Body  knows  thefe  Writers  to  be  Gentlemen 
Qt^ dijlinguijh'' d  Birth,  Fortune  and  Education^  who  enter 
Volunteers  in  the  Service,  and  fcorn  to  be  concerned  in 
the  Property  of  a  News-Paper  ;  or  to  receive  weekly- 
Wages  from  a  Printer  ;  or  quarterly  Penfions  from  the 

*lr y.     It  feems,    indeed,    a  litde   difhonourable, 

and  far  beneath  Perfons  of  fuch  an  elevated  P^ank,  to 
twit  poor  Fog  and  U'Anvers  in  the  Teeth  with  their  in- 
ferior Circu??iftances,  and  fet  Them  forth  to  the  World 
as  a  Couple  of  Parijh- Authors,  who  write  Libels  for 
Bread,  and  are  of  no  other  Importance  than  what  de- 
pends on  ^h&  ^-^^oiikitix^wo-penny  Journals.  This 
alas !  is  too  true ;  for  neither  Fog  nor  I  have  given  Our- 
felves  any  big  Airs,  -a.^  private  Men  ;  but  have  often  ac- 
knowledged Ourfelves  the  Servants  of  the  Pub  lick,  and 
never  pretended '  to  any  Regard  from  it,  but  what  re- 
fulted  from  the  Force  of  our  Arguments,  and  the  Weight 
of  the  Matter  in  Hand.  It  is  therefore  cruel  to  the  laft 
Degree,  to  take  fuch  Advantages  againll  us,  and  reproach 
us  Vvith  our  low  Condition  -,  eipecially  fince  We  have 
no  Opportunity  of  retorting  any  Part  of  the  Charge  upon 
our  Adverjaries,  —  They  are  Gentlemen  of  eminent  Di^ 
fiinBion,  as  well  as  Abilities,  who  cannot  be  fufpected  of 
writing  from  any  mercenary,  or  fordid  Motives^  — — . 
This,  I  fay,  is  an  hard  Cafe  upon  Us ;  but  Fog  and  I 
muft  bear  it  as  well  as  We  can. 

In  the  very  *  next  Paper,  he  is  flill  more  unmercifully 
fevere  upon  us.  He  calls  us  fallen  Angels,  i?npertinent 
little  Fellozvs,  Catilines,j  acobites,  T^raitors,  Firebrands  of 
Dljcord,  Trumpeters  of  Sedition,  Revilers  of  Power,  and 
Ca?iker-Worm5  in  the  ve?y  Heart  of  the  Conftitution  itfe-lf* 

*  Courant,  December  20th. 

T  3  vs^ix\ 
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with  Other  polite  Appellations  of  the  fame  Kind,  which 
he  accumulates  one  upon  another,  till  he  hath  quite  run 
himfelf  out  of  Breath.  Nay,  he  even  endeavours  to 
rob  us  of  that^i?(?r  Subjlftence^  for  which  We  are  obliged 
to.  zvriteLibeh,  by  ftriking  at  the  Craft  itfelf ;  for  look- 
ing upon  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs  as  a  moji  invaluable 
BkJJiTig,  and  what  ought  ever  to  be  preferved^  he  thinks 
it  abfolutely  necelTary  to  Clog  it  with  an  Excife  upon 
all  feditious  Journalsy  News-Papers  and  Pamphlets.  — 
Alas  I  God  knows,  the  Prefs  is  already  clogg'd  with  a 
double  Excife  ;  for  We  not  only  pay  a  Duty  upon  Pa- 
per, but  another  very  heavy  one  for  Stamps  ;  by  the  lafi 
of  which  We  are  prohibited,  under  fevcre  Penalties, 
from  difpofmg  of  any  of  our  Commodities,  without  an 
Imprimatur  from  the  Comfniffi oners  of  the  Stamp-Office, 
who  are  properly  our  Licenfers^  as  w-ell  as  Judges  m 
this  Cafe  ;  and  owe  Two-penny  Journals, zre.  reduced  to 
the  narrow  Compafs  of  half  a  Sheet ;  fo  that  We  are 
obliged  to  fight,  as  Mijl  once  complainM,  like  Wid- 
drington  on  our  Stumps.  Thus,  we  fee,  the  Govern- 
ment hath  already  7nade  itfelf  a  Gainer  by  Sedition,  ac- 
cording to  this  Scheme,  and  extraSied  fome  Benefit  even 
frotn  DifafFeftion  itfelf  I  muft  likewife  put  the  il- 
luftrious  Carus  in  Mind  that  this  excellent  Regulation 
of  the  Prefs  w^as  projedled  by  his  honourable  Patron,  ■ 
with  the  fame  honeft  Defign,  which  He  mentions  of 
putting  a  Clog  upon  it.  But  it  is  not  at  all  furprizing 
that  thef  Gentlemen  fhould  be  ignorant  thatthe  Prefs 
is  already  put  under  the  Clog  of  an  Excife,  fince  their 
Works  are  happily  exempted  from  it,  and  They  have  the 
Pleafure  to  lee  them  publiih'd  and  hawk'd  about  the 
Country,  unftampt  and  Duty-free,  by  Minifters  and 
Officers  of  State. 

This  Frojedl,  for  loading  the  Prefs  with  a  new  Clog, 
is  fo  much  of  a  Piece  with  a  *  late  worthy  Attempt  to 

revive 

*    See  the  Dodlriae  of  Libels  difcufs'd  and  exa- 
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revive  the  Praflice  of  the  Star-Chamher  againft  Libel- 
lersy  that  it  is  very  natural  to  think  they  came  from  the 
fame  excellent  Hand  ;  and  a?  I  am  told  that  the  reputed 
Author  is  now  embarked  for  the  Weft  Indies,  to  take 
PofTeffion  of  a  *  Place,  which  he  hath  fo  well  defervedof 
this  Nation,  I  fappofe  he  defign'd  the  frefent  Scheme  as 

his  far  ewe  I  Gift,  or  laft  Legacy  t4  the  Pub  lick I 

heartily  wiih  Him  a  good  Voyage ;  and  cannot  help 
condoling  with  his  Patron,  on  the  Lofs  o^  fo  valuable 
an  Advocate ;  but  he  hath  the  Pleafure  to  refleft  that 
although  the  publick  Service  of  our  fouthern  Colo7iies 
made  it  neceffary  to  ihip  oiF  one  eminent  Lawyer ;  ano- 
ther hath  been  lately  imported  from  our  northern  Co- 
lonies, who  will  be  flillyable,  I  hope,  to  fupplyhis  Place, 

I  now  come  to  the  anonymous  Writer  in  the  fame 
Paper  J  who  follow'd  me  dole  at  the  Heels  every  Satur- 
day, and  enter'd  into  a  more  particular  Examination  of 
the  Argument  againft  Excifes.  Tiois  Gentleman  pre- 
tends to  reafon,  as  well  as  rail  5  and  therefore  deferves  a 
little  more  Regard  than  his  Brother  Writers  ;  though  I 
will  undertake  to  prove,  before  I  have  done,  that  he 
hath  not  been  able  to  take  off  the  Force  of  any  one 
material  Objeftion  againll  Excifes. 

I  think  it  hath  been  fully  proved,  in  my  Argument, 
that  the  Collection  of  Subfidies,  or  Taxes,  by  Officers  of 
the  Cuftoms,  is  more  for  the  Eafe  of  the  People  than  by 
Officers  of  Excife.  By  one^  the  Trader  is  intirely  Mafter 
of  his  Goods  from  the  Moment  he  hath  landed  them 
and  'paid  the  Cuftoms ;  whereas  by  the  other,  though 
he  hath  paid  the  Excife,  an  Officer  is  at  flill  Liberty 
to  come  into  his  Houfe,  or  Warehoufe,  at  all  Hours» 

It  hath  not  been  deny'd,  it  cannot  be  deny*d,  that 
Excifes  put  the  Trader  under  a  new  Set  of  Laws,  un- 
known to  our  antient  Conftitution,  and  deprive  Him 
of  that  meftimable  Privilege,  to  which  he  is  fo  juftly 
intitled  by  Magna  Charta,  and  of  which  he"  ought  to 
be  inflexibly  tenacious  ;   a  Trial  by  furies. 


'-^^'^-liTT'l-  inirr.iw-j-^^— fli^ifli 


*  Attorney-General  cf  jd.md,iQ^, 

It 
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It  is  therefore  very  candid  in  the  *  Letter-writer, 
fo  readily  to  acknowledge  all  the  fine  ^ings  I  have  f aid 
of  this  invaluable  Bulwark  of  the  Britifh  Liberty  to  be 
true  ;  and  if  it  hath  been  found  by  frequent  Experience 
to  be  equally  true,  as  He  afferts,  that  this  Method  of 
Trial  is,  in  many  Injiances,  liable  to  Exceptions,  He  will 
not  furely  contend  that  This  is  a  Reafon  for  taking  it 
away,  when  He  hath  admitted  thai  it  fcreens  the  Small 
from  the  OppreJJion  of  the  Great,  and  the  Subjeft  from 
the  unjufi  Refentment  of  the  Prince,  or  the  Violence  of 

his  Minillers. But   by  whom  are  thefe  Objedlions 

to  fuch  Trials  ilarted  ?  Why  by  One,  who  pleads  open- 
ly for  granting  new  Powers  to  the  Prince,  or  his  Mi- 
tiijier  ;  and  therefore  may  be  juftly  fufpefted  of  being 
more  in  the  Intereft  of  the  Crown  than  the  People.  I 
have  read  Volumes  upon  Volumes,  in  Behalf  of  this 
glorious  Privilege ;  but  the  Lett er-ivr iter  is  the  firft 
Author  within  theCompafs  of  my  Reading,  who  hath 
profefiedly  employ'd  his  Pen  to  depreciate  it.  Nay,  I 
believe  I  may  venture  to  defy  Him,  or  his  Patron,  to 
produce  one  Treatife  on  the  Englijh  Conjiitution,  in 
which  this  Method  of  Trial  is  not  highly  extolPd,  as  the 
great  Security  and  Excellence  of  it,  without  any  parti- 
cular Exceptions.  This  is  that  f acred  Mound,  which 
was  railed  by  our  Ancellors  to  fecure  the  Liberty  and 
Property  of  every  Briton,  in  his  private  Capacity,  againll 
the  Invalions  of  tyrannical  Governors  ',  as  Parliaments 
were  inilituted  to  guard  our  puhlick  Liberties,  confi- 
der'd  as  a  Society,  or  aggregate  Body.  By  one.  We  can- 
not be  legally  punifh'd,  either  in  our  Perjons,  or  our 
Pockets,  without  a  fair  Trial,  and  the  Verdi£l  of  our 
Countrymen.  By  the  other.  We  are  not  obliged  to  pay 
any  Taxes  but  fuch  as  are  authorized  by  the  Sandlion 
of  our  own  Deputies  j  and  in  both  Thefe  together  con- 
iifts  the  very  Eflence  of  our  Conftitution,  as  a  free 
People. 

I  am 

*  Couran^  November  ii. 
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I  am  ready  to  grant  that  there  are  fome  Laws  now  in 
Force,  befides  Thofe  relating  to  the  Excifes,  which  im- 
power  Tliofe,  zuho  have  the  Ad7niniji ration  of  Jujiice 
delegated  to  Them,  to  proceed  againjl  various  Kinds  of 
Offenders  in  a  fummary  Way,  without  a  Trial  by  Ju- 
ries. — —  But  to  what  Cafes  do  thefe  Laws  extend  ? 
Only  to  luch  as  relate  to  Vagabonds,  Hedge-fteakrs  and 
other  diforderly  Perfons,  who  are  known  to  live  by  pil- 
fering, or  can  give  no  Account  of  Themfelves.  Nay, 
even  Thefe  have  the  Liberty,  in  moll  Cafes,  of  appeal- 
ing to  a  ^iarter  Sejfon  ;  or,  if  They  will  not  abide  the 
Judgment  there,  to  remove  .the  Caufe  by  Certiorari  to 
JVeJiminfe?'-HaIl',  but  is  this  Cafe  in  any  Degree  pa- 
rallel to  the  Po\ver  and  Proceedings  of  the  Co'/nmift- 
cners  of  Excije  ;  from  whence  there  is  no  Appeal  but  to 
inferior  Commijji oners,  not  only  eoualjy  'dependent  on 
the  Crown,  or  Minijfer,  but  even  too  much  under  the 
Influence  and  Direction  of  the  other  fuperior  Commijf- 
oners  f  Befldes,  the  Fines,  which  Juftices  of  the  Peace 
are  allowed  to  \(tvy,  are  generally  io  fmall  and  trifling, 
that  they  hardly  deferve  mentioning,  and  for  Cri?nes  of 
a  very  different  Nature  from  Thofe  at  prefent  in  Dil- 
pute;  whereas  the  CommiJJioners  of  Excife  have  a  Power 
of  fining  Men  to  fuch  a  Degree,  even  for  petty  Offen- 
ces, as  may  prove  their  Pvuin. 

Hov/  ridiculous  therefore  is  this  Manner  of  Reaibn- 
ing,  when  the  Letter-writer  could  not  be  ignorant  that 
the  Powers,  delegated  to  Jujiices  of  the  Peace,  are,  in 
almoil  every  Inftance,  fubjeft  to  the  Cognizance  and 
Controul  of  the  Courts  in  Wefminfter  j  if  the  Parties 
condemn'd  think  Themfelves  aggrieved,  and  are  ad- 
viied  to  apply  therefor  Relief? 

In  is  true,  indeed,  that  the  Parliament  hath  thought 
fit,  in  many  Cafes,  to  give  thefe  Gentlemen  larger  Pow- 
ers, within  an  hundred  Years  pafl,  than  They  ever  had 
before  ;  which  it  is  not  my  Bufmefs  to  condemn  ;  tho' 
I  have  heard  "a  Gentlejnan  of  the  Law  obferve,  that  it  was 
giving  up  our  Conftitution  bf  Piece-meal.   But  I  think  the 

Grant 
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Gv^xito^  fuch  extraordinary  Pozvers  Qzrmot  be  cenfured 
in  flronger  Terms  than  the  Letter-writer  himfelf  hath 
done  ;  when  He  fays,  with  a  very  unbecommg  Sneer, 
that  if  this  great  Jewel  of  Liberty  hath  ke?i  eftabUJj/d 
and  confirmed  by  the  legifiative  Power  near  three/core 
Times  fince  the  Norman  Coiiqueft,  as  I  had  obferved,  // 
may  with  equal  Truth  be  affirm  d,  that  the  fame  Power 
hathy  within  little  more  than  a  Century  only,  thought 
jit  to  difpefife  with  it  above  three  Times  as  often. 

He  is  then  pleafed  to  appeal  to  Me,  from  my  own 
Experience,  whether  the  Rights  and  Freedoms  of  the 
Peopky  with  Regard  to  their  Perfbns  a}id  their  Proper- 
ties, were  ever  fo  extenfive,  or  fo  well  guarded,  or 
p'OtcSfedy  againft  an')  hicroachme'nts  from  the  Crown  /;/ 
any  Age,  fince  the  firft  Foundation  of  the  Sritifh  Monar- 
chy, as  they  are  2.K.  prefent. 

I  really  wifli  the  Gentleman  had  not  appeal'd  to  Me, 

■upon  this  Occaiion ;  for  I  am  forry  to  fay  that  I  cannot 

give  Him   any  Anfwer  to  his  Satisfaction  ;    though  I 

think  myfelf  very  cool,  very  difpajjionate,  and  far  from 

falling  into  any  Convulfions, 

He  could  not  furely  be  unacquainted  with  my  Opi- 
nion, concerning  the  Powers  alTumed  by  Secretaries  and 
MeJJengers  of  States  as  w^ell  as  t)iQ  Method  of  prof  ecu- 
ting  Writers,  by  Informations  ^z;/</ Special  Ju- 
ries, fruck  by  an  Officer  of  the  Crown  ;  which  I 
have  intimated,  as  plamly  as  I  could  with  Decency  and 
Safety,  to  be  a  little  in  confident  with  Magna  Chart  a 
and  the  common  Privileges  of  Englijhmen.  It  is  fome- 
what  furprizing,  I  fay,  that  the  Letter-writer  fhould  be 
ignorant  of  my  Sentiments  on  thefe  Heads  j  fince  I  have 
already  publilh'd  feveral  Papers  upon  them,  and  have 
fome  more  Hill  behind,  which  the  Publick  may  expeft 
to  fee,  upon  a  proper  Occafion. 

V/e  have  not,  indeed,  lately  had  any  Inftances  of 
cruel  Whippings,  Brandings,  fitting  of  Nofes,  or  cutting 
off  Ears,  for  what  is  commonly  call'd  Libelling  ;  fuch 
Punijhments  being  now  declared  illegal  i    but  as  far  as 

the 
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tlie  prefent  Laws  could  poffibly  extend,  I  do  not  think 
mylelf  obliged  to  acknowledge  any  Favour',  and  when 
I  review  the  State  TraSis  of  former  Reigns,  compared 
with  Thofe  of  late  Years,  I  am  furprized  at  the  noble 
Boldnefs  of  my  Countrymen,  in  attacking  theMeafures 
of  Minifters,  and  even  the  perfonal  Charadters  and  Con- 
du6l  of  the  Prince,  or  the  irnmediate  Buccejfor  to  the 
throne,  at  a  Time,  when  there  was  no  Freedom  of  the 
Prefs,  and  before  the  Liberties  of  the  People  were  efta- 
blifh'd  by  any  Bill  of  Rights,  ox  Limitations  from  the 
Crown. 

I  thought  thus  much  necefTary,  by  Way  of  Digrelli- 
on,  to  fhew  the  Letter-writer"* s  Want  of  Judgment,  in 

appealing  to  Me,  upon  this  Occafion. Let  us  now 

-proceed  to  fome  other  Parts  of  the  fame  Paper. 

It   is  true,  that  the  ancient  Laws  o'i  this  Kingdom 
have  always  had  a  particular  Regard  for  the  Revenues  of 
the  Crozvn,  and  allow'd  fliorter  Methods  of  Proceeding 
than  private  Pe?fons  are  permitted  to  take  with  their 
Debtors.      '-  ur  wife  Anceftors  were  induced   to  make 
-  this  Diftin(5lion  in  the  Laws,  becaufe  They  elieem'd  the 
Revenues  of  the  Crown  to  be  fet  apart  for  the  general 
Benefit,   Security  and  Proteftion  of  the  whole  People. 
They  look'd  on  the  Prince  as  their  common  Father  j  to 
whom,  they  might  always  fly  for  Redrefs  from  Injuftice 
and  OpprelTion.  Itwasconllantly  underllood  by  Them, 
that  the  Revenues  of  the  Crozvn  were  in  their  own  Na- 
ture appropriated  to  the  publick  Service,  and  could  not 
without  Violence  be   diverted,  or  anticipated  to  any 
other  Purpofes  j  nor,  indeed,  was  it  ever  pretended  by 
the  Courtiers,  till   the  Acceffion  of  King  Ja7nes  the 
firjl,  that  thefe  Revenues  were  a  private  Patrimon'j,  and 
defign'd  only  for  domejiick  Ufes,  or  to  be  difpofed'  of  at 
the  Pleafure  of  the  Prince.     But   though   the  Crown  is 
not  obliged  to   go  through   all   the  ordinary  Forms  and 
ProceJJes  of  Law  i  yet  certainly  it  is  not  at  Liberty  to  aft 
contrary  to  Law  ;  nor  can  the  King,   any  more  than-  a 
Suije^,  {dzQ  on  any  Man's  Ellate,  whether  the  Debt 
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arife  by  Bond  or  otherwife,  till  a  Jury  of  twelve  Men, 
legally  impaRnel'd,  have  found,  by  Proof  on  Oath,  that 
the  Debt  is  really  due  to  the  Crown,  and  in  what  Sum. 
Nay,  even  after  This,  the  Perfon  hath  a  Remedy,  if 
He  thinks  himfelf  aggrieved,  by  bringing  his  Bill,  or 
A6lion,  againft  the  Crown  ;  and  many  Inftances  may 
be  produced  of  Cafes,  where  thefe  Demands  have  not 
been  allow'd  in  Weft minfter -Hall. 

If  This  is  the  true  State  of  the  Cafe,  I  was  not  niifm- 
fbrm'd,  •when  I  faid  that  in  all  other  Cafes ^  except  the 
Excife,  the  Vifpute  between  the  Crown  and  the  Subjeft 
is  left  to  the  Determination  -  of  a  fur'^.  The  Letter- 
writer  is  Himfelf  mifmform'd,  when  He  fays  that  it  is 
foi-  otherwife 'i  and  He  might  have  fpared  Himlelf  the 
Trouble  of  that  f  ne-fpun  Comment  on  the  Genius  of 
the  Laws  ef  England,  as  He  terms  it,  which  hath  al~ 
wasjs  watch'' d  with  peculiar  and  diftinguijking  Marks  of 
Care  and  Faz'sur  oz'er  the  royal  Revenues  ;  for  though 
it  may  be  true,  that  it  would  be  neither  decent  nor  pru- 
dent for  the  Sovereign  Povv  er,  wherever  it  is  lodged,  to 
have  its  Attention  taken  off  from  the  Concerns  of  the  ' 
Publick,  by  perpetual  Contefs  and  Embarrafs?nents  with 
its  own  Subje^s ;  That  is,  according  to  my  former  Ob- 
fervation,  when  the  Prince  is  confider'd  in  his  pub  lick 
Capacity,  as  the  Ad?niniftrator  of  Government  >  yet  I 
can  fee  no  Reaibn  why  He  ihould  be  exempted,  in  his 
private  Charade}',  from  the  lame  *  dilatory  and  expen- 
fve  Methods,  which  are  prefcribed  by  the  Rules  c/'Well- 
miniler-Hall,  in  the  ordinary  Suits  betzveen  Subjedl  and 
Subjedl. 

1  his  Difcrimination  cannot  be  thought  unreafonable, 
when  it  is  conlider'd  that  the  Legifature  itlelf  thought 
fit,  at  the  Revolution,  to  make  the  fame  Diilindion 
between  the  publick  Reve?iues  of  the  Nation,  and  the 
private  Expences  of  the  Prince,  by  appropriating  a  par- 
ticular Sum,  under  the  Name  of  the  Civil  Lift,   which 

hath 

*  Courant,  AW.  25, 
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hath  fince  been  very  amply  increafed,  for  the  A'lain- 
tainance  of  the  royal  Houjhold,  and  the  Support  of  the 
Honour  and  Dignity  of  the  Crown. 

I  have  dwelt  the  longer  upon  this  Head,  becaule 
the  Letter-Writer  hath  made  it  the  Subjecft  of  two 
whole  Papers,  and  talk'd  id{ Prerogative  in  a  much 
higher  Strain  than  I  think  becomes  a  good  Englijhman^ 
lince  that  memorable  iEra,  when  our  Liberties  re- 
ceived a  new  Confirmation  ;  but  as  Mr.  *  Osborne  hath 
thought  fit  to  recommend  the  Growth  of  Prerogative  to 
my  Care,  I  Ihall  take  a  proper  Opportunity  of  examin- 
ing that  Affair,  and  fetting  it  in  as  clear  a  Light  as  I 
am  able. 

The  Letter -Writer  charges  me  with  being  as  much 
miftaken  in  my  next  Affertion  ;  where  I  affirm,  that  itt 
all  Difputes  betweeen  the  Crown  and  the  Subjeft,  in 
Cafes  relating  to  the  Cuftoms,  the  Merits  of  the  Caiife 
&re  left  to  the  Decijion  of  the  Law,  according  to  ancient 
Ufage,  in  the  ordinary  Courts  of  Jullice.  Novj  it  un- 
fortunately happens,  fays  He,  thM  the  Faff  is  quite 
■otherwife  ;  and  to  prove  This,  He  inftances  the  Statute 
cf  the  6th  Tear  of  the  late  King,  empowering  Jullices  of 
the  Peace  to  condemn  run,  uncuilom'd  Goods  in  the 
fame  fummary  Way,  without  the  Concurrence  of  a  Jury. 
He  then  exults  in  the  following  Strain.  /  could  wijh, 
indeed,  that  unlucky  Law  had  been  repeaPd,  before 
the  Gentleman  had  engaged  his  Pen  in  the  prefent  En- 
quiry I  be^aufe,  if  not  the  Conftitution,  yet  at  lea/l  all 
his  fine,  elaborate  Arguments  have  beenfubverted  by  it ; 
and  all  the  ingenious  Objections,  that  He  hath  raifed 
againfi  Excifes,  will,  whilfi  that  Afl  continues  in  Force^ 
be  equally  ftrong  againfi  Cuftoms,  and  in  fome  Refpek 
or  other  affect  every  Branch  of  the  publick  Revenues, 
—-Would  not  any  Body  naturally  conclude  from  hence, 
that  this  AR  was  a  Cuftom-houfe  Law,  and  the  Execu- 
tion of  it  put  under  the  Com.?nifJi oners  of  that  Office  ? 
— 

*  5^^ /^^  London  Journal,  Nov,  i8,  1732. 
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Whereas  it  is  an  Excife  Law,  in  the  ftri^lell  Senfe, 
and  particularly  complained  of  as  fuch  in  *  one  of  my 
former  Papers.  The  Letter-Writer  therefore  might  as 
^vell  have  mentioned  the  famous  Tea-A£i^  or  any  other 
Excife  Law,  as  an  Inftance  that  the  Cuftoms  are  liable 
to  the  fame  Objeftions,  which  I  have  made  againft 
Excifes.  But  This  is  fuch  a  flagrant  Evafion  and  Fal- 
lacy, (to  give  it  the  foftefl  Name)  as  any  fair  Realbner 
would  fcorn  to  make  ufe  of,  and  can  be  calculated 
with  no  other  Defign  than  to  impofe  on  Thofe,  who 
are  unacquainted  with  fuch  Affairs,  or  may  not  give 
themfelves  the  Trouble  of  confulting  ABs  of  Far- 
liam-ent. 

Let  the  Reader  therefore  determine,  whether  the 
Letter-Writer  had  any  Reafon  to  triumph  in  fuch  an 
extraordinary  Manner,  as  if  he  had  clinch'd  the  Argu- 
ment at  once ;  or  rather  whether  he  ought  not  to  be 
alhamed  of  having  Recourfe  to  fo  mean  and  fcandalous 
an  Expedient. 

I  am  however  glad  to  find  it  admitted  by  this  Gen-' 
tleman,  that  a  Tax,  which,  in  our  Conjiitution,    is  no- 
thing more  than  a  voluntary  Contribution  of  the  People, 
to  defra-^  the  Expences  of  the  Government,    ought  to  be 
levied  without  an"^  Circumftances  ^Severity,  or  Rigour, . 

~ And  that  the  Crown,    orPerfons  emph^ed  in  the 

Colledion  of  it,  are  accountable  for  every  Shilling  of  it 

'to  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  People. But  I  can  by 

no  means  agree  with  Him,  that  an  Excife  is  the  readieft^ 
eafieft  and  cheapeji  Method  of  colle^ing  Taxes,  as  well 
for  Tlhofe  that  are  to  pay,  as  Thofe  that  are  to  receive 
thefe  Contributions ;  or  that  the  People  ought  not  to 
puzzle  themfelves  with  idle  and  ufelefs  Enquiries, 
•whether  or  no  the  Method  propofed  is  conformable  to 
the  ancient  Way  of  gatherirtg    the  publick   Revenues: 

* It  certainly  behoves  a  free  People  to  regard   the' 

ancient    Ways,    or    Land-m,arks ;    and    whatever  tJm 

*  See  Page  42. 
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Pj^fiter  may  think,  it  is  far  from  being  ferfeBly  indif- 
ferent to  the  fair  and  generous  Trader,  whether  He  pays 
Excifes,  or  Culloms ;  or  whether  He  is  under  the 
Laws  of  one,  or  the  other  \  for  herein  conlifts  the  Dif- 
ference to  the  'Trader,  confider'd  only  in  that  Capacity  ; 
and  though  fame  Perfons,  who  want  to  increafe  their 
Power,  may  defire  to  have  it  believed  that  an  Excife 
will  affeft  only  a  few  little,  tricking,  clandejlim 
Dealers  ;  there  are  others,  v/ho  can  fhew  that  it  will 
eftablilh  the  iniquitous  Traffick  of  fuch  Men,  and  be 
prejudicial  only  to  the  fair  and  generous  Trader. 

It  is  acknovv'ledged  by  Us,  and  We  have  taken  no 
fmall  Pains  to  prove  it,  that  all  Duties  mull  ultimately 
fall  upon  the  *  Confumer ;  and  therefore  We  argued 
that  an  Excife  upon  itnported  Commodities,  necefTary 
and  convenient  for  Life,  is  really  a  Tax  upon  the 
zvhole  People  i  but  We  obferved,  at  the  fame  Time, 
that  it  is  not  only  a  Badge  of  Slavery  upon  the  Mer- 
chant and  Trader,  who  think  themfelves  Englifhmen- 
and  Freemen,  as  well  as  their  Fellow-Subje<5ls ;  but  is 
likewife  a  Clog  upon  their  Trade,  and  mull  necef- 
farily  reduce  it,  as  well  as  the  Revenues,  by  inhancing 
the  Price  of  Commodities  fo  excifed. 

It  therefore  betrays  the  great  Ignorance,  or  Ibme- 
thing  \vorfe,  of  the  Letter-Writer,  both  in  the  Theory 
and  Pra61ice  oi Trade,  when  He  argues  that  becaufe 
the  Weight  of  all  Taxes  centers  at  laft  upon  the  Con- 
fumer, no  Part  of  the  Burthen  can  poffibly  fall  upon  the 
Dealer.  It  is  reafonable  to  believe,  and  We  know  it  by 
Experience,  that  the  Dealer  always  includes  the  Taxes, 
as  \^'ell  as  other  extraordinary  Charges,  occalion'd  by 
them,  in  the  Price  of  his  Commodities ;  and  therefore 
the  Confmner,  may  be  julliy  faid  to  pay  them,  in  the 
laft  Refort ;  but  will  this  Gentleman  pretend  to  affert 
that  Taxes  bring  no  Burthen,  no  Difficulty,  or  Lois 
upon  the  Trader,    by  taking  the  Money   immediately 

*  Bee  Page-^^. 
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out  of  his  Pocket,  which  He  could  otherwife  employ 
to  great  Advantage,  and  giving  a  Check  to  the  Circu- 
lation of  his  Tirade  ?  It  is  the  Plenty,  or  Scarcity  of 
any  Commodity,  ih  Proportion  to  its  Fent  and  De- 
mand, which  muft  always  rule  in  thefe  Cafes,  and 
by  which  the  Trader  will  make  more  or  Ids  Profit 
in  his  Dealings.  Jll  Things,  fays  Mr.  Locke,  that  are 
bought  and  fold,  raife  and  fall  their  Price,  as  there  are 
more  Buyers,  or  Sellers.  Where  there  are  a  great  many 
Sellers  to  a  few  Buyers ;  there,  life  what  Art  you  will, 
the  Thing  to  be  fold  will  be  cheap.'  On  the  other  Side, 
turn  the  Tables,  and  raife  up  a  great  many  Buyers 
for  a  few  Sellers,  and  the  lame  Thing  will  immediately 
grow  dear — The  Truth  of  this  Obfervation  is  demon- 
llrated  by  Experience,  in  almoft  all  our  Duties  upon 
Commodities  in  general,  and  fully  expofes  the  Absur- 
dity of  the  Letter-Writer''^  general  Argument,  that 
•whatever  temporary  Inco7ivcniency  the  Dealer  may 
fuftain,  either  by  the  Duty  itfelf,  or  by  the  Method  of 
coUefting  //,  the  Confumer  bears  the  Burthen  of  it  all 
at  lafi  ',  and  that  an  Excife  is  fofar  from  carrying  that 
Terror  afid  Air  ^arbitrary  Power  along  with  it,  that 
9n  the  contrary  it  is,  in  a  thoufand  Inflames,  undeniably 
true  that  the  Trader  reaps  confiderable  Advantages 
from  it,  and  knows  how  to  levy  the  Duty  upon  his 
Cuftomers  with  much  greater  Severity  than  the  Of- 
ficer levies  it  upon  Him,  and  laughs  in  his  Sleeve,  no 
doubt,  to  fi?id  Himfelf  mentiorHd,  upon  this  Account,  in 
Terms  of  fo  much  Pity  and  Co?nmijeration. 

This  is  a  moft  extraordinary  Way  of  Realbning, 
and  would  equally  ferve  to  juilify  the  Impofition  of 
any  Taxes  on  Trade,  no  matter  how  high,  or  in  what 
manner  collefted.  But  whatever  this  Writer,  or  his 
Patron,  may  think,  fuch  Methods  of  Proceeding,  by 
laying  grievous  Impofitions  on  Trade,  have  already 
deprived  us  of  fome  valuable  Branches  of  it.  They 
have  been  a  great  Difcouragement  to  others ;  and,  if 
purfued  much  farther,    will  be  attended  with  fuch  a 
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Diminution  of  our  Importations  (the  neceflary  Confe- 
quence  of  leffening  oxxx  Export ations )  as  to  occafion  not 
only  a  great  Decreafe  of  the  publick  Revenues,  but 
Want  of  Employment  for  confiderable  Numbers  of  our 
Traders f  MajwfaBurers  and  Artificers,  as  well  as  for 
our  Ships  and  our  Seamen. 

1^  therefore  it  were  really  true,  that  the  Confumer 
bore  the  whole  Burthen  of  all  Taxes  laid  upon  Com- 
modities, whether  they  are  collefted  at  the  Excife- 
Office,  or  the  Cujiom-Houfe ;  yet  furely  his  Eafe  and 
Benefit,  in  the  Manner  of  paying  them,  is  not  the 
only  Point  to  be  confulted,  without  having  any  Regard 
to  the  Trader  ;  though  the  Buyer  may  pay  Him  back 
every  Farthing  of  the  Money,  which  He  originally 
disburfed  for  the  Duty,  with  a  confiderable  Premium, 
as  it  is  alledged,  for  prompt  Payment.  This  feems  to 
be  a  very  odd  Doftrine,  in  a  trading  Nation,  and 
muft  no  doubt  be  highly  agreeable  to  the  mercantile 
Part  of  it. 

On  the  contrary.  We  lay  it  down  as  a  Maxim, 
eternally  true,  that  the  greateft  Regard  ought  to  be 
paid  to  Merchants,  who  are  the  Springs  and  Life  of 
all  om  foreign  and  domeflick  Trade,  by  the  Stocks  They 
employ  in  it ;  and  that  all  Difcouragements,  which 
are  laid  upon  Thefn,  are  fo  many  Difcouragements  to 
the  Trade  of  the  Nation  in  general. 

But  even  a  total  Converlion  of  the  Cufiojns  into 
Excifes  -would  be  fo  far  from  being  of  any  Eafe  or 
Benefit  to  the  Confumer,  (fuppofmg  his  Intereft  only  is 
to  be  conlider'd)  that  it  would  have  a  quite  contrary 
EfFedl.  It  cannot  be  any  Eafe  to  the  Co?fumer,  to  lie 
under  the  Neceflity  of  having  a  Permit  for  any  Quan- 
tity of  Goods,  which  He  may  have  Occafion  to  buy 
at  one  Time,  beyond  the  ^antityfix^d  by  A5i  of  Par - 
liafnent ;  or  to  have  his  Houfe  liable  to  the  Infpedlion 
of  Excife  Officers  at  all  Hours,  if  He  fhould  purchafe 
more  than  fuch  ^antity.  Nor  can  it  be  any  Benefit, 
Xo  pay   dearer  than  otherwife  for  what  He  may  con- 
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fume,  and  run  the  Hazard  of  having  his  Goods  feized, 
if  fent  without  z  Permit,  or  not  deliverM  within  the 
^ime  allow'd  by  it. 

If  there  are  feveral  unanfwerable  Objeftions  againft 

Bxcifes,  on  other  Accounts,  (as  undoubtedly  there  are)  it 

can  be  no  fubftantial  Argument  in  their  Favour,  though 

it  could  be^  demonflrated,    as   the  Letter-Writer  afferts, 

that  thofe  Revenues,    which  are  under  the  Care  of  the 

CommiiTioners  of  Excife,  are  under  better  Regulations, 

and  are  colIeSied  with  much  lefs  Expence  than  any  other 

whatever;    or  that  the  whole  Charge   of  paying   and 

tnaintaining    this    Handing   Army   of  Excife'  Officers 

amounts  to  no  more  than  barely  Six-pence  in  the  Round. 

But  it  is  well  known  that  thefe  Revenues  are  not  col- 

lefted  at  lefs  Expence  than  any  others  whatever.    The 

Land-Tax,    for  Inftance,    will  produce  more  Money 

with   lefs  Charge  ofColIeftlon;    and  I  have  been  in- 

form'd,    by  Perfons  converfant  in   thefe  Affairs,  that  a 

Shilling  in  the  Round  will  not  anfwer  *all  the  Expences 

of  colleding  and  better  fecuring  the  Duties  of  Excife. 

However,    it  will  be  Time  enough  for  this  Writer  to 

compliment  the  CommiJJt oners  of  that  Office,  at  the  Coil: 

of  the  C&mmifjioners   of  the  Cufloms,  when  •  his  AfTer- 

tions,    on  this  Head,    fhall  appear  conlirm'd   by  Fa£ls 

laid  before  Thofe,    who  have  a  Right  to  enquire  into 

the  Charges  of  colleding  and  fecuring  all  the  publick 

Revenues. 

I  have  been  pretty  large  in  my  Obfervations  on  this 
Taper,  becaufe  it  contains  the  chief  Subftance  of  his 
Argument ;  which  He  hath  only  fpun  out  in  the  fuc- 
ceeding  ones,  and  endeavoured  to  enforce  with  wordy 
Comments,  of  little  Weight,  when  duly  confider'd. 

In  his  next  Letter  *,  (to  take  them  in  Courfe)  He 
complains  Q)i prevailing  Prejudices  and  pepular  Opinions  j 
and  feems  very  uneafy,  that  I  have  Je cured  the  Attention 
and  obtain'' d  the  Approbation  of  the  Publick,  by  falling  in 

*  Courant,  Nov,  18, 
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With  this  favourite  Humour.  — I  have  taken  fome  curfory 
Notice  of  theje  Complaints,  in  f  one  of  my  former 
Papers,  and  fhall  OTily  2.6.6.,  thz-t  ih.^  publick  Approbation 
vfmy  Writings,  upon  the  SubjeSi,  is  a  fufficient  Reafon 
for  a  wife  Man  to  give  up  a  Scheme,  which  appears  to 
be  fo  difagreeable  to  the  Inclinations  of  the  whole 
Kingdom.  This  will  be  the  only  Way  to  deprive  Me 
of  fo  popular  a  Topick ;  and  I  wifh  to  God  that  He 
may  foon  do  it ! — - — But  I  muft  put  his  Advocate  m 
Mind,  that  He  feems  to  be  a  little  unhappy  in  his 
Comparifon,  upon  this  Occalion ;  for  it  is  not  the 
Craftfman,  but  a  much  more  powerful  Gentleman,  who 
£omes  arm^d  in  Brafs,  like  the  great  Goliah,  the 
Champion  ^^-^^  Philistines,  and  bids  Defiance  to  the 
Hofi  ^Israel. 

We  are  ready  to  admit,  that  human  Wifdom.  hath 
never  yet  been  able  to  frame  one  fuch  plain,  Jtmple,  ge- 
neral Syft  em  of  Laws,  as  to  comprehend  all  Cafes,  Cir- 
cumftances  and  Occafions.  We  likewife  acknowledge, 
that  thofe  illuftrious  Patriots,  who  make  the  moji 
■jhining  Figure  in  the  Britifh  Annals  for  their  great 
Abilities  and  unfhaken  Integrity,  have  always  been  the 
moft  forward  to  propofe,  and  the  moft  zealous  to  fupport 
the  making  Changes  and  Alterations  in  the  Laws  and 

Cuftoms  of  their  Country But  with  this  Writer' z 

Leave,  the  Changes  and  Alterations,  which  thofe  Pa- 
triots have  made,  v/ere  of  a  different  Nature  from 
That,  which  He  is  contending  for  at  prefent.  They 
were  calculated  to  fecure  the  People  from  the  Power 
and  Influence  of  the  Crown ;  not  to  give  additional 
Power  and  Influence  to  it.  They  were  Changes  and 
Alterations,  which  They  found  neceffary  to  preferve 
the  Conftitution  free  and  uncorrupt ;  not  to  put  it  in 
the  Power  of  the  Prince,  or  Minifler,  to  fubvert  it. 
And  though  this  Gentleman  may  be  led  by  Intereil  to 
compare  the  Changes  and  Alterations,    made  by  thofe 

f  S^e  Page  34. 
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illuftrious  Patriots  in  former  Times,  with  the  ProjeB 
now  in  Agitation ;  there  are  Few,  I  believe,  fo  weak, 
as  to  approve  the  Comparifon,  or  to  look  upon  thofe 
Gentlemen,  whom  He  calls  with  a  Sneer  the  Patriots  of 
our  own  Times,  as  a  defperate  Set  of  Confpirators,  who 
are  engaged  in  a  Defign  of  tearing  up  the  Confiitution 
by  the  Roots,  andfubverting  the  zuhole  Order  of  Things ; 
becaufeThey  have  endeavoured  to  redrefs  feveral  Grie- 
vances, and  to  reform  fome  Abufes,  which  have  crept 
into  the  Frame  of  our  Government. 

If  This  Jdiould  appear  to  be  the  Cafe,  They  have 
done  their  Duty,  and  the  Nation,  whofe  IntereftThey 
have  confulted,  will  acknowledge  their  Services ;  not- 
withflanding  the  flanderous  Imputations,  which  the 
Letter-Writer  and  his  Afo dates  may  endeavour  to  fix 
upon  Them.  When  Proje^s  are  concerted  and  openly 
avowM,  for  loading  the  People  with  nevj  Excifes,  it  is 
high  Time  for  Them  to  take  Fire,  and  endeavour  to 
defeat  them.  I  don't  know  ^vhom  this  Gentlem.an  may 
mean  by  Thofe,  whofe  Duty  it  is  to  offer  fuch  Propofah 
to  the  Parliament.  I  hope  nobody  will  think  \x.-his 
Duty  to  doit;  or,  at  leaft,  thzt  the  Parliament  will 
think  it  their  Duty  to  rejeft  it.  But  if  He  means  the 
Minifters,  I  mull  beg  Leave  to  put  Him  in  Mind 
that  thofe  Gentlemen  have  no  particalar  Privileges,  or 
Funftions,  in  the  Tioufe  ofCo?nmons.  They  may  advife 
his  Majefty  to  recommend  any  Thing,  which  They 
judge  for  the  publick  Service,  to  the  Conlideration  of 
Parliament ;  and,  if  They  are  Members,  may;  endea- 
vjour  to  fupport  it  by  Speaking  and  Voting  ;  but  They 
have  noPreheminence  there  above  other  Gentlemen  ;  nor 
ought  their  Recommendation  to  be-deem'd,  in  any 
Manner,  authoritative.  They  are  to  be  conlider''d 
only,  in  that  Place,  as  Perfons  reprefenting  fome  par- 
ticular Body  of  the  People-,  and,  in  Conjunftion  with 
other  Members,  making  Laws  for  the  Good  of  the 
whole  Kingdom.— 'This  is  the  only  Light-,  in  Vv^hich 
the  Servants  of  the  Crown  ought  to  be  look'd  upon,  in 
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that  AJfembiyi  and  though  fome  Gentlemen  may  be 
more  immediately  concern'd  than  Others,  that  Supplies 
be  granted,  and  Funds  raifed  to  anfwer  them ;  I'hey 
move  both  the  one  and  the  other,  as  Members  of  Par- 
liament, not  as  Minifiers.  We  may  reafonably  fuppofe, 
indeed,  that  They  often  weigh  fuch  Points  in  their 
own  Minds,  before  They  move  them  in  the  Houfe  i 
but  I  believe  the  Parliament  will  not  allow  any  Man  to 
tell  Them,  that  He  hath  fettled  the  manner  ofraijlng 
the  Supplies^  in  his  own  Clofet;  and  therefore  it  re- 
quires no  farther  Cojifi  deration — But  to  proceed. 

If  it  is  true,  that  the  La^vs  of  Excife  lay  the  Trader 
under  greater  Hardjhips  a?id  Difficulties  than  Thofe,  re- 
lating to  the  Culloms ;  that  they  carry  more  Terror,  and 
are  executed  with  more  Rigour  -,  I  think,  in  fuch  a 
Cafe,  the  Traders  ought  not  to  be  fubjefted  to  them  ; 
though  the  Savings  to  the  Publick,  in  the  Expence  of 
colledling  the  Revenue,  fhould  be  as  coniiderable,  as 
the  Letter-Writer  would  willingly  have  us  believe  ',  for 
though  He  is  pleafed  to  call  Them  a  few  particular 
Perfons,  They  are  certainly  the  moll  coniiderable 
Body  of  Men  in  the  whole  Kingdom  ;  and  therefore 
ought  not  to  be  opprefs''d,  or  diftinguifh'd  with  Badges 
of  Slavery,  in  this  Manner.  As  to  his  other  Arguments 
about  the  general  Benefits,  which  will  accrue  to  the 
Nation  from  this  Scheme,  they  are  fo  contraiy  to  Rea- 
fon.  Experience  and  Demonfcration,  that  they  de- 
ferve  no  AmVer. 

In  the  Conclufion  of  this  Paper,  the  Ge?ttleman  re- 
curs to  his  former  Topick  of  Prerogative,  and  acquaints 
us  once  more  that  there  are  other  Cafes  between  the 
Crown  and  the  Subje^,  belides  Thofe  of  ^;v^i/'^j,  where 
the  latter  hath  not  the  Privilege  of  being  tried  by  a 
yury.  I  have  fa  id  enough  upon  this  Head  already  ; 
but  the  Gentleman  having  been  at  the  Trouble  of  con- 
fulting  his  Law-Books,  and  rummaging  up  an  old 
Statute,  which  He  feems  to  think  very  much  to  the 
Purpofe  I    it  may  be  thotight  unfair,  perhaps,   to  let  it 
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pafs  intirely  without  Obfervation.  He  tells  us,  that  by 
the  Statute  of'2>3  Hen.  8.  cap.  39.  every  Bond  made  to 
the  King  is  in  the  Nature  of  a  Statute  Staple.  Now  a 
Statute  Staple,  fays  He,  is  an  Injirument,  or  Afurance 
in  Law,  by  vertue  of  which  the  Creditor  may  imme- 
diately have  Execution  againji  the  Body,  Lands  and 
Goods  of  the  Debtor,  upon  Non-pay??ient,  without  beino- 
obliged  to  go  through  the  ordinary  ProceiTes  of  the 
Law  ;  or  to  fubmit  his  Caufe  to  the  Determination  of  a 
Jury — But,  what  is  all  This  to  the  preient  Purpofe  ? 
A  Statute  Staple  is  of  the  fame  Nature  with  ^vhat  is 
commonly  caird  2.  Bond  aiid  Judgment ',  by  which  We 
all  know  that  a  private  Creditor,  as  well  as  the  Crown, 
may  proceed  immediately  to  Execution ;  and  if  the 
Debtor  thinks  fit  to  preclude  Himfelf  from  a  legal  Trial, 
by  corf  effing  Judgment,  it  is  his  own  A5i,  and  He  can- 
not blame  the  Lavj  for  it  j  but  how  can  This  be 
compared  to  the  Ca(e  of  Excifes,  where  the  Trader  is 
deprived  of  this  Privilege  by  Compulfion,  and  with- 
out any  voluntary  Deed  from  Himfelf.? 

The  Letter-Writer  tells  us  farther,  that  what  We  call 
a  dangerous  Innovation  is  as  old  as  the  Britifh  Mo- 
narchy itfelfi  for  by  the  common  Law  the  King's 
Debtor,  or  Accomptant,  was  never  intitled  to  the 
Privilege  of  a  Trial  by  a  Jury  ;  but  his  Body,  Lands 
and  Goods  might,  at  the  fij'Ji  Inftance,  be  fwept  away  by 
an  Execution,  at  the  Suit  of  the  Crov/n. 

As  I  formerly  dedicated  fome  Part  of  my  Time  to 
the  Study  of  the  Law,  and  have  long  had  the  Honour 
10  be  a  Bencher  ofGrays-Inn,  I  could  not  be  ignorant 
that  the  Crozvn,  in  ancient  Times,  was  indulged  with  . 
great  Advantages  over  every  Man,  who  was  indebted 
to  it.  I  have  already  pointed  out  the  Realbns,  which 
induced  our  Anceftors  to  grant  thefe  Indulgences,  or 
Prerogatives,  to  the  Crown ;  yet,  even  in  thofe  Cafes, 
I  apprehend  that  the  Debt  mull:  be  either  acknowledged 
by  Bond,  as  I  obferved  before,  or  proved  by  a  proper 
Inquiftion  i  That  is,  a  Jury.    But  fuppoling  that  I  put 
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the  Cafe  a  little  too  general,  ( which  I  cannot  yet  fee 
any  Reafon  to  admit )  and  that  there  are  Hill  fome  old 
Remnants  ofFrerogative,  which  deprive  the  Subjeft  of 
this  Right  in  particular  Cafes,  relating  to  the  Crown ; 
how  can  That  afFeft  the  Matter  in  Debate  ?  It  cannot 
be  denied,  I  am  fure,  that  in  the  Laws  ofCufloms^ 
properly  fo  call'd,  this  Right  of  Englijbmen  hath  been 
always  preferved  ;  and  therefore  the  Traders  aft  a 
very  wife  Part,  in  endeavouring  to  preferve  Themfelves 
from  the  Power  oi  another  Set  of  Laws,  by  which  it 
will  be  taken  away. 

The  Gentleman  proceeds,  in  his  next  Paper,  to  the 
Confideration  whether  Excifes  are  attended  with  fuch 
Hardlhips  on  the  Dealers  as  I  have  reprefented  j  and 
begins  with  miftating  the  Subilance  of  my  Argument 
in  both  the  Articles,  which  He  undertakes  to  confider  5, 
for  We  find  Him  fumming  it  up  in  thefe  Words  j  thai 
all  Delinquents  are  to  be  tried  by  CommifEoners,  ap- 
pointed by  the  Crown,  who  u\j ST  OF  Consequence 
be  very  partial  and  fevere  in  all  Caufes,  that  They  are 
.  to  fit  in  Judgment  upon,  in  favour  of  the  Revenue  ; 
and  that  no  Man  is  admitted  to  have  a  full  Power  over 
his  ozvn  Goods,  'till  He  hath  paid  the  Duty 
FOR  Them, 

This,  I  fay,  is  a  dijedl  Miireprelentation  of  the 
State  of  my  Argument,  on  both  Heads. — I  fhall  begin 
with  that  Part,  which  relates  to  the  CommiJJi oners. 

And  here  it  muft  be  observed,  that  it  was  the  ex- 
traordina?'%  unlimited  Power,  granted  to  the  Commif- 
Jioners,  rather  than  the  Exercife  of  it,  which  I  made 
the  Subjeft  of  my  Complaint,  I  faid,  indeed,  that  W^e 
cannot  be  furprized  if  Perfons,  invefted  with  fuch  a 
Power,  under  firiSi  Injun£iions  to  make  the  Improve- 
ment of  the  ReverAue  their  conftant  Study,  and  dependent 
on  the  Pleafure  of  the  Crown  for  the  Continuance  of 
their  Places,  jhould  many  Times  a^  as  if  They 
thought  it  their  Duty  to  be  fevere ;  becaufe  the  more 
Fines  They  lay  upon  the  Subject,    the  more  Money,  They 
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i/ring  into  the  King's  Coffers  ;  nor  that  bad  Men  ma^  be 
tempted  to  make  This  the  Tenure^  by  which  They  hold 
their  Places.  This  is  the  Subftance  of  my  Complaint, 
on  t\iQ  Jirft  Article  i  ?ir\d.  I  ftill  think  it  founded  on 
irrefragable  Arguments.  But  does  This  amount  to  fay- 
ing, that  they  must  of  Consequence  be  very 
partial  and  fevere  in  all  Causes,  that  They  Jit  in 
"Judgment  upon  in  Favour  of  the  Revenue  ?— -It  mull 
furely  be  a  very  bad  Caufe,  which  Hands  in  need  of 
luch  partial  and  fcandalous  Reprefentations  of  an  Ad- 
's; erf  aryh  Argument. 

Indeed,  the  Letter-Writer  tells  us,  that  this  Part  of 
the  ObjeSiion  againft  Excifes  is  founded  on  my  own  Sup- 
pofition,    without  even  attempting  to  produce  the  leaft 
Evidence  of  the  Rigour  and  Injuftice  I  cotnplain  of  to 
fupport  this  unfair  and  groundlefs  Affertion. 

He  then  goes  on,  for  a  Page  or  two  together,  in  his 
old  exulting  Strain  ;  which  is  fo  very  remarkable,  that 
a  Quotation  of  fome  Part  of  it  will  be  neceffary  for  the 
better  Illuftration  of  my  Argument,  and  I  dare  fay 
Vv'ill  prove  an  agreeable  Diverfion  to  the  Reader. 

*'  I  fancy,  fays  He,  every  Body  will  agree  with 
*''  Me  in  This,  howeyer  They  may  differ  w^ith  Me  in 
«'  other  Parts  of  this  Difpute ;  that  the  Gentleman, 
**  who  underftands  fo  well  to  inforce  and  throw  the 
**  mojl  trivial  and  fighteji  Circumfances,  which  make 
*'  for  his  Argument,  in  the  ftrongeft  Lights  would  not 
'*  have  omitted  mentioning,  as  He  hath  done,  fo 
*'  much  as  one  fingle  Inftarice,  w^herein  the  Commif- 
"  f  oners  ofExcife  have  been  guilty  of  the  leaft  Partia- 
*'  lity,  in  Prejudice  of  the  Subjeh.  —  It  ought  there- 
*'  fore  to  be  concluded,  by  every  reafonable  Man, 
**  that  there  cannot ~  be  found  one  FaB  amongft  all 
"  thofe  various  Controverfies,  which  every  Day  arii'e, 
**  and  are  brought  in  Judgment  before  thofe  Genthm,en, 
*'  to  ground  luch  a  Complaint  upon  ;  becaufe,  if 
"  fach  a  Thing  had  ever  happen'd,  it  is  impoffible  to 
*'  luppole  that  He  Should  not  ufe  his  utmoft  Care  and 

f»  Application 
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*'  Application  to  inform  Himfelf  fully  of  it;  who,  in 
-*'  all  other  Cifes,  is  fo  extremely  diligent  and  in  ■ 
*^  duftrious  to  fift  out  every  /itt/s  Error,  or  Mifiake, 
•*  which  He  imagines  hath  been  committed  in  any 
*'  Branch  of  the  Adminiftration,  and  applauds  Himfelf 
*'  fo  marveloully  on  the  Difcovery.  —  I  will  m.ake  no 
*'  Relledions  upon  the  Difmgenuity  of  a  Writer,  who 
*^  pretends  to  have  nothing  but  the  pablick  Good  in 
*'  View;  and  who  yet  can  lit  down  and  wilfully, 
*'  and  conliderately,  without  even  fo  much  as  common 
**  Report  to  juiUfy  Him  in  it,  endeavour  to  throw  an 
"  Odium  upon  a  great  Number  of  Getitle7?ien  of  For- 
*^  tune  and  DiJiinSiion,  as  fuch  abjeft  Tools  of  Power, 
**-as  to  be  capable  of  doing  the  moll  flagrant  Acts  of 
*'  Injuilice. 

This  Gentleman  is  always  apt  to  found  a  Vidory/ 
before  He  hath  got  any  Share  of  the  Field  ;  as  it  moil 
unluckily  happens  at  prefent ;  for  can  my  Sile?ice,  on 
this  Head,  or  not  producing  any  partuular  Injlance  of 
Hardfnps,  tofupport  my  Complaint,  be  thought  a  con- 
clulive  Argument,  that  there  is  really  no  fuch  Cafe  in 
Being,  notwithftanding    his  Ihreud    Remarks  on   my 
great  Indujiry  and  Application  in  other  Cafes 'i'  I  confined 
myfelf,  in  that  Paper,  to  general  Topicks ;  and  reafon'd 
upon  the  Danger  of  extending /vri'  a  Pozver  any  farther, 
as  inconliftent  with  the  Nature  of  our  Conftitution.  This 
I  think  evident  beyond  all  Difpute  ;  for  fuppofmg  that 
it  was  never  yet  applied  to  any  bad  Ufe  ;  can  We  pro- 
mife  ourfelves,  with  any  AlTurance,  that  it  never  will ; 
or  be  pleafed  to  fee  fuch  a  Rod  always  hanging  over  our 
Heads  ?  I  wifli  this  Gentleman  would  be  plealed  to  re- 
member the  ExpreiTion  of  his  Patron,  on  a  certain  me- 
morable Occafion,  relating  to  the   Army  ;  vi%  He, 
that   gives  the   Power    of  Blood,  gives  Blood  ; 
which  I  think  may  be  juftly  applied  to  other  Cafes  of 
Severity,   befides  Life   and  Death.     For  this  Reafon,  I 
contented  myfelf  with  arguing  upon  general  Principles, 
and  thought  fit  to  decline  the  invidious  Task  of  entering 
Vol.  X.  X  into 
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into  particulars  ;  but  fmce  the  Letter -Writer  hath  been 
pleafed  to  infill  fo  much  upon  this  Head,  and  to  ftrain  a 
Point  of  Tendernefs  and  Candour  into  a  Proof  of  Dif- 
ingenuity  and  deliberate  Calumny,  againfl:  the  Conviftion 
of  my  own  Mind  ;  I  am  obliged  in  Honour  to  juftify 
myfelf;  and  if  what  I  am  going  to  produce,  for  that 
Purpofe,  fhould  happen  to  prove  dilagreeable  to  the 
Gentlemen  of  the  Excife,  they  muft  thank  their  Ad- 
vocate for  it,  who  hath  made  it  neceiTary  to  my  own 
Vindication. 

The  Letter-Writer  therefore  mull  give  me  Leave  to 
ask  Him,  whether  He  never  faw,  or  heard  of  a  certain 
^reatife,  intitled.  Remarks  on  the  horrible  Opprejjtons, 
Jnfolences,  and  unjuftifable  Partialities  of  the  Com- 
missioners OF  Excise  ;  with  fame  hiftorical  Col- 
lections of  Matter  ofPaEl. 

If  He  Ihould  be  an  utter  Stranger  to  this  Tra^,  (  as 
He  feems  to  be,  by  his  Manner  of  Reafoning )  I  mull 
acquaint  Him,  that  it  was  printed  in  the  Year  1 706, 
and  fuppofed  to  be  written  by  the  Direftion,  at  leaft,  of 
that  worthy  Magillrate,  John  Fuller,  Efq;  one  of 
the  late  Sheriffs  for  this  County. 

It  contains,  according  to  its  Title,  leveral  grievous 
Charges  of  Partiality,  Infolence  and  OppreJJton,  againll 
the  Commifji-oners  at  that  Time,  in  the  Execution  of 
their  Office  ;  particularly  with  Relation  to  the  laid  Mr. 
Fuller  and  Mr.  Mackley,  two  eminent  Diftillers ;  who, 
having  been  very  attive  in  folliciting  and  obtaining  fome 
Parliamentary  Regulations  of  the  Excife,  in  Oppofition 
to  the  CommiJJio?ters,  though  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Re- 
venue, were  violently  profecuted,  upon  falfe  Accufations, 
(as  it  is  alledged  )  by  t\iQ /aid Co?nmiJJtoners. 

The  particular  Circumllances  of  both  their  Cafes  are 
related  with  fuch  Afperity  of  Expreffion,  in  the  Book 
now  before  me,  that  I  chufe  to  omit  them;  and  fhall 
only  obferve  that  Mr.  Fuller'^s  Daughter,  whofe  Goods 
had  been  dillrain'd  upon  an  Information,  recover'd 
Damages  and  Cofts  of  Suit  from  the  Officers  employ 'd 

in 
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in  it  ;  and  that  Mr.  Mackley,  being  charged  with  cor- 
ruptirig  an  Officer,  was  honourably  acquitted  at  the  Old 
Baiiy ;  where  He  was  try'd  upon  an  Indidment,  by- 
Way  of  Ignominy  ;  not  being  allow'd  to  remove  the 
Cauie,  by  Certiorari,  to  a  fuperior  Court ;  though  He 
requefted.  it  of  the  CommiJJionerSj  in  a  very  humble 
Manner. 

The  fame  Charge  of  Partiality,  hfolence  and  Op- 
prejjion,  in  the  Conduft  of  tbofe  Officers,  is  fupported 
by  jeveral  other  Injiances,  at  the  End  of  this  Book  ;• 
which  I  fliall  likewife  ilibjoin,  by  Way  of  *  Appendix 
to  thefe  Papers,  for  the  Information  and  Curiofity  of  the 
PubUck,  I  cannot,  indeed,  take  upon  myfelf  to  vouch 
for  the  Truth  of  the  Cafes,  as  They  are  here  ftated  ;  but  I 
publiih  Them,  as  I  find  Them  ;  and  They  will  ferve, 
at  leaft,  to  dertroy  the  Letter-PTriter^s  Charge  againit 
me,  of  endeavouring  to  throw  an  Odium  upon  Gentlemen  • 
of  Fortune  and  Diiiindion,  without  even  Jo  much  as. 
Common  Report  tojuftify  me  in  it. 

I  am  inform'd,  by  Letter,  of  another  Cafe,  which 
jdeferves  mentioning.  The  Commiffiioners  of  Excife  en- 
ter'd  Judgment  for  a  large  Sum  oi Money,  zgsLmilJVillianf 
Green  Elq ;  an  eminent  Brewer,  long  fince  dead  ;  but 
upon  Notice  that  He  delign^d  to  petition  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  againil  Them,  They  reverfed  the  Judgment, 
by  writing  under  it  erroneous.  However,  Mr.  Green 
petition'd;  upon  which  Occalion,  as  I  am  inform'd, 
that  remarkable  Claufe  was  inferted  in  an  A61,  for  dii- 
abiing  the  Commiffioners  of  Excife  from  fitting  in  the 
Houfe  of  Co??imons,  and  inflidling  •  a  fevere  Penalty  on 
their  Under-Officers,  in  Cafe  They  Ihould  endeavour  to 
influence  Voters,   in  EleSiions  for  Members  of  Parliament. 

A%  to  the  Com7?nffioners   being  Ge?itlemen  of  Fortune 

and  DifinSiion,  it  is  quite  foreign  to  the  Purpofe  ;  for  no 

Man  ought  to  be   trufted  with   arbitrary  Power  ;  not 

•  even  the  King  Himfelf ;  nor  does  our  Conftitution  invell 

*  -S^^ /i'^  Appendix,  N*^   i. 
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Kim  with  it.  Shall  a  SUjeB  therefore,  a  fubordinate 
Minifter^  of  whatever  Fortmie  or  DiftirMion  Fie  may  be, 
enjoy  a  greater  Plenitude  of  Powder  than  MajeJIy  itfelf ; 
efpeciall)^,  when  We  confider  that  the  Duty  of  a  pre- 
carims  Office  may  induce  Him  to  a6l   contrary  to-  his 

natural  Inclinations  ? It  is  too  much  like  the  Cafe  of 

the  Frogs  in  the  Fable,  when  Jupiter  placed  a  Sitork  to 
rule  over  them  ^  but  We  ought  to  remember  that  This 
was  done  for  their  Punijbment,  not  ihoir  ProteSiion. 

I  do  not  apply  This  to  the  prefent  Cofnmifftoners  i 
and  am  far  from  intending  to  accufe  Them  of  any  fuch 
Oppreffions^  Infok'nces,  or  Fartlalities,  as  were  laid  to  the 
Charge  of  their  Predeccffiors.  On  the  contrary,  I  am 
willing  to  believe  Them,  in  general,  as  worthy  Gentle- 
men  2.%  ever  fillVl  that  Boards  and  One  of  Them  having 
formerly  been  a  Trader  Himfelf,  though  now  advanced 
to  fuch  a  Poll  of  DiJiinBion ;  Thofe,  wKom  He  hath 
left  behind  Him  in  Bufinefs,  may  depend  upon  all  the 
Indulgence  and  Lenity,  which  the  Duty  of  his  OjEce 
will  admit ;  for  I  muft  repeat  my  Apprehenlions,  in 
this  Place,  that  thefe  Gentletnen  are  not  at  Liberty  to 
conftrue  Things  in  the  m.0%.  favour  able  Senfe,  as  it  is  the 
Duty  of  other  Judges  to  do,  in  criminal  Cafes »  but  are 
obliged,  even  by  the  Oath  They  take  to  turn  the  Bal- 
lance,  in  all  doubtful  Points,  on  the  Side  of  the  Revenue. 

Give  me  Leave  to  mention  only  one  Caf,  which  is 
Hill  frefh  in  our  Memories;  I  mean  the  famous  Pot 
Act  ;  by  which  all  ViSiuallers^  Inn-holders  and  Re- 
tailers of  Beer,  or  Ale,  WQ.YQ  obliged  to  pay  a  certain 
yearly  Sum,  to  be  fix'd  at  the  Difcretion  of  the  Com- 
'mijjioners  of  the  Excife,  for  a  Licence  to  fell  the  faid  Li- 
quors; in  Conlideration  of  which  a  Glaufe  was  inferted, 
for  their  Benefit,  prohibiting  Them  to  fend  any  Pots  out 
tf  their  Houfes,  or  any  ^antity  of  Liquor  lefs  than  a 
Gallon  ',  which  being  found  prejudicial  to  their  Bufi- 
nefs, is  fmce  repeal'd,  and  only  t\iQ.  pecuniary  Part  of  the  ' 
A£i  remains  in  Force.  But  the  Cafe  I  mean  was  as 
followi. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Trueby^  an  eminent  Vintner  in  St.  Paulas  Church- 
yard^ was  lummonM  before  the  CommiJJioners,  upon 
this  A5i  ;  being  accuied  of  having  made  a  Bill^  in  which 
He  charged  Bread'-,  from  whence  it  was  concluded  that 
He  did  not  give  h\s  fmall  Beer  away  ;  though  I  am  told 
it  was  not  fpecify'd  under  any  particular  Article.  This 
being  proved  by  the  Evidence  of  an  Informer,  He  was 
convicted,  and  forced  to  take  out  a  Licence  ;  as  all  Per- 
fons  of  x\iQfa?ne  BrofeJJion  have  been  likewife  obliged  to 
do  fince. 

It  was  the  general  Opinion,  at  that  Time,  that  none 
but  Ficluallers,  hn-keepers,  and  Retailers  of  Beer  were 
defign'd  by  the  Legifature  to  be  included  in  this  AB  j 
and  as  They  are  neither  particularly  mention'd  in  it, 
nor  could  poffibly  receive  any  Benefit  by  it ;  I  muil 
leave  the  World  to  judge  whether  the  fame  Interpreta- 
tion would  have  been  put  upon  it,  by  a  Jury  in 
Weftminfter-BalL 

I  have  likewife  received  many  Letters  from  Perfons 
of  different  T;W^j  (fuch  as  ^r^ei^^r/,  Difilkrs,  Starch- 
Makers,  Tallozv-Chandiers,  &c.  )  complaining  of  great 
Hardlliips  and  Severities  in  the  Management  of  their 
Bulinefs,  by  the  Laws  of  Excife ;  but  as  They  do  not 
immediately  affeft  the  frefent  Point,  concerning  the 
farther  Extenfion  of  thefe  Lazvs,  it  may  be  thought 
needlefs  to  trouble  the  Reader  with  any  of  their  par- 
ticular Cafes.  I  fhall  only  obferve  that  all,  or  moil:  of 
thefe  Accounts  vjQxt  occafion'd,  as  my  Correfpondents  in- 
form me,  hy  \h.Q  Letter-Writer'' sA&rxion,  that  not  one 
Example  can  be  produced  of  anyfuch  Hardjhips,  and  that 
the  Commijfoners  are,  and  have  always  been,  rather 
favour  able. .to  the  Trader  than  the  Crown. 

To  Thefe  I  may  add  the  late  publick  Declarations 
of  the  principal  Druggifs  and  Grocers  in  this  City  j 
fetting  forth  their  great  Hardlhips  and  Sufferings  by  the 
Laws  of  Excife  i  which  have  already  induced  fome  of 
Them  to  leave  off  their  Trade,  and  will  oblige  others 
lOjdo  the  lame,  if  They  fhould  ht  fart  her  extended. 

X  3  And 
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And  here  I  mull  ob.'erve  that  the  Letter-Writer  had 
the  conruromate  Aflurance  to  affert,  that  the  feverejl 
and  mo(i  obnoxious  Claufes  in  the  Excife-Aft  upon  Tea,  ' 
i^c.  were  advifed  by  the  principal  Druggifts  in  Town, 
u:ho  were  confulted  upon  that  Occajicn.  This  is  fo 
fhamelefs  a  Falfity  and  fuch  an  Infult  on  the  common 
Underllandings,  as  well  as  the  Misfortunes  of  thofe 
Gentlemen,  that  They  have  thought  iit  to  undeceive  the 
World,  and  purge  Themfelves,  in  the  llrongell  Manner,  - 
from  fuch  an  Imputation,  by  a  publick  Certificate  in  all 
the  News-Papers  ;  vv^hich  the  Reader  may  likewife  find 
in  the  *  Jppe?idix. 

Let  the  World  therefore  judge  whether  Fact  and 
Experience  are  not  //7^  Letter- Writer's  old  and  con- 
Jtant  Enemies,  rather  thaii  ?nine. 

I  do  not  lay  any  of  thefe  Hardfliips,  as  I  obferved 
before,  to  the  Charge  of  the  prefent  CommiJJl oners,  who 
are  obliged  to  execute  the  Laws,  as  They  find  Them.  It 
is  the  Power  iifelf,  of  which  "We  complain,  to  whomfo- 
ever  it  may  be  delegated  ;  and  therefore  nothing  can  be 
more  ridiculous  than  the  Letter-Writefs  Reafonings,  in 
Favour  of  fuch  a  Power,  from  the  perfonal  Characters, 
or  Circumiitances  of  the  GentUfnen  in  that  Commijp.on. 
He  might  as  well  have  argued  that  the  Laws  of  Excifs 
do  not  deprive  us  of  the  antient  Method  of  Tryal,  efta- 
blifh'd  by  Magna  Charta,  becaufe  the  Commiff  oners 
hold  their  Court  in  the  Old  Jury. 

In  the  remaining  Part  oithis  Paper,  the  Gentleman 
undertakes  to  fhew  the  Preference  of  Excife  Laws,  when 
compared  to  Thofe  of  Cufioms,  from  feveral  confider- 
able  Circumftances,  in  Favour  of  i)iQ  former. 

One  is  taken  fiom  the  dilatory  and  expenfive  Forms 
of  Proceeding  in  the  QomisoUVefminfier-Hall',  which 
lie  calls  an  infupportahle  Grievance  to  the  SubjeSi,  I  am 
afraid  there  is  too  much  Reafon  for  this  heavy  Cenfure 
on  the  modern  Practice  of  the  Law  ;  but  I  hope  We  do 

*  Seethe  Appendix,  Ntmb.  2. 
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not  yet  Hand  in  need  of  fo  defperate  a  Remedy  as  the 
fummary  Procefs  of  the  Excife  Lazvs  ;  which  I  appre- 
hend to  be  infinitely  worfe  than  the  Difeafe  itfelf  Be- 
fides,  this  Griez'a?ice  is  common  to  all  Cafes  of  Property, 
as  well  as  the  Revenue  ;  and  therefore  his  Argument 
will  hold  equally  ftrong  for  putting  the  Execution  of  all 
our  Laws  into  the  fafne  compendious  Method.  Nay,  it 
will  ferve  to  juftify  the  Proceedings  of,  a  Star-Chamber, 
an  Inquifition,  or  any  other  arbitrary  Court  whatibever. 
Another  Circiimftance,  alledged  by  this  Writer,  in 
t'avour  of  Excifes,  is  the  Power  repofed  in  the  Cofnmif- 
Jtoners,  to  7nitigate  the  Severity  of  the  Law,  by  remitting 
the  Penalties  oi  It,  either  in  whole,  or  in  Part,  as  They 
think  fit,  after  Conviftion ;  and  This,  fays  He,  the 
Barons  of  the  Exchequer  are  not  authorized  to  do.  Now, 
if  This  is  any  Grievance  to  the  Subjeft,  in  Wefminfer- 
Hall,  how  eafily  might  it  be  remedy'd,  without  an 
Excife,  by  only  giving  the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  the 
fame  Power  P  But  in  my  Apprehenfion,  This  is  fo  far 
from  being  an  Argument,  in  Favour  of  Excife  Lazvs, 
that  it  is  one  of  the  mofi  material  Objedions  againil 
Them  J  as  it  puts  it  in  the  Power  of  the  Commijf  oners 
•to  favour  fome  Men,  and  opprefs  others,  juft  as  They 
may  happen  to  be  fway'd  by  Friendpip,  or  Hatred ; 
by  Self-inter  eft,  Party-Prejudice,  the  fccret  Influence  of 

a  Minifter,  or  any  other  bad  Motives.  • There  have 

been  many  Complaints  of  this  Kind  ;  and  I  will  appeal 
to  every  impartial  Man,  whether  fuch  a  difcretionary 
Pozver  may  not  be  fuppofed  to  have  fome  Influence  over 
EleBions  ? 

We  have  been  often  told  that  Juft  ices  of  Peace  have 
the  fame  Power  in  the  Country,  which  the  Commifftoners 
have  in  London.  This  is  partly  true,  and  partly  not  fo ; 
for  the  Office  may  fend  Sub-Commifti oners  into  the 
Country,  if  They  pleafe ;  and  They  would  certainly  do 
it,  if  the  Service  of  the  Revenue  required  it.  The 
Juftices,  indeed,  do  the  Bufinefs  for  them  at  prefent ; 
and,  I  fuppofe,  to  Satisfadion  i  but  even  this  Power  is 
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not  in  Favour  of  the  Subjefl ;  for  Jufiices  of  the  Peace 
are  nominated  by  the  Crown,  and  removeable  at  Pleafuie, 
like  the  Commiffioners  of  Excife.  Befides,  the  Officers^ 
being  the  ComplaiTiants  in  ail  fuch  Cafe?,  may  chufe 
their  Juftkes  ;  and  God  knows  there  is  a  material  Dif- 
ference between  Them  in  moll  Counties,  as  well  as  in 
Middlefex .-——\ithefe  Magiftratei,  indeed,  were  chofcn 
by  the  People,  as  They  were  formerly,  there  would  be 
fom.e  Force  in  the  Argument  ;  but  as  the  Cafe  ftands  at 
prefent,  it  is  no  more  to  the  Purpofe  than  any  of  the 
reft. 

The  greateft  Part  of  the  ^  7iext  Paper  is  another  grofe 
Evalion  of  the  Argument ;  for  He  fuppofes  me  to  com.- 
plain  of  not  having  our  Goods  at  our  own  Difpofal  till 
We  have  paid  the  Duty  ;  whereas  the  Argument  is,  as 
plain  as  Words  can  make  it,  that  We  have  not  a  Power 
over  our  own  Goods,  even  after  the  Duty  is  paid  f. 
Such  a  poor  Piece  of  Sophiftry  deferves  no  other  Notice 
than  barely  pointing  it  out  to  common  Obfer\'ation.  But 
it  may  not  be  amifs  to  examine  fome  particular  PalTages 
in  it,  relating  to  the  Traders. 

The  Gentleman  is  pleafed  to  ask,  whether  the  Laws  of 
Excife  lay  the  Trader  under  greater  Hardjhips,  in  this 
RefpeSi,  than  the  Laws  of  the  Cuftoms  ? —  To  which 
He  gives  Himfelf  this  Anfwer ;  certainly  Tl:?ey  do  not ; 
and,  to  fupport  his  Affertion,  Ke  gives  us  an  Eitraft 
from  the  famous  Tea-AEl,  fo  often, pen tion'd  ;  by  vvhich 
He  would  have  it  concluded  that  the  Officers  of  Ex- 
cife are  not  impower'd,  by  that  A8,  to  enter  Houfe?, 
and  carry  away  any  Goods  They  may  find,  fuppofed 
not  to  have  paid  the  Duty,  ^\\h.ovx  2.  fpecial  Warrant 
from  the  Commifft  oners,  o^x  fome  Jufice  of  Peace ;  where- 
as, if  He  had  thought  fit  to  have  recited  the  preceeding 
Claufe  of  ^tfame  A5i,  it  would  have  appear'd  that  the 
Officers  of  the  Inland  Duties  (as  They  are  there 
ftiled)  are  impower'd  from  Time  to  Time,  in  the  Day 
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Tifne,  to  enter  all  Warehoufes,  &c.  and  if  refufed  En- 
trance, or  otherwife  obJiru5ted,  in  executing  the  Powers 
and  Authorities  of  this  Ail,  the  Forfeiture  is  no  lefs  than 
100  /.  for  every  Offence. 

When  the  Letter-Writer  hath  garbled  the  Statute  \Q 
his  Purpole,  in  this  Manner,  He  feems  to  think  Him- 
felf  fure  of  the  Day  again,  and  cries  out  in  Triumph; 
let  us  now  fee  whether  the  Laws,  relating  to  the  Cus- 
toms, are  more  tender,  or  favourable  to  the  Merchant, 
or  Trader,  than  Thofe  relating  to  the  Excise  ;  and  to 
prove  that  They  are  not,  He  quotes  a  Claufe  of  an  Aft, 
12  Car.  lid.  Cap. ig.  but  in  the  Recital  of  it,  accord- 
ing to  his  Cufiom  of  Quotation,  changes  the  Word  must 
for  MAY,  leaves  out  the  Word  only,  and  omits  any 
Mention  of  a  Claufe  in  the  faid  A<51,  by  which  Costs 
and  Damages  are  allow'd,  if  the  Information  prove 
falfe. 

This  being  the  Facl,  our  Author's  Arguments,  to 
ihew  that  the  Laws  of  the  Cujioms  are  equally  grievous 
to  the  Trader  as  the  Laws  of  Excife^^va.VL&  fall  to  the 
Ground. 

I  have  examined  the  Laws  of  the  Cuftoms,  as  well  as 
Thofe  ofExcifCy  and  given  the  Preference  to  ih^  former,  as 
I  found  fufficient  Reafon  ;  for  let  the  Forfeitures,  on  a 
Breach  o^Them,  be  never  fo  great ;  They  are  far  fhort 
of  the  Penalties,  annex'd  to  the  other ;  and  if  any  Goods 
are  feized,  under  Pretence  that  the  Duty  hath  not  been 
paid,  though  the  Onus  probandi  generally  lies  on  the 
Owner,  yet.  He  is  try*d  by  a  Jury,  and  not  by  Crown^ 
Officers. 

But  the  Gentleman  infills  upon  It  ftill  that  thefe  Laws 
are  abundantly  more  rigorous,  in  a  Multitude  of  Inflames, 
than  the  Laws  of  Excife.  —  We  muil  therefore  attend 
Him  a  little  farther. 

The  three  Claufes,  which  He  cite?,  ( the  firll  from 
the  Aft:  of  the  izth  of  Charles  Ildy  Cap.  igth  and  the 
two  other  from  that  of  the  13//^  and  i^th  of  the  fame 
King  Cap.  I  ith. )  are  not  to  the  Point ;  fmce  They  give 

the 
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the  Officer  no  Power  over  any  Man's  Goods,  after  the 
Duties  are  paid,  which  is  the  Thing  I  aflerted  ',  and 
it  is  very  extraordinary  to  find  Him  quoting  another 
Claufe  in  the  lafi  AB,  and  brii:ging  it  as  a  Proof  that 
cuftomable  Commodities  cannot  be  moved  without  a 
Permit,  an'j  more  than  excileable  ones ;  whereas  this 
Claule  was  calculated  for  a  quite  different  End  ;  for 
wlien  that  JIB  was  made,  all  Goods  exported  paid  Duty, 
and  the  Warrant,  or  Sufferance,  was  only  for  cariying 
them  by  Sea  fom  one  Fort  to  another,  ^his  Claufe 
therefore  was  defign'd,  when  the  A£i  was  £rft  made, 
to  ferve  another  Parpofe,  as  it  does  now ;  That  is,  to 
prove  at  the  Port,  to  which  the  Goods  were  carried, 
that  They  had  paid  Cuftom  at  the  Port,  from  whence 
They  came  ;  but  if  thefe  Goods  had  been,  or  were  to 
have  been  fent  by  Land  from  one  Place  to  another, 
no  fuch  Warrant,  or  Sufferance  was  required,  or 
neceffary. 

The  Gentleman  feems  to  be  very  much  prefs'd  for 
Arguments,  when  He  produces  another  Claufe  of  the 
faid  A61,  of  the  lo^th  and  \\th  ^Charles  the  lid,  to 
prove  that  by  the  Laws  ofCuftoms,  as  well  as  by  the 
Laws  ofExcife,  Ojflenders  are  punilh'd  in  a  fummary 
Way,  without  a  Trial  by  a  Jury ;  for  let  us  confider 
the  Nature  o^  this  Claufe.  It  is  a  Claufe  to  fecure  the 
Duties  ofCuftoms,  by  preventing  the  Landing  of  Goods, 
BEFORE  the  Duties  are  paid,  and  declaring  that  no 
Goods,  upon  which  any  Cuftoms  are  due,  pall  be 
brought  on  Shore,  or  carrfd  on  board  any  Ship  outward- 
bound,  without  a  Warrant,  or  in  the  Vrefence  of  an 
Officer,  under  the  Penalty  of  ioo\.  to  the  Mafter,  or 
Purjer  of  the  faid  Ship,  and  the  Wharfinger,  where 
the  Goods  are  landed  ^  and  farther  declaring  that  if  any 
Carman,  Forter,  Waterman,  or  other  Per  [on  fo  offend- 
ing, being  apprehended  by  the  Warratit  of  any  Juftice 
of  the  Town,  City,  or  Borough,  where  the  FaSi  is  com- 
mitted, (the  fame  being  proved  by- Evidence  of  Vno 
WitnefTes  on  Oath)  fiall  be  fent  to  Gaol,   until  He  or 

They 
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^ey  find  Security  for  their  good  Behaviour,  Sec.  and 
if  They  offend  a  fecondTifne,  to  be  committed  to  Prifon 
for  two  Mofithsy  and  to  forfeit  5  1.  to  theVfe  of  his 
Majefty.  —  Is  This  any  Parallel  to  the  Method  of  fining 
the  Trader,  in  a  fummary  Way,  at  the  Difcretion  of 
the  Commiff  oners  ? 

I  never  faid  that  the  Cuflom-houfe  Laws  were  un- 
exceptionable, or  in  no  refped:  hard  upon  Trade.  I 
have  often  acknowledged  the  contrary  j  though  much 
lefs  fevere  than  the  Z^^jx/;  ofExcife;  but  if  there  are 
fome  few  Inftances,  where  x!^z  former  come  up,  in  any 
Degree,  to  the  Severity  of  the  latter ^  it  can  be  of  no 
Weight  againll  our  general  Argument,  but  only  proves 
how  ilriftly  the  poor  Trader  is  tether'd  down  both 
by  one  and  the  other. 

If  this  Pro] e Si  is  fo  much  for  the'Interefi:  oi  Com- 
merce (as  the  Letter-Writer  informs  us)  that  nobody 
could  reafonably  wijh  for,  nor  hu7nan  Wifdom  form  a 
Scheme,  more  for  the  Eafe  and  Advantage  of  the  fair 
trader  ;  why  is  it  not  made  publick,  for  the  Satif- 
faftion  of  the  Merchants^  and  to  eafe  Them  of  thofe 
dreadful  Appreheniions,  which  They  conceive  from  it 
at  prefent  ?  For  it  is  manifeftly  their  Opinion  that 
any  new  Excifes,  or  any  farther  Extenfion  of  Excife 
La^vs,  ufider  any  Name  or  Pretence  whatfoever,  will 
be  not  only  prejudicial  to  the  Trade,  Manufaftures  and 
Navigation,  but  dangerous  to  the  Liberties  of  the  whole 
Kingdom.  , 

The  Preamble  to  the  Ordinance  of  Parliament,  for 
continuing  the  Excife,  during  our  civil  Wars,  is  as 
little  to  the  Purpofe  as  any  of  his  other  Arguments ; 
for  though  I  am  ready  to  admit  that  there  were  as 
many  glorious  Affertors  of  Libert-^  in  that  Parliament^ 
as  perhaps  ever  met  in  a  popular  Affembly  -,  yet  it  is 
(Evident  that  nothing  but  the  utmoft  Necejfty  could  have 
induced  Them  to  take  fuch  a  Method  of  raifing  Money. 
This,  1  think,  appears  very  plain  from  the  Remon- 
ftrance  of  Parliament  in  the  Year  1626;    which  not 

only 


252        APPENDIX. 

only  condemns  the  K'mg^s  Co??miifpon  as  illegal,  becaufe 
without  the  Cor.fent  of  the  People,  but  fliews  their 
Diflike  to'  the  Method  ofTaxatmi  itfelf.  It  is  likev/ife 
evident  from  the  Difturbance's  in  London,  as  I  ob- 
ierved  before,  that  an  Excife  was  extremely  difguflful 
to  the  People!  though  railed  for  the  Support  of  a 
Cauie,  to  which  They  were  generally  inclined ;  and 
even  thzParliame?it  itfelf  feem'd,  at  leaft  tacitly,  to 
condemn  Juch  Taxes,  by  difcontinuing  them,  as  foon 
as  the  War  Vv^as  over.  Necejfity  therefore  having  driven 
Them  into  this  M.ethod,  it  is  not  at  all  wonderful  that 
They  fhould  endeavour  to  glofs  it  over  with  plaufible 
Colours,  in  the  Preamble  to  their  Ordinance^  eftablilli'd 
for  that  Purpofe. 

I  have  now  conlider'd  all  the  material  Obje^ions, 
which  the  LetterWriter  hath  made  to  our  general 
Argument  agalnfi  Excifes ;  for  his  fucceeding  Papers 
contain  nothing  elfe  but  Repetitions  of  the  fame  Things, 
or  little  Cavils,  of  fo  trifling  a  Nature,  that  I  Ihall  be 
very  fhort  in  my  Remarks  upon  them. 

He  tells  us,  *  that  a  very  illullrious  Writer,  of  the 
laft  Jge,  hath  obferved  that  a  Tax  ought  never  to  be 
thought  a  Burthen  upon  any  Body  but  the  Confumer  j  for 
the  Trader  reap^  a  Benefit  by  it.  —  Whoever  this  tllu- 
jirious  Gentleman  might  be,  I  dare  fay  He  did  not 
lecommicnd  the  Colleflion  of  Taxes  hy  Excife  Laws  \ 
which  is  the  Point  inDilpute;  but  if  He  did,  it  is 
plain  that  He  had  as  little  Regard  for  Liberty,  as  Know- 
ledge of  Trade,  which  depends  upon  it. 

He  is  pleafed  to  imagine,  that  if  an  Attempt  foould 
he  made,  the  next  teflon  of  Parliament,  to  convert  fome 
Tart  of  our  Cuftoms  into  Excifes,  there  would  be  few 
CONSIDERABLE  Merchants,  (?r  Dealers,  that 
would  think  it  for  their  Advantage  to  oppoje  it. — And, 
in  -f  another  Paper,    He  tells  us,    that  Pie  Is  inform  d 
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the  MOST  CONSIDERABLE  Traders  in  England 
-^ould  be  glad  that  ilich  a  Scheme  vjould  take  EffeB. 
'  — -I  wifh  the  Gentleman  had  acquainted  us  from  whom 
He  received  this  Inform.ation  ;  or  where  this  mofi  con- 
■jlderable  Body  lyes  incog  ;  for  hitherto  They  have  not 
thought  fit  to  reveal  Themfelves,  The  principal  Mer- 
chants and  Traders  in  Wine,  Tobacco  and  Sugar,  as 
well  as  in  feveral  Commodities  already  excifcd,  not 
only  in  London  and  Southwark,  but  likewife  in  leveral 
difiant  Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  have  already,  declared 
-^2;^in'ii  this  Scheme,  in  the  moil  publick 'Manner  ;  and 
it  is  expefted  that  others  v/ill  foon  follow  their  Example. 
It  is  therefore  high  Time  for  the  Letter-Writer  to  pro- 
duce his  Party  ;  and  1  wifh  that  their  mojl  conjiderable 
Traffick  may  not  be  found  to  confift  in  Stocks,  Fenfions 
and  Places. 

My  Extrafls  from  the  Writings  of  Dr.  ITAvenant, 
on   this  Subjert,    are  intirely  miftaken  by    the  Letter- 
Writer,  as  well  as  the  End,  for  which  I  quoted  them ; 
iince,  even  in  the  earlieft  Times,  there  was  certainly  a 
'great  Conjumption   of  Commodities,    in  this  Kingdom, 
though  but  little  Trade  ;    and  yet  our  Anceftors  would 
:  never  come  into  this  Method  of  raifing  Money,    Befides, 
'  I  acknov^7lcdged   that  Dr.  WAvenant  mdde  no  Diftinc- 
tion  between   Cuftcms  and   Excifes,    but    confounded 
Them  together,  under  the  general  Name  o^ Loads  upon 
Induftry ;    and   therefore   the   Gentleman  might  have 
foared  his  Remarks,  upon  that  Head. 

It  is  certain  that  when  Duties  ofCufoms  were  iirfl: 

laid  on  Trade,  the  Money  arifing  from  them   was  in-"" 

tended  for   the  Protection  of  the  Merchant.     This   is 

'^evident  from   all  our  anticnt  Laivs,    for  laying  Impo- 

■  fitions  on  Goods  imported  a.md  exported ;    nay,  even  fo 

lately  as  in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  the  2d,    This 

appears    to  be  the   Scnie  of  I'arliamcnt ;    for   in  the 

Preamble  to  the  A61  of  the  izth  of  that  Reign,    it  is 

faid  that  the  Commons  repofing  a  Truft  in  his  Majcfy 

for  guarding  the  Seas  againjl  all  Perfons,  who  may  en- 
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deavour   to   difturb  our  Trade,    &c.     T^hey  gra7it  the 
.  Tonnage  ^/W  Poundage. — But  whether  it  was  prudent 
in  the  Letter-Writer  to  inlift  upoxi  this  Topick,  let  the 
Reader  judge. 

.  His  Arguments  from  the  Pradlice  of  Hollmid,  as  a 
Pattern  for  Great  Britain,  are  fo  extremely  weak,  and 
have  been  fo  fully  aniwer'd  already  in  *  ofie  of  ni'^ 
former  Papers,  that  I  fhall  only  add  an  Obfervation  of 
Mr.  de  Wit',  who  fays  diredlly,  that  the  great  Duties 
and  Excifes  on  the  Trade  is/' Holland  have  hinder'' d  the 
Enlargement  of  it ',  and,  if  not  takc?i,  Care  of  in 
^im.e,  will  be  the  Lojs  of  its  Commerce. 

I  never  defign'd  to  iniinuate,  as  the  Ge7itle?nan  is 
•-pleafed  to  Hate  my  Argument,  that  the  Subject  ought 
not  to  pay  either  Cuftoms,  or  Excifes ;  but  that  neither 
of  Them  ought  to  be  ftretch'd  fo  high,  as  to  deftroy 
Trade,  by  which  only  They  can  be  paid,  and  the 
Government  fupported. 

He  hath  likcwife  t?.ken  a  great  deal  of  unneceiTary 
Pains  to  prove  that  the  Dependence  of  the  down  on  the 
Subjeft,  for  its  Support,  is  more  eligible,  in  a  free' 
Country,  than  the  Dependence  of  the  Subjeft  on  ths 
Crown,  for  their  Properties.  Tills,  I  fay,  was  un- 
neceiTary j  becaufe  I  admitted  it,  in  my  Argument, 
under  the  Suppofition  that  We  might  always  rely  on 
a  zvife  and  nncorrupt  Parliament. 

But  tliough  the  antiejit  Tenures  and  Services,  by 
which  our  Anceilors  held  their  Eilates,  gave  the 
'Crown  an  exorbitant  Pczver,  which  is  now  happily 
abolifn'd  ;  it  does  not,  in  the  leail,  affeft  my  Argu- 
ment, that  our-  Debts,  Taxes  and  Officers  have  given 
the  Cro'.vn  another  Kind  of  Pozver,  imhicxvn  to  our 
Tore  fathers. 

The  Letter-Writer  alTci-ts  that  We  had  no  Liberty 
before  thePcTolution  ;  which  I  deny  ;  but  fuppofmg  it  to 
be  true,  h  That  a  Reafon  for  our  giving  it  up,  at  prei'ent  .^ 

*  See  //'^Argument,  /    59. 
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The  Pecp'e  of  England  have,  no  Doubt,  acquired 
great  Advantages  by  their  late  glorious  Struggles  for 
Libert  ;  which.  They  have  purchafed  at  an  immenfe 
Price  of  Blood  and  Trea  fare  j  and  therefore  They  ought 
to  be  the  more  cautious  of  lofmg  it  again. 

At  length,  this  Writer  is  obliged  to  *  acknowledge, 
that  althowyh  ihs  Conlumer  bears  the  Burthen  of  every 
'Tax,  '^et  his  Intereit  and  That  of  the  fair  Trader  are  fo 
clofely  CGnnefied  ana  bkfided  together,  that  it  is  almoft 
ifnfojjible  to  feparate,  or  diftiyiguifb  Them  from  one  ano  ■ 
ther  ;  but  his.  Method  of  explaining  This  is  equally- 
extraordinary  with  his  other  Reafonings ;  for  though  it 
mull:  be  confeisM  that  the  Pra^ice  of  Smuggling  is  very 
injurious  to  the  fair  Trader,  as  well  as  to  the  Revenue, 
by  enabling  "the  clan'define  Dealer  to  lell  the  fame  Goods 
chep.pvr,  and  thereby  leffening  his  Trade  ;  I  cannot  ap- 
prehend it  to  be  a  neceffary  Confequence,  that  He  muji 
be  obliged  to  enhance  the  P'alue  of  Them,  in  Proportion 
AS  He  finds  the  Demands  for  The?n  leflen'd,  and  that 
the  fmaller  the  Quantity  is  of  any  Thing  He  fells,  the 
greater  muft  be  the  Price,  that  He  muf  have  for  it. — ■ 
According  to  this  Doctrine,  the  Price  of  Commodities 
mull:  te  proportion'd  to  the  Extent  of  the  Trader  s 
Bufnejs  I  without  any  Ps.egard  to  the  P/ff;^/);,  or  Scarcity, 
or  to  the  Fent  and  Demand  for  them  ;  Vv^hich  is  con- 
trary to  all  the  Experience  oi  Trade,  fmce  the  World 
begun. 

On  the  other  Hand,  I  apprehend  that  the  Praftice 
of  Pvun?iing  Goods  obliges  the  fair  Trader  to  fink  his 
Price,  in  order  to  keep  fome  Pace  with  the  clandeftine 
Dealer ;  and  therefore  immediately  aifefls  Him,  in  the 
moil  fenfible  Manner;  though  I  am  ready  to  allow 
that  the  Confumer  may  feel  it,  at  lafc,  in  the  Deficien- 
cies of  the  Revejiue. 

•>    For  this  Realbn,  I  believe  the  Merchant,  Importer  and 
fair  Trader  would  willingly  concur  in  any  reafonabie 

f  Courant,  Dec.  i6th. 
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Meafmes,  for  putting  an  End  to  this  clandejiine  Traffic^ ^ 
but  \{  the  cheaper  an'j  Commodity  is  fold,  the  more  of  it 
unll  be  corfumed^  They  can  never  agree  to  an  Excife, 
which  will  certainly  make  Them  dearer ;  and  conie- 
quently  encourage  Smuggling  ;  for  notwithftanding  the 
Letter-Writer's  poor  Fallacy,  it  is  as  demonilrable  as 
any  Propofition  in  Euclid,  that  this  mifchievous  PraSIice 
is  chiefly  occahon^d  by  high  Duties  i  and  whilit  They 
are  continued,  all  the  Laws  in  the  World  will  not  be 
able  to  prevent  it. 

The  Gentlemayi  tells  us  Himfelf  that  not  only  Wines 
and  Brandies,  but  all  other  Sorts  of  Merchandize  Hre 
iiill  run  and  vended,  in  the  moil  publick  Manner,  on 
the  Sea-Coajis.  if  tlierefore  thi4  Method  of  Co  I  led  ion 
hath  not  prevented  the  Running  of  thofe  Cotn?nodities, 
which  are  already  excifed-,  how  can  We  expeft  that  it 
will  put  a  Stop  to  the  fame  Praftice  in  others  ? 

The  defperate  Oppofition,  which  the  Cufto7n-houfe 
Officers  meet  with,  in  the  Execution  of  their  Dutv^ 
notwithftanding  the  fevere  Penalties  on  Oiienders,  may 
farther  convince  us  of  this  Truth,  and  is  another  Proof 
that  it  is  abfolutely  impradlicable  to  prevent  Rmmi?ig, 
without  lowering  the  Duties;  for  can  Excifemen  be 
thought  better  able  to  refift  fuch  refolute  Gangs  of 
Men  than  the  Officers  ofCujtoms,  however  large  and 
coercive  their  Powers  may  be  made  ?  For  my  Part,  I 
am  firmly  perfuaded  by  Experience  that  no  Puniih- 
ments  whatever,  even  Death  itfelf,  "^vould  eiiec>u?.I]y 
ilbp  this  PraSice,  whilll:  the  Temptation  to  it  coii- 
tinues  fo  great ;  not  even  though  a  numerous  f}andi?!g 
Army  fhould  be  made  Ufe  of  to  put  the  Laws  in  Exe- 
cution ;  for  though  the  Gentleman  himself  feems  to- 
diflike  fuch  an  Expedient ;  yet  it  is  Vv^ell  known  that 
our  militaiy  Forces  have  been  often  employ'd  in  that 
Service,  upon  the  Sea  Coafts,  (as  I  think  ibme  of  them 
are  at  preient)  with  but  little  EiFeft. 

It  muft  be  admitted  that  there  is  a  great  Inequality 
between  Thofe^  ^vho  buy  'run  Goods,  and  Thofe,  who 

deal 
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deal  with  thtfairTrader,  which,  ought  to  be  prevented, 

ifpoffible.  But  frill  the  Queftion  returns,  whether  an 
Excife  will  do  it.  I  have  given  my  Reafons  why  it 
will  not;  and  I  think  them  fufficlently  conlirm'd,  in 
the  Cafe  of  Tea  ;  hr  xKom^  the  Revenue-,  upon  this 
Article,  may  have  been  confiderably  in  ere  a  fed,  and  a  lefs 
Su?n  of  Money  may  have  been  paid  into  the  Exchequer, 
on  Account  i?/' Seizures,  Jince  thofe  Duties  zvere  converted 
into  Excifes,  as  the  Letter-Writer  afierts ;  I  am  far 
from  thinking  it  the  natural  Confequence  of  that  A£t ; 
for  it  is  certain  that  more  l^ea  hath  been  run  fmce^ 
than  at  any  Time  before.  This  Improvement  of  the 
Revenue  muiL  be  therefore  owing  to  fome  other  Caufes  ; 
fuch  as  the  great  Increafe  of  the  Confumption  of  Tca^ 
which  is  now  become  almoft  univerfal,  by  the  prevail- 
ing Spirit  of  Lu.xury  i  and,  perhap3,  partly  occafion'd 
by  the  late  Cheapnefs  of  5//^^r.— But  We  fhail  be 
better  able  to  judge  of  this  Affair  by  an  authentick 
Account  of  Seizures,  which  is  much  more  to  be 
credited  than  fuch  a  Writerh  AlTertion. 

But  I  mufi  inform  this  Gentleman  that  when  I  faid 
the  Seizures,  former^  made,  bear  no  Proportion  to 
Thofe  of  late  Tears,  I  did  not,  by  formerly,  mean  a 
thoufnd  Tears  ago,  but  fmce  We  have  had  a  Trade ; 
for  though  Pie  is  pleafed  to  be  mofl:  unmerciful  arch, 
on  this  Occaiion",  it  is  certain  that  there  were  Duties, 
on  Trade,  and  We  had  a  large  Trade,  for  many  Years, 
by  v/hich  the  Nation  gained  immenfe  Riches,  v^dthout 
any  Complaints  o^ Smuggling  ;  but  as  Taxes  were  mul- 
tiply'd  and  increafed,  the  Praftice  of  Running  hath 
gain'd  Ground,  and  the  national  Proiit  by  Trade  hath 
been  greatly  diminiili'd. 

I  hope  the  Letter-Writer  is  fom.ewhat  miftaken  in  * 
his  Calculation,    vv^hen  He  {^y?,  that  the  Publick  is  de- 
frauded of    at  leaf,    one  third  Part  of  its  Revenues  i 
for   if  This   is    the  Cafe,    it  mull:    be   owing  to  the 
Frauds  of  the  Officers  them.felves,  in  joining  v/ith  the 

Y  3  \  Smugglers', 
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Smugglers  i  and  I  am  at  a  Lofs  to  apprehend  how 
That  will  be  remedied  hy  an  Exdfe. 
^  We  now  come  to  the  Ge?:tle -man's  concludhig  Paper, 
in  which  He  recapitulates  the  Subftance  of  his  pre- 
ceding Argument?,  and  makes  fome  farther  Obferva- 
tion?,  which  may  be  thought  to  deferve  a  little  Notice, 
before  I  take  my  Leave  of  Him. 

He  tells  us  that  even  the  Land-Tax  itfelf  is  col- 
lefted  in  the  fam.e  Manner  with  Excifes ;  and  that  all 
Cafes,  relating  to  it,  are  determinable  in  the  fam.e 
fummary  Manner ;  v/hereas  I  always  thought  that  this 
Tax  was  levied  by  Farijh  Officers,  and  that  all  Dif- 
putes  were  left  to  the  Decifion  of  the  Cornmijfi oners- 
ef  Taxes,  who  are  appointed  by  Parliament,  not  by 
the  Crown. 

He  purpofely  avoided  offering  a?iy  Thing,  as  He  in- 
forms us,  in  Anfwerjo  what  I  have  [aid  concerning  the 
Danger,  that  fuch  a  Scheme  zuould  produce,  with' 
Regard  to  national  Liberty,  by  the  Increafe  of  Officers, 
that  it  muft  be  attended  zvith  -,  becaiife  He  cannot  ima- 
gine that  I  was  ferious  myfelf,  when  I  made  that  Ob-- 
jeSiion,  but  that  I  did  it  either  out  of  A/nufement ,  or 
Pleafantry. — No  really,  what  I  obferved,  upon  that 
Head,  was  in  downright  fiber  Sadnefs.  Perhaps,  it  may 
proceed,  as  He  wittily  remarlcs,  from  2i  blind  Bigotry 
to  Patriotifm  i  but  fo  it  is,  that  I  cannot  for  my  Life 
put  it  out  of  my  Head,  that  fuch  an  itifinite  Multi- 
plicity ^Officers,  immediately  under  the  DireSlion  of 
the  Crown,  mujl  have  fome  Sort  of  Influence  over 
Thofe,  zoho  lye  at  their  Mercy ;  and  therefore  the 
Gentleman  would  have  done  a  generous  A61,  at  leait 
in  endeavouring  to  fet  fuch  a  poor,  deluded  Wretch  as 
myfelf  a  little  right  in  his  Judgment,  as  to  this  Point. 

He  hath  likewife  forgot  to  take  any  Notice  oi  another 
Point,  upon  which  1  laid  no  fmall  Strefs ;  I  mean  that 
the  Execution  of  this  Scheme  hath  a  natural  and  im- 
mediate Tendency  to  ^?  General   Excise.     Perliaps, 


APPENDIX.        2j^ 

this  Apprehenfion  like  wife  may  proceed  from  the /am& 
Bigotry,  and  therefore  beneath  the  Letter-Writer'' s  Ob- 
fervation  j  but  as  the  Publick  feems  to  have  paid  fome 
Regard  to  it,  I  ^vill  venture  to  make  one  Remark 
farther,  on  the  fame  SubjeSi. 

In  my  general  Argument,  I  gave  the  Reader  a  Cata- 
logue oi  thofe  faxes,  which  are  already  co]Ie6led  by  the 
Lazvs  ofExcife.  I  /hall  now  explain  this  Point  a  little 
farther,  by  enumerating,  as  well  as  I  can  recolleft  at 
prefenr,  the  different  Trades  and  Occupations ,  which 
are  affeded  by  this  Method  of  Collection. 


Brezoers ,     Dijlillers ,     Inn- ' 
kepeers,  ViBualers,   Coffee-men, 
Vintners,     Mum ,    Cyder    and 
Ferry-makers,    Maljrers,   Jzveet\ 
Wine-makers,  Vinegar-makers ; — 

Soap-Boilers,  Druggifts,  Gro- 
cers, Tallow-Chandlers,  Starch- 
makers ,  Perfumers ,  Peruke- 
makers,  Barbers,  Chandlers; — . 


And  all  other  Per-' 
fons,  making,  im- 
porting, or  dealing  in 
excifeable  Liquors. 

And  all  other  Per- 
fons  concern'd  inT^^, 
Coffee,    Chocolate^ 
Starch,  Powder,  &c. 


And  feveral  other 


thefe  Commodities^ 


Hop-Planters,  Tanners,  Own-'~} 
trs    of  Salt-Pits,    Leather-Sel- 
lers ,      Linne?i-Drapers ,    Paper- 
makers  ,      Paper-Stdiners,    Cal- 
licoe  and  Lin?ien-Printers,  Pafte- 
Board,    Mill-Board,   and  Scale-  V  ^^^^"^  concern'd  in 
Board-?nakers ,       Gold-Smiths,       ^^a-^^^^S'    or  vending 
Silver-Smiths,    and    Workers  of 
Plate,  Wire-Drawers,   and  Re- 
finers of  gilt  and  Silver  Wire, 
Card-?nakers,  Dice-makers ;       j 

What  I  would  obferve  from  hence  is,  that  Excifes 
have  already  extended  themfelves  into  the  Shops,  Ware- 
hcufes  and  Families  of  a  very  great  Number   of  the 

moll: 
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ftioft  coniiderable  Subjec5ts  of  Great  Britnin.  It  miy 
therefore  be  proper  to  ask,  in  this  Place,  what  the  Ad- 
vocates for  Excifes  mean,  when  They  teJI  us  that  there 
js  no  Defign  of  bringing  them  into  private  Fa?mlies. 
Do  They  exclude  all  Ferfons,  who  keep  a  Shop,  or  deal 
in  Goods,  out  of  this  Number  ?  If  They  do,  all  the 
Cities  and  great  trading  Towns  in  England  confift  of 
little  lefs  than  puhlick  Houfes  i  which  I  take  to  be  a 
new  Dodrine  ;  and  if  none  but  Taverns,  Inns,  and  o- 
ther  Houfes  of  pub  lick  Enter  tainme?it  ought  to  pafs  un- 
der that  Denominition,  according  to  the  Notion  of  our 
Forefathers,  it  follo^vs  that  Excifes  have  already  forced 
themfelves  into  very  great  Numbers  of  private  Families,. 
and  mull  become  almoll  univerfal,  by  the  Execution  of 
fuch  a  Scheme. 

The  Letter-tor  iter  hath  advanced  one  Argument,  at* 
the  Conclufion  of  his  Papers,  in  Favour  of  Excifes, 
which  Ke-  delivers  in  Terms  of  great  Tendernels  for 
the  People  of  Z/To-Zr-W i  viz.  that  it  v/ill  prevent  thofe 
fbameful  Adulterations  and  pernicious  Mixtures,  "^vith 
which  the  Retailers  too  often  compound  their  Commo- 
dities, to  the  Prejudice  of  the  Revenue,  and  the  fair 
grader,  as  well  as  the  Health  of  his  Majefty's  Subjeds. 
This  Charge  is  level'd,  I  fuppofe,  at  the  VirJners  ; 
and  I  have  often  heard  the  fame  Argument  made  Ufe 
of  in  private  Converfation.  Indeed,  it  is  the  only  Ar- 
gument I  could  ever  yet  hear,  in  Favour  of  Excifes, 
which  carries  the  leaft  Air  of  Plaufibility.  But  when 
it  is  fully  examiined,  it  will  be  found  to  be  without 
Foundation  ;  for  ii'thcFintner  will  be  content  to  pay 
the.  fill  Duty  for  all  the  Liquor  He  fells,  I  prefume  the 
Crozun  will  not  infpedl  very  nicely  into  the  Materials, 
of  which  it  is  compounded  ;  or  that  the  Vintner  will 
be  prohibited  to  mix  bad  Wine  with  good  \  and  I  be- 
lieve it  Vv^iil  be  granted  that  He  may  better  afford  to 
pay  Duty  for  Cyder,  or  other  Ingredients,  which  He 
can  buy  very  cheap  at  home,    than  for  Witie  from 

abroad o 
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abroad.  But  fuppofmg  that  this  Scheme  Yf0Vi\6.  pi-event 
all  Adulter ation^otk  at  home  and  abroad ;  in  fuch  a  Cafe, 
I  think  it  demonilrable  that  it  mull  inhance  the  Pr/V^; 
and  then  let  me  ask,  whether  it  is  not  reafonable  to  fup- 
poie  that  it  would  leffen  the  Co?ifu?nptio?t,  and  confe- 
qaently  diminiih  the  Revenue  ?  Nay,  Ihould  This  like- 
wife  be  deny'd,  and  it  could  be  proved  that  an  Excife 
would  abfolutely  prevent  all  Adulteration^  without  in- 
liancing  the  Pricey  or  leffening  the  Confumption,  I  be-' 
lieve  it  will  be  granted,  at  leaft,  that  a  much  greater 
^antity  muft  be  imported ;  which,  being  fufficiently 
large  already,  may  happen  to  turn  the  Ballance  of  Trade 

'againil  u?. So  that  take  this  AiFair  in  what  Light 

you  pleafe,  I  cannot  poffibly  fee  how  an  Excife  upon 
Wine  can  be  of  any  Advan  tage  to  i^Viq  Confumer,  the 
Revenue^  or  the  Nation  in  general. 

But  thefe  Things,  perhaps,  have  no  moreenter'd  info 
tiie  Proje^or'^s  Head  than  the  Lofs,  which  fuch  a  Scheme 
Vv'ill  inevitably  bring  on  the  Kingdom,  by  the  Decreafe 
of  our  Navigation  ;  and  it  may  be  fafeiy  pronounced 
that  if  there  is  no  Method  of  eafing  thofe  Duties,  which 
principally  affeft  our  Trade  and  ManufaftureSy  they 
v^dll  never  be  eafed  ;  for  an  Excife  may  leffen  the  pre- 
fent  Security  for  the  Payment  of  the  Principal  and  Inte- 
xt'^^  of  our  Debts  ;  but  it  will  never  ftreng'chenj-or  en- 
large it. 

1  have  now  done  with  the  Letter-writer  ;  and  think 
it  hath  been  fully  proved  that  He  hath  not  advanced 
one  Argument,  in  Favour  of  this  Scheme,  which  can  be 
thought  to  have  any  Weight,  when  brought  to  the  Tell 
of  Examination.  The  v/hole  Courfe  of  his  Reafonings 
confifts  in  nothing  eife  but  falfe  Rotations,  little  trick- 
ing Fallacies,  in  fating  ?ny  Argu7nent,  and  a  conflant 
Evafion  of  the  Point  in  Debate. 

There  is  another  Writer,  who  hath  been  plcafed  to 
favour  the  Publick  with  fome  Conf  derations  on  my  late 
EfTays  upon  this  Subje^.  By  his  Proemiumy  in  Praife 
Qi  Taxes,  and  Proje^ors,  He  feems  to  be  fgme  little 

Limb 
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Limb  of  the  Excise;  who  thinks  him.elf  obliged  to 
bear  his  Share  in  this  honourable  Work,  by  Way  of 
p7-jonal  Service  for  the  Tenure  of  his  Place.  Indeed , 
He  gives  himfelf  the  Air  of  a  Scholar  and  a  Wit,  1:  v  in- 
terlarding his  Remarks  with  a  Scrap  or  two  of  Latin 
and  a  Fre?ich  Verfe  -,  bendes  fome  other  Flights  of  Ge- 
jmns,  to  diflinguilh  his  Abilities.  But  for  God's  Sake, 
wh}'  all  this  Trouble  to  prove  that  an  Excifeman  n:ay 
be  a  very  erudite  and  ingenious  Perjon  ?  I  vras  fully 
convinced  of  it  t'other  Day  by  a  Couple  of  Lines  in  an 
hafpennj  Ballad,  which  I  bought  in  the  Street.  I  hope 
the  worthy  Gentleman  will  be  fo  good  as  to  accept  of 
them,  in  Reiuin  for  the  Favour,  which  He  "hath 
done  Me. 

Befdes,  We  all  knozv  They  are  mighty  well  bred  % 
For  every  one  of  Ihem  can  both  write  and  read. 

But  He  will  expert,  no  Doubt,  that  I  fhould  like- 
wie  take  fome  Notice  of  the  principal  Deiign  of  this 
enccelleiit  Treatife  ;  1  hat  is,  to  prove  that  an  Excife  upon 
Tobacco  and  Wine  ( which  is,  at  length,  acknow- 
ledged to  be  Part  of  the  prefent  Scheme)  will  not  only 
be  of  great  Service  to  the  Revenue,  and  the  Nation  in 
general,  but  likevv  ile  of  inf.nite  Advantage  to  the  parti- 
cular Traders  in  thofe  Commodities. What  ftrange 

blind  Creatures  mull  They  be,  not  to  fee  their  ovjn  In- 
tcreft,  when  it  is  io  plainly  pointed  out  to  Them  by 
this  honeft  Advocate  /^r  Projectors  and  Taxes  ? 

He  hath  already  received  an  *  A.nfwer  to  thefe  Con- 
f  derations,  as  far  as  they  i  elate  to  the  Toe  a  ceo 
Trade;  w^hich  feems  to  be  written  hy  ?>.  Gentleman, 
very  well  acquainted  with  that  Branch  of  our  Co?nmerce. 
It  Vv'ould  therefore  be  needlefs  lor  me  to  add  any  Thing 
to  it  ;  but  I  mult  beg  Leave  to  quote  one  PalTage  out 

of 


*  An  Anfwer  to  the  Coniiderations,  occafion*d  by  the 
Crafcfman  i^p'm  Excifer,  fo  far  as  it  relates  to  the  To- 
bacco Trade. 
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of  it,  which  will  ferve  to  illuftrate  and  Hrengthcn  my 
general  Argument  againft  Excijes.  " 

The  Gentleman  obferves  very  well,     "  that  Part  of 
'^  the  Duty  now  payable  on  'Tobacco,  call'd  the  hnpoft, 
"  (which  is  id. per  lib.)  was  firil  laid  on  that  Comjno- 
"  dit^  in  the  firft  Year  of  the  Reign  of  King  James  the 
"  zd,  by  an  Acl,   in  titled  an  A5i  for  granting  to  his 
*'  Majeft'^  an  hnpofition  on  Tobacco    and  Sugar  ; 
•'  and  was  to  be  levy'd  on  the  Confwner,  or  firft  Buyer, 
"  and   put  under  Cofnmijponer s ,   appointed    for   that 
*'  Purpofe,  diitinft  from  the  Co?n?niJJi oners  of  Cufiomsi 
*'  but  This  being  found  burthenfome  to  the  Trader,  and 
^'  al'o  a  Lofs  to  the  Revenue,  the  Minifiry,  touch'd  with 
"  the  Hardfnips  the  Merchant  lay  under,   and  alfo  the 
"  Detriment   to   the  Revenue,  moved  the  Parliament ; 
"  and  accordingly,  by  an  A(^  of  the   7th  and  8th  of 
*'  Wiirumi  the  %d,  it  was  enacted,  that  the  faid  Duty, 
'•^  granted   by  the   faid  Ad   in  the  firfi  Year  of  the 
■*'  Reign  of  the  late  .King  James,  and  which,  by  the  faid 
"  A£l,  is  made  payable  by  the  iirft  Buyer,  and  fubjeSl 
"  to  the  V-.i!hE5  OF  Excise,  in  the  feveral  Parts   of 
*'  the  Management  thereof,  fould,  for  the  future,  be 
"^  under  the  Management  of  the  Commissioners  of 

**  THE  Customs.-- This  Method  of  raifmg  Duties 

"  on  Tobacco ■>  by  an  Excife,  w^as,  by  the  "Experience  of 
*'  ten  Tears,  found  to  anfwer  r^o  good E'/id.  It  harrafs'd 
*'  the  il^ftVY.^^?///,  ^■ad.h&nWih^  Revenue.  Th.Q  fame 
"  Caufe  will  ever  produce  >the  fame  Ejfe5i.  There- 
*'  fore,  it  is  hoped  that,  upon  the  Knowledge  of  an  Ex^ 
^'  cife  having  once  fail'd,  it  will  not  be  attempted  a 
*'  fecond  Time. 

I  think,  indeed,  that  the  Gentleman  hath  done  our 
Cmfiderer  too  much  Honour,  in  taking  fo  much  Notice 
ofthisFape?;  and  He  tells  us  him felf,  thatKefhould 
not  have  done  it,  -zvere  there  not  fome  Things  in  it, 
which  may  happen  to  tnifead  thofe  Perfons,  who  are  not 
acquainted  with  that  Branch  of  cur  Commerce. 

Perhap:,    fomebody  may  think  nt  to  do  the  Gentle- 
men of  the  Wine-Trade  the  fame  Juftice.    1  ihall  there- 
fore 
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fore  content  myfelf  with  thole  Remarks,  which  I  have 
already  made  on  thai  SubjeSt,  and  leave  the  farther 
Explanation  of  it  to  Thofe,  who  are  better  acquainted 
with  the  Particulars. 

The  Conjiderer  is  pleafed  to  let  us  know  that  Ke  is 
a  Bottle  Companion,    by  exprefling  the  great  Joy  of  his 
Heart,  that  when  this  Law  takes  Place,  one  may  fpend 
nn  Evening  agreeably,    and  be  the  better  for  it  the  next 
Day,    I  muft  likewife  be  fo  candid  as  to  own  that  I 
iove  a  Giafs  of  good  Wine  myfelf ;  but  I  think  it  a  little 
unreafonable  to  defire  that  Xo  large  a  Number  of  my 
Countrymen  fhould  be  chaired  down  and  hand-cuff  d, 
purely  to  prevent  now  and  then  a  little  Touch  of  the 
Head-ach.    An  Excife  would  take  away  the  Flavour  of 
the  beil  Wine  in  Chriftendofn  ',    for  I  hope  every  good 
Englijhfnan  loves   his   Liberty,    even   better   than   his 
Bottle.     If  the  Vintners,  therefore,  won't  ferve  us  with 
good  Wine,    let  us  leave  their  Houfes  and  content  our- 
felves  with  thofe  whoJefomc  and  agreeable  Liquors,  with 
which  our  ozon  Commodities   will    fupply   us  in  great 
Variety  and  Abundance.    But  if  the  politer  Part  of  the 
Nation   cannot  w^ean  themfelves  from  a  long  Habit  of 
drinking  foreign  Wines,    there  are  Hill  fome  good  of  all 
Sorts   to  be  had  ;    and   no  Point  in  the  World  can   be 
clearer    to  me,    than  that  an  Excife  may  make  them 
dearer,  but  cannot  pofiibly  inskt  them  better. — Hov/- 
ever,    I  mull  do  the  Conjiderer  the  Juitice  to  acknow- 
ledge  that  this  Argument  is  very  well  calculated  to   , 
catch  a  numerous  Body  of  our  Countrymen,    who  are 
commonly  diiiinguifh'd  by  the  Name  of  Topers. 

I  am  ready  to  agree  with  this  Gentleman,  that 
Favour  is  Oppression  to  all  Traders  but  Thok,  to 
whom  it  is  foewn',  and  therefore  I  am  againfl:  an 
Excife-,  becaufe  it  gives  the  Co?nmiJp oners  fuch  a  Power 
X)i  favouring,  or  oppr effing  the  Sabjeft,  as  They  think 
fit,  either  by  abfolutely  remitting  the  Penalties  of  the 
La-zv,  or  exacting  them  zvith  the  ut?/ioft  Rigour. 

He  is  a  little  unhappy  in  repeating  the  Argument  of 
liis  Fellow-Labourer  in  the  Courant ;    that  the  Craftf^ 

man 
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man  hath  not  produced  any  one  Inftance  of  Injuftice, 
in  the  Judgments  given  by  the  Commifftoners  of  the 
Excife ;  which  I  apprehend  to  be  fufficiently  anfwer'd 
in  the  former  Part  of  thefe  Papers.  He  adds,  that  ther^ 
hath  been  Jo  little  Reafon  to  complain  of 'Them,  thai  He 
hath  been  inform'd  there  have  7iot  been  three  Appeals 
brought,  fince  the  Appointment  of  that  Co7nmiJjton,  - 
I  am  very  far  from-qiieftioning  the  Truth  of  his  Infor- 
itiation,  in  this  Particular,  or  being  furprized  at  it ; 
for  when  I  confider  the  Nature  of  that  CommiJJlon,  I 
am  rather  inclined  to  wonder  that  there  ever  was  ib 
mucli  as  one  Appeal. 

He  is  pleafed  to  afiert  that  my  Rotations  from 
Mr.  Hampden  and  Mr.  Locke  are  no  Way  applicable 
to  the  "Point  in  Debate ;  and  that  they  relate  only  to 
Taxes,  or  Ex  elf es  on  our  native  Commodities.  —  Of 
fye,  Siirl  if  you  talk  at  this  Rate,  the  World  will  begin 
to  fufpedt  either  your  Learning,  or  your  Caufe  ;  for  the 
profefs'd  Defign  of  both  thofe  Writers  was  to  recom- 
mend a  Land-'TaXy  in  Preference  to  any  Duties  on 
■Cominodities,  whether  i?nported,  or  of  our  own  Pro- 
duBion.  Mr.  Locke,  indeed,  does  not  make  any  Dil- 
tindlion  between  Excifes  and  other  Taxes ;  nor  did  I 
quote  Him  for  that  Purpofe  ;  but  Mr.  Hampden  ex-, 
prefly  condemns  all  Excijes,  ?^'nd  inforces  his  Argument 
v/ith  fuch  Reafons,  as  I  think  unanfwerable. — Prethee, 
look  over  the  Writings  of  thefe  Gentlemen  once  more ; 
and  if  you  can  find  any  Thing  in  them,  that  will  be 
ef  Service  to  the  prefeni  Scheme,  you  are  Vv'elcomej:^ 
produce  it  \vith  all  my  Heart. 

I  am  forry  to  find  that  I  Hand  fo  ill  in  the  Opinion 
of  this  excellent  Writer ;  who  fets  me  forth  as  a  pievif>, 
little,  wrangling  Eelhw ',  but  I  coniider  his  Cafe  ;  He 
may,  perhaps,  think  the  Excise-Office  in  Danger ', 
and  therefore  I  heartily  forgive  Flim.  I  am  fure  the 
Reader  will  bear  me  Witnefs  that  I  have  preferved  my 
Temper  perfeflly  even  towards  Him,  and  treated  Him 
with  great  Civility,  notwithftanding  the  difagreeabie 
Charafter  He  hath  given  Me.  Nay,  I  fhould  not  have 
Vo  L,  X.  Z  taken 
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taken  even  this  curfoiy  Notice  of  his  ingenious  Con-- 
fiderations,  if  They  had  not  happen'd  to  fall  diredly  in 
iTiy  Way  ;  for  however  He  may  pleafe  to  reprefent:  me 
as  a  Perlbn,  who  make  the  jirfi  Gains  in  every  Difpute, 
I  can  _afrure  Him,  upon  the  Word  of  an  Author^  that 
I  nevcT-expeft  to  get  fo  much  as  one  Q-aftirnan  out 
cfany  of  his  Works. 

But  it  is  now  Time  to  draw  towards  a  ConcluHon  ; 
and,  in  order  to  it,  let  us  refleft  a  little  on  the  prefent 
State  of  Afairs.  The  Minifters  have,  at  length, 
triumphed  moft  glorioufly  in  their  Negotiations  j  and  I 
wiih  that  their  late  Treaties  may  be  built  on  as  folid 
a  Foundation  as  They  have  affared  us  Themfelves. 
We  are,  at  preient,  in  Peace  with  all  our  Neigh- 
ix)urs ;  and  there  are  no  /\ppearances  of  any  imme' 
diate  Rupture  in  any  Part  of  Europe.  We  have  no 
Fasftion  at  home,  confiderable  enough  to  diilurb  the 
Quiet  of  the  Government,  or  to  endanger  the  prefent 
Eftabhihment,  in  his  Majeily's  Family.  Our  only 
Uncafmefles,  Aniraofities  and  DifTentions  proceed  from 
forne  particular  Grievances,  which  might  be  ea/ily 
remedied.  But  this  ferene  Sky  may  be  foon  over- 
clouded again.  New  Diiturbances  may  break  out  in 
Europe,  and  involve  us  once  more  in  the  Quarrels  of 
ihe  Continent.  Let  us  therefore  husband  this  favoura- 
ble Opportunity,  by  reducing  our  Expences,  whilll 
the  prefent  Tranquility  lafts,  and  giving  the  People 
forne  Relief  from  thofe  various  Burthens,  which  publick 
Misfortunes,  and  publick  Neccfity  have  fo  long  obliged 
Them  to  bear. 

We  have,  indeed,  lately  {zzxi  a  moll:  extraordinary 
Doftrine  advanced ;  that  while  the  Affairs  of  Europe 
vjere  un fettled,  and  Danger  was  threaten' d  from  every 
^larter,  and  on  ever-^  Hand,  there  zvas  no  Temptation 
for  any  Power  to  e?nbroil  Themfelves  in  new  Diffcfil- 
ties  ;  but  n  o  v/  there  is  Leifure  for  Ambiticn  to  look 
round. 

This  Do6lrine   was  dcliver'd    by  Mr.  Walfngham, 
about  a  Fortnight  ago,  fi-om  the  Mouth  of  an  honoura- 
ble 
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hkPerfon,    whom  He  ftyka  in  Capitals  xhtCh r 

•  oi'tiie  Ex r ;  buc  it  is  fo  monfcrous  and  abfurd  a 

Propofition,-    that  I  cannot  believe  any  Gentkman,    of 
conif.ion  Senfe  and  DifcrpAion,  could  be  weak  enough  to 
Utter  it ;  for,  according  to  this  Principle,  Peace  itfelf  is 
a  Ciirfe,  inftead  of  a  BlefTnig  ;  and  the  more  iirmly  it 
is  eilabliili'd,-    the  more  Occafion  there  will  be  for  a 
fianding  Arm'j  ;    whereas  We  were  always  told  before, 
that    it  was  defired  only  till  Jffairs  could  be  fettled,, 
and  the  Tra/iquilih  of  Europe   refrcred.     But,  at   tliis 
Rate,    when   can    v7e    expc6t  any   RediiSiion   of  the 
A/iny  P    If  V/e  pre  fume   to   touch  upon  that  Topick 
^vhilil  Jffairs  are  in  the  leaf  ernhrGiVd^  We  arc  imme- 
diately   charged    with   s    Deilgn  of  encouraging  f)?ne 
foreign  Power   to    invade   us  j    and    when   they   are, 
fettled^    We  are   told  that  there  is  more  Reafon  to  be 
upon   our  Guard  than  before.  — I  am  really  aOiamed 
ofexpohng   fo  palpable  an  Abfurdity,    and  jfhall  leave 
Mr.  JValfingham  to  the  Corredtion  of  the  honourable 
_  Gentleman  himfelf,  for  putting y^s'ri'  Stuff  m  his  Mouth, 
—  Let  us  therefore  return  to  our  prefent  Subje6l. 

If  any  Writers  fhall  think  iit  to  bellow  any  Re- 
marks on  thefe  Papers ;  I  mufc  once  m.ore  requell 
Them  to  enter  into  the  Merits  of  the  Caufe,  by 
giving  a  direft  Anhver  to  our  principal  Objedlions 
againil:  the  Lazos  ofExcife,  with  Regard  to  the  Method 
of  Tryal,  in  tlio'e  Cafes ',  the  Intereft  of  Trade  ;  and 
the  Danger  to  national  Libert'^, 

We  infill  upon  all  thefe  Points,  in  Oppofition  to 
this  Method  of  collecting  the  publ'.ck  Revenues ;  and 
the  Pi'ojeBor,  ^•,  hoever  He  is,  mufi  not  imagine  tliat 
feme  little  Variations  in  his  Scheme  will  allay  the 
prefent  Heats  of  the  People.  Their  Objedlions  are 
general  againil  any  fuch  ProjeBy  and  nothing  but  to- 
tally receding  from  it  vdll  give  Them  Satisfaftion. 

It  will  not  be  improper,  nor  I  believe  difagreeable, 
to  iliuftrate  this  Point  by  a  parallel  Inllance,  of  modern 
Date,  in  our  own  Hiftory. 

Z  2  When 
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"When  the  famous  Bill  ofExclufion  was  under  Debate 
in  the  Ho^tfe  of  Commons-,  an  Expedie?it  was  ofFcr'd  by 
the  Court-Party  to  prevent  the  Danger  from  a  Popijh 
Succefflir,  by  certain  Limitations,  in  order  to  defeat 
the  Bill  I  upon  which  Col.  Titus  obferved,  that  to 
accept  ff/' Expedients,  to  fecure  the  Proteftant  Religion, 
after  fuch  a  King  had  mounted  the  Throne,  zvould  be 
as  flrange  as  if  there  were  a  Lyon  /2?  the  Lobby,  and 
We  fhould  make  a  Vote  to  fecure  ourfelves,  by  letting 

HIM      INTO      THE      HouSE      and    CHAINI'NG     HiM, 

rather  than  by  keeping  FIim  out.  ——A  Popifb 
Prince  cannot  be  more  deilruilive  to  our  religious 
Plights  than  an  Excife  will  be  to  our  civil  Liberties', 
and  there  is  little  Difference  between  an  Ingiiifition  and 
a  general  Excife-Office,  but  as  one  regards  our  Faitby 
,  and  the  other  our  Eftates. 

We  faw  this  horrible  Monfler  advancing  towards  us  f 
and  have  fpared  no  Pains  to  keep  Him  out  of  the 
Lobby,  as  well  as  the  Ploufe  i  but  if  He  Ihould  have 
the  Confidence  to  thruit  in  his  Head  there ;  We  rely 
upon  the  Virtue  of  our  Reprefentatives  in  Parliament, 
that  They  will  concur  with  their  Principals,  and  unite 
their  Endeavours  to  kick  Him  out  again. 

To  fpeak  without  a  Metaphor,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  Houfe  ofCofnmons  will  reje6l  any  Propofal  for 
loading  us  with  fieza  Excifes  i  and  if  the  Projecfor 
Ihould  perfift  in  his  Scheme,  He  mull:  expe6t  to  have 
it  call'd  by  his  czvn  Name  (according  to  the  old  Roman 
Cuflom)  and  dehver'd  dov/n,  as  a  Brand  of  Infamy 
on  his  Memory,  to  all  fucceeding  Generations. 

I  ihall  therefore  conclude  with  a  PafTage  in  Scripture  i 
which  I  recommend  to  his  ferious  Coniideration.  —  // 
mujl  needs  be,  that  Offences  come  j  but  Woe  to  that 
Man,  by  zvhom  the  Offence  cometh. — //  were  better 
for  Him  that  a  Milftone  were  han^d  about  his  Neck  % 
^nd  that  He  were  drozvi-fd  in  the  Depth  of  the  Sea. 

D. 

A  P  P  E  N. 
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Extracts  from  a  Pamphlet  IfitttUdj 
Remarks  on  the  horrible  Oppreilions, 
Infolencies,  and  unjuftifiable  Partialities 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Ex- 
cise, y^. 

H  E  Author  having  charged  thefe  Gentle- 
7nen,  in  feveral  Parts  of  his  Treatife,  with 
Tyranny,  Barbarity,  and  Extortion,  con- 
cludes it  with  feveral  particular  Examples, 
which  he   introduces  in    the   following 
Manner. 
"  And   that  this  Charge  may  not  be  counted   too 
heavy,  and  this  Book  be  branded  with  the  fame  In- 
juftice  it  is  wrote  to  expofe,  I  fhall  a  little  defcend  to 
Particulars,  and  give  you  a   few,  out  of  the  ialinite 
Crowd  0^ prodigious  Excejfes  They  have  been  guilty 
of. 

"  'Tis  true,  that  the  Laws  of  Excife  are  very  levere ; 
and,  without  Doubt,  'tis  necelTary  that  when  Taxes 
are  charged  on  the  Subjeft,  Methods  ought  to  betaken 
to  lecure  the  Payment  to  the  Government ;  and  I'his 
is  both  juil  to  the  Government,  and  to  one  another, 
that  the  £"^^^^?///)'  of  Taxes  may  be  regulated;  fince 
what  is  deficient  in  one^  is  always  made  good  upon 
the  zvhole-  Nation. 

Z  3  _'*  But 
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"  But  this  Severity  of  the  Lazvs  does  no  where  require 
cruel  and  rigorous  Exactions  ;  barbarous,  delbudlive 
and  furious  falling  upon  Men  and  Families ;  of  which 
the  follovv^ing  is  an  Inilance,  all  good  Men  mull  read 
with  Abhorrence. 

"  About  the  Year  there  was  an  honeft  and  very 

induilrious  Man,  a  DiHiller,  by  Name  Richard  Stan- 
ley^ a  Quaker,  who  lived  in  Wapping,  and  carried  on 
his  Trade  with  a  tolerable  Profpedl ;  but  having  fe- 
veral  Loiles,  and  a  large  Family,  did  no,t  make  ib 
current  Payment  as  the  Coramijjioners  required,  being 
in  Arrears  146/.   \zs. 

*'  T}>is  Man  had  ordered  fome  new  Backs  to  be  made, 
and  fet  up  in  his  Workhoufe,  and  they  were  then 
iinilhing,  but  not  quite  done  ;  the  Backmaker  having, 
at  leail,  a  Week's  Work  to  do  on  them,  to  make  them 
fit  for  Ufe, 

**  The  Diftiller  thought  it  was  foon  enough  to  enter 
thefe  Backs  at  the  Office,  when  they  (hould  be  iinilhM 
and  fit  for  Ufe  ;  and  in  the  mean  Time,  they  were  {o 
far  from  being  oifer'd  to  be  conceal'd,  that  the  Work- 
men were  publickly  at '  work  on  them,  and  the 
Officers  every  Day  faw  them  in  the  Houfe. 
"  Notwithftanding  this,  the  Officer 

by  Name,  flaying  as  long,  till  he  thought  the 
Pretence  would  bear,  informs  againil  this  Man,  for 
eredling  thefe  nezu  Backs,  v/ithout  entring  them  ;  and 
the  CommiJEoners,  according  to  their  ufual  Juftice, 
concurring  with  the  Officer,  condemn  the  poor  Man 
to  pay  80  /.  for  this  pretended  Fraud. 
**  This,  added  to  his  former  Debt,  made  it  226  /. 
1 2  J",  which  the  poor  Man  being  unable  to  pay  fo 
foon  as  They  required  it,  They  fa  1  upon  him  with 
moil  unfufierable  and  unparallelM  Fury. 
**  His  Still-Hoiife,  which  coil  him  above  500  /.  to 
eredl.  They  puli'd  all  to  pieces ;  tore  up  his  StilJs 
and  Backs]    and   appraifmg  them  afcer  their  own 

"  Manner, 
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Manner,  and  at  their  abfolnte  Pleafure,  fold  them 
mofl:  unreafonably  below  the  real  Value. 
*'  They  fold  three  Stills,  with  Worms  and  Tubs^  for 
1 20  /.  and  the  poor  Man  makes  it  appear,  that  one  of 
thofe  Stills y  by  the  Weight  of  the  Copper,  came  to 
102  /.  and  cofl:  him  fo  much  dXfecond  Hand  but  a 
few  Months  before. 

"  The  Backsy  and  all  the  wooden  Worky  which  coft 
him  above  150  /.  and  which  was  all  in  good  Con- 
dition, fit  for  the  Trade,  They  fold  for  3  /.  19  j.  6  d, 
or  thereabouts. 

"  They  fold  as  much  Spirits  for  7/.  as  They  them- 
felves  had  charged  the  poor  Man  with  18/.  Duty  to 
the  King. 

"  And  thus  ihtpoor  Man  and  his  Family  were  en- 
tirely ruin'd  and  turn'd  out  of  Doors ;  and  notwith- 
flanding  all  this  Havock,  and  the  Deftrudion  They 
made  of  his  Goods,  They  fold  them  for  6  /.  11  s.  6d. 
more  than  They  demanded  ;  which  yet  They  never 
would  return  to  the  poor  Man  to  this  Day  ;  though 
he  has  earnellly  follicited  for  it,  and  is  reduced  h  low, 
that  he  has  often  wanted  fuch  a  fmall  Sum  for  Bread 
for  his  Family,  and  now  works  in  a  Still-Houfe,  for 
weekly  Wages  to  fabfift  his  Children  ;  of  whom,  if 
Enquiry  be  made,  I  doubt  not  but  the  Reader  may  be 
inform'd  that  I  have  related  the  Story  rather  in  the 
Com-miffiojiers  Favour  than  otherwife  ',  being  refolved 
to  do  Them  Juilice,  even  in  the  worii  Accounts  I 
fiiall  give  of  their  Behaviour. 

*'  The  Story  of  ruining  Mr.  Walker  and  his  Family, 
is  iiill  worfe  than  This  i  of  which  They  miy  liear 
hereafter. 
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To  make  good  the  Charge  againfi  Them,  in  the  Be^hi- 
ning  of  this  TraSi,  of  denyi?ig  Juftice  to  the  Biftillers, 
when  They  complain  of  the  Injury  of  their  Officeis, 
take  the  following.  Ac  count. 


Certain  Diftiller,   whofe  Name   the   Co?nmif- 

f  oners  cannot  be  ignorant  of,  when  They  read 

«'  the  Particulars,  had  a  falie  Charge  made  upon  him  ; 
"  by  which  the  Reader  may  pleafe  to  underiiand,  that 
«f  he  was  charged  by  the  Duty,  for  more  Wajh  than  he 
'^  had  in  his  VefTeis ;  but  the  Officer^  being  peremptory 
"  in  his  Charge,  the  Dijiilkr  complained  to  the  Com- 
"  miffioners,  as  the  Law  in  that  Cafe  direfts. 

*'  When  the  Cafe  came  before  the  ConmiiJJioners,  con- 
«*  trary  to  -^Courts  of  Juftice  in  the  World,' which 
"  generally  hear  tlie  Complainant  firft,  and  then  the 
*'  Defendant  \  They,  to  be  particular  as  well  as  partial, 
*'  taking  the  Cafe  from  the  nrll  Complaint  of  the  Di- 
"  filler,  call  up  the  Officer,  and  order  him  to  give  an 
**  Account  of  the  Faft.  Having  heard  hifn  onl%  They 
*«  immediately  gave  their  Judgment  againft  the  Difiiller, 
"  without  fo  m.uch  as  admitting  him  to  reply,  or  hear- 
*'  ing  his  Evidence  ;  and  refufed  to  fwear  a  Servant  he 
"  brought  with  him  to  prove  the  Faft. 

"  With  what  Face  Alen  can  thus  pervert  the  isnown 
'*  and  fundamental  Articles  of  dfributive  Juftice,  I 
*^  cannot  imagine;  and  if  They  exped  never  to  give 
"  Account  for  the.e  Aftion?,  They  miuft  certainly  live 
'«  in  Hopes  that,  fom.e  Time  or  other.  Parliamentary 
"  Autho7'ii^  fliall  be  fupprefs'd,  and  that  Power  die, 
*'  which  has  always  been  a  Terror  to  the  Exoibitances 
"  and  Exailions  of  infolcnt  Tax  Gatherers. 

*«  It  is  farther  rem.arkable  in  this  Story,  that  the  Di- 
<'  ftiller  boldly  telling  Them,  He  would feek  for  Jufice 
**  af^ainjl  thej'e  Partialities  ;  one  of  tlie  Cofiunifft oners, 
*'  and  the  great  Manager  of  thefe  injurloub  Proceedings, 
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*'  -viz.  Mr.  T ,  turning  to    the  Solicitor,  ask'd?- 

**  if  the  Diftiller  had  paid  the  Money  for  this  falfe 
**■  Charge?  To  which  he  was  anfwer'd,  Tes.  Welly 
"  welly  lays  the  CommiJJioner,  if  we  have  but  the 
**  Money,  let  him  feekfor  Jullice  where  he  can,  and  fee 
■*'  hozv  he  will  get  it  again. 


To  prove  what  is  fiiggefted  of  the  Commiffioners  con- 
niving at,  and  encouraging  their  Officers  in  the  Op- 
prejjions  of  the  Subje6l,  and  rezvarding  Them  b-^  the 
Penalties  Thej  raife ;  take  the  following  Jhort  Story, 
which  zvill  be  publickly  attefed  by  undoubted  Evidence, 

N  Information  was  order'H  to'  be  brought  by  an 
Oficcr,  againil  a   noted  Difiller  in  Town,  on 

**  Pretence  of  fuch  Breaches  on  the  Laws  of  Excife  ; 

"  the  Penalties  of  which  would  have  rifen  to   a   very 

"■  great  Sum. 

**  This  Dijliller  brought  fuch  plain  Evidence  of  the 

"  Faft,  and    fo  well  managed   his   Defence,  that,  in 

•*-  Spight  of  their  very  good  Will  to  ruin  him.  Things 
v/ere  fo  very  plain,  and  the  Information  fo  weakly 
fupported.  They  were  forced  to  acquit  hii^> ' 
*'  After  the  Dilappointment,  and,  as  weYuppoIe,  to 
comfort  the  Officer  for  the  Lofs,  a  certain  Commif 
foner  was  heard  to  tell  him,  He  was  for ry  he  could 
not  ferve  him  nozv  ;  but  another  Ti?ne  he  would  make 
him  a?nends ;  or  Words  to  that  Effeft. 
"  What  can  the  Meaning  of  fuch  an  Expreffiion  be^ 
but  to  encourage  their  Officers  in  their  falfe  Accufa- 
tions,  and  fupporting  the  OppreJJions  They  daily.  ex° 
ercife  upon  the  Diflillers  ? 
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^0  proz/e  their  p'lttiPQ;  off  Hearing?,  a?2d  tiring  People 
with  the  Charge  and  Trouble  f/Attendarce,  among  a 
Multitude  of  fuch  Cafes ^  Mr,  BovvdenV   is  very  re- 
ffiarkable. 

R.  Bozudefi  had  an  Infor-nuition  laid  againit 
him  j  V.  hich  it  is  fiippoied  could  not  be  very 
**  Clearly-  made  our,  and  appearing  to  take  his  Trials 
*'  with  his  Witnejfes  and  Council,  whom  he  had  fee'd 
**  to  attend  ;  without  any  Reaj'cn  given,  or  any  Day 
•*  ajfigjid  for  his  farther  Attendance,  the  Hearing  was 
"  put  of. "^ 

"  Some  Time  after  This,  when  Mr.  Bow  den  was 
*'  occafionaliy  at  the  Office,  upon  other  Eulinefs,  and 
"  without  the  leafl  Notice  of  any  fuch  Thing,  They 
"  order'd  him  to  be  call'd  in,  and  told  him.  They  would 
*'  then  hear  it.  It  was  a  long  Time,  and  with  great 
*^  DifSculty,  that  he  prevail'd  upon  Them  to  put  it 
*'  off;  alledging,  that  he  was  tinprcvided  of  his  Evi- 
*•  dence,  Papers,  and  Council,  for  his  Defence. 

"  After  This,  it  was  delay M  again  ^qx  fever al  Titties  ; 
'*  and  at  laft,  being  inform'd  that  his  Servant^  who  w-as 
**  his  Evidence,  was  gone  from  him,  and  lived  as  far  as 
**  Briftol,  They  fummon'd  him  to  a  Trial  perem.ptorily 
*'  by  2ifbort  Day  ;  fo  that  it  ^vas  impoffible  for  him  to 
**  fetch  up  his  Evidence,  and  by  this  Advantage  cafi 
«'  him. 

For  Shams  and  trifling  Pretences  againfl:  Tradeimen, 
and  for  vjhich  They  have  been  arbitrarily  ^iined ;  take 
the  follovjing,  out  of  many  tnore  ready  to  be  produced 
at  Demand. 

''  Ikfi^'  ^^^-^  *'  ^^^  Brewer,  at  the  Peacock  in 
**  xVA  White-Crofs-flreet ,  a  Man  of  an  unqueiHon'd 
<*  Reputation,    and  every  way  fuperior   to  the  beft  of 

*  Afterwards  Sir  Feliic  Feafl, 

"  thefe 
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thefe  Conwiijjloncrs,  both  in  Character  and  EJiate, 
being  allow'd,  by  all,  that  have  Judgment  in  the 
I'hing,  to  be  the  greatell  Brewer  in  England,  and  I 
fuppoie  in  the  World,  and  who  I  believe  (Tpeaking 
by  guefs )  has  in  his  time  paid  200,000  /.  Excife  to 
the  Crown ;  fome  fay  much  more. 
*'  Tb^'s' Gentleman  keeping  an  Engine  or  two  always  , 
in  his  Yard,  to  be  ready,  in  Cafe  any  Accident  of 
Fire  fhould  happen,  had  order'd  his  Men  (as  it  is 
veiy  neceffkry  to  do,  and  as  They  ufed  to  do  about 
once  a  Month)  to  try  the  Engine^  that  They  might 
be  fatisHed  it  was  in  order. 

•*  Upon  This,  the  Mob  coming  into  the  Yard  to 
fee  it  play,  it  happen'd  that,  among  the  Crowd, 
the  Exclje?nan  was  coming  to  his  Bulinefs.  This 
the  Servants  could  not,  and  offer'd  to  make  Affidavit 
They  did  not  fee.  In  playing  the  Engine,  the 
Servant,  turning  the  Spout  among  the  Crowd,  as  in 
fport  is  frequendy  done,  he  chanced  to  wafli  His 
Honour,  the  Excijhnan,  w-ho  appear'd  exceed- 
ingly afrronted  at  the  Indignity  ofFer'd  to  his 
Quality ;  and  tho'  the  Servants  ask'd  his  Pardon, 
and  profefs'd  They  did  not  fee  him,  (and  theMafler 
not  prefent)  yet  he  could  not  be  appeafed  ;  but 
goes  the  next  Day  to  the  Office  -,  makes  his  Com.- 
plaint  to  the  Co?n??itJJi  oners  ^  and  brings  an  In  forma-' 
tion  againil  Mr.  Feaji,  for  his  Servant's  obftrudting 
him  in  the  Execution  of  his  Office ;  the  Penalty 
for  Vv^hich,  by  Aft  of  Parliam.ent,  is  20  /. 
"  This  came  to  Trial  before  the  CofnmiJJtoners  i 
who,  notwithiianding  the  Circumuances  were 
proved  as  above,  gave  Judgment  againft  Mr.  FeaJI- 
for  20  /.  and  upon  his  Appeal,  the  CQmmiJJioners  of 
Appeal QQ)n\'ixm^  it;  and  he  paid  20/.  iov  wettin'^ 
the  facred  Coat  of  a  beggarly  Rafcal;  that  had  he 
defign'd  nothing  but  his  Bufnefs,  mJght  have  gone 
•**  two  or  three  other  ways  into  the  Brewhcufe,  and 
**  not  have  come  within   reach  of  the  Engine. 

•'  One 
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"  One  Mr.  Henry  Hal!,  a  Cyder- ?naker,  had  a  Ware- 
"  houfe  at  fome  diftance  from  his  DwelUng-Houfe  y 
'*  and  .having  Ibme  Bufinefs  at  his  Warehoufe,  he 
"  found  the  Excife?nan  knocking  at  the  Door ;  but 
'*  his  Servant,  whole  Bufinefs  vv^as  in  the  faid  Ware- 
«'  houfe,  was  gone  out,    and  the  Door  lock'd. 

*'  The  Excifenian  demanded  Entrance,  and  Mr.  Hall 
*'  defiling  him  to  flay  till  he  could  find  the  Man,  who 
*«  he  thought  had  been  at  the  Warehmfe,  the  Excife- 
«'  ma?i  feem'd  uneafy  ;  at  which  Mr.  Hall  ordered 
««  another  of  his  Servants,  who  came  with  him, 
**  immediately  to  break  open  the  Door,  that  the 
"  Excifeman  fhould  have  no  Pretence  upon  him  ; 
«<  which  the  Excifeman  perceiving,  and  that  if  the 
f'  Door  was  open'd.  He  fhould  lofe  the  Opportunity 
«*  ol  informing,  immediately  goes  away  and  would  not 
"  flay  to  fee  the  Door  open'd,  but  lays  an  In- 
<«  formation  for  1 5  /.  for  being  denyM  Entrance  ;  on 
"  which  Infer 'mation  the  CommiJJtoners  gave  Judg- 
'-^  men!  >  and  the  Court  of  Appeals,  to  whom  Mr.  Hall 
«'  had  Recourfe,  confirm'd  the  faid  Judgment. 

*'  Another  Prank  like  This  was  played  by  an  Excife- 
"  man  with  Mr.  Fendril,  a  Diftiller  in  Holbourn. 
*'  The  Excifeman,  in  the  Dead  of  the  Night,  when 
*«  Mr.  Tendril  was  in  Bed  and  afleep  (taking  a  Con- 
"  Hable  from  the  Watch)  comes  to  his  Door,  and  not 
*♦  offering  to  avv^ake  Mr.  Ff;;^W/,  or  any  of  his  Family, 
''  demanded  Entrance  ;  which  Mr.  Fendril  (as  I  know 
**  not  how  he  fhould,  being  afleep)  took  no  Notice  of 
"  At  the  fame  Time,  the  Officer  pretended  the 
"  Chimney  fmoak'd,  and  call'd  the  Watchman  to  take 
*'  Notice  of  it,  which  he  did  ;  but  declared  He  could 
*'  not  perceive  it  to  fmoke. 

"  Notwithflanding  This,  away  goes  He  ;  lays  an 
<'  Information  againfl  Mr.  FenHrih,  and  upon  the  Trial 
**  the  Officer  fwore  that  the  Chimney  did  fmoke ;  the 
'''  Conftable  fwore  it  didfiot',  no  Proof  was  made  that 
"  Mr.  Fendril,    or  his  Servants,    Vv^ere  at  Work  ;   as, 

*^  indeed. 
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indeed,  They  were  not;  but  all  in  Bed',  yet  the 
Co?nmiJJi oners'  gave  Judgment  againft  Him  for  15  /. 
alledging,  by  their  Solicitor,  that  T^hej  ought  to  keep 
a  Servant  always  Jit  ting  up,  to  let  in  the  Excifeman, 
whenever  he  thought  ft  to  come. 
•*  It  would  be  a  Hiiloiy  too  long  for  any  Man's 
Reading  to  fet  down  all  the  barbarous  Treatment  the 
Queen's  Subjedits  daily  meet  with  from  theje  Gentle- 
men Excifemen  ;  their  arbitrary  Judgments ;  clandef- 
ii?te,  and  mofi  mllainous  Methods  of  furpri-zing  the 
Innocent ;  and  their  partial  and  pofitive  determining 
Things  againfl  Law,  Reafon,  and  apparent  Teiii- 
mony  of  Fadl. 


Mow  They  have  determined  the  fame  Faft  as  criminal 
in  one,  and  acquitted  it  in  another,  //  plain  from  the 
follozving  Injiance: 

«    C^OHN   VANDEN   BENDEN,    Sweet-' 
*'      T  maker ^  at  Dowgate,   had  a  private  Copper,    for 
*'  making   of  Sweets;    which  He    was  informed 

**  againji  for  making  Ufe  of,  without  entring  at  the 
**  Excife-Ofice  %  and  coming  to  a  Trial,  He  was  ac- 
*'  quitted  I  not  that  it  was  not  made  Lfe  of  but  as 
**  not  being  within  the  Act. 

*  ''  ROWLAND  FRTE,  Sweet-kaker,  in  3Aor- 
^'  gafi's  Lane,  Southwark,  much  about  the  fame  Time, 
"  and  for  the  very  fame  individual  Kind  ofFa^,  was 
•*'  try'd  on  an  Information,  for  making  Ufe  of  a  private 
<'  Copper,  for  making  Szveetl,  and  the  CommiJJtoners 
*^  gave  Judgment  againil:  Him  for  50  /. 

If  an"^  Man  fsould  enquire  into  the  Reafons  of  thele 
Pardalities,  They  muft  find  thc?n  in  /i'i?  Excife  OiEce. 
'No  Man  elj'e  can  refolve  them. 

Vol.  X.  A  a  NUMB. 
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jS  Certificate,  fign^d  by  the  principal  Druggifts  in 
Tezun,  in  Anfwer  to  a  Paragraph  in  the  Daily 
Courant  of  Saturday  Dec.  2,  1732. 

WHEREAS  the  principal  Druggifls  vk  Town 
are  charged  in  a  Paragraph  in  the  Daily 
Courant  of  Saturday,  December  2,  1732,  with  being 
the  Promoters  of  an  A£l  pajjed  in  the  tenth  Tear  of  the 
late  King,  for  repealing  certain  Duties  upon  Cofiee,  Tea, 
and  Cocoa,  and  for  granting  certain  Inland  Duties  in 
l^u  thereof  l^c.  (by  which  AEi  CofFee,  Tea,  and 
Chocolate  are  fnbje£ied  to  the  Laws  of  Excife)  by  ad- 
tnfing  the  Claufes  in  it,  which  relate  to  Entries  of  all 
Places,  where  fuch  Commodities  are  made  or  kept,  and 
io  the  Power  it  gives  the  Officer  to  enter  into  fuch 
Places,  and  to  injpe^i  and  take  an  Account  of  fuch  Com- 
tnodities,  and  infinuating  that  They  did  advife  the  pafjing 
the  faid  A^.^—The.  Druggifts  do  hereby  poiitively 
deny,  and  difavow  fuch  Charge  as  a  notorious  Falfe- 
'liood . 

The  Bill  pointed  out  too  plainly  the  Rigour  and 
Hardlhips,  with  which  the  Execution  of  fuch  a  Laza 
would  be  attended  (and  which  They  have  lince  too 
fcverely  felt)  for  Them  to  be  prefumed  the  Adviftrs  o£ 
it.  They  were  delirou5  to  p.eferve  their  Houfes  to 
ihemfeh'es,  and  not  have  them  liable  to  be  enter'd  into 
at  the  Will  and  Pleafure  of  eveiy  unknown  petty  Officer ; 
and  to  have  the  Difpofal  of  their  own  Goods,  after  the 
Duties  were  paid,  without  the  Permiffion  of,  or  ac- 
counting for  them  to  any  Perfon  whatfoever ;  and  to 
preierve  the  Circumftances  of  their  Trade ,  their 
Cullomers  Names  and  Places  of  Abode,    from  being 

fxpofed 
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expofed  to  the  Officers  ofExcife,  and  to  fuch  other 
Perlbns,  to  whom  They  might  think  fit  to  •  com- 
municate the  fame ;  and  alio,  in  cafe  of  any  Difpute, 
to  have  the  Matter  determined,  according  to  the 
antient  Privilege  of  Englijhmeny  by  ;a  Jury  of  twelve 
good  Men,  who  are  fworn  to  do  Juilice  indifferently, 
and  not  by  the  fummary  Decifion  of  Co?n?niffionerSf 
jsemoveable  at  Pleafure. 

For  thefe  Reafons,  the  Druggifls  ftrenuoufly  oppofed 
iheBill.  They  petition'd  the  Parliament  again  ft  it; 
and  when  their  Petition  had  the  hard  Fate  to  be  re- 
je6led.  They  propofed  feveral  Expedients  to  make  the 
Law  eaiier  to  Them  5  which  were  undertaken  and 
promifed  by ,  the  worthy  Gentleman,  w  ho  alone  hath 
the  Honour  of  feeing  thought  the  ProjeQor  and  Advifer 
cf  it,  and  who  only  hath  found  his  Account  in  it. 


A«s  If  HI 


THE 


UDGET   Open'd. 

O  R,     A  N 


T  O    A 
PAMPHLET   intitkd, 

A  LETTER  from  a  Member  of  Par- 
liament to  his  trie?ids  in  the  Country^  concerning 
the  Duties  on  WINE   and  TOBACCO. 


J a7n  Solis  habcena 


Els  fenas  torquent  Hyemes,  cervicibus  ex  quo 
Il<:eret  trifle  Jugum,  noftris  jajn  lu5libus  Ille 
Confenuit,  Regnumque   sibi   tot  vindicat  annis, 

Claudian, 


T  length,  the  Mountain  is  delivered. 
The  grand  Myferyy  which  was  long 
deem'd  too  facred  for  the  unhallow'd 
Eyes  of  the  People,  is  reveal'd.  '   What 

is  reveaPd  ? Nothing,  but  what  has 

been  known,  confuted  and  exploded 
long  before  it  was  publickly  acknowledged  ;  for  it  now 
appears,  by  the  Pamphlet  under  our  Confideration,  ta 

be 
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he  the  very  fame  Projeii,  deftrudlive  of  Commerce  and 
dangerous  to  Liberty,  which  it  was  at  iirft  apprehended 
to  be,  notwithftanding  the  fhamelefs  Endeavours  of 
hireling  Writers  to  perluade  the  People,  that  it  was 
only  the  chimerical  Offspring  of  </z/2?^i^^^  and  feditious 
Brains. 

There  are  fo  many  dillinguifhing  Marks  of  a  great 
Hand  in  this  Letter,  that  the  Author  had  no  Occalion 
to  prefix  his  Name  to  it.  The  ProjeBor  himfelf  apk 
pears  in  every  Page  ;  the  fame  great  Genius^  who  pa- 
tronized the  Scheme  of  Excife  on  Coffee,  Tea  and  Cho- 
colate ',  who  was  fo  glorioufly  inftrumental  in  procu- 
ring the  memorable  Addition  of  115,000/.  to  the 
Civil  List,  by  way  of -(^rr^/7r;  who  brought  about 
the  Revival  and  Continuance  of  the  Salt  Duty,  /or 
three  Tears,  to  fupply  the  current  Expences  of  the  Go- 
vernment, for  one  Tear ;  and  hath  effedually  fecured 
our  Liberties  by  a  Standing  Army,  or  a  Land  Force 
of  1 8000  Soldiers,  in  Times  of  Peace. 

I  fhall  therefore  take  the  Liberty,  in  the  following 
Pages,  to  addrefs  myfelf  to  Him,  under  this  Mask  of  a 
Letter-zvriter  and  a  Member  of  P arTiament . 

You  are  pleafed,  Sir,  to  dignify  the  Title-Page  of 
your  Letter  with  a  trite  old  Latin  Maxim,  Magna  efi 
Veritas  l^  pravalebit  -,  but  You  are  fo  unforturjate 
in  fwelling  the  Bulk  of  your  Performance  with  falfe 
Fa£fs  2ivA  fallacious  Arguments,  that  I  think  your  Motto 
would  run  much  better  thus ;  Magna  efi  Vena  lit  as 
l^  pravalebit. 

You  begin  with  acquainting  your  Friends  in  the 
Country,  that  You  wtxQ  furprized  2in^  concern'' d  at  the 
Receipt  of  their  Letter  ;  and  You  are  pleafed  to  be  very 
circumftantial  in  giving  Them  your  Reafons  for  both. 

Your  Surprize,  it  feems,  arofe  from  the  Alteration 
of  their  Sentiments,  fmce  You  converfed  with  Them 
laft  in  the  Country.  You  fay,  that  the  converting  the 
Duties  on  Tobacco  and  Wine  from  Cuiloms  into  an 
Excise  was  Part  of  the  Subject  gf  your  Dijcottrfe,  at 

A  a  3  that 
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that  Time.  I  am  afraid.  Sir,  your  Memory  fails  yon 
a  little,  and  that  the  RelatiorL  of  this  Conference  with 
your  Eleciors  is  not  minutely  exaft  ;  for,  if  we  may 
judge  by  your  Conduft  fmce,  that  odious  Word  Excise 
could  never  efcape  your  cautious  Lips.  It  is  probable 
enough  that  You  might  inveigh  againfl Fr^^/^j  in  ths 
Revenue^  and  that  your  Friends  might  agree  with  You, 
as  every  reafonable  Man  will,  that  they  ought  to  be 
prevented.  But  give  me  Leave,  Sir,  to  ask  you  one 
Queftion.  Did  You,  upon  your  Honour,  let  Them 
into  the  Secret,  that  You  intended  to  faddle  Them  with 
an  Jrmy  of  Excife  Officers,   on  this  Account,    and  try 

Them  by  a  Jury  of  Commiffioners  P If  You  had 

been  fo  communicative,  at  that  Time,  I  dare  fay  it 
Would,  in  fome  Meafure,  have  prevented  your  prefent 
Surprize. 

So  much  for  your  Surprize.  But  your  Concern  arofe 
from  another  Point,  which  touched  Tou  nearly.  You 
iecm  to  be  terribly  nettled,  that  your  Electors  have 
taken  the  Liberty  of  defiring  You,  as  iheir  Reprefenta- 
t2z<e,  to  confult  their  Iniereii ;  and  that  You  are  not 
permitted  to  adl  unbyajld,  as  You  call  it ;"  That  is,  in 
plain  EngUJh,  this  inftruSling  Martingal  fits  a  little  un- 
cafy  on  your  Neck.  You  would  willingly  have  your 
Head  at  full  Liberty,  to  run  without  Controul,  as  your 
PaUions,  or  private  Intereft,  might  direft  You.  Nay, 
Y"ou  go  farther  and  tell  Them,  that  you  cannot  receive 
their  Letter  as  a  Co?nmand',  nor  adl  according  to, it, 
fhould  your  Reajon  and  Confcience  be  on  the  other  Side 
of  the  Queftion.  In  order  to  maintain  this  Doftrine, 
You  are  obliged  to  give  Yourfelf  a  very  pretty  Cha- 
rafter,  and  applaud  your  own  Conduft,  ivhilfi  Tou 
have  had  the  Honour  to  ferve  Them  in  Parliament.  At 
the  fame  Time,  You  are  under  an  unhappy  Neceffity 
of  traducing  Thofe,  whom  You  reprefent,  as  a  Parcel 
of  Fools  or  Madmen,  who  are  injlrutied  to  inftruB ; 
becaufe  Th^y  happen  to  concur  in  Opinion  ■with  the 
Merchants  of  Lo?idon  and  all  the  great  trading  Towns  in 

England, 
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'England  This  is  fo  far  from  being  an  Argument  to 
yourPurpofe,  that  it  is  an  evident  Proof  of  the  Wifdom 
and  Reafonablenefs  of  their  Conduft.  But  the  Mean- 
ing of  this  notable  Expofluktion  with  your  EkSfors  is 
very  plain.  Can  you  fancy  any  Body  fo  weak  as  to 
think  it  intended  for  their  Ufe,  or  Satisfaction  ?  No, 
Sir,  it  is  evidently  defign'd  as  a  Cue  to  the  Reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  People  in  general,  not  to  pay  any  Regard  to 
their  Applications,  (which  They  have  an  undoubted 
Right  to  make)  and  to  induce  Them  to  aft  in  the  fame 
arbitrary  and  independent  Manner,  on  this  Occalion,  as 
You  feem  refolved  to  do  Yourfelf. 

Having  premifed  thefe  Points,  You  proceed  to  the 
Partic-ulars  of  your  Concern  i  that  the  Danger  of  a  ge- 
neral Exci'e  has  been  ecchoed  through  the  Nation  ;  and 
that  your  Eleftors  have  defired  Tou  to  oppofe  any  Propojl- 
iion,  that  hath  the  leafi  Tendency  to  it. 

I  muft  own,  Sir,  that  your  Concern,  as  to  this  Ar- 
ticle, is  founded  upon  too  much  Reafon.  The  Danger 
of  a  general  Excife  has  juftly  alarm'd  the  whole  Na. 
tion.  They  have  already  felt  the  Rigour  of  Excife 
Laws ;  and  as  the  leail  Extenfion  of  them  is  one  Step 
towards  a  general  Excife,  They  have  very  wilely  be- 
fought  their  Reprejenia'tives  to  guard  againll  it,  under 
any  Shape,  or  Diiguiie  whatfoever. 

You  ask  very  gravely,  (like  one,  who  has  made  a 
Riot)  What  is  the  A-leaning  of  all  this  Diilurbance  ? 
'To  zvhom  are  thefe  Terrors  owing  ?  I  anfvver,  they  are 
owing  to  the  Man,  who  projefted  this  glorious  Scheme  \ 
to  the  fame  indefatigable  Genius,  ever  bufy  in  devifmg 
Ways  and  Means  to  grieve  and  opprefs  his  Fellow-Sub- 
jefts. 

But  give  me  Leave  to  ask  You,  in  my  Turn,  why 
You  are  fo  angry  at  the  Imputation  of  defigning  a  gene- 
ral Excife?  U  xh^  Excifes,  already  eltabli (h'd,  are  fo 
extremely  beneficial  to  the  Pablick,  d.%  You  reprefent 
them,  why  Ihould  they  not  be  made  as  extenlive  as 
poiTible  ?  Why  Ihould  You  lay  the  ieaft  Reilraint  on 

your 
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your  Munificence  to   the  Publick  ?  Why  do  You  not 
make  the  Bleffing  of  Excifes  as  general  and  unlimited, 

as  your  own  Power  ? But,  perhaps.  You    may 

think  fuch  a  Torrent  of  Happinels  at  once  would  quite 
overwhelm  us  -,  and  we  muft  gratefully  acknowledge 
You  have  been  long  preparing  us  for  it,  by  no  flow 
Degrees. 
You  now  feem  to  grow  a  little  more  ferious  j  and,  afteif 
a  formal  Argument  to  prove  that  Taxes  are  necejfary  in 
all  Governments^  You  conclude,  without  a  rifible  Mufcle 
on  your  Face,  that  the  chief  Care  of  the  Legifature 
ought  t9  confift  in  impofng  fuch  Taxes,  as  may  he  eaiieft 
borne  by  the  whole  Body  of  the  People.  I  believe,  fay 
You,  that  thefe  Maxims  will  remain  uncontroverted ; 
and  I  am  of  the  fame  Opinion  j  for  I  believe  there  is  not 
a  Lad  at  Eton  School  fo  ignorant,  as  not  to  fee  the  Force 
of  them,  or   to  hold  an  Argument  with  You  on  that 

Subjeft. But  let  us  now  fee  your  Application  of 

thefe  wife  Maxims. 

You  tell  us,  with  the  fame  Gravity,  that  the  prefent 
Revenue,  appropriated  for  the  Payment  of  our  Debts,  is 
more  than  fuficient  to  anfwer  the  annual  Intereft,  and 
to  difcharge  -yearly  one  Million  of  the  Principal. 

I  am  ready  to  allow  that  the  Revenue  is  already  more 
than  fuffi-cieyit  for  all  thefe  Ends  ;  but  You  kno"\v,  Siry 
that  a  poffe  ad  effe  7ion  valet  Confequentia.  You  do  not 
fay  that  one  Million  per  Ann.  of  the  Principal  of  our 
Debts  hath  been  adlually  difcharged,  though  it  might 
have  been  j  nor  do  I  think  it  is  abiolutely  certain  that 
fuch  an  annual  Sum  will  be  difcharged  for  the  future, 
without  incurring  any  new  Debts ;  and  give  me  Leave 
to  obferve  that  a  Million  per  Ann.  in  perpeiuum,  to  be 
collected  by  the  Crozvn,  and  without  Appropriation ,  may 
fomeTimeor  other  b6  attended  with  mifchievous  Con- 
fequences  to  the  Publkk. 

If  This,  Sir,  is  the  Fa6t,  what  can  You  mean  by 
endeavouring  to  harrafs  the  People  with  nezu  Burthens^ 
under  any  Shape  ?  You  reply  very  magillerially,   that 

You 
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You  have  found  out  a  Method  of  fupplying  all  the  an- 
nual Exigencies  of  the  Govertunent,  without  burthen- 
ing  the  Land,  without  laying  any  new  Duty  on  any 
Cofnmodity  whatfiever,  or  any  additional  Duty  on  any 
Commodity  already  taxH.  And  how,  I  pray,  is  This 
to  be  done  ?  Why  by  an  Alteration  only  of  the  prefent 
Method  of  colle8ing  the  publick  Revenues,  as  to  thofe  twa 
Com?nodities  of  Wine  and  Tobacco.  — So  then, —— 
out  it  comes  at  laft.  The  Budget  is  open'^d',  and  our 
State  E?nperick  hath  difpenfed  his  Packets  by  his  Zany 
Couriers  through  all  Parts  of  the  Kingdom.  For  my 
felf,  I  do  not  pretend  to  underiland  this  Art  of  po- 
litical  Legerdemain  ;  nor  can  I  find  out  the  Difference 
between  a  new  Tax,  and  a  new  Method  of  colleBi?ig  an 
old  Tax,  which  will  bring  in  a  Sum,  equivalent  to  a 
nezv  one.  I  cannot  poflibly  conceive  from  whence  this 
additional  Money  is  to  come,  unlefs  it  be  out  of  the 
Pockets  of  the  People  j  or  in  what  the  Difference  to 
The?n  will  confift,  whether  They  pay  it  by  Cufioms,  or 
Excife  ;  unlefs  it  be  in  the  additional  Oppreffion,  irx 
the  Method  of  collecting  the  latter. 

You  tell  us,  that  You  are  corxfidrent  this  Alteration,  in 
the  Method  of  ColleBion,  will  produce  the  Effe6ls  be- 
foremention'd  j  but  You  are  fo  good  as  to  acknowledge^ 
that  i?t  order  to  prove  This,  it  is  necejfary  in  theflrfi  Place 
to  lay  it  down  as  a  Truth,  that  great  and  monftrous 
Frauds  are  committed  -in  the  Importation  and  Exporta- 
tion of  thofe  two  Commodities. 

Now  let  us  fuppofe,  in  Anfwer  to  This,  that  I  fhould 
Idy  it  down  as  a  Truth,  without  any  Proof  to  fupport 
my  Poftulatum,  that  no  Frauds  at  all  are  committed  iw 
the  hnportation,  or  Exportation  of  thefe  Commodities  ; 
woM  You  not  think  it  a  very  extraordinary  Method  of 

Reafoning  ? But  we  have   no  Occafion   to   retort 

fuch  Arguments  upon  You,  and  fcorn  to  prefs  You  any 
farther  upon  this  Head.  We  are  ready  to  admit  that 
Frauds  are  committed  by  fome  unfair  Dealers  in  thefe- 
Commodities,  as  well  as  in  all  others,  and  I  believe  it 

will 
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will  be  always  found  imprafticable  to  prevent  Frauds^ 
of  fome  Kind,  in  whatever  Manner  the  Revenues  may 
be  collefted,  or  to  whatever  Sort  of  Laws  they  mav  be 
fubjedl.  You  know.  Sir,  that  Men  i?i  Office  will  be 
corrupt.  Little  Tellcws^  with  low  Salaries,  will  be  apt 
ibmetimes  to  copy  their  Superiors",  and  as  They  lye 
under  more  Temptation,  it  cannot  be  expelled  They 
ihould  be  always  above  the  Influence  of  a  Bribe.  The 
whole  Wifdom  of  the  Legijlatiire  hath  been  many  Years 
cmployM  in  preventing  the  Officers  of  the  Revenue, 
( both  great  and  fmall)  as  well  as  the  'fraudulent  Tra- 
ders,  from  being  Copartners  in  this  Sort  of  Iniquity.  — . 
They  have  long  attempted  it,  I  fay,  but  hitherto  with- 
out Succefs. 

Now  You  would  do  well  to  inform  us  how  your 
Scheme  will  prevent  thefe  colluiive  Frauds.  Will  the 
giving  thefe  Fellows  different  Naines,  while  They  con- 
tinue under  the  fame  fmall  Salaries  and  'temptations, 
immediately  convert  Them  into  Men  of  Coiifcience  and 
Honour  ?  — —  Is  there  any  inherent  Virtue  in  the  Cha- 

rader  of  an  Excifeman  ? Will  not  a  good  Bribe, 

well  applyM,  operate  as  effeftually  upon  Him  as  a 
Cufom-Houfe  Officer  ?  And  is  it  not  equally  the  Inte- 
left  of  the  fraudulent  Trader  to  corrupt  one,  as  well  as 
the  other? 

But  You  are  pleafed  to  give  us  a  Detail  of  feveral 
Frauds,  committed  by  fome  unfair  Traders  mr  Tobacco 
and  Wine.  As  I  am  not  a  Dealer  in  either  of  thefe 
Commodities,  any  more  than  Yourfelf,  it  cannot  be  ex- 
pe<5led  that  I  Ihould  give  You  a  particular  Anfwer ;  but, 
upon  the  bell  Enquiries  I  have  been  able  to  make,  I 
have  Reafon  to  believe  that  the  chief  Part  of  your 
Charge  is  falfe  and  groundlefs. 

You  tell  us,  with  Regard  to  the  Tobacco  Trade,  that 
the  Pub  lick  is  liable,  and  hath  been  doubly  defrauded  by 
falfe  Weights,  and  falle  Meafures,  viz.  fmall  Weights 
m  Imp<?itation,   by  which  the  Duty  is  paid  ;   large 

Weights 
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Weights  on  Exportation,  bj  which  the  Duty  is  drawn 
back. 

Now,  I  am  inform'd  ( and  my  Information  feems 
to  be  founded  on  Reafon)  that  the  fame  lawful  Weights 
and  Meafures  SiiQ.  ufed  both  on  Importation  and  Expor- 
tation by  the  Officers  of  the  Cujloms ;  and  that,  inllead 
of  one  Officer  attending  at  the  Scale,  as  You  reprefent 
the  Cafe,  there  are  never  fefs  than  Three ;  vtz.  the 
Weigher,  one  Land-Waiter,  and  a  Shifs  Husband  ;  but 
I  am  told  there  are  generally  more ;  Surveyors  being  of- 
ten with  Them,  and  other  proper  Checks.  Befides,  the 
Place  of  weighing,  in  the  Cufloms,  is  not,  as  in  the 
Cafe  of  jEat^//^,  by  one  Officer  in  private;  but  hj  feve^ 
ral  Officers  on  fome  open,  lawful  ^ay,  where  Coopers 
and  Porters  mull:  attend,  and  other  Perfons  may  and 
frequently  do  attend  ;  fo  that  frauds,  in  the  Weight  of 
Tobacco,  do  not  feem  to  be  very  prafticable,  even  un- 
der the  prefent  Regulations. 

You  tell  us  farther  that  the  Revenue  is  defrauded  of 
200  /.  Weight  of  Tobacco  in  every  Hogfhead  on  Import- 
tation,  and  as  much  on  Exportation ;  befides  the  Ad- 
vantage, which  the  Faflor  makes,  if  He  be  a  bold  Ad- 
"Venturer  (as  You  are  pleafed  toftyleHim)  by  having 
the  Tobacco  fiript  arid  cut  abroad^  and  getting  it  run  in 
again. 

This  Way  of  Reafoning,  Sir,  is  afTerting  a  great  deal 
and  proving  nothing.  Can  You  be  fo  vain  as  to  ima- 
gine that  your  Ipfe  dixit,  without  any  Vouchers,  will 
pafs  current  for  Authority,  and  blaft  the  Reputation  of 
a  numerous  and  uleful  Body  of  Men  ?  You  are  plealed, 
indeed,  to  fuppofe  a  Cafe,  in  which  fuch  frauds  have 
.been  committed,  and  tell  us  that  You  are  able  to  prove 
it  not  ill  grounded.  This,  perhaps,  may  be  true ; 
and  what  then  ?  Inftances,  no  doubt,  may  be  produced 
of  fuch  Practices ;  but  a  few  particular  Cafes  ought  not 
to  be  extended  to  the  whole  Trade  in  general,  and  in- 
volve the  Innocent  with  the  Guilty.  All  your  fine  Ar- 
guments, draw»  from  this  Suppolition,  are  therefore 

nothing 
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nothing  to  the  Purpofe.  Beiides,  You  are  obliged  to 
•acknowledge  that  the  Connivance  of  a  corrupted  Officer 
is  neceffary  to  thefe  fraudulent  TranfaElions  ;  {q  that  the 
Qiieftion  llill  recurs,  whether  the  dubbing  thefe  Gentle- 
men with  a  new  Title  at  the  Old  Jewry  will  prevent 
the  fame  Pra^ices,  and  prove  a  lovereign  Antidote  a- 
gainft  Corruption. 

You  feem  to  infinuate  that  xh.t  Importer  is  not  accoun- 
table to  the  Publick  for  his  Bond,  till  after  the  Expira- 
tion of  three  Tears  -,  w^hereas  it  is  payable,  by  Aft  of 
Parliament,  in  eighteen  Mofiths ;  fo  that  if  the  Tobacco 
is  not  exported  within  that  Time,  the  Bond  may  be  put 
in  Suit ;  or  He  muii:  pay  Intereft  for  the  Money. 

In  another  Part  of  your  Work,  You  come  to  Parti- 
culars, and  give  us  an  Account  of  a  Fraud,  which  feems 
yery  curious.     You  tell  ug  that  the  Dealers  in  Tobacco 
are  guilty  of  one  M-^Jiery  of  Iniquity,  by  pr effing  it  clofe 
to  make  it  dry  and  light  on  Importation.^  ■       Pray,  Sir, 
where  did  you  make  this  ne^v  Difcovery  in  Philoiophy, 
that  preffing  a  Commodity  clofe  willmake  it  light,  or  that 
keeping  the  Air  from  it,  which  is  likewile  the  EiFe6l 
of  preffing  it  clofe ^  will  make  it  dry  ?  I  am  fure,  it  is 
the  common  Practice   of  all  experienced   Smoakers  to 
keep  their  Tobacco  prefs'd  clofe  down  with  a  Weight 
upon  it,   not   to  make  it  dry,  but  to  preferve  it  7noifi  ; 
and  as  to  that  ingenicusMyflery  of  making  a  Comm.odity 
light,  \yy  preffing  it  clofe  together,  you  feem  to  have  con- 
falted  your  Irifh  Advocate,  Cams,  and  to  have   built 
your  Argument  on  the  wrong  Side  of  that  vulgar  Pro- 
blem ',  which  is  the  heaznefi^  a  Found  of  Lead,  or  a 
Found  of  Feathers  ? 

But  You  make  Hill  deeper  Di'coveries  in  this  A(v/?^ry 
cf  Iniquity ;  for  belides  preffitng  it  clofe y  to  tnake  it  ^ry 
4ind  light  on  If?iportation,  You  tell  us  that  They  Hkewife 
water  and  wet  it,  even  to  the  Increnfe  of  oriQ  fourth  Part 
of  the  Weight  on  Exportation.  As  you  before  gave 

us  a  Specimen  of  your  Learning  in  Staticks,  fo  ycu  here 
difcover  the  fame  Knowledge  in  the  Qualities  oi  Water ; 

Vihich 
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which  may  be  call'd  your  Honour's  new  Theory  of 
Hydrojiaticks.  But  as  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  fo  great  an 
Adept  as  Yourfelf,  I  hope  you  will  be  fo  good  as  to  in- 
form me  how  Tobacco  can  be  increaled  one  fourth  Part 
in  the  Weight,  without  damaging,  or  intirely  fpoiling  it. 
I  wifh  likewife  You  would  be  pleafed  to  explain  ano- 
ther Point,  that  no  Duty  is  paid  for  two  Thirds  of  the 
Wine  and  Tobacco  confumed  at  Home.  This  is  to  me 
a  very  extraordinary  AiTertion,  and  feems  to  ftand  in 
Need  of  fome  farther  Proof.  As  you  value  Yourfelf,  in 
this  Performance,  for  fpeaking  Truths ,  and  call  upon  the 
angry  Man  to  anfwer  them,  I  hope  you  will  defcend 
to  Particulars,  and  then  the  World  will  judge  what 
Regard  ought  to  be  paid  to  your  Veracity. 

It  hath  been  often  allow'd  that  Frauds  have  been 
committed  in  the  Tobacco  Trade  ;  tho',  confidering  the 
Bulkynefs  of  that  Commodity,  it  feems  impraflicable  to 
run  it  in  any  fuch  Degree,  as  You  reprefent.  But  why 
don't  You  tell  the  World  where  theje  frauds  2.xq  chiefly 
carry'd  on,  if  not  countenanced  ?  You  cannot  be  igno- 
rant, ^/r,  of  the  clandeftine  Trade,  in  this  Commodity, 
between  Glafcozu  and  other  northern  Parts  of  the  King- 
dom. Yet  this  Myjiery  of  Iniquity  is  not  fo  much  as 
hinted  at,  thro'  your  whole  Letter.  What  can  be  the 
Cleaning  of  fo  Jiiuch  Tenderncfs,  and  even  Partiality  to 
our  Fellow  Subjects  oi  Scotland,  at  this  Junfture  .?  Why 
fuch  a  total  Silence  on  this  Head  ;  as  if  They  had  no 
Concern  in  the  prefent  Scheme,  either  as  to  the  Difeafe, 
or  the  Reinedy  propofed  by  it  ?  A  'iQ\N  Days  will  fhew 
their  Senfe  of  this  Matter,  and  whether  They  are  m.ore 
reiign'd  to  the  Will  of  a  Minifer,  than  is  ufual  in  Cafes 
of  national  Concern-,  for  however  They  may  flatter 
themielve?,  the  Day  mult  come  at  laft,  that  will  bring 
Them  to  an  Equality  of  Taxes,  and  oblige  Them  to 
fubmit  to  the  Jajne  Burthen  with  ourfelves. 

As  to  Frauds,  on  this  Side  the  Tzueed,  v/hatever  they 
may  be,  why  are  they  confined  wholly  to  the  Cuftow.sf 
It  is  very  well  known_-that  Excifes  have  been  at- 

VoL.  X.  E  b  tended 
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tended  with  as  great  Myjieries  of  Iniquity,  as  the  Cuf- 
torn  SI  particularly  in  Norfolk  ;  where  a  fraudulent 
Traffick  hath  been  carry 'd  on  with  great  Succefs,  for 
many  Years,  in  the  Duties  upon  Malt,  by  the  fame 
.Methods,  which  You  are  pleafed  to  charge  on  the 
Dealers  in  Tobacco.  If  therefore  Excifes  have  fuch  a 
fecret  Virtue  in  theiti,  as  to  fanftify  their  Officers,  and 
keep  their  Fingers  undefiled,  how  came  They  to  lofe 
their  Purity,  and  fall  into  the  fame  wicked  Arts  with 
the  Officers  of  the  Cuftoms  ?  Perhaps,  Sir,  your  own 
Knowledge  of  thefe  Frauds  in  Malt  might  furnilh  You 
with  the  firil  Hint  of  this  glorious  Scheme ;  and  the 
Corruptions  of  Excifes  in  Norfolk  give  You  Reafon  to 
fufpedl  the  fame  Abufes  in  the  Cuftoms  at  London.  But 
fuppofmg  all  thefe  Praftices  to  be  true  of  the  Cuftom- 
houfe  Officers  ;  why  are  they  not  prevented,  or  punifh*d 

by  Thofe  at  the  Head  of  our  Finances  ?  • -Are 

the  Lazvs,  or  the  Extent  of  their  Power ^  too  fhort  to 
leach  thefe  Offenders  ? Is  Corruption  ^rown  {o  in- 
veterate^ as  well  as  epidemical  a  Malady,  that  it  is  be- 
come incurable  ? Hath  the  Countenance   it   hath 

received  from  our  Superiors,  and  even  from  fome  of 
the  moft  holy  Order  of  Men,  given   it   a   Sanation,   that 

makes  it  fafe,   as  w^ell  as  fafliionable  ? We  know 

from  whence  thefe  Officers  derive  their  Authority,  and 
hy  'ivhom  They  are  appointed.  Have  their  Principals 
received  any  luch  Complaints  againft  Them,  and  have 
there  been  no  Examples  of  Punifhment  ?  Or  will  thele 
Abufes  admit  of  no  Reformation,  without  deftroying 
"Trade  and  Jjiberty  ;  or,  to  fpeak  in  Scrip ture-Language^ 
laying  this  Excife-Axe  to  the  Root  of  the  Tree  ? 

^es.  Sir,  if  your  Scheme  be  really  for  the  Improx'e- 
^ent  of  the  Reve?iue,  and  not  meerly  9.  Plan  of  Power, 
\  believe  I  could  myfelf  propofe  a  Remedy  againll 
mod  of  thefe  Evils  ;  for  if  there  is  the  leaii  Difference 
:between  Excijemen  and  Cufto?n-houfe  Officers,  it  cannot 
poffibly  confiil  in  any  T'hing  but  This  ;  that  the  for- 
'mci'  are  appointed  by  the  CommiJJioners  of  Excife,  who 

may 
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may  have  Expecience  of  their  Fidelity,  as  well  as  Abi- 
lities, and  therefore  are,  in  fome  Manner,  anfwerable 
for  their  Conducft  ;  whereas  the  latter  are  the  Creatures 
of  the  Treafury,  and  recommended  from  fuch  high 
Hands,  as  render  Them  almoft  independent  of  their 
Matters  at  the  Cufiom-houfe.  Therefore,  Sir,  before 
You  make  any  invidious  Comparifons  between  one  Com- 
mijjion  and  the  other,  you  would  do  well  to  put  them 
upon  an  Equality,  in  this  Refpeft,  and  give  the  Co7n~ 
mijjioners  of  the  Cujfoms  the  fame  Power  of  nominating 
and  advancing  their  Officers,  as  Thole  of  the  Excife 
have  already.  I  am  told  that  This  was  pradifed  in 
the  Time  of  One  of  your  Predecejfors ;  and  if  You  pleafe 
to  revive  it,  I  believe  You  will  iind  no  great  Difference 
between  Them,  in  Point  of  Honefy,  or  Ability  ;  but, 
it  feems,  no  Regulations  will  anfwer  your  Purpofe,  but 
fubjedling  the  Cujioms  to  the  Laws  of  Excife  ;  and  in 
this  Point,  Sir,  we  mull  beg  Leave  to  hope  that  the 
fame  Difference  will  be  continued  for  ever. 

The  Frauds  in  the  Wine  Trade  fucceed  in  their 
Courfe ;  and  though  You  have  not  advanced  one  Ar- 
gument, on  this  Head,  but  what  hath  been  frequently 
expofed  already,  I  plainly  perceive  by  the  Air  of 
Triumph,  with  which  you  deliver  yourfelf  on  this  Part 
of  the  Subjeft,  that  you  v/ill  impute  it  to  Want  of  A- 
bility,  if  I  fhould  pafs  it  by,  without  any  Notice. 

You  tell  us,  that  a  great  deal  cfWine  is  clandeftinely 
run  ;  and  that  the  greateft  Fart  of  what  is  fold  in  pub^ 
lick  Houfes  is  nothing  but  a  poifonous  Compolition  of 
unknown  Materials.  In  another  Place,  You  fay  that 
the  knavijh  Coopers  and  Vintners  fell  ten  times  the 
^antities  of  the  Wines  'They  pur  chafe  from  the  honejl 
Merchant,  by  their  unreafonable  Mixtures  of  cheap  and, 
perhaps,  poifonous  Materials. 

Here  likewife  we  are  willing  to  admit,    as  it   hath 
been  allow'd  already  in  the  Courfe   of  this   long  De- 
bate,   that    there    are  Frauds  and   Impofttions  in  this 
Branch  of  Trade,  by  the  Mixture  and  Adulteration  of 
B  b   2  Wines ; 
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Wines ;  but  we  cannot  conceive  them  to  be  fo  exorbi- 
tant in  the  ^antity,  or  fo  noxious  in  the  ^ality,  as 
You  fet  them  forth. 

You  muR  excufe  me,  5/r,  if  I  take  Notice  that 
the  Manner,  in  which  this  Part  of  the  Argument  lias 
been  treated  by  Tou.^  and  efpecially  your  Advocates,  is 
not  only  indecent,  but  impUtick.  Had  this  Regulation 
of  the  Wine  Tirade  been  calculated  only  for  the  Good  of 
Mankind,  and  to  prefei-ve  the  Health  of  his  Majeftfs 
Subje^s;  it  was  furelv  your  Intereft  to  conciliate  the 
Minds  of  all  People  to  it,  efpecially  Thofe  moll  affeded, 
by  cool  Reafoning,  and  fmooth  Words,  But  fuppofing 
your  great  Regard  for  our  Conftitutions  might  tranfport 
you  a  liitle  beyond  the  Bounds  of  Decency  againft  thofe 
£Q7?imon  Poifoners^  the  Vititners ;  what  Occafion  was 
there  to  treat  their  Wives  arid  Daughters  in  fo  cavalier 
a  A-lanner,  as  a  Parcel  of  Bazvds  and  Whores,  who  w^ere 

5t  the  Service  of  every  drunken  Rake  ? Have  You 

thtTi  met  v/ith  fo  little  Oppofition  to  your  Scheme,  as 
to  encourage  your  Advocates  to  exafperate  People  in 
this  Manner,  and  add  the  Infults  of  brutal  Language 
to  the  Terrors  of  an  Excife  ? 

But  inftead  of  Reafoning  with  You  any  farther  on 
-this  Subjeft,  give  me  Leave  to  ask  You  a  few  Queflions. 

With  '^vhat  View  can  You  infill  fo  much  on  the 
foijonous  Compojttions  of  the  Coopers  and  Wine  Brewers  f 
■  ■  Do  You  really  defign  that  nothing  but  Nett  Wines 
Jhall  be  fold  for  Wine  F  —  Have  You  no  Apprehen- 
iions  that  This   will   deftroy  the  very  End   of  your 

Vroje^  ? Com.e  !  lay  your  Hand  on  your  Heart, 

and  declare  the  Truth  freely  ;  that  it  is  not  your  De- 
iign  to  preferve  the  People  of  Efigland  from  being  poi- 
fon'd,  but  to  increafe  the  Revenue,  by  laying  a  Duty  of 
fix  Rounds  on  every  Hogfhead  of  Poifon,  fold  to  Them 
by  Authority.  Be  fo  good  as  to  let  us  know  whether 
the  Officers  will  be  order'd  to  take  no  Duty  upon  any 
Liquors  call'd  Wines,  but  what  They  fhall  be  afTured 
are  pure  P  Ox,  if  This  ihould  b«  the  Cafe,  don't  You  . 

think 
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think  It  will  be  fomething  difficult  to  pick  up  Officers 
of  fuch  exquifite  Palates,  as  to  diftinguifh  real  Wines 
from  the  artful  Compolitions  of  thefe  fubtle  Wizards, 
( as  your  Advocates  call  Them  )  the  Coopers  and  Wine- 
Brewers  ?  Or,  if  You  ihould  be  fo  happy  as  to  get  a 
compleat  Colleftion  of  thefe  ingenious  Artijls,  and  by 
their  Means  intirely  deftroy  our  Hofne-MamifaSlure  of 
Wine ;  what  would  be  the  Confequence  ?  Would  not 
the  Frice  of  Wine  be  advanced  ?  Might  not  that  Ad- 
vance leffen  the  Confumption,  and  confequently  dimi- 
nifh  the  Revenue  P  Nay,  if  it  fhould  happen  to  be  at- 
tended with  none  of  thefe  Confequences,  and  the  fame 
^antity  of  Wine  fliould  continue  to  be  drunk  in  Eng- 
land,  muft  it  not  vaflly  inlarge  the  Importation  of  fo- 
reign Winest  according  to  your  own  excellent  Calcula- 
tion, and  turn  the  Ballance  of  that  Trade  intirely  againft 
us  ? 

Having  defcanted,  in  this  learned  Manner,  on  the 
myfierious  Iniquities  committed  l)y  the  Dealers  in  Wine 
and  Tobacco,  You  afFeft  a  great  deal  of  Concern  for 
the  poor  People  of  England ;  whom,  with  a  filly  Fathos, 
you  ftyle  the  unhappy  Sufferers,  and  are  fo  good  as  to 
profefs  Yourfelf  their  Advocate.  Your  Compaffion  for 
their  Sufferings,  at  this  Time,  is  truely  heroical,  and 
comes  with  a  peculiar  Grace  from  the  ?vlouth  of  One, 
v/ho  hath  wantonly  fported,  for  many  Years  paft,  with 
Bains,  Penalties  and  Taxes.  But  there  feems  to  be,  at- 
the  fame  Time,  a  little  Spleen  and  Uneajinefs  mix'd 
up  with  thefe  Profeffions  of  Sorrow  and  Affection  for 
the  People.  You  tell  us,  with  a  very  awkard  Sneer, 
that  it  is  almofl  impojfble  to  believe  that,  in  thefe  Days 
(^/^  Reformation,  there  will  not  be  the  fame  Zeal 
Jhewn  againji  Thofe,  who  defraud  the  whole  Body  of 
the  People  in  fo  open,  fo  notorious,  fo  avowed  and  pub- 
lick  a  Manner,  as  there  hath  jujfly  been  epcprefs'd  a- 
galnjl  Thofe,  who  have  been  guilty  of  the  like  Crimes 
againft  particular  Societies,  or  a  fezu  particular  Perfons. 

Here,  Sir,  if  I  take  you   rlghdy,  your  Joy   is  not 

quite  fmcere.     Yo'u  do  not  feem  to  be  altogether  plea- 

Bb    3  fed 
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fed  with  thefs  Days  i?/' Reformation.  Methinks 
I  fe(5  You  in  you-  Clofet,  while  You  are  writing  this 
elegant  Paffage,  knitring  your  Brows,  and  muttering  to 
Yourfelf —  Charitable  Corporation  !  — Der- 
WENTWATER  !  —  YoRK  BuiLDiNGs !  — Where  the 
Devil  will  this  Reformation   end  t 

I  thought,  Siry  all  v/as  not  quite  right  with  You  by 
the  laft  Paragraph ;  and  in  the  next  You  difcover  it 
very  plainly ;  for  You  immediately  drop  the  fmooth, 
cajoling  Style,  and,  lofmg  all  your  Temper  at  once, 
call  every  Body  about  you,  Jacobites  and  Repub- 
Xicans.  You  feem,  mdeed,  to  be  a  little  fenfible  of 
your  Diforder,  by  owning  Them  to  be  Perfons  of  very 
remote  Principles,  and  calling  it  an  utmatural  Union. 
Why  really.  Sir,  the  Compofiiion  is  odd  enongh;  a 
little  more  odd,  I  fancy,  than  any  You  will  find  in 
the  Vintners  Cellars. 

We  know  that  You  have  long  been  ufed  to  this 
Gentlemanlike  Way  of  confuting  your  Ad'uerjdries  ;  and 
iit  mull  be  confefs'd  that  You  have  formerly  executed 
many  hopeful  Projefts,  by  Virtue  of  this  Word  Jaco- 
bite ;  but  it  is  too  much  v/orn  at  prefent  to  do  You  any 
Service ;  and  therefore  You  tack  the  Word  Republican 
to  it,  notwithftanding  the  Remotenefs  and  Incongruity 
of  their  Principles.  You  tell  us  that  thefe  are,  the  on^ 
tzvo  Denominations  of  Men,  who  have  raifed  the^r^- 
fent  Clamour  and  oppofed  your  Schem-e. — What  I  does 
the  City  of  London  and  moft  of  the  great  trading 
Towns  and  Corporations  in  England  confiii  of  nothing 
huiyacobites  2c(id  Republicans?  But  as  You  have  al- 
ways branded  every  Body  with  the  Chara<fler  of  a 
J acobite,  who  hath  been  formerly  diftinguifh'd  by 
the  Nam.e  of  a  lory,  or  an  High-Churchman,  in  the 
Days  of  our  unhappy  Divilions ;  fo  it  is  very  proba- 
ble that,  under  the  Denomination  of  Republicans,  you  - 
include  all  Tliofc,  wheth>er  Lozv-Churchrnen  or  Dijfen- 
ters,  who  have  been  fo  unhappy  as  to  diflike  your 
Meafures.  If  This,  Sir,  is  your  Meaning,  I  believe 
You  will  find  Them  no  incenj^derahle  Party ;  for,  lay- 
ing 
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ing  afide-the  vaft  Body  oi  Crozvn-Officers,Cwily  Mili- 
tary and  Ecckfiaftical,  I  think  They  cannot  amount, 
at  a  moderate  Computation,  to  lefs  than  "Ninety-nine  in 
/?«  iy/Wr^<:/ of  the  whole  Kingdom.  I  hope  therefore 
that  You  have  been  a  little  too  free,  in  fligmatizing  all 
thefe  Perfons  with  the  Charafter  of  being  Enemies  to 
theKoYhh  Family,  nozv  ej}ablijh'*d  on  the  Throne^ 
and  our  present  happy  Constitution, 

Thus  far  I  am  ready  to  admit  your  AfTertion  is 
juft ;  that  You  have  united  thefe  two.  great  Bodies  of 
Men,  in  the  Senfe  before-mention'd,  and  brought  about 
th^ith^^Tpy  Coalition  of  PartieSf  which  we  have  long 
endeavour'd,  but  in  vain,  to  accompliih.  This,  Sir, 
is  the  only  good  EiFeft  attending  your  Scheme.  But 
whether  it  was  altogether  politick  in  You  to  blab  out 
this  Secret,  I  leave  to  your  own  Judgment.  It  is,  at 
leall,  a  pubiick  Confeffion  from  your  own  Mouth,  that 
two  Parties,  the  moft  remote  in  their  Principles,  Views 
and  Interejis,  are  vigoroufy  united  in  their  Oppojition 
fo  your  Meafures. 

But  You  affirm  that  this  Oppofition  proceeds  from 
the  Apprehenlions  of  the  unfair  Traders,  that  it  will 
effedually  prevent  Frauds  in  the  ColleBion  of  the  Re- 
venue ',  upon  which  you  apply  another  Piece  of  School- 
boy's Latin  ;  hinc  ili^e  Lachrymcs.  — No,  Sir,  You  are 
as  fenfible  as  any  Man  in  England  that  this  general 
Oppofition  arifes  from  the  juft  Apprehenfions  of  the 
People,  founded  on  Experience,  that  the  Manner  of 
collefting  Duties  by  Excife  is  ruinous  to  Tirade,  and 
tends  to  the  Subverlion  of  Liberty.  They,  who  have 
felt  the  Rigour  of  thefe  Laws,  complain  of  them  as 
grievous.  For  this  Reafon,  They  have  declared  againft 
2iTiy  farther  Extenfion  of  them  ;  and  are  refolved  to  op- 
pofe  it  by  all  dutiful  and  lawful  Methods  ',  but  You, 
Sir,  tell  Them  very  gracioufly,  that  They  are  igno- 
rant of  their  own  Interefts ;  that  They  know  nothing 
of  Trade ;  and  that  You  are  refolved  to  make  Them 
happy  under  thefe  Laws,  whether  _They  will,  or  not. 

As 
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As  a  Proof  that  this  Remedy  will  be  adequate  to  th© 
Dijiemper,  You  give  us  an  Inftance  in  the  late  Ad, 
for  excifmg  Coffee,  7ea  and  Chocolate  i  which,  You 
fay,  hath  brought  above  a  Million  more  into  the  Ex- 
chequer, during  the  eight  Tears,  in  which  they  have 
been  under  thefe  excellent  Laws,  than  they  produced  in 
the  eight  Tears  preceding.  How  far  We  may  take  your 
Word  for  This,  I  know  not ;  or,  fuppoiing  it  to  be 
true,  it  may  be  owing  to  other  Caufes,  befides  the 
Prevention  of  Frauds ;  fuch  as  Luxury,  and  the  increa- 
fed  Confumption  of  fhofe  Coinmodities,  which  is  now 
become  almoll  univerfal ;  for  it  is  certain  that  Tea  was 
never  fo  much  run,  as  it  hath  been  lince  that  Aci  j 
and  I  am  credibly  inform'd  that  whatever  the  Excife 
might  produce  at  firft,  it  hath  dwindled  away  again 
for  feveral  Years  paft  ;  fo  that,  perhaps,  We  Ihall  iind, 
tipon  a  ftri6l  Enquiry,  that,  excepting  the  Abatement 
of  Pr^emiums  on  pro?npt  Payment,  (  which  in  ElFed,  is 
an  additional  Tax)  the  Publick  hath  gainM  but  little 
by  this  hoafted  Improvement  of  the  Revenue,  beiides  an 
Increafe  of  Officers,  and  the  Power  of  azving  and  ha- 
raffng  the  Subje^ ;  for  there  is  hardly  any  Thing 
wanting  in  that  A5f,  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  Fi- 
nances of  France,  or  Denmark. 

And  yet  You  are  not  afhamed  to  fuggeft,  that  the 
Inconvenience,  which  hath  arifen  from  the  Alteration 
cfcclleSing  the  Duties  on  thefe  Commodities,  is  in  no 
Degree  adequate  to  the  vaft  Benefit,  zohich  hath  accrued 
to  the  Publick.  —  Pray,  Sir,  is  not  the  diilreffing  and 
vexing  many  Thoufands  of  the  People  an  Inconveni- 
ence ?  —  Is  not  the  Difcontent  of  the  People  of  Eng- 
land in  general,  arifmg  from  this  Alteration,  an  Incon- 
venience of  great  Weight  and  Confequence  ?  — —  Do 
You  think,  Sir,  that  nobody's  Eafe  and  Happinefs  are 
to  be  confulted  but  your  own  ;  or  that  your  lingle 
Refolution  ought  to  bear  down  the  united   Judgment 

of  the   People   of  Great  Britain  ? 1  apprehend, 

Sir,  that  This  of  itfelf  would   be  fuch  an  Inccnveni- 

.  ence. 
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ence^  as  no  Increafe  of  the  Duty  whatfoever  would 
compenfate  to  the  People. 

The  next  Thing  remarkable  in  your  Letter  is  your 
Declamation  on  \.\\q  fatal  Mifchiefs,  accruing  to  the 
Merchants  and  their  unfortunate  "Friends,  who  are  Sure- 
ties for  Them,  by  their  having  Credit  given  Them  on 
their  Bonds ;  which  tempts  Them  to  employ  their 
Money  in  Exchange-Jliey. 

What  a  noble  Friend  art  Thou  to  the  Traders  of 
Great  Britain  P  —  Is  not  Credit  equal  to  Money  P  — 
Is  not  Credit  to  the  Publick  a  Multiplication  of  Money  ? 
—  Have  not  You  found  it  lb,  in  many  Inftancea,  for 
your  ow^n  Advantage  ? Flath  not  the  diiiafive  In- 
fluence cf  Credit  reduced  the  national  Iniereft  to  half 
what  it  was,  in  former  Times?  And,  if  the  Credit  of 
Traders,  on  which  the  national  Credit  depends,  is  ta- 
ken from  Them,  how  fbon  mull  They  link  into  Bank- 
ruptcy ?  — However,  thus  far  I  will  agree  with  You  ; 
that  an  Excife  will  prevent  the  Ruin  of  many  Fami- 
lies by  Credit. — Why  ?  — Becaufe  Multitudes  of  Tradef- 
men  will  be  undone,  for  Want  of  Perfons  to  give  Them 
Credit. —  Who  wall  truft  Shop-keepers,  do  You  think, 
who  are  liable  every  Day  of  their  Lives  to  be  reduced 
to  Ruin,  for   little  Mijiakes.  or   Frauds,    by   arbitrary 

-Judges  and  exorbitant  Penalties  P It  is  like  giving 

Security  for  their  good  Behaviour;  which,  in 
fome  Cafes,  is  little  lefs  than  a  Prohibition  from  lazvful 
Bufnefs. 

As  for  S  T  o  c  K-j  o  B  B  I  N  G,  if  any  Thing  will  en- 
courage it  more  than  ufual,  it  is  an  Excise  ;  and, 
perhaps,  That  may  be  one  of  your  covert  Realbns 
for  purfuing  this  Scheme  with  fo  much  undaunted 
Vigour  ',  for  if  the  Merchants  and  Traders  of  Engla?id 
fhould  not  be  able  to  purfue  their  honeil:  BuHnefs  with- 
out a  Load  of  heavy  Chains  on  their  Legs,  They  will 
naturally  refort  to  Stock-'jobbitig.  Defpair  of  getting 
a  competent  Livelyhood  by  Trade  in  the  common 
Way,  to  which  They  were  bred,  will  drive  Them  to 

extraordinary 
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extraordinary  Methods  of  Subfi fiance.  Necefftty  com- 
pels Men  to  Afls  of  Hazard  and  Danger.  It  forces 
fome  to  the  Highway  ;  others  to  Exchange- Alley  ;  and 
many  to  ferve  the  vHe  Purpofes  of  a  wicked  Minijier, 
But  You,  A^/r,  cannot  plead  NeccJJity  in  your  Excufe.- 
It  is  meer  Wantonnefs  and  Infolence  of  Power,  which 
prompt  You  to  Iport,  in  this  Manner,  with  the  for- 
tunes and   Liberties  of  your  Fellow  Subjects. 

After  this  ridiculous  Invedlive  againlt  Credit^  You 
are  plealed  to  make  an  authoritative  Declaration,  with- 
out any  Colour  ofReafon,  or  Coherence  of  Argument, 
that  in  Cojifequence  of  this  Scheme,  Great  Britain  will 
become  a  ixt^  Port,  and  a  general  Storehoufe  forWjwE 
a?id  Tobacco.'  ■  So  extraordinary  an  AfTertion  as 
This  delerves  a  Remark  or  two  i '  and   fix^  as  to  Wine. 

For  God  Sake,  what  can  '^otir  Honour  mean  by  fay- 
ing, that  your  Scheme  will  make  Great  Britain  a  Store- 
houfe for  that  Cojnmodity  ?  How  ignorant  mull  You 
be  of  the  Nature  of  all  Sorts  of  Trade,  except  one,  to 
fall  into  fo  filly  a  Miftake  ?  To  what  Purpofe  Ihould 
any  Body  land  Wines  here,  in  order  to  export  them 
abroad  ?  Was  This  ever  heard  of  before  ^  For  my  Part, 
I  am  an  utter  Stranger  to  any  fuch  Kind  of  Commerce  j 
nor  do  I  believe  that  Wines  were  ever,  or  will  ever  be 
exported  from  Great  Britain,  in  any  Quantities  worth 
Regard.  To  what  Place,  I  pray,  can  the  Merchants 
be  fuppofed  to  fend  them  ?  Other  Countries  can  buy 
Wines,  or  take  them  in  Exchange  for  their  ozvn  Goods, 
at  a  cheaper  Rate  than  They  can  have  them  from    Vs. 

And  as  for  making  Great  Britain  a  free  Port  and  a 
general  Store-houfe  for  Tobacco,  your  Honour  feems 
to  have  fallen  into  a  greater  Blunder  than  in  the 
former  Article.  Can  this  Ifland  be  the  Store-houfe  for 
Tobacco,  m  a  greater  Degree,  than  it  is  at  prefent  ?  Is 
not  the  chief  Part  of  this  Commodity  the  Growth  of 
our  own  Plantations  ?  And  is  not  all  our  Plant ation-To- 
bacco  now  brought  hither  ?  Can  it  be  carried  to  any 
other  Country,  without  being  iirft  landed  in  Great 
Britain  f  —  At  prefent  therefore  this  .  JJland   may   be 

properly 
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properly  fa  id  to  be  the  ge7ieral  Stere-houfe  for  Tobacco, 
though  not  a  free  Port ;  and  You  would  do  well  to  con- 
fider,  Sir,  whether  any  Akeration  in  the  Courfc  of  this 
Trade,  efpecially  by  V7ay  of  Excife,  may  not  afFeft  it 
in  a  very  great  Degree,  and  encourage  other  Nations  to 
become  our  Rivals  in  it;  as  They  have  already  been, 
with  too  much  Succefs,  in  Sugar  and  other  Commo- 
dities. 

You  now  pay  your  Devoirs  to  the  Retailer,  and 
make  fome  Apologies  to  him  for  not  taking  his  Cafe 
into  Conlideration  before. 

Why  really,  Sir,  I  think  it  is  high  Time  to  give 
thefe  poor  People  a  few  good  Words ;  and  You  feem  to 
fet  out  very  fair;  but  on  reading  feveral  Pages,  under 
this  Article,  I  can  find  nothing  in  them  but  the  fame 
Strain  of  Railing  and  Abufe,  with  an  awkard  Attempt 
to  prove  that  it  is  all  for  their  Good.  You  confine  your 
Inveftive,  indeed,  to  the  fraudulent  Trader ;  but  You 
plainly  intend  it  againft  the  whole  Body  of  the  Retailer's 
in  general ;  for  though  You  are  pleafed  to  admit  that 
there  is  fuch  a  Thing  in  the  World  as  a  fair  Trader, 
You  do  it  in  a  mighty  cool  Manner,  by  Way  of  Paren- 
thefis  ;  as  much  as  to  fay,  Rara  Avis  in  Terris  \  if  I 
jnay  venture  to  give  You  a  little  Scrap  of  Latin  in  my 
Turn.  —  But  let  us  come  to  the  Point ;  which  brings 
us  to  the  fecoTid  Obje£iion  againft  the  propofed  Alteration  ; 
that  it  will  be  injurious  to  English  Liberty. 

You  begin  with  that  Branch  of  the  Objedion,  which 
-Concerns  the  Power  of  the  Oihcers  to  vifit  Jloufes  i  and 
affirm,  without  any  Hefitation,  that  it  wdll  be  for  every 
honeft  Mail's  Advantage  and  Credit ;  upon  which  I  muft 
beg  Leave  to  ask  You  a  few  more  Queftions. 

Good  Sir,  do  You  think  it  can  be  for  the  Advan- 
tage of  the  honeft  eft  Man  in  'Engla?id,  to  have  every 
Room  in  his  Houfe  conftantly  liable  to  be  rummaged, 
by  Day  or  by  Night,  at  the  Will  and  Pleafure  of  a 
fcvj'vy  little  Fellow,  who  may  hope  to  recommend 
himlelf  by  being  vexatious  in  his  Office,  or  perhaps 
with  an  Intent  only  of  drawing  out  a  little  Civility 

Money ; 


500       APPENDIX. 

Mone^ ;  which  may  afterwards  be  made  a  Charge  a- 
%zm{\^}cit  poor  Retailer,  and  involve  him  mfevere  Pe- 
nalties and  igimninious  Profecuiions  P 

Is  it  for  the  Advantage  of  an  honefi  Man  to  be  at 
the  Charge  of  keeping  Scales  and  Weights,  as  -well  as 
being  obliged  himfelf  to  ajjtjl  in  weighing  his  Goods,  as 
often  as  this  bufy  Familiar  fhall  be  pleafed  to  require  it  ? 

Is  it  for  his  Advantage  to  be  at  the  Trouble  of 
keeping  regular  Accounts  of  all  the  Goods  He  fells 
tN^xy  Day,  and  to  whom  He  fells  them  ? 

Is  it  for  his  Advantage  to  be  continually  dancing 
Attendance  at  the  Permit  Office,  and  waiting  the  Plea- 
fure  of  the  little  Clerks  there,  who  may  happen  to 
be  regaling  Themfelves  at  a  neighbouring  Alehoufe,  for 
every  Quantity  of  Goods  he  may  fell  above  fi:^  Pound 
Weight,  or  above  a  Gallon  in  excifeable  Liquors ;  which 
is  liable  to  be- feized  and  forfeited  without  their  Cer- 
tificate ? 

Can  it  be  thought  to  be  either  for  the  Adva?itAge  or 
Credit  of  an  honeji  Man  to  lye  under  the  Obligation  of 
frequently  purging  himfelf  upon  Oath,  in  the  exadell 
Manner,  with  Regard  to  his  particular  Dealings  ? 

Is  it  for  his  Advantage,  that  thefe  Proteftant  Inqui- 
Jltors  fhould  be  let  into  the  particular  Knowledge  of 
all  his  Dealings ;  by  which  Means  They  may  frequently 
have  it  in  their  Power  to  deprefs  his  Credit,  and  clan- 
deilinely  work  him  out  of  his  Bufinefs  ? 

In  JuiHiication  of  thefe  exorbitant  Powers,  You  draw 
a  very  pretty  Comparifon  between  Ships  and  HoujeSy 
and  tell  us,  that  the  CuJio?n'Houfe  Officer  has  the  fame 
Power  over  one,  that  the  Excifeman  hath  over  the 
other.  —  But  I  mull  beg  Leave  to  make  a  fmali  Di- 
ftinfticn  in  this  Cafe. 

A  Ship,  Sir,  is  a  moil  ingenious  Piece  of  ikfi?r/^'^>^//'^, 
defign'd  for  the  Conveyance  of  mercantile  Goods  from 
one  Part  of  the  World  to  another;  and,  as  I  apprehend 
with  humble  SubmiiTion,  cannot  be  cali'd  a  fix''d  Ha- 
bitation. For  this  Reafon  it  is  liable  to  Infpedion  in 
all  Countries,  like  Waggon i  and  other  co-ranion  Vehicles. 

^■ut 
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But  a  Manjton-Houfey  or  private  Dzvelling-place,  hath 
been  always  efleem'd  a  Sort  OilSanBuary,  in  mofi  ci- 
vilized Nations ;  efpecially  where  Liberty  prevails  in 
any  Degree ;  and,  in  this  Nation,  it  hath  always  pafs'd 
under  the  Name  of  a  Mar^s  Cajile-,  till  You,  Sir, 
form'd  the  Project  of  invading  and  reducing  it  tq 
the  fame  precarious  State  with  our  floating  Cajiles. 

But  You  feem  to  think  this  Fiji  tat  ion  of  Houfes  ab« 
folutely  necefTary,  and  not  at  all  inconvenient  to  the 
honefi  trader.  The  honefl  Trader  is  of  another  Opi- 
nion, and  knows  there  is  a  M;^}ery,  even  in  ths.faireji 
Trade i  which  ought  not  to  be  difcover'd.  Dear  Sir^ 
give  me  Leave  to  appeal  to  Yourfelf,  in  this  Cafe. 
Do  You  not  from  your  Heart  believe  the  Art  of  Decy- 
phering  to  be  a  very  honeft  Trade  ?  Do  You  not  think  it 
as  myjierious  an  Art  as  any  carried  on,  even  ,by  the- 
Wiue-Brezven  and  Tobacco-Favors  ?  And  yet,  5/r,  You 
may  remember  that  it  was  adjudged  by  the  higheft 
Authority,  on  a  very  folemn  Occafion,  that  This  was 
a  Myflery^  \vhich  ought  not  to  be  reveal'd  j  though  the 
Interefl  of  only  two  Persons  in  the  whole  Kingdom 
v/ere  concern'd  in  it. 

But  let  me  go  a  little  farther  on  this  Subje<5l  of  dil- 
covering  the  Myfleries  of  Trade.  What  is  the  Reafon, 
^ir,  for  giving  large  Sumsof  A^oney  with  ^/r^-^/zV^i? 
Is  it  only  for  Board  and  Lodging ;  or  is  it  to  inftrudl 
Them  in  the  Art  and  Myftery  of  the  parti-cular  Trade, 
to  which  They  are  bound  ?  Are  not  thefe  JVords  the 
very  Terms  exprefs'd  in  their  Indentures  F  li"  therefore 
your  Reafonitig  is  juil,  and  your  Schetne  fhould  prevailj, 
I  would  advife  ail  Gentlemen,  as  well  as  Others,  to 
bind  their  Sons  Apprentices  to  Excifcmen,  as  the  bcO: 
Way  to  inHru6l  Them  in  the  Myfleries  of  all  Trades 
at  once ;  fo  that  if  one  fails.  They  may  take  up  another. 

But  here  You  recur  once  more  to  the  Myfleries  of 
Jniquity,  and  aflert   that  it  is  upon  this  Account    the 

Retailers  diead    an   Infpeclion. -Lord,  Sir,  how 

came  Ton,  of  ail  lilen  in  the  WorU,  to  be  fo  fond  of 
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difcovei-ing  Myji  cries  of  Iniquity?  Do  but  conlider  what 
a  terrible  Fright  You  was  in  but  a  few  Pages  before,  on 
Account  of  thefe  Days  of  Reformation.  One  would 
think  that  You  had  loft  your  Senses  zvith your  Ho- 
■NESTY,  as  your  learned  Advocate  Mr.  Osbcrfie  ob- 
served, in  his  judicious  Paper  of  Saturday  laft  ;  but  1 
will  put  the  IfFue  of  our  prefent  Difpute  on  thisfaigle 
Point.  — -Will  You,  Sir,  who  are  fo  zealous  for  extend- 
ing this  -jifitatorial  Pozver.,  be  pleafed  to  put  Yourfelf 
under  ^^Qfame  yurifdidio?!^  and  confent  to  have  your 
Accounts  infpe^ed,  and  the  Myftery  of  your  Dealings  ex- 
pofed,  in  the  fame  rigorous  Manner,  by  Com?niffioners, 
to  be  appointed  by  the  People  t  Grant  us  only  this 
Point,  and  I  believe  all  the  Corporations  in  England y 
Lynn  itfelf  not  excepted,  would  revoke  their  late  In- 
ftruftions,  and  heartily  concur  in  a  Scheme,  which 
might  be  attended  with  fuch  infinite  Ad-vantage  to  the 
IsfatioTiy  and,  perhaps,  no  fmall  I??iprovement  of  the 
Revenue. 

But  as  we  can  have  no  Hopes  that  Tou  will  ever 
confent  to  any  Inquifition  of  this  Sort,  let  us  examine 
the  remaining  Part  of  your  Letter. 

The  Privilege  of  Englijhmen,  to  be  try'd  by  Juries, 
is  fo  well  underftood  by  every  Clafs  of  People,  and  the 
Argument  upon  it  hath  been  fo  fully  exhaufted,  in  the 
Courfe  of  this  Difpute,  that  it  may  be  thought  almoft 
impertinent  to  ofier  any  Thing  farther  on  that  Subjeft ; 
■and  I  do  allure  you,  Sir,  that  nothing  {hould  induce 
me  to  do  it  but  your  own  great  Authority,  in  fccond- 
ing  the  ridiculous  Arguments  of  your  little  Advocates 
againft  this  fundamental  Privilege  of  the  People. 

Hovs'ever,  Sir,  I  fhall  be  very  ihort,  and  confider 
only  the  Inftances  You  have  produced,  to  fupport  your 
Argument  againft  this  Method  of  Trial. 

For  this  Purpofe,  You  are  pleafed  to  mention  the 
Lajid-Tax  and  Window-Tax  \  Difputes  about  Parijh  Rates  ; 
the  Repairs  of  Highways  and  Bridges ;  the  Payment  of 
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Servants  and  ManufaBurers  Wagei ;  and  Dijpites  be- 
twcen  ph-e~Clergy  and  their  Paripioners,  about  fmall 
Tythes',  all  which  Cafes,  You  tell  us,  are  direSied  by 
Law  to  be  adjudged  and  determined  either  by  particular 
Commiffioners  for  that  Furpofe^  cr  by  neighbouring 
Jaliices  of  the  Peace,  either  in  their  private  Capacity, 
or  at  the  garter  SeJJion,   and  without  a  Jury. 

But  it  unluckily  happens,  in  all  thele  Cafes,  that 
there  is  not  one  Penalty,  or  Forfeiture,  accruing  to  the 
Officers,  or  the  Crozun  j  neither  are  the  Officers  ap- 
pointed by  the  Crown ;  but  by  the  Parliament,  their 
refpedlive  Cmnties,  or  Parij7:>es ;  fo  that  all  thefe 
Inilances  are  quite  foreign  to  the  Cafe  oi  Excifes,  and 
nothing  to  the  Purpofe. 

You  confefs  that,  in  the  Cafe  of  fmall  Tythes,  the 
Vicar  may,  ifplepleafes^  fue  in  the  Exchequer ',  and 
therefore  1  arn  at  a  Lofs  to  guefs  for  what  Purpofe  Yoo. 
could  infer t  This  in  your  Coliedion  of  Cafe?,  deter- 
minable in  a  fummary  Manner^  witliout  a  Trial  by 
Juries. 

You  likewile  acknowledge,  that  the  greateft  Privi- 
lege of  an  Englifhman  is  a  fair   and  impartial  Trial, 

and  in  mofi  Cafes  by  a  Jury. Let  me  ask  You 

therefore  hov/  the  Merchants  of  England  have  fo  far 
incurr'd  your  Ho'nour''=>  Difpleafure  as  to  be  excluded 
from  this  greateft  Privilege  of  Englifcfuen  F  —  I  believe. 
Sir,  that  I  may  anfwer  for  .the  whole  Body  of  Them, 
that  They  would  rather  fubmit  to  the  Vexation  and 
Expence  of  a  Prolecution  in  the  Court  of  Excheq^uef, 
where  Trials  by  furies  are  Hill  preferved,  than  leave 
their  Property  to  the  arbitrary  Determination  of  Court- 
Commiffioners-y  and  This,  Sir,  is  all  I  fhall  fay  to  You, 
at  prefent,  upon  the  Point  of  furies. 

You  now  proceed  to  the  Dangers  apprehended,  (  or 
infinuated,  as  you  call  it)  from  the  new  Levy  of  Officer  s, 
which  will  be  necelTary  to  put  your  Scheme  in  Execu- 
tion ;  and  comfort  us  with  an  Aflurance  that  the 
Number  will  be  very  inconfiderable  i  which  You  are 
C  c  2  pleafed 
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pleafed  to  illuftrate  by  the  fmall  Increafe  of  Officers^ 
occafion'd  by  the  late  Aft  for  excifmg  Coffee,  Tea  and 
Chocolate.  You  inform  us  that  the  additional  Officers, 
created  on  that  Account,  were  no  more  than  80,  excepting 
Clerks,  and  Perfons  employ  dfolely  in  Writing ;  and  that 
the  prejent  propofed  Increafe  will  not  be  150  in  all 
England  j  besides  y^i//?^  Warehoule -keepers  in  this 
Tozun  z?/' London,  whofe  fole  Bufinefs  it  will  be  to  keep 
a  Ke^)  jointly  with  the  Merchants. 

Well,    ^ir,  let  us  allow  this  Calculation  to  be  juf!, 
and  that  no  more  than  150  Officers  will  be  added  for 
England,    on   your  new  Sche??ie ;    yet   including 
Scotland,  and  the  0^a'/-j  employ 'd  there,  with  all 
the  additional  Clerks  and  Warehoufe-meny    on  Account 
of  Tea,    Wi7ie  and  Tobacco,    in  both  Kingdoms,    They 
"will  certainly  amount  to  a  very  large  Number.    Let  us 
fuppofe  Them  only  to  be  500  ;    can  fuch  an  Increafe, 
added  to  the  600  raifed  lafl  Year,  on  Account  of  the 
^alt  Duty,  and  the  vaft  Multitude  fubfifting  before,  be 
thought  of  no  Danger  ?    May  not  all  thefe  Offices  be 
given  to  the  Sons,  Servants,    or  Dependents  o'i  those 
Persons,    whom  a  Minifler  too  often  £nds  it  his  In- 
iereil  to  oblige  ?   And  does  not  This   tend  to  abridge 
and  undermine  the  Freedom  of  thofe  Affemblies,  w^hich 
is  the  only  Support  of  our  Liberties  and  Co? flit ut ion  ? 
But  what  Security   can  the  Publick  have,    if  your 
TrojeSi  fhould  take  EfFeft,  that  You  will  raife  no  more 
than  150  of  thefe  new  Troops?    May  You  not    inlift 
what  Numbers  You  pleafe,  even  ad  hf  nit  urn,  if  You 
find  it  necelTary  for  the  Support  of  your  Meafures  ? 
Who  can  controul  You,  when  the  Scheme  is  eRablilh'd, 
if  the  united  Voice  of  the  whole  Kingdom  cannot  controul 
You  at  prefent  ? 

As  to  the  Warehoufes,  which  You  acknowledge  to 
be  a  Part  of  your  Scheme,  I  ihall  only  obferve  that 
it  is  exa£lly  another  charitable  Corporation  FrojeSi. 
The  Goods  of  the  Merchants,  it  feems,  are  to  be  de- 
pofited,  like  common  Pledges,  in  your  Honoufs  Lumber 

Houfes, 
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Houfes,    under  the  Infpeftion  and  Care   of  fuch  an 
honeft  Steward,  as  John  fhompfon. 

But  I  am  really  weary  of  folio v/ing  You  through  this 
Labyrinth  of  Inconliftency  and  Folly.  I  fhall  therefore 
conclude  with  a  few  jQiort  Refleftions  upon  the  whole. 

Arijiotk  obierves  very  jultly,  that  great  Care  ought 
to  be  taken  in  changing  the  fundamental  Parts  of  any 
Government ;  and  that  the  utmoft  Caution  ought  to  be 
had  againft  Thofe,  who  attempt  it  ly  Degrees.  ■ 
Machtavel,  (who  was,  perhaps,  as  great  a  Politician y 
though  not  quite  fo  honeft  a  Man)  fays,  in  EfFeft,  the 
fame  Thing  ;  when  He  advifes  any  Prince,  or  Minifter, 
who  has  a  Mind  to  alter  the  Conflitution~d^  his  Country, 
to  preferve  they^z;?!?  outward  Forms ',  and  tells  us  that 
the  Power  of  the  Roman  People  was  intirely  deflroy'd 
by  thefe  Means. 

Let  us  now  apply  thefe  Maxims  to  the  Cafe  of 
Excifes. 

When  this  Method  of  Taxation  was  firft  eftablifh'd 
amongft  us,  in  Times  of  a  civil  War,  the  Projectors  of 
it  proceeded  by  regular  Degrees,  againft  the  general 
Inclination  of  the  People;  but  fnding  Themfelves 
ftrong  enough  to  fucceed  in  their  iirft  Attempt,  They 
went  farther ;  whereupon  Mr.  Pym,  as  Dugdale  re- 
lates, did  by  his  Letter  to  Sir  John  Hotham,  fignify, 
that  They  had  proceeded  in  f^^Excife  to  many  Particulars, 
and  ifit ended  to  go  on  farther ;  but-  that  it  zuould  be 
neceffary  to  ufe-  the  People  to  it  b'^  little  and  little ; 
and  accordingh}^  under  the  fpecious  Pretences  of  payino- 
/y^^  Debts,  maintaining  the  krmj,  and  Security  ^/"Trade, 
before  the  Year  was  ended.  They  extended  the  Excife  to 
he  general,  even  to  /,^^  Shambles. 

When  the  fam.e  Scheme  was  attempted,  after  the 
Re-volution,  it  was  propofed  only  for  a  ihort  Time^ 
during  the  Exigencies  of  a  War  /  and  Dr.  D''Jvenant, 
who  wrote  for  Excifes,  at  that  Time,  by  the  Diredioa 
of  the  Treafury,  hath  this  remarkable  Paragraph  iii 
his  EJfay  on  Ways  and  Means,  vis, 

C  c  :?  ^  When 
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•*  When  the  People,  fays  He,  grow  once  fo  de- 
**  generate,  as  to  furrender  the  Rights  of  the  Nation, 
**  there  is  no  Ward  againft  fuch  Corruption ;  and  a 
**  Parliament,  that  would  confent  to  continue  Excifes 
*'  beyond  the  Necfffities  of  the  War,  would  give  up 
"*  Magna  Chart  a,  or  fettle  the  prefent  LandTaxes 
**  in  Perpetuity  on  the  Crown ;  but  it  is  hoped  there 
*'  are  not  Hands  enough,  in  this  Country,  to  help  a 
**  few  Flatterers  in  the  pulling  down  the  Fences  of 
*•'  our  Liberty,  and  to  promote  a  Defign,  that  would 
*'  as  well  ruin  the  King,  as  his  People. 

But  it  is  now  Time  to  draw  to  a  ConcluHon  ;  and 
I  will  do  it,  by  putting  You  in  Mind,  that  your  Jd- 
vccates  have,  for  feveral  Months,  endeavour'd  to  ridi- 
cule our  Apprehenlions  of  an  Excife-,  and  afTeited  that 
5f  any  fuch  Alteration  in  the  Revenue  fliould  be  pro- 
pofed,  it  would  not  be  attended  with  thofe  terrible 
Circumftances ,  with  relation  to  furies,  etitering 
Houfes,  &c.  which  the  Incendaries,  as  They  are  call'd, 
liave  reprefented.  But  your  Honour  has  fully  verified 
all,  that  hath  been  faid  by  thefe  wicked  Malignants, 
in  the  Pamphlet  now  before  us.  We  have  nothing 
iherefore  to  hope,  but  that  our  Reprefentatives  in  Par- 
liament will  rejeft  ycur  Scheme,  and  perfevere  in  the 
glcidous  Spirit  of  their  PredecefTors,  by  declaring  with 
an  unanimous  Voice,  Nolumus  Leges  Anglic 
mutari. 

As  this  ever-memorable  Sentence  is  the  great  Foun- 
dation of  Magna  Chart  A,  I  hope  You  will  not  be 
difpleafed.  Sir,  vvith  a  Aort  Quotation  from  an  *  old 
Book,  in  which  the  facred  Regard,  which  our  An- 
cefiors  paid  to  that  indelible  Law,  is  given  us  in  a 
!ull  and  a  ftrong  Light. 

"  The  Time  v/ould  fail  me,  fl-iould  I  inlarge  upon 

'*'  that  inviolable  Bulwark  o^  oxxx  Liberties  ^nd.  Property, 

«^  the  Magna  Crarta,    or  Great  Charter  of 

^  'lbs  Cafe  ^ /i?^  Bankers,   i^c. 

♦^^Englanb, 
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«<  England  ;  a  Charter^  purchafed  with  theTreafure 
<*  and  fcal'd  with  the  Blood  of  our  Anceftors ;  a  Law 
<«  promulged  and  eftablifh'd  to  the  Englijh,  with  a 
**  Terror  and-Solemnity  inferior  only  to  That  of  the 
<*  holy  Corkmandme7its  by  God  himfelf  to  the  Jews. 
«'  There  was  here  no  Thunder^  or  Lightning,  it  is  true  j 
•*  but  there  was  io  dreadful  a  Fulmination  of  Curies 
<*  upon  the  Violators  thereof,  that  no  Man  ever  yet 
*'  confider'd  them  without  Horror  and  Aftonifhment ) 
«*  a  Law,  revered  hy  former  Parliaments  to  that  Degree, 
«'  that  they  enaftcd  Tranfcripts  thereof  to  be  carefully 
«*  preierved  in  all  the  Cathedrals  of  the  Realm  j  that  it 
<*  ihould  be  four  times  a  Year  carefully  read  before  the 
**  People  ;  that  twice  in  a  Year  the  Prelacy  (Pontifica- 
«*  libus  induti,  i^  *  Candelis  accenfis)  fhould  Thunder 
**  out  the  greater  'Excommunication  againft  the  In- 
"  /ringers  thereof,  though  but  in  Word  or  Council, 
**  (fays  the  Statute;)  that  \ht  Lord  Chancellor  and  all 
<'  the  great  Minijlers  of  State,  upon  Entiy  into  their 
**  Offices,  fhould  conltantly  be  fworn  to  the  Oblerva- 
"  tion  thereof  j  that  it  fhould  be  allow'd  as  the  common 
<*  Law,  by  all  Officers  of  Juftice ;  that  all  Statute 
**  Laws,  or  Judgments,  in  Oppofition  thereto,  fhould 
**  be  null  and  void ;  nay,  that  the  very  Priefts  and 
**  Confejfors  fhould  frame  the  Confciences  of  the  People 
**  to  the  Obfervance  thereof;  and  laftly  a  Law,  con- 
*'  firmed  by  no  lefs  than  Thirty-two  fever al  ABs  of 
*'  Parliament. — And  what  was  the  Reafon  of  all  this 
"  Veneration  and  Diligence  ?  Was  this  Charter  of 
**  that  San ftity   and   Importance? — Yes  furely  ;    the 

*  This  Ceremony,  as  related  by  another  Author, 
was  thus.  The  Bijhops,  holding  lighted  Candles  in 
their  Hands,  extinguiffi'd  them,  and  threw  them  on 
the  Ground,  every  one  prefent  crying  out ;  thus  let 
Him  be  extinguijh' d  and  ftink  in  Hell,  who  molates 
THIS  Charter. 

**  Prefenee 
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**  Prefence  theieof  was  then  thought  as  neceiTary  to 
**  the  Englijh^  as  That  of  the  EalUdium  to  the  Trojans  % 
<*  the  holy  Ark  to  the  Hebrews  ;  the  Sea-Banks  to  the 
*^  States  of  Holland.  In  Company  of  this  Tutelar, 
**  there  was  no  poffible  Danger.  In  the  Abfence  there- 
*'  of,  no  polTible  Safety.  Such  then  was  the  Care  of 
*'  our  Anceftors,  (wife  Men,  perhaps,  tho'  not  (o 
**  great  Clerks)  in  the  Munition  and  fencing  about  of 
**  their  Rights  and  Properties  i  and  fo  invincible  was 
**  their  Zeal  to  tranfmit  thofe  Jewels  to  their  Pofterities, 
*'  with  the  fame  Luftre  and  Beauty,  that  They  them- 
•<  felves  had  received  from  their  Predeceflbrs ;  thofe 
*'  old  Englijh  Heroes  fceming  to  me  to  bear  always  in 
•*  mind  that  Saying  of  our  Countryman,  and  great 
*'  Captain,  Galgacus,  when  his  Army  was  in  the 
*'  Inftant  of  joining  Battle  here  with  the  Roman  Invcr- 
*'  ders ;  et  Majores  veftros  l^  Pojieros  cogitate  ;  Fellozd 
**  Soldiers,  fays  He,  Remember  your  A-^cs.sto'^s  and 
**  your  Posterities  ;  a  ihort  Speech,  but  containing 
*'  more  of  Argument  and  Perfualion,  than  can  b^ 
"  exprefs'd  in  ten.  Reams  of  Paper. 

How  fay  You,  Sir,  do  you  like  this  Kind  of  Reafbn- 
ing? — If  You  do,  give  me  Leave  to  conclude  with 
one  Ihort  Paffage  more  from  the  fame  Author ;  which 
he  reports  as  the  familiar  Saying  of  Sir  Edward 
Coke,  and  tells  us  will  remain  a  Maxim  of  eternal 
Truth  in  this  State', — viz.  That  no  SubjeSi  (tho*  never 
fo  POTENT  and  subtile)  et'er  cor  fronted,  or  juflled 
with  the  luhT^  OF  Englatstd,  but  the  same  Law  in 
the  End  i?ifallibly  broke  His  Neck. 


5^^  End  of  N Oh*  X. 
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Bold  (Robert)  his  Advertifement  for  a  Bill,  that  he 
had  loft,  216. 
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E legions ;  ( of  Members  of  Parliament)  how  the  Free- 
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z.  Lajid-Tax,  52 — The  general  Argument  againft 
them  concluded  and  fumm'd  up,  62  —  Remarks  on 
the  horrible  OppreJJJons,  Infolencies,  and  ufijuf  fable 
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210 The  whole  Subjeft  of  Excifes  conlider*d 
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Hofpital  (of  the  Revenue)  what,   179. 
Howel   (Mr.)  his  Account  of  the  firll  J?A-r//?;  in   Eng^ 
land,  28. 

I. 

J'AcohiteSt  join'd  with  Republicans,  294. 
Jejuits'i  Ibme  Account  of  their  Pradlices   here, 
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of  Trials  b)'  _7/^nVj  farther  confider*d,    223 — 302. 
Juftices  (of  tie  Peace)  their  great  Power,  of  late  Years,. 
225  —  247. 
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Kegulation  of  Juries,  particularly  the  Claufe  abouc 
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vernment,  305. 
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— .  How  it  ought    to  be   regulated  and  mana- 
ged, 9©. 
Norfolk  I  Tome  Account  of  a  fraudulent  Trade  carried 
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Osborne^  (Francis,  Efq; )  fome  Remarks  on  his  Notion 
of  Excifes,  6 — His  Arguments  on  that  Subjeft  far- 
ther examined,  124— Proved  an  old  Woman,  15® 
—  Some  farther  Remarks  upon  her  Writings,  in  Fa- 
vour of  the  Excife  Scheme,  ib.  i^Her  Prophefies 
concerning  it- proved  falfe,  213. 

P. 

PBtitions  (to  Parliament)  the  Right  of  the  People 
to  them  aflerted,  127  — 1 5  0  —  1 65— ^  1 86— 
282. 

ThileleuthertLs ',  \i\^  Letter  to  Mr.  UAnvers,    106. 

Phileleutherus  (Britannicus,)  his  Letter  to  M:.  Tr'An- 
vers,  164  — Another  Letter  to  ^^^fame,  in  De- 
fence of  the  former,   183. 

Plantation  (Trade)  of  no  Benefit  to  us,  179. 

Pot   (ASl)  fome  Obfervations  upon  it,  244. 

Poverty  (national)  the  Effe6ls  of  it,   18.    - 

Prefs  (the  Liberty^  of  the),  (omo,  Queries  concerning 
the  Danger  of  it,  196  — -  Under  a  double  Excife; 
222. 

Pym  (Mr.)  his. Obfervation  upon  £;^re/^/,  30^. 

Rabbit; 
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R. 

RAblit',  the  Story  of  it,  194. 
Republicans,  join'd  wkh  Jacobites,  294. 
Rejentment  (popular)    various  Methods  of  exprefling 

it,   137. 
Revenue ;  Excifes  no  Improvement  of  it,  49  —  168 
--  The  Hofpital  of  the  Revenue,  what,   179        ■    . 
Great  Regard  paid  to  it  by  the  antient  Latvs  of  the 
Kingdom,  227  — A  Diliindion  between  the  publish 
Revetiue  of  the  T<lation  2xA  the  Civil  Lif,  228, 
Richard    the  2d,  King   of   England)  the  Grievances 
of  £;/^/tfW,  in  his  Reign,   defcribed  by   Shakejpeare, 
107. 

S. 

SAlt  (Duty)  taken  off  and  revived,  124— The 
Hardfhip  of  it,  175, 

Scotland;  the  Excife  Scheme  confider'd,  with  Relation 
to  that  Part  of  tht  Kingdom,   172, 

Shakefpeare ;  his  Defcription  of  the  Grievances  of  Eng- 
land, in  the  Reign  of  isJ/Vi'/zr^the  2d.    107. 

Short  (Bab)  his  litter  to  Mr.  D'Jnv^rs,  163. 

Smuggling ;  the  true  Gaufe  of  it,  47  —How  it  affedls 
7rade,  255. 

South  Sea  (Company)  the  Frauds  and  Mifmanagements 
©fit,  104. 

Stanley  (Richard)  his  Cafe,  270. 

St.  Alban\  (the  Borough  of)  their  Inftruftions  to  their 
Reprefentatives  againft  tke  Exxife  Scheme  \m.d\.Q^X.tdLf 

i^i.    - 
Ssamp  (Office )^^t  Commijponers  of  it  Licenjers  ofthg 

Prefs,  222.  ^ 
Statute  (Staple)  what,  238. 
Stockjobbing  ;  by  what  promoted,  297. 

T. 

TAxes;  how  they  ou^t  to  be  laid  and  collefled, 
g  —  18  —  The  Preference  of  a  Land-Tax   to 
Duties  on  CommsditieSf  51^  —  Farther  Reile£Uc»is  on 
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the  Method  of  impofing  and  colleding  Taxes,  I  xo 
—  No  Charge ;  fome  Remarks  on  a  Piece  fo  call'd, 

ijj^~^Th.Q  Trade  of  Taxes,  what,  179 Ought 

not  to  be  raifed  with  any  Circumftances  o^  Severity, 
or  Rigour,  230  —Whether  they  fall  upon  the  Con- 
fumer  ovAyi  231 — The  Mifchief  of  laying  grievous 
Taxes  upon  Trade,  z'^z  — Taxes  of  Cujioms  origi- 
nally laid  for  the  Protedion  of  Trade,  253— The 
Method  ofimpoling  Taxes  hn\\&v  confiderM,  284. 

Tea  (A£i)  fome  Remarks  upon  it,  248  —  296. 

Temple  (Sir  William)  his  Obfervations  on  the  Go- 
vernment of  i/i?//^/?^,  53. 

Titus  (Colonel)  a  remarkable  Obfervation of  his,  up- 
on the  Exclufion-Bill,  268. 

Tobacco  (Trade)  fome  Obfervations  upon  it,  262-— The^ 
Frauds  in  it  confider*d,  285. 

Trade  ;  how  affefled  by  Excifes,  9—  Is  founded  on 
Liberty,  14  —  Th^  Trade  of  Taxes,  what,  179  — 
Mercantile  Trade  defended,    196 — The  Mifch-ief  of 

laying   grievous    ImpoHtions  on  Trade,  232 . 

Duties  of  Cujfoms  originally  laid  for  the  Proteftion 
of  it,  253  — The  Frauds  in  it  confider*d,  285-^ 
How  aftefted  by  Excifes  farther  confider*d,  299, 

Trenchard  (Mr.)  his  Reafons  for  depending  on  our 
Fleet  and  a  regular  Militia  againft  Invafions,  94. 

Trueby  (Mr.)  his  Cafe,  with  Relation  to  ^tfat-AB, 
245. 

V. 

VEnice  \  the  Excifes  there  compared  with  thofe 
of  this  Kingdom,  i6^l— 175. —  184. 
Viilars  (Duke  oi Buckingham)  howprattifed  upon  by 

the  Jeluits,   204. 
Vinarius ;  his  Letter  to  Mr.  jyAnvers,  in  Defence  of 

the  Viutners,  144. 
Vyner,  {fQr,  Robert)  his  Sermon  at  Wejiminfer,  188. 
Vintners',  how  treated  by  the  Occaftonal  Financer,  142 

Defended, 
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Defended,  144— Whether  the  Excife-Scheme  would 
prevent  thtix  Adulteration  of  Wine,  260—292. 
Virginia  (Trade)  of  no  Benefit  to  us,  179,- 

W. 

WAlfingham  ( Francis y  Efq;}  his  Arguments  in 
Favour  of  fianding  Armies  examined,  70  • — 
82 — And  againft  our  Dependanceon  a  naval  For ce^ 
92  — His  Arguments  for  2i  fianding  Army  reduced 
to  Anti-Syllogifms,  119 — —'His  Arguments  on  the 
fameSubjeft  farther  expofed,  266. 

TiT^/-^/  (Court  of  )'how  abolilh*d  in  jE";;^/^;;^   30. 

Wine ;  v\rhether  the  Excife-Sche?ne  would  prevent  the 
Adulteration  of  it,  260 — The  Frauds  in  it  confi- 
fiderM,  285. 

Writers  (miniJUrial)  foma  Remarks  on  their-  Doc- 
trines, I  —  Their  Inconiiilencies  and  Contradidions^ 

»,2I. 
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